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PREFACE 


It was the suggestion of the Provincial Historical Association 
regarding the compiling of local histories that caused the Thorold 
and Beaverdams Historical Society to put forth this work, although 
the members had long felt that the Township possessed a history of 
its own well worth recording. 
Considerable space has been devoted to the Town of Thorold 
and to the Villages of Allanburgh, Port Robinson and St. Johns 
West, which lie wholly within the Township; while briefer mention 
has heen made of Fontl
ill, whi
hl lies partly within Pelham. As 
only a small portion of t elland is on the south side oftI1e Chippawa 
Creek. and since the town is considered as separate from the 
Township for all municipal purposes, its history has not been 
inc1uJed in this work. It is hoped, however, that hoth these 
places will receive due attention \\ hen the Townships of Crowland 
and Pelham record their annals. 
The information has been gathered chiefly from the descendants 
of the early settlers, although. where\'er possible, documentary 
t:'\"idence has also been obtained to v('rify any statements made, In 
such a work it is impos-;ible to prevent errors from creeping in, for, 
in the ah!'=ence of written records on many points. even the best 
authorities differ greatly. 
The writer takes this opportunity of thanking those who ha"e so 
kindly furnished a'\sistance in procuring information. It would be 
impossible to mention the names of all tho"òe within the Township 
who ha,'c aided the work in this way, but special thanks are due to 
\1 rs. James \Iunro, II istorian of the Society, who h.1s given much 
\'aluable help; to A. W. Rl'
l\'ley, Esq., B, A., Princip.ll of Thorold 
I figh School. who has written the chapter on (;('ology, .\rchæology 
and Topography; and to .\. :-;utherland, Esq., who has furnished 
the hi
tory of the fire comp:lI1\", Through the kindness of many 
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persons living outside the Township, accurate information has been 
obtained on many important points: 
Iiss i\I. A. FitzGibbon of 
Toronto, author of ".-\ Y eteran of 18 J 2": Sir T ohn Thorold, Bart" 
Syston Park, Grantham, Lincolnshire; Col. G. T. Denison, 
Toronto; Stephen Reatty, Esq" St. Catharines, who has furnished 
most of the information regarding the Fenian Raids; and Capt. 
Cruikshank of Fort Erie, from who,>e monograph entitled ".\ 
Century of !\Iunicipal History in Weiland County" the chapter en 
municipal government in this hook has heen compiled, 



Pu BLISH ER'S PR EF ACE 


Thc Thorold and l1eaverdams Historical Society, in bringing out 
this Jubilee History, are working in the pioneer line of a movement 
\\ hich it is hoped will hecome general throughout the Dominion, 
The recording of the history of the different localities, fully and 
freely, hy historians horn and residing on the ground, frequently 
'lctual desccndants of the pioneers who wrested their homes from 
the forest, protected them from the heasts that roamed at will, and 
af.!;ain dcfemkd them from the foreign ilwader, is a work of too mu<:h 
value and of too VJ.st importance not to be cncouraged to the very 
utmost by every patriotic citi7en. 
The publisher of the History of Thorold, for himself and for the 
Society whic'h hc represents, has to acknowledge a warm intcrest in 
the work, and many kinúly cxpressions of appreciation of the effort, 
eVcn while the work was in course of preparation, from many whose 
opi n ions arc of va! tic. 
From a purely hll
incss point of view, the enterprise mlIst he 
allowed to be a bold one. To publish sllch a book at such a price, 
the chief demand for which must necessariIY.'úmc from a single town- 
ship, and make it a fìn.lIlCial .lS well a-; a literary and arti-;tic SlIccess, 
requires no small degrec of confìdenct', not to 
peak of the assurance 
that the venture will he fully appreciated in that small constituency. 
The illustrative fealures .llso call for mention. :\Iost of thc 
photographs, e:\.(,l'ptin
, of course, the portraits and a few old 
pictures, from \\ hich the cngravings Wt:rc made werc takcn hy 
Thorold amatcurs, and the quality of thc engravings as they appear 
in the book speaks well for till' skill and cart: he
towcd upon the 
originals. I'hose illll
tI.lti(ms "hid
 art' fWIlI pholograph-; hy 
profl'.,
ionals :-Ire ..0 markcel. 
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CHAPTER I 


TOPOC,R,\PIIY, CEOLOGY AND 
\RCHÆOLOGY 


General Topography. Surface. Soil. Trees anù animals. Prehistoric races 

 eutrals' houses and customs. Ojihways. Trails. Onghiara, or r-;iagara. 
Folklore. An Indian hurial. Indian relics iIlustrateù. 


Thorold township is the central one of the three forming the 
northern half of WeIland county: it is bounded on the north by 
the townships of Grantham and Louth of Lincoln county, on the 
east by the township of Stamford, on the south and west by the 
townships of Crowland and Pelham respectiveh'. It has an area of 
twcnty-five thousand, scven hundred and si\.ty-five acres. 
Thorold is in the main a level plateau, varied with an undulating 
surface in the northern and northwèstern portions, where it is 
decidedly hilly. It is worthy of notice that the \V clland river, which 
forms the southern boundary, has deepened its bed to such an 
extent that the preo;cnt lè\'cl of the river i-; about eight feet below 
the level of L:lke Erie, This condition is the result of the 
deepening of the 
iagara gorge, into which the WeIland river flows, 
The northern extremity of the township presents a feature equally 
interesting to the gcologist. lIere the plateau ends abruptly, 
forming in some places a steep bluff one hundred and fifty feet high, 
constituting what is called hy geoll)gists the "Niagara escarpment." 
.\Iong thio.; bluff there are numerous indications which prove 
conclusively that the shore of Lake Ontario once followed the cliffs 
near Cartmell's quarry and Lakeview cemetery, At th:lt distant 
period an oh:-.erver at either of the above points would have seen the 
hlue waters of I.ake Ontario at his feet, instead of nine miles òistant 
as we sec them to-day. Thc he:Hltiful 
trctch of country raIled the 
" C:mll'n of Can.ul.I ,. \\'a" then thc hottom of a lake, who"e 
horl' 
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can still be traced westward from Queenston to Burlington quite 
around the lake. There is no way of knowing with any degree of 
certainty the length of time that has elapsed since the lake occupied 
the former level; but it must certainly be very great, the more 
modcrate estimates being from eight thousand to sixty thousand 
years. 
GEOLOGY. The surface strata are alluvial deposits of (he post 
glacial period, which vary in depth from twenty to eighty feet. In 
this period the whole of the Niagara District, and in fact the greater 
part of western Ontario, was under the sea, Beneath the alluvial 
deposits we find the" bed-rock," polished and scored with "striæ," 
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Face of cliff at Cartmell's quarry, with ne\\ 'Yelland canal in foreground. 


running from south-west to north-east. The bed-rock in Thorold 
township is known as the Niagara limestone, and is a silurian 
furmation. It is a massive, dark blue rock of magnesian and 
siliceous character, copiously interspersed with cavities containing 
calcspar and gypsum. It is highly bituminous, emitting from its 
seams an inflammable gas. Below the formation just described we 
come to the "Niagara shale," a bluish grey or nearly black 
laminated mass, which shows a marked tendency to decompose and 
crumble when exposed to the atmosphere. 
Kcxt in order occurs a memhcr of the Clinton group, a very hard 
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and durable limestone of light grey color, and about sixteen feet jn 
thickness. This rock furnishes excellent material for building 
purposes. 
Underlying the above is a formation of light green shale five feet 
in thickness, which soon turns to clay on being exposed to the 
atmosphere, 
The next in succession is known as the 'Medina sandstone, a 
greyish or brown mottled formation of fifteen feet in thickness. 
Below the former are alternations of sandstone and limestone 
sixty feet in thickness. Lower, we encounter a light grey quartzose 
sandstone of excellent quality, largely quarried from Queenston to 
Dundas, 
The suit:lbleness of Thorold stone for all purposes of construc- 
tion has been amply proved by its use in the locks of the 'Yelland 
canal and in public and private buildings. The excellence of the 
lime and cement made from the calcined rock has gained a most 
enviable reputation from being employed in thc construclÏon of such 
works as Victoria bridge and the St. Clair tunnel. A consideration 
of the foregoing, in connection with the ready means of transport 
available, leads to the conclusion that the rock formations of 
Thorold and their products will play an important part in the 
industrial and commercial interests of the future, 
SOIL. The soil is chiefly a heavy clay; but thcre are numerous 
areas of sandy loam throughout the township, and along the Pelham 
line a purely sandy soil is found. Such soils in our climate always 
produce a luxuriant growth of woods, and the virgin forests of 
Thorold are not surpassed by any others in the province, These 
include beech, maple, oak, chestnut, walnut, elm, hickory, pine, ash, 
and linden (basswood), besides many smaller species. 
The level character of the ccntral portions of the township was 
an obstacle to the drainage, and this in turn delay cd settlcmcnt, 
Thc unclearcd portions continued for years to furnish a harbor for 
dcer, bears, wolves, lynxes, and an occasional panther; while the 
numerous small streams wcre the ahode of the heavcr and the otter, 
But the soil, once cleared, repaid amply the tiller's Iahor in the 
abundant yield of the more useful gr,lins and vegetahles and hardy 
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fruits. The soil has proved an excellent one for the growth of 
nursery stock, one firm having several hundred acres under 
cultivation in the township for that purpose. With such a soil, and 
convenient markets, it is needless to state that the farmers of 
Thorold are a thrifty class 
.ARCHÆOLOGY. It is impossible to say much of the archæology 
of Thorold township distinct from that of the Niagara district. So 
far as the writer knows, no ossuaries have been found in the 
township, though numbers of them doubtless exist; but excavations 
have not been fortunate in discm-ering them, 
The abundance of stone and flint implements found everywhere 
seems to indicate that every hillock has been the scene of a "death" 
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In the chase. These implcments do not differ materially from 
those u<;ed hy primeval man in other parts of the world. In 
outward appearance they resemble closely the representatives of 
the two well-known classes-palæolithic (old stone) age, and 
neolithic (recent stone) age, The first, besides instruments of 
doubtful use, includes rudely formed arrow tips, spear heads and 
knives, along with rough or unpolished stone axes and hammers. 
The second is characterized by well formed arrow and spear heads 
of flint, by polished stone axes, gouges, etc., and by unglazed 
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pottery. The difference between the two classes IS fairly 
represented by the groups shown in Plates I and II. 
'Vhether the race which used the rough stone implements was 
identical with that which used the more skilfully made weapons 
cannot now be determined from the evidence at our disposal. It is, 
however, affirmed that only one race occupied the Niagara district 
prior to the coming of the Jesuit missionary, La Roche Daillon, in 
1626. If this improbable contention be correct, then the 
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a. Spccimen fuund on :\Iui!>iner farm, ncar Chipl
\\a ri\er. "alld c. Found ncar 
town of Thorold, d, tI, d, d, d, d. Specimcns rudely forme." 


..\ttiwandarons or 
\tlikidarons were the first occupants of the 
Niagara district. Unquestionably they used the artistically formed 
flints, for they had, we are credihly informed, no knowledge of 
metals hefore the arrival of the "pale-faces." The .\tti\\andarons, 
speaking approximately, occupied a long, narrow !\trip along the 
north shore of lake Erie, hounded on the north by a line from 
Sarnia to Burlington: on the east their settlements extended heyond 
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the Niagara river to Genesee, They were the kinsmen of the 
Hurons to the north of them, and also of the fierce Iroquois to the 
east and south. The .\ttiwandarons received from the French the 
name of "Neutrals" because they took no part in the deadly 
struggle between the Hurons and Iroquuis. 
Our knowledge of the Neutrals* is obtained from the Jesuit 
mIssIonaries, who sent yearly to France an account of their "ork 
among the savages of Canada. These narratives contain full 
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a and b. A",es used hy Xeutrals. c, c, <, c. Arrow-heads. d, d, d. Flint knives, 
e. Boring instrument. f. (iouge. l[, Spear-head. 


dcscriptions of the manners and mode of life of the once powcrful 
rare which held pussession of this part of Ontario. t 
The visit of the first missionary to the "Neutrals" has been 
mentioned: the second was made by Fathers Breboeuf and 


. 
 T
e!oe writings, J..nown as " Relations of the Jesuits," were published at the 
time In france, and "'ere reprinted in 1858 by the Canadian Guvernment 
t Tho!>e wi!>hing fuller information regarding the 
eutrals are referrcd to 
Parkman's" The Jesuits in 
orth America," to Dean Harris' "The Catholic 
Church in the :'\iagara Peninsula," and "The Annals of Kiagara," hy \Villiam 
Klrhy, 
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Chaumonot in 1640. From them we learn that the Neutrals were 
the most ferocious in Canada. In 1640 their forty villages 
contained a population of 12,000 souls, distributed over the area 
already defined. 
They were possessed of a splendid physique, and in this respect 
they were superior to the Hurons and Iroquois, We must call them 
ingenious mechanics if we consider together their workmanship and 
their tools, Their flints are among the best specimens made by 
savage man. Stone implements hard enough to cut glass have been 
found, worn into symmetrical shape, which must have cost incredible 
perseverance. Their constructive power made them good surgeons. 
Though hunting and fishing gave them an abundant supply of 
animal food, they had clearings in which they grew maiæ, pumpkins 
and beans. In many of their customs they resemble their kinsmen 
the Hurons. In summer the men wore no clothing, but tattooed 
their bodies; while the women went but scantily attired. But in 
winter both sexes were comfortably dresscd in fure;; and skins, 
But however rude their customs were, they possessed two which 
are not thought to be unworthy of the dignity of modcrn socicty. 
Their fondness for gambling and their love of smoking are the 
practices referred to. 
In the Niagara district the Neutrals had numerous small villages 
and two large ones, viol.: at Point Abino and Niagara, The last 
name is but a changed form of the Indian appellation .. Onghiara," 
which was once used to designate the Neutral villagc which stood 
on the site of the prescnt historic town. The land adjaccnt to the 
village was well cultivated in thc growth of maize and tobacco, 
The traditional treeless districts of Stamford township may have 
been similarly used. 
In Thorold, as in othcr parts of thc provincc, thcre wcre 
temporary villages, used only during the hunting season. ..\Iong thc 
\\Telland river, every bank cxamined gives proof of occupation, by 
the abundance of flakes of flint, fragments of arrow heads amI other 
brokcn implements, On thl: .\[ uisincr farm, already mentioncd 
(Platc I), all the indications of former habitation arc mct with, whilc 
on thc opposite side of the river, in ('rowland township, a burial 
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place IS known to exist, The suitableness of the banks of the 
Chippawa <'Yelland) river for temporary residences is obvious: the 
stream is the largest intersecting the Niagara peninsula, and is 
navigable with canoes fully twenty-five miles from its mouth, and 
had the important advantage of leading to a section abounding in 
game, 
The Neutrals usually lived in bark wigwams; but, like the 
Hurons, they had "long houses," from forty to two hundred and 
forty feet in length, and thirty feet in width and height. To build a 
house of this kind, they planted two rows of saplings the required 
distance apart, to form the sides. These poles were then bent 
together at the top and tied to form the ridge. Other poles were 
tied horizontally, to gi\'e firmness to the structure, The sides and 
roof were formed from pieces of bark securely fastened. An 
opening a foot wide was left the entire length of the roof for the 
escape of smoke. Berths were built a few feet from the ground 
along both sides of the house, and here, on mats and skins, reposed 
the inmates of the house, In winter a row of fires was built in the 
centre of the house, from one end to the other. In many parts of 
the province the position of these houses can still be traced, as at 
Point Abino, by rows of ash heaps, which in some cases reach a 
depth of two feet, The ash heaps are flanked by accumulations of 
camp refuse of equal depth, containing fragments of pottery, pipes, 
hone needles and other implements casually dropped.* 
CHARACTER OF NEUTRALS, The cruel, warlike character of the 
Neutrals is brought out in their war with the l\Iascoutins or Nation 
of Fire, a numerous people who inhabited the south shore of Lake 
Michigan, The Neutrals, two thousand strong, besieged their 
enemy ìor ten days, Then taking the town by storm, they made an 
indiscriminate slaughter of men, women and children, Eight 
hundred prisoners were captured and brought back to the Neutral 
country. t 


*0 The best examples which it has heen the gooù fortune of the writer to 
e
amme are found on the farm of the late Cornelius Burwell, Elgin County, near 
Eden, Onto 
t Relations des Hurons, 16 44. 
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These events took place in December, 1643, The victorious 
Neutrals, on reaching their own country, portioned out the prisoners 
among their cantons, and put them to death by prolonged torture, 
the details of which seem too shocking to relate. 
But the day of vengeance was at hand. The Iroquois found a 
pretext for attacking the Neutrals in 1645-1650. The 
Iohawks 
and Senecas took two frontier towns belonging to the Neutrals, one 
of which contained 1600 men. They slaughtered the old people 
and children, who were too weak to stand the journey to the country 
of the Iroquois, but took with them a large number of prisoners, 
chiefly young women. The remaindcr of the Neutrals were so 
terrified by the fate of the captured towns that they fled from their 
villages, and, abanduning their territory, sought safety in the remote 
wilds of the forests. Thus separated, the fugitives soon either 
succumbed to starvation, or were absorbed into other tribes, and 
the Neutral nation became extinct forever. But we still find traces 
of the vanished race in our plowed fields, in our gardens, and even 
in our streets-traces which excite our curiosity, and deepen the 
mystery of human life and progress, 
For an unknown period the country of the Neutrals remained 
a solitude which was avoided by superstitious Indians; but it was 
finally occupied by the Chippawas, or Ojibways, as the word was 
sometimes used, 
The colonization of the English and Frcnch on the Atlantic 
coasts doubtless did much to attract the western tribes eastward for 
the purpose of barter, to which the superior implements of the 
Europeans gave an irresistible impulse. Stone a"\.es, flint knives 
and bone needles yielded at once to steel ones, for which there 
was a keen demand, 
This seems to be the must plausible explanation of the re- 
settlement of the Neutral country by the Chippawas, and also of 
the trans-continental trails connecting the east with the great west. 

\ part of these trails afterwards proved of great service to the 
U. E. Loyalists, who wished to make their way to the Niagara 
frontier in order to escape the persecution of an intolerant, 
victorious democracy. 
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One of these routes passed from Detroit through Canada by 
what is now called Talbot street and the Canboro road to the 
Niagara river. Two branches of the trail cross Thorold township. 
Commencing at Fonthiil, the Canboro road passes through 
Allanburgh to Lundy's Lane, where it intersects the" Portage Road," 
which ran from ()ueenston to a point on the Niagara river above the 
Falls. The other branch deviated to the northward, following a part 
of the Beavcrdams and St. Davids roads to. Queenston, Another 
trail connected Lundy's Lane with Burlington, thus crossing the 
Queenston trail not far to the south of the town of Thorold, and is 
still in use as a travelled road. 
The branch of the Chippawas which took possession of the 
Neutral country are known as Mississaugas, who continued to 
occupy the country till their title to the land was extinguished 
through purchase by the British Government, 
Owing to their commerce with the whites, their habits were very 
different from those of the Neutrals, They copied many of the 
virtues of their "white brothers," and, sad to say, many of their 
vices also, In loyalty, honor and gratitude, the most illustrious 
examples may be found-examples which utterly shame thc weaker 
product of civilization, Still they clung with tenacity to their pagan 
religion, 
It is much to be regretted that the early settlers of this district 
have not left us written accounts of the customs of the Indians with 
whom they came in contact: such information would be of the 
highest value to-day, Most of the traditional lore is so corrupted as 
to be almost worthless, 
The following bricf skctch of the burial of a pagan Indian chief 
may be relied on as correct: 
A flotilla of fifty or more canoes brought the funeral party to a 
spot on the bank of the 'Yelland river, in the township of Crowland, 
on the farm now owned by Jabez Clarkson. The body was dressed 
in the official costume of a chief of that tribe, It consisted of 
moccasins, leggings and coat made of buckskin, with profuse 
ornamentation of beads, feathers and porcupine quills. In the grave 
beside the body were placed a bow, some arrows and a tomahawk. 
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Then the assembly formed in a circle about the grave, and thc 
officiating chief began his harangue. He faced the east, hoJding his 
tomahawk in the right hand, and commenced to speak, at 
times swinging the tomahawk over his head, pointing now at the 
deceased, now towards the sun. Continuing, he faced gradually to 
the south and then to the west, and finally completed the circuit of 
the heavens, arriving at the point where he began. Throughout the 
oration he gesticulated wildly, frequently pointing to the east, to the 
Slln and to the dead chief. "Thether the speech related the 
history of the tribe or enumerated the exploits of the dead brave in 
this world, or whether it expatiated on the joys of the "happy 
hunting ground" beyond, the spectators could not tell; but one 
thoughtful onlooker believed he saw unmistakeable reverence for 
the sun. 
Such, in brief, are the main fact') In the history of the races 
which once occupied Thorold township and the adjacent territory. 
Hut since those days the whole face of the country is changed. 
I nstead of the continuous forests, within wh<:>se shadows the 
Attiwandaron, with his mute dogs, pursueù the antlered monarch, 
we have to-day a picturesque landscape checkered with meadow and 
grainfield, studded here and there with trees of a new growth. 
Instead of the intricate trail of the savagc, broad highways open to 
us \-istas of orchard, farm and dwelling. The warwhoop has given 
place to the whistle of the locomotive, and the howl of thc wolf to 
the hleating of sheep and the lowing of cattle. .\ sunshine of peace 
has dispelled forever the darkness and horrors of two centuries ago, 
anù thc words of the poet seem to be rcalized: 


Xo clime than this halh proudcr, hrighter hopes, 
\\ïth its innumerahlc and untrod leagucs 
Of fertile earth, that \\ait hut human skill 
And patient industry, by commerce fed, 
To win their \\ay to eminence as proud 
. \s any nation on the varied earth- 
The balmy winds may breathe more fragrant sighs u'cr llthcr climl'
, 
.\nd rarer flowcrs may in their gardcns bloom; 
But in stcrn majesty and grandcur, none 

Iay bear the palm a\\ay. 
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United Empire Loyalists. First comers. Mode of travelling. Indian treaties. 
The naming of Thorold Township. List of original patentees, List of 
Butler's Rangers who settled in the Township, Notes about the first 
settlers. 


Our debt to former generations is often all too easily forgotten; 
but we, who are now enjoying the goodly heritage of this most 
favored land, may do well to consider the struggles and privations of 
those who first tilled its soil. 
Distinctively a U. E. Loyalist settlement, Thorold township could 
not ha\'e been more fortunate in the character and ability of its 
founders. Having already made one home in the wilds of America, 
no one knew better than they how to cope with the difficulties that 
everywhere beset them. Clear of brain anù strong of body, men 
who feared God and honored the King, they drained the swamps, 
cleared the woodlands, lived honest, industrious lives, and left 
behind them families well fitted to carryon the work so nobly 
begun. 
Throughout the Revolutionary \Yar many persecuted loyalists 
from New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania fled for refuge to the 
Niagara frontier. Fort Niagara sheltered several thousand Tories 
until after the independence of the United States was declared, as 
before the 'boundaries of the new Repuhlic were clearly defined that 
spot still lay within the British jurisdiction. Then they crossed 
over into the British colony, and from that time until the end of the 
century a constant stream of U. E. Loyalists came to make new 
homes in Upper Canada and New Brunswick. A letter from Col. 
Butler to Gen. Haldimand, dated the 17th of I )ecember, 17 80 , 
reports that four or five families had already settled in this district, 
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and had built themselves houses. Probably there were also others, 
unknown to him, who had settled as "squatters" in the woods. 
The Misener family records give 1782 for the date of the building 
of a log house by Leonard Misener on Lot 180, on the Thorold 
bank of the Chippawa river. The year 1783 brought a large number 
of settlers. About this time John Brown took up land at the Gore, 
and Abraham Overholt settled near the Pelham boundary, while 
John Kelly came from New Jersey to make his home near the 
present town of Thorold. The first white child born in the 
township was Kelly's son Isaac, who lived from 1787 to '1874. 
Neither necessity nor hope of reward was the chief cause of 
these immigrations, In some cases the Americans had offered 
tracts of land to the loyalists if they would promise allegiance to the 
new government. Such an offer was made to the younger Jacob 
Ball's father-in-law, Captain Clement, known as Ranger John, who 
had led a regiment of Indian warriors on the King's side all through 
the war. "No," hotly replied the sturdy old fighter; "I'll follow thc 
British flag into the wilderness of Canada, to live undcr it there, and 
if need be to die for it, but never to fight against it." Other and 
more worldly-wise subjects of King George found it wiser for their 
families' sake to accept the bribe and promise to preserve a neutral 
attitude, while at the same timc they gave vent to their loyalty by 
covertly assisting His Majesty's supporters in crossing to Canada. 
Then, nearer the close of the century, they were better able to join 
their friends and take advantage of the grants given to the U. E. 
Loyalists. 
The early settlers of Thorold werc chiefly of I )utch or (;crman 
descent, and nearly all were adherents of the Luthcran Church. 
These men had come on horseback by way of Niagara or Fort Erie 
from their old homes, several families travclling together. Port- 
manteaus fast('neù to their saddles contained their chief portable 
possessions, while those who could brought also a cow or two and 
some hogs. Often there wcrc not cnough horscs for thc numbcr of 
travellcrs, so, in order that thc womcn might ride, the men had to 
walk most of the way, while little childrcn \\ere balanced on each 
side of a 
addlc in improvised panniers. Quaint, pathetic proces- 
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sions these little bands of exiles must have appeared, not, perhaps, 
without a touch of the comic to unsympathizing spectators. 
In several cases the men had come first, and those who had 
been too openly faithful to the King were afraid to go back for their 
families, so sometimes this duty would be entrusted to a friend who 
had been less zealously loyal. One of the Swayzes, who had 
evidently underestimated his service to the Crown, volunteered to 
convey the wives and children of some neighbors from New Jersey 
to Niagara; but the new Republic had remembered him as a warm 
Tory, and some soldiers were sent down to capture him at his old 
home. After feeling a bayonet thrust through his sleeve and 
unpleasantly near his arm while hiding beneath the floor of a log 
cabin, he decided upon an artifice by which his pursuers were sent 
off in the wrong direction: taking the heels off his boots and fasten- 
ing them to the toes, he left misleading tracks in the mud, and was 
able to carry off his charges in safety. 
The first settlers came by the Indian trails, while the later ones 
followed the" blazed" paths. Often they were obliged to hide in 
the daytime, and do all their travelling by night, for fear of meeting 
with hostile Indians or United States soldiers. However, they were 
treated with great kindness by the loyal Indian tribes, "Then they 
reached the Niagara river, it was always easy to get canoes to cross 
in, and once on British soil they felt compensated for all the 
dangers of travel. 
The Indians may be said to have ceded the township to the 
Crown in 'Will on May 22nd, 1784, and in deed on December 7th, 
1792. The treaty of the earlier date gave up most of the district 
lying between Lakes Erie and Ontario, but a careless description of 
the western boundary made it impossible upon actual survey to 
decide upon that limit of the land. So, in 1792, a new treaty was 
signed, definitely including the site of Thorold in the lands thus 
surrendered, 
The following is the full text of the treaty: 
J. Graves Simcoe. 7 TH DECDIBER, 179 2 , 
This Indenture, made at Navy Hall in the County of Lincoln, in 
the Province of epper Canada, on the :seventh day of December in 
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the year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, 
hetween 'Vabakanyne, 'Yabanip, Kantabys, Wabaninship and 
Nattoton on the one part, and our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
by grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., on the other part. 
'Vhereas, by a certain indenture bearing date the twenty-second 
day of 
lay in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-four, and made between "'abakanyne, Nannibosure, 
Pokquawr, Nanaughkawestrawr, Peapamaw, Tabendau, Sawainchik, 
Peasanish, "'apamanischigun, \\"apeanojhqua, Sachems and War 
Chief" and Principal "'omen of the 
lessissague Indian Nation, on 
the one part, and Our said Sovereign Lord George the Third, King 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland, &c., &c., on the other part, 
It was witnessed that tht: said Wabakanyne and the said 
Principal Chiefs and 'Yomen ahove named, for and in consideration 
of the sum of eleven hundred and eighty pounds, seven shillings and 
fourpence of lawful money of Great Britain, to them the said 
Wabakanyne, Sachems, War Chiefs and Principal Women in hand, 
well and truly did grant, bargain, sell, alien, release and confirm 
unto His said 
fajesty, His Heirs and Successors, all that tract or 
parcel of land lying and being between the Lakes Ontario and Erie, 
beginning at Lake Ontario four miles westerly from the point 
opposite to Niagara Fort, known by the name of :\fessissague Point, 
and running from thence along the said lake to the creek that flows 
from a small lake into the said Lake Ontario, known by the name of 
Washquarter; from thence a northwesterly course until it strikes 
the river La Tranche or New River; thence down the stream of the 
said river to the part or place where a due south course will lead to 
the mouth of Cat Fish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from 
the above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid River La 
Tranche, following the south course to the mouth of the said Cat 
Fish Creek; thence down Lake Erie to the lands hel etofore 
purchased from the nation of Messissague Indians; and from 
thence along the said purchase to Lake Ontario at the place of 
beginning as above mentioned, together with the woods, ways, paths, 
waters, watercourscs and appurtenances to the said tract or parcel 
of land helonging, To have and to hold unto Uur said Sovereign 
Lord the King, His Heirs and Successors for ever, as in and by the 
said Indenture will more fully and at large appear. 
And whereas at the time of e:\ecuting the said Indcnture the 
houndaries of the said parcel of land were 011 one sidc described hy 
an imaginary line running from the small Lake Washquartcr in a 
north-west course until it strikcs the river, but from an actual survey 
it has hecn discovered that a line from thc said lake \\"ashquartcr 
carried on in a northwesterly direction will not strike the said Ri\"cr 
J ,a Tranche. 
And whereas it is necessary and expedient that the boundar}' 
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lines of the said parcel of land should be more accurately laid down 
and described, 
Now this Indenture witnesseth, and the said \Yabakanyne, 
\\Tabanip, Kantabus, \\-abaniship and Mattotow do hereby 
acknowledge and declare that the true and real description of the 
said tract or parcel of land so bargained, sold, aliened t and 
transferred by and to the parties aforesaid is all that tract or parcel 
of land lying and being between the Lake Ontario and Erie 
beginning at Lake Ontario four miles south-westerly from the point 
opposite to Niagara Fort known by the name of \Iessissague Point, 
and running from thence along the said lake to the creek that falls 
from a small lake known by the name of \Vashquarter into said Lake 
Ontario, and from thence north forty-five degrees, west fifty miles; 
thence south forty-five degrees, west twenty miles; and thence south 
until it strikes the River La Tranche; then down the stream of the 
said river to that part or place where a due south course will lead to 
the mouth of Catfish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from the 
above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid River La Tranche, 
following the south course to the mouth of the said Catfish Creek; 
thence down the Lake to the lands heretofore purchased from the 
said nation of Messissague Indians; and from thence along the said 
purchase to Lake Ontario at the place of beginning as abm"e 
mentioned, together with all the woods, ways, paths, waters, water- 
courses and appurtenances thereunto belonging. And therefore the 
said Wabakanyne, \Vabanip, Kantabus, \\'abaniship and Mattotow, 
for and in consideration of the said sum so advanced as aforesaid, 
and for the further consideration of five shillings of lawful money of 
Creat Britain to them, the said Wabakanyne, \rauanip, Kantabus, 
"Tabaniship and Mattotow in hand duly paid at and before the seal- 
ing and delivering of these presents, and for the better ratifying and 
confirming of the heretofore recited Indenture, have granted, 
bargained, sold and confirmed, and by these 'Presents do grant, 
bargain, sell and confirm to His Brittannick 
'lajesty, His Heirs 
and Successors, all that tract or parcel of land lying and bcing 
between the Lakes Ontario and Erie, beginning at Lake Ontario 
four miles south-westerly from the point opposite to Niagara 
Fort known by the name .Messissague Point, and running from 
thence along the said Jake to the creek that falls from a small 
lake known by the name of \Vashquarter into the said I.ake Ontario; 
and from thence north forty-five degrees, we
t fitty miles; thcnce 
south forty-five degrees, west twenty miles; and thence south until 
it strikes the River La Tranche; and then down the stream of the 
said river to that part or place where a due south course will lead to 
the mouth of the Catfish Creek emptying into Lake Erie, and from 
the above mentioned part or place of the aforesaid La Tranche, 
following the south course to the mouth of the said f'atfìsh ('reek; 
thence down Lake Erie to the lands heretofore purchasl?d from the 
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nation of :\Iessissague Indians; and -from thence along the said 
purchase of Lake Ontario at the place beginning as above 
mentiont>d, together with all the \\oods, ways, paths, waters, water 
courses and appurtenances thereunto belonging. 
To have and to hold all anù singular the said tract or parcel of 
land, with its appurtenances, unto His Britannick Majesty, His h
irs 
and successors fore\'er. 
.\nd whereas at a confercnce held in' John Collins and \\ïlliam 
R. Crawford, Esqrs., with the principal' Chiefs of the 'lessissague 

ation, 
Ir. John Russeau, inte'rpreter, it was unaninlously agreed 
that the King should have a right to make roads through the 

Iessi"sague country, that the na\'igation of the said ri\"ers and lakes 
should he open and free for His \'essels and those of His subjects, 
that the King's subjects should carryon a free trade, unmolested, in 
and through the country: Now this Indenture doth herehy ratify 
:1I1d confirm the said conference and agreement S,) had between the 
parties aforesaid, giving and granting to His said 
rajesty a power 
and right to make roads through the said 1\IessissJgue country. 
together with the na\'igation of the said rivers and lakes for His 
\'essel
 and those of His su hjects trading thereon free and 
unmolesteù, 
Ia Witness \\"hereof the Chiefs, on the part of the :\'1essissague 
Nation, and His E
cellencr John Graves Sin1l:oe, Esqr., Lieutenant- 
Covernor of the said Province, &c., &c., &c., on the part of His 
Hritannick Majesty, have hereunto set their hands and seals the day 
and vear first above written in the presence of 
JOHX Hl'T rER L. S, \\" AB.H..\:\ \'NE L. S. (totem) 
k. H.Htll.l0X L. S. \r.-\BANIP L, S. (totem) 
ROIn, KERR L. S, K \:\T.-\Bl'S L. S. (totem) 
PETER Rl'!'SEI.I. I.. S, \r,\B.-\
I:\:SHIP L. S. (totem) 
JOH
 :\ICCII,L I.. S. :\1.\1"'01'0\\ L. S. (totem) 
J ),\\'111 \\"H.I.I HI S:\IlTH L. S. J. (;RA\'FS SJ\ICOE L. S. 
It \\'a
 fully four years after the signing of this treaty when the 
first patents of land were given. By that time the Kiagar.t district 
had heen thoroughly sun"eyed, and the whole peninsula had beef! 
named I.incoln county. The townships were known at first by 
numher, Thorold heing the ninth. Even as late at 179S it appears 
without a name on a map of the organi/ed p.lrt of L'pper Canada 
made hy I). \\". Smith, the numher in this caSe hcing <;5. The 
to\\'nship
 were nearly all called after the suJ,di\'i
ions of old 
Lincolnshire, the chief c
ceptions heing :\Tiag.ua, \\ hich has thus 
perpetuated the name of the old I ndi.lI1 village, ()nghiara, and 
Thorold, which was called after Sir John Thorold. at that timt' anJ 
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for several years previous :Member for Lincolnshire. The Thorolds 
are an ancient Lincolnshire family of Sa
on origin, whose seat is 
Syston Park in Grantham, The Sir John Thorold who was head of 
the house in 1775 was greatly interested in colonial questions, and 
voted against the war with .\merica, and it is fitting that his name 
should be perpetuated in a colonial township. 
The Chippawa Creek. which forms the southern houndary of 
Thorold, waf: at this time re-named the \felland, and to-day it IS 
indifferently called by both names. 
The grants of land and the names of the patentees for I 79ó are: 


NA)[E OF PATENTEE 


ACRES 


NO. OF Lor 


Hon, Robert Hamilton 2000 225-228, 231-237, 240, 24 2 - 2 4 ó , 
253- 2 54, 25 8 , 


Tacob Ball 100 3 
Jacob Ball, jr, 200 6, 7 
Andrew Heron 400 20, 33 
James Jones 200 34, 35 
\Villiam Dickson 250 40, 4 I, 42 
Israel Swayze 55 0 53, 54, 55, 75, 7 6 , 77 
Edmund Frost 3 00 56, 57, 79 
Andrew Whitsell 300 59, 60, 61 
Abraham Overholt 400 156, 157, 161, 162 
Captain Thomas Welsh 600 241, 247, 248, 249, 252, 25 6 
Those who received grants in the following year (1797) were: 
Andrew Jones 200 21, 22 
Esea \\T aterhouse 280 23, 24, 36, part of 37 
Isaac Swayze 220 Part of 37, 38 
John Brown 300 ó4, 65, The Gore 
John Yanderberg 700 118, 119, ql, Q2, 143, 144, 145 
Harmon Yanderbarark 150 Part 135, 178 
John Lutes 200 155, 163 
Blackly Robins 200 194, 158 
Peter Mi
ener 256 179, 195 
James Berger (full amount not given) Part 259, 257 
Agnes Brown ló5 Part 259, 260 
The allotments for 1798 were particularly large, being: 


George Keefer 
George Miller 
Jacob Upper 
George Couke 


600 9, 10, I I, 18, 103, 104 
150 27, Part 28 
200 44, 67 
4 0 0 45, 68, 9 1 , 114 
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Robert \Vilkinson 3 00 4 6 , 47, 69 
John Kelly 200 4 8 , 49 
Ezekiel Younglove 75 0 78, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140 
John Stoffle 100 80 
Christian Ninger 200 86, 87 
\\ïlliam Yanevery 300 96, 97, 120 
Isaac Haney 300 130, 132, 107 
Obadiah Hopkins 200 14 6 , [47 
Ephraim Hopkins 200 148, 149 
Christian Bouck 200 ISO, IS [ 
Joshua Robins 200 159, 160 
Thomas Haraghan 100 168 
George Hartsell 4 00 144, 14 5, 14 6 , 147 
Leonard Misener 300 180, 19 6 , 197 
James Park 200 183, 184 
Samuel Street 400 185, 187, 188, 189 
T ohn Carl 440 186, 203, 204, 2 I 3 
1:manuel Stinehuff 200 214, part 215 
James Cra wford 50 Part 2 IS 
Andrew Heron 250 222, 223 
John Camp 250 250, 251 
In 1799 only two patents were issued, namely: 


(
eorge Bowman 
Leonard 
Iisener 


4 00 29, 3 0 , 3 1 , 3 2 
230 198, 210 


180 I was the next date of issue, when these grants were made: 


Abraham Larraway 200 I 4, I 02 
(
eorge Upper 4 00 43, 89, I 12, 66 
John Decue 200 58, 8 I 
.\nthony Upper 100 95 
Adam I >ennis 4 00 105, 106, 12 9 
Benajah Williams 100 113 
Eleanor Ostrandcr 100 I IS 
Isaac ( )strander 100 I 16 
(
eorge I.utes 100 II] 
(
eorge Hoover 200 126, 127 
John Dcnnis 100 128 
Frederick Buck 200 21 9, 220 
John Castlenlan 100 221 


The following patents hear date 1802 : 
(
L'orge Miller 200 25, 26 
John Wilson 350 50, 51, 52, part 53 
fohn Brown 100 108 
-Benjamin Canhy 400 109. I 10. I I I, 134 
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John McAlwain 100 164 
Hon, Robert Hamilton 200 181, 182 
James Gregor 222 199, 200 
John \Vill,iams 220 201, 202 
Jonathan Silverthorn 210 229, 230 
In 1803 the following grants were made: 


George Turney 144 I, 4- 
Jonathan Hagar 3 00 62, 63, 64, 85 
Isaac Ostrander 200 7 0 ,93 
Peter Ostrander 100 94 
Benajah Williams 100 9 0 
John Brown 100 J3 1 
Peter Staght 200 16 5, 17 0 
I }ehorah Topham ì 
John, Andrew, \Vm. 
and Nathan Cohoe J 3 00 166, 167, 168, 172 
Christina Ostrander 
Amy Keevers et al 
Edward Topham 100 173 
Hon. Robert Hamilton 100 19 0 
Job Robins 100 19 1 


The later grants were given in the following years: 
f Andrew Hansalear 200 12, 13 
8 Peter Ostrander 100 7 1 
I 041 John Wilson 200 73, 74 
John Lutz 200 155, 16 3 
8 {George Turney 124 2, 5 
I 05 John Hill 200 15, 16 
8 6 {Peter Boughener 100 15 2 
I 0 Sarah Robins 200 19 2 , 193 
180 7 Andrew Whitsell 200 82,83 
{H enry Damewood 200 153, 154 
8 8 Tho, and John } 
I 0 Wilson and 800 905, 9 06 , 9 0 7, 9 08 , 9 0 9, 2 16, 2 17, 
John Hannin 218 
f John Hill 3 2 Pa rt 8 
180 9- George Keefer 3 2 Part 8 
l Eleanor Ostrander 100 16y 
8 J Mathias Crysler 200 23 8 , 239 
I 10 lAndrew Whitsell 100 54 



SF.TTI.F.
fENT :21 
fceorge Bowman ISO Part 28, 19 
· 8 First Rectory in 
I I I l Thorold 4 00 9 8 , 99, 100, 121 
William Halton 3 0 Part 2 I 5 
181 5 I Lt. CoI. Colley 1 100 224 
\ Lyons L. Hoster J . 
8 6' Thomas Topping 100 ql 
I I \John Darling 100 153 
181] Stephen Sebum 3 00 12 3, [24, 12 5 
182 5 Joseph .\ugustus 
\\' ilford 84 225 
[ 82 9 John Clark 200 2 I I, 2)2 



lany of these names have a special interest because of historic 
association. The following men had served in the Re\olutionary 
war in Col. Butler's famous company of Rangers: 


Tacob Hall 
Ahraham Overholt 
Andrew Jones 
John Brown 
John Lutes 
George Lutes 
Peter :\Iisener 
Leonard :\lisener 
George 
l iller 
E/ekiel Younglove 
John Stoffie 


\\'illiam Vanevery 
Christian Bouck 
Thomas Har.lgan 
James Park 
(;eorge Bowman 

\hraham Larraway 
T ohn DeCou 
i.'rederick Buck 
J 01111 Castleman 
(;eorge 'I'u rney 

Iath)as Crysler 


In the Canadian Archives, Haldimand collection, we find this 
account of Capt. Jacob Ball : 
" First Lieutenant Jacob Ball. 
Place of nativity, Schohary in ye County of Alhany, P. N. Vk. 
Length of service-6 years. 
.\ Farmer, Captain of 
lilitia, left his estate and family in ) 77'6 
and hrought off part of a company of men and joined the corps of 
Rnngers." 


.\s the Halls had \\.hig relatives, and were connected hy lllJ.rriage 
with the Yan Rensse\aers of Re\olutionary fame, the Tory members 
of the family had to pay dearly for their loyalty, 
The Turneys were an Irish family, as is shO\\n by the followin
 
extract from the .\rchives concerning one of the Rangers: 
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"First Lieutenant John Turney. 
Place of Nativity-Strangford, County Down, Ireland. 
Length of service, 25 years, I8 years on the King's (or 8th) 
Regiment, 17 of which a tlOn-commissioned officer." 
Many of the Thorold patentees were not residents of the town- 
ship. The Hon. Robert Hamilton lived at Queenston, and took an 
active part in the early politics of the conntry. Isaac' Swayze, who 
made his home at Niagara, was a member of the first Parliament 
of Upper Canada. Samuel Street's name was associated with 
Niagara Falls; he was known as the wealthiest man in Canada, 
and was a sort of banking institution for all the settlers in the 
district. 
Among the actual residents of the township, rhe l\liseners were 
among the first comers. They were of Dutch extraction, the 
original spelling of the name being l\Iiw:udt, afterwards corrupted to 
M uisener. The brothers, Leonard and Peter, came from Pennsyl- 
vania near the Virginia border; they brought their goods and 
chattels in a wagon that had carried supplies for the King's party in 
1776 ; a hub of this wagon is still in the possession of one of their 
descendants. Leonard Misener first took up 500 acres of land near 
Drummondville, but as he could rai!:.e only buckwheat there, he 
exchanged for land in Thorold near the present village of Port 
Robinson. 
The DeCous were another family whose name appears in various 
forms; we find it in documents as DeCue, DeCau and DeCow, 
while the present spelling is DeCew. The filmily had origin3.liy 
fled from France as Huguenots; and after several generatiùns 
had lived in England some of the name emigrated to Vermont, 
where Capt. John DeCou was horn in 1766. At the dose 
of the American revolution his father's family removed to Upper 
Canada, crossing the river at Queenston. Capt. I >eCou selected 
a property to his liking in the townships of Thorold and Grantham, 
including what is now DeCew Falls on the Beaverdam Creek, He 
purchased one man's right to a hundred acres for an axe and an 
Indian blanket, and another hundred acres for a gold doubloon. 
George Bowman, or Boman, was a Dutch Loyalist, who came 
with his son in 1783 from the Schuylkill mountains near the 
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Hudson. They tra\elled on foot for about five hundred miles 
through an almost unbroken wilderness. After securing a title to a 
large block of land in Thorold, they returned to their old h0me, 
where Bowman settled his affairs; and then, with his wife and five 
children, he started on the long journey to the scene of his future 
labors. 
The Swayzes (or Sweezys) were of \Velsh descent, and came to 
l":anada from 
ew Jersey. Israel Swayæ was the chief founder of 
the old settlement at the Beaverdams. 
In 1790 George Keefer, a youth of eighteen, and his brother 
Jacob, two years younger, left the United States to seek a home 
under British rule. Their father haçl come from the vicinity of Stras- 
bourg, and settled in New Jersey, but the Republican government 
had confiscated all his property. The brothers walked all the way 
from New Jersey to Canada, following an Indian trail through a 
dense forest. \Vhen they reached the site of Buffalo, they found 
only a few fishing huts. Crossing the Niagara River at Fort Erie, 
they continued their way until on the site of the town of Thorold 
they found a lone squatter who had cut down a few trees and built 
a log hut. He gbdly sold his claim to the young men, who stayed 
for two years clearing the land and making a home for their mother 
and family. In 1792 the brothers walked hack for them, and 
several other families returned with them to Canada. 
John Brown came from Schohary in Albany County, Xew York 
State. He was a (
erman by hirth and a Lutheran hy religion, 
although in the matter of war his views were decidedly Quakerish. 
He first made his home at Niagara, where his son was horn in 1784, 
but before Thorold was sun eyed he took up land jn the township, 
where he lived until his death in 1804. 
The {'ohoes had originallyemiwated from the north of Ireland 
to Kew Jersey, and from thc latter placc they came to Canada in 
1787, The childrcn received grants of land in Thorold, in 
acknowledgment of a petition sent hy them to the go\crnor in I 78y, 
statill
 th:1t their father had heen the only Tory memher of a largc 
family, and that his politics had hrought him to this prm"ince, and 
that after suffering many pri\":ltion.. hecause of his loyalty he had 
dicd in the" staning year." 
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The Hartzel Road from Merritton to St. Catharines has been 
called after a Thorold settler-George Hartsell (or Hartzel) as the 
name is now spelt.) 
John Carl's grant included the present village of Port Robinson. 
The oldest house still standing in the village is that originally huilt 
by him. Although since hricked in, it still bears traces of the old 
Dutch architecture. 
The Uppers came from New Jersey, crossing the Niagara river at 
Fort Erie. They brought a small herd of cattle with them, and 
stopped at a spring just north of Allanburgh, Here they decided to 
make their home, and the first log building was very near the site of 
the present large stone house owned hy one of their descendants. 
The Hoovers came to this country from )'lorris county, New 
Jersey, travelling on foot most of the way, and crossing the Niagara 
river at Queenston, They brought only a cow and a horse with 
them, and therefore they were particubrly careful to spare the poor 
animals as much as possible on the long journey from New Jersey. 
John Vanderburgh (or Van der Berg, as the name appears in old 
papers) came from the Mohawk valley in New York state in 1784, 
accompanied by his wife and three children, Jacob, Elizabeth and 
Harmonius. His grant from the crown included the 
ite of the 
present village of Allanburgh, where many of his descendants still 
live. 
The Wilkersons were English Loyalists who proved their 
allegiance to the King again in 18 [2, Their crown, grant of land 
lying between Thorold and Allanburgh is still in the possession of 
the Wilkerson family. 



CHAPTER III 


EARLY STRUGGLES AND SUCCESSES 


Log hc;>uses. I
genious contrivances, Fruits, game and fish. \\'oo))en clothing. 
ItInerant tailors and shoemakers, \\ïld animals. Swamps, The" Cold. 
Hungry Year" of 1788. :\Iilitary stores. The Great Hurricane of 1792, 
Constitutional ..\ct. First Parliament of Upper Canada. The old Lutheran 
Church. Rev. Rohert Addison. Extracts from his register. Old burying 
grounds. First mills and shops, Rumors of war. 


The way of the pioneer is always hard, but the settlers of the 
Niagara district had more than ordinary hardships to endure. 
However, during the first four years after the Revolutionary war, 
their troubles were chiefly those incident 
o a wilderness life. 
Fortunately, the government grant included tools and seed for every 
Loyalist. and thus some slight compensation was made for the 
possessions left in their old homes. The men were kept busy clearing 
the woods, sowing the grain and building log huts. Rude structures 
these first houses were, but by no means uncomfortable. The earth 
was dug away from the floor, and a well-mixed clay stamped in its 
place; huge fire-places were built, in which the largest stumps could 
be burnt; sometimes the house was built around the stumps left from 
felled trees, and these did duty as seats. (;Iass was unobtainable, 
and several substitutes were used for windows, a common one being 
oiled paper stretched over apertures in the wall. The nearest shops 
were at Niagara-on-the-I ake, and naturally all imported articles were 
e
tremely dear. Nails cost a shilling a pound, so they were ,"cry 
little used, wooden pegs being drivcn in to fasten hoards together. 
One settler had to walk to Rochester, New York, for a set of harrow 
teeth, and then had to carry them home on his hack. 
The forest itself provided the settlers with food; cven in the 
early days fruit was abundant in this district, and plums, strawberries, 
raspherries, hlackberries, grapes, huckleherries. cranberries, and nab 
C1827 
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apples all grew wild. \Yalnuts, butternuts, chestnuts, hickorynuts 
and beechnuts were gathered for the larder, while the sweets were 
also to be procured for very little trouble; the maple provided 
syrup and sugar, while 
oney was obtained fro,m the hives of wild 
bees. Game was plentiful, and each farmer had his troughfuls of 
venison and squirrel salted for the winter. These troughs were 
merely logs hollowed out to serve as substitutes for barrels. 
Rabbits, pigeons, quail, plm:er and fish were common artides of 
food. 
Grain being scarce at first, acorns and the common nuts were 
gathered for the hogs. The fire-light was strong enough to read by, 
but few of the settlers possessed many books other than a German 
or English Bible, Grease was burnt for lights, and aftprwards 
candles were made from beeswax. All the clothes worn were 
woollen; nearly every family possessed a spinning wheel, while one 
loom served for several. The walnut and butternut husks and the 
sumach furnished natural dyes. Boots were a great luxury, and 
it was only when itinerant cobblers began to visit the district that 
even the women possessed any footgear. Then a hide would be 
tanned, and the shoemaker would find plenty of employment. In 
the same way, the tailors of those days used to travel from house to 
house, In various ways inventive brains and capable hands 
contrived many little substitutes for the comforts to which the 
settlers had once been accustomed, and gradually the Loyalists 
acquired the little possessions that commonly helong to civiliæd 
life. 
Still, the forest held its terrors as well as its stores. The settlers 
were constantly in danger from the wild animals that were roaming 
about, and the horses and ('
ttle had to be sheltered from them 
every night. \Yolves were continually prowling around and attack- 
ing the cows. No uncommon story is that of the farmer's daughter 
who in searching one night for the cattle that had strayed farther 
than usual was overtaken by darkness in the bush; and, knowing it 
impossible to get the animals through the wood at that hour, climbed 
a tree to be safe from the wolves until morning, when fewer dangers 
would beset the way. In the records of the council of the united 
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counties of Lincoln and Weiland are the following items, showing 
how these animals were got rid of: "1850, bounty paid for seven 
wolf scalps," and "1854, bounty paid for seventeen wolf scalps." 
Foxes, too, made their usual raids upon the farms, and even within 
the last decade these sly prowlers have occasionally been found in 
Thorold township, when they have furnished sport for a few hunts- 
men and their hounds. Black bears were common: and panthers 
were also occasionally seen, the last one having been killed about 
sixty-eight years ago; uttering hideous yells, it passed with almost 
lightning speed through the township, and was killed at Pelham, 
where all the farmers turned out to attack it with pitchforks. Eagles 
were plentiful in the carly days, and were the terror of the settlers' 
flocks, The royal bird is not yet quite extinct in this district, for 
within the last three years some of the species have been shot near 
Shriner's pond. 
At that time the low lying lands at the north-east of the 
township were mere swamps-the source of disease and the home of 
the rattlesnake. During- the war of 1812 both the British and the 
Cnited States soldiers stationed in this district suffered greatly from 
malaria. and Lieut, FitLGibhon said that he was glad to get his men 
away from such a sink of disease, Later on agriculture and the 
constructing of the canals drained these morasses, but as late as the 
middle of this century the climate was still miasmatic. 
However, in spite of these dangers and troubles, a great deal of 
progress had heen made. (
ood results were showing from the four 
years of patient work, and the hopeful pioneers were just becoming 
encouraged by the bountiful han'ests, when, in 1788, a famine fell 
upon the land. I >nring the spring and summer of that year, several 
successive frosts destroyed the crops. No grain was brought to 
maturity, and the poor settlers suffered terribly, for they had not yet 
been able to provide for sm:h a contingency, Those li\.ing ncar the 
lake or river were able to procure fish, hut those on inland 
farms had very few resources. By the King's bounty, as it was 
called, provision was again made for serving gr.lÌn and food from the 
(;overnment stores to tho
e in need, but ill-fed m
n amI women 
could not walk any great distance to procure these rations. Of 
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course, there were as yet vcry few horses or oxen III the township. 
Niagara and Queenston were the nearest store-houses, the supphes 
at the latter place being given out by the Secords. Very pathetically 
this was named the" Hungry year," and as such it has since been 
known. Drawn nearer together by the brotherhood of suffering, the 
poor settlers helped one another as much as possible, Those who 
had cows kept their poorer neigh bors supplied with milk and curds. 
One farIper, who felt that his cow must be sacrificed rather than his 
family, went out to kill the animal, but found himself too tender- 
hearted to act as his own butcher; however, just as he returned to 
his cabin, his children discovered and pryed out some grains of 
maize that had got between the cracks of the loft. These, hruised 
and hoiled, helped to ward off starvation for a short time, Then 
some Indians came to beg; bat when they saw the state of want to 
which the poor white colonists were reduced, they ga\'e food- 
bread, made from bean flour-instead of taking it. Also, they told 
the poor settlers of the pork and beans that were being given out 
from the military stores, The wheat, which had to be cut while still 
unripe, was dried in the sun, and when shelled between stones was 
used for food; mixed with water, or with milk when the latter was 
procurable, the grain made a palatable and nourishing dish. The 
leaves of the beech tree when cooked took the place of vegetables 
for that summer, and in the fall the nuts were eagerly welcomed, 
In the winter the settlers fared less badly, for they could then shoot 
game; but in the spring of ] 789 the suffering was very great. 
There i" very little to be found in official documents I elating to 
the" Hungry year," The first notice of the scarcity of provisions to 
be found in state papers is in a report sent on the 14th of Fehruary, 
17 8 9, by Lord Dorchester to Lord Sydney, stating that on account 
of want of food he had allowed the free importation of provisions. 
On the 14th of March Lord Dorchester reported that in addition to 
opening trade by Lake Champlain for importing provisions, 
applications had been made for permission to import by sea. 
On the 25th of January, 1789, Bishop Hubert sent a circular to 
the clergy of the province of Quebt'c, saying: "The scarcity 
(disette) of this year having multiplied the poor in a gre.1t number 
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of the parishes, we must endeavor to multiply resources in their 
favor and to show more than cver sentiments of compassion for so 
many of the unfortunate," The Bishop also urged them to obtain 
grain for the spring sowing."* 
One month later the Bishop wrote that the efforts at relief were 
insufficient, and that in spite of every measure "misery is felt more 
keenly than ever in a great number of parishes." He desired the 
priests to enquire as to the best methods of relieving the distress. t 
With the help from the King's stores, the spring was tided over, 
and altogether only a very few lives were lost. The summers 
immediately following yielded splendid harvests, and there was great 
cause for the heartfdt rejoicing so generally shown, However, the 
" Hungry year" was not without its effect upon the founders of 
Cpper Canada, for a people whose lot had included rude labor, 
warfare and famine were not the men to shrink from smaller dangers 
or to be daunted by any common reverses. 
The year 1792 was marked by another calamity, which, however, 
proved to be a blessing in the end, A violent hurricane passed over 
the southwestern portion of the township, levelling all the houses in 
its path, but at the same time uprooting the trees, thus effectually 
clearing the woods. A road was afterwards built through this storm- 
swept region from Fonthill to Port Robinson, and was appropriately 
named the" Hurricane Road." 
From this time until the outbreak of the war progress was 
continuous, the greatest activity being shown in the neighhorhood of 
the Short H ills, or St. Johns, K ew and better houses were built as 
more of the Loyalists came over. .\hout the close of the century 
some English <)uakers, who had waited to test the new (;O\ernment 
of the C'nited States, settled near the Pelham side of the township. 
In 1791 the Constitutional .\ct had given the people greater security 
in the tenure of their land. and in 1792, when Kewark (Kiagara) was 
made the seat of (;o\'ernment for Upper Canada, the meeting uf 
Parliament brought new interests into the lives of the Thorold 
settlers. ..\ll their lrLlding was done at l\ewark, and all tlwir first 
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grain was ground there. so there was constant intercourse between 
the old lake town and the inland districts, Gradually, as the farmers 
had more time left after their agricultural labors, they hegan to turn 
their other talents to account, and various articks were manufac- 
tured that proved to be more marketable commodities than fa nI'l 
produce, and these were taken to Niagara and exchanged for 
groceries. Still, every member of the settlement worked hard; even 
the women helped in the fields and in the hush. and in one case the 
girls of the family dug the well. 
From the very first the Lutheran settlers worshipped together 
every Sunday in the different houses. They had all brought their 
German service books with 
them, and by means of public 
prayer and praise they man- 
aged to keep together little 
congregations here and there 
throughout the peninsula, At 
a very early date a log church 
was built for the use of the 
Lutherans from Thorold, Ni- 
agara and Stamford townships, 
the H utts, Balls, Keefers and 
Lampmans being those chief1y 
interested in its erection. 
"Cntil late in the sixties 
it stood in a corner of the 
old graveyard at the east of the present town of Thorold, It seems 
to have been known by many names, for we find it spoken of as the 
German, the Lutheran, and sometimes the Presbyterian church, 
Sunday was strictly observed among the old pioneers; even whistling 
on that day was considered extremely sinful. Yet the church 
services were also looked forward to as social gatherings, for long 
hefore the minister made his appearailce the people would meet at 
the old spring which is still to be seen jU!;t outside the graveyard. 
At the same time there was built near the church a comfortable 
log house, which was intended for a manse, However, as no 
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minister came, it was rented to Or. Prendergast, who came here from 
Mayville, K ew York, "'hen war was declared in 1812, he, with 
other aliens, was obliged to leave the country, but his daughter 
afterwards returned to Canada as the \\ ife of the Hon. William 
Hamilton 
f erritt of St. Catharines. 
The Lutherans had brought no pastor with them from the 
l\1ohawk valley, but the Church of England services being so like 
their own, they gratefully accepted the ministrations of the Rev. 
Robert Addison, who had been sent in ] 792 by the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, Dr. Addison was the 
first Rector of old St. 
lark's at Xiagara, but the parish of which he 
voluntarily assumed charge really ðtended throughout this district 
and as far as York (Toronto); and the careful entries in his register 
show how faithfully he administered the Church's rites for thirty- 
seven years. \\Y e find him preaching in private houses in Thorold 
township and baptiLing at the Twelve :\lile Creek, as St, Catharines 
was then called; but the more important services were usually 
held at Niagara, a church having been built there in 1804, The old 
register of St. \Jark's contains several items referring to Thorold, 
among others the following entries: 
"'eddings, Niagara, 1809, May 4, 
Jacou H, Ball, Bachelor, and Catherine Clement, Spinster. 
Burials, Niagara, 1810. Old ..\nna :\feisner. 
Baptisms at Twelve Mile Creek, 1815, \lay 14. 
\Jary Ann Larraway of Jonas and 'Jary. 
Caroline Bowman of Adam and Hannah, 
Jane Jemima Larraway of Harm()nene and Phæbe. 
Agnes, t 
Nancy, J -Howman of Adam and Hannah. 
George Adam 
\Veddings, 
iagara, 1815, June 8. 
George Keefer, Widower, and Jane Emory, Widow. 
Weddings, Kiagara, 1816, Novr. 7, 
Jacob A. Hall, Bachelor, and Eli/al>cth Hostetter, Spinster 
(of Grantham). 
Baptisms, 1817, Jan'y 21. 
Emily Browne of riper years. 
John Browne of Richard and Emily. 
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Baptisms, 1818, 
lay 27. 
Amelia Keefer of George Keefer Esq. and Jane. 
Weddings, Niagara, 1823, December 25. 
Thomas Creen, Bachelor, and Anna )), Ball (Thorold), 
Spinster. 
Mr. Creen afterwards succeeded Mr. Addison as Rector of St. 

Iark's. 
Before any churches were built the burying-grounds were on the 
settlers' farms. " God's Acre" the Germans reverently called these 
plots set apart for the dead. Most of the older tombstones have 
either been destroyed or the inscriptions have he
n so rudely cut 
that it is impossihle now to dt'cipher them. One of the oldest 
inscriptions in the Brown graveyard at the Core reads: 
Magdalene Brown. 
Ap, 18th, 180-1-. 
Aged 54. 
Born 1750. 
In the Misener, Carl and Ball hurying ground, near port 
Robinson, some of the earliest seulers are buried; hut the oldest 
stones have been stolen, That erected to the memory of Leonard 
Misener and his wife hears this inscription: 
Leonard Misener 
Died Sept. 3, [806. 
62 years. 
Barhara :\lisener, 
\Vidow of Leonard Misener, 
Died 23rd Apl., 182 I. 
Then follows a quaint verse of the old time elegiac order. 
In the graveyard at Beaverdams, one of the oldest 111 the 
township, the earliest date that is at all decipherable is 180 I. These 
are the oldest inscriptions: 
Here lieth the Body 
of Peter \\' ea ver 
Who departed this life, the 7th dav of 
1arch, 
in the year of Our Lord, 180 I. 
He was aged 52 years, 7 months and 10 days. 
Here lies the Body of -- Shaver 
\\'ho departed this life Sept. 5th 
in the year of Our Lord, 1805. 







fi 
ø

 

:') 
ø 
 

 
 
ø 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


" ] 
, 1 

1 
.' I 
. 


:J \ 


\ 

 

 

 

 
rJ 



 


t 


" 


-..\ 
10 11 
\.. 

" 
. .
 
ø 



 '-/k "E".
 
 


GEOhGE KEEFER, SR. 


I
 


i
 
f
 
_.<;t
 


.

 


.,' 


BOI II in SU
"L",[ County. ('o
ony of Nl W Jl'fSC) 
()V, 8. 1r3 Died a Thorold. June 25, I
5
 aged 84 
years.17 month,. .J.llci 17 cia) s. 




. 


Q 
..;. 
, \ 
... Y 

 



 
\,- 


, 


GEORGE 
9 roft .,). 17(.1q .DIed Nuv. I 11 


ELIZAL
. 1 HAlhu 
I Ii [I 


JÃCOB 
110",,, J D d Ju' 


'\.. 


"ATHblUNE LAMPßIA'
 
Born 17

, Llec111:J13 



 


::MA T
Y 
HER DAUOHTeJ 
Bor l' . 
Die" 1..0." 


..... \ 


Po of TII 
a 


,"'" 


I 


P":'l'1 R 
I 


ANNA KELHO 
A, n J , n d Mil)' '. UfO' 



 
) 



 


'
I 
j 



 


CATH- 
81 n Ja" 


E STMAN 
r 


SAMUEL 
ø, II Jitn. III. n'ut' I. 7. I,ex, 


JOII N 
J. '-1' PI d III 


Children of George Keefer and Catherine Lampman, 
who dIed in 1814 



'
e;;.l 


.. 


'" 
..,......-:s 


\ 


JAM 
 


"/i 
 


LU\.IUDTUS 


, 


AMELIA MI'FARLAND 
r .' 1 


4 
:>> 


" 


-- 


JANE McBRIDE, 
WI of Geor Keefer 


\,.'- 
, ; 


. 
THOMAS C 


-,.c 


CHARLIIS H 
lIMn 1/ 10. 1111:I. DI." 00. I 
 I 


Born liIo 4.1821 


.. 
 


, \ 


ALEXANDER 
80m MuW'. 10. .125 IU ..J' ø. 1Na. 


Children of Georgp Kee"gr qnd J-.-r-
 Mr?"'ld
. 
who dip", ] 11 1383 




F.\RI.Y STRU<;GLES AND SrCCESSRS 


33 


In the old cemetery at AlIanlmrgh, where so many of the 
pioneers are buried, there are no dates of interments to he found 
made there before the war. The earliest inscriptions that can now 
be read appear thus: 


In Memory of 
Noah Davis 
Son of ""right Davis, who departed 
this life December 29th, 
1813, Aged 21 years 
and 2 months. 


In l\I emory of 
OMary Crysler, 
\rho departed this life on 
the I....th Deco, 1815, in 
the 52nd year of her age. 
Even in the very early days of the settlement time was taken to 
inl;truct the young. The older boys and girls, who worked in the 
fields all day, spent the evening in study. Those who lived near 
enough used to attend a night-school conducted by Dr, Prendergast 
at his house, and here many of the youths gained a solid foundation 
in the more necessary hranches of learning, 
At first the nearest mills were at Niagara and Queenston; hut as 
early as 1801 we find in the municipal records of Thorold township 
mention of DeCou's grist-mill, while John Darling's mill is spoken 
of as being in existence in 1803, Some time before the war of 1812 
Jacoh Ball had a saw-mill on a little stream running through what 
is now called Wilson's bush, east of the town of Thorold. The 
foundation is still to be seen a little east of the culwrt under the 
Weiland divil;ion of the Grand Trunk Railway. At a very early 
date John DeCou built an oil-mill, there being none at that 
time between the two lakes. He was aided in his enterprise by 
Colonel Hamilton of Queen
t()n, who imported thc neccssary 
ironwork from Scotland. 
Onc of the first shops in the town'ìhip was kept hy an old man 
named I,ard, It was situated just within the Thorold houndary. 
oppo
ite the George Iloo....cr place. Here the farmers could trade 
their butter and eggs for other groceries, while Lard sold this f.mn 
produC'e at 
iagara. .\t the smaller shops l"H>rything W.lS paid for 
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in kind, but as the goods were brought from 
lontreal the 
necessaries and many of the luxuries were procurable in this 
way. There are still in the possession of the Hoover family a side 
saddle and a china dinner service for which butter W:-IS traded at 
Niagara in 1812. At Fort George the commis<;ary paid at the rate 
of twenty-five cents a pound for butter, and twenty-fi\>"e cents a dozen 
for eggs; and many a housewife managed to accumulate considerable 
silver by selling her share of the farm prod uce at the barracks. 
Before the close of the war, George Keefer opened a shop 
directly in front of Maplehurst, on what is now St. I )avid's street, in 
Thorold. 
At Niagara, the people learned all the news of the day, and not 
a little interest was taken in the great war then going on in Europe, 
Gradually there began to reach them rumors of an approaching 
contest between England and the United States, and of the intention 
of the new republic to attack Canada. Needless to say, the men, 
and even the women, who had left the older American colonies 
because of their loyalty, were willing now to risk everything rather 
than to give up their new homes under the British flag. 
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Outhr
ak of \\ar in 1812, Americans take York and I","iagara. The Peninsula in 
their hands. The hattle of Stone}" Creek. Americans retreat to Fort 
(;eor
e. .\merican raids. Chapin's band. Hiding of valuables, Capt. 
Merritt's dragoons and FitzGibbon's scouts. Capt, DeCou's account of 
his experiences as a prisoner of \\ ar, :\filitar)" supplies stored in DeCou's 
house. 


When the \V3 r of 1812 hroke out several companies of volunteers 
were formed, and a great many Thorold men 
en.ed in the Lincoln 
militia, The residents on the frontier were constantly in danger,. 
and for nearly a month-from 
'lay 27th, to June 24th, I8I3-the 
Americans had actual possession of the Niagara peninsula. On the 
former date their fleet reached Fort Ceorge (Niagara) after a 
successful attack on York. Here, close to their own shores, they 
were three times rcpulsed when they attempted to land; but Cen. 
Vincent, who had not enough men nor sufficient ammunition to 
sustain so unequal a conflict, was obliged to leave the fort to the 
enemy, after spiking the guns and blowing up the magazine. 
Retreating to Queenston, he sent orders to the garrisons at Fort 
Erie and Chippawa to join him at Bea\"erdam
. Thc next day 
he continued his retreat to Burlington. Hcights, thus leaving the 
cncmy in possessiðn of the Niagara frontier, The Americans madc 
the most of their hrief tenure: offi
ers wcre sent to e\'ery housc in 
the neighborhoo
 to exact a parole from all the male inhabitants, 
and tho'\e who resistl'd We'rC thrcatened with exilc and imprison- 
ment.* 
Ceneral \ïncent was now completely cut off from help. \\ïth 
York and 
iagara both in the hands of the en('my. and his own troops 
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about half-way hetween these two forts, and with the American fleet 
on the Lake, the outlook was anything but encouraging, However, 
his men, less than two thousand in numbcr, were eager for battle. 
On the 6th of June a detachment of the United States army 
encamped for the night at Stoney Creek. Information was brought 
to the British, and sconts wcre at oncc sent out by (;en, Yincent. 
To obtain a better knowledge of the ..\merican camp, several of the 
militiamen, dressed in civilians' clothes, passed through the enemy's 
Jines selJing hutter and other supplies.* It was ascertained that the 
American forces, though numbering about 3,750 men, were badly 
disposed, and might he unable to resist a spirited attack. About 
seven hundred men were chosen from the 8th and 49th regiments, 
and were put under the command of Col. John Harvey, who led 
them out at night to surprise the sleeping enemy. The attack was 
completely successful; nearly a hundred prisoners were taken, 
including the two American generals, Winder and Chandler; and 
two field-guns were captured. The bewildered foe, leaving their 
dead on the field, retreated to Fort George, their flight being 
considerably precipitated by sundry attacks from Major Evans' 
companies of infantry, aided by all the farmers in the neighborhood. 
General Dearborn, discouraged by the result of this expedition, at 
once withdrew the garrisons from the outposts, and entrenched his 
troops, in all about six thousand men, within Fort George. t 
General Vincent now established his headquarters at Forty Mile 
Creek, or Grimsby, and many detachments were sent throughout the 
country, although the British werc not strong enough to make an 
attack upon Fort George (at Niagara). In many cases the Canadian 
militia were dishanded, but were ordered to g<1 at once _.. to the 
assistance of the British if ever they heard the sound of guns. They 
were also warned not to keep their arms in th6 houses, for the 
Americans would certatnly take them from them. 
The enemy now roamed about the country, a company of New 
York volunteers under Major Cyrenius Chapin of Buffalo making 
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raids upon the farmhouses all oyer the peninsula, Chapin's men 
were really only a band of marauders, whose doings were not always 
countenanced at headquarters, 
lany Americans of the lower 
classes also came over in swarms to secure all the plunder possible; 
they landed at Queenston, where they were met by a renegade 
Can:ldian named Scheldenburg, who directed them to the wealthier 
houses, Most of the inhabitants had hidden their valuables, any 
plate that they possessed being safely buried. . No place was really 
secure, but one of the best depositories was that chosen by a careful 
housewife, who buried her silver teapot beside a spring of water, 
where the mud could be well stamped down over it and show no 
suspicious traces. The Hanselers had $20,000 in specie, which they 
hid in a barrel and buried, and made doubly secure hy placing a 
heavy cider-press over the spot. Notwithstanding all these 
precautions, considerable booty was secured by the 6 \mericans, who 
showed a marked predilection for all the English watches that they 
could lay their hands on. They had to mak
 the most of every 
opportunity, for they sometimes found their movements restricted by 
a few bands of British scouts. Col. Clarke with his company, No. 
2 Lincoln militia, and Capt. Merrilt with a troop of Provincial 
dragoons* afforded some protection to the inhabitants. and caused 
considerable discomfort to the enemy. 
Lieut. Fiu;Gibbon of the 49th, Brock's old regiment, gained 
permission to lead a hand of fifty men as scouts into the peninsula. 
:\fany volunteered to accompany him, but he took only forty-six men 
of the 49th and three Canadian militiamen -Thompson, Ensign 
,rinder and Jarvis, afterwards Judge Jarvis of Brockville, From the 
green facing on the tunics of the 49th, these men came to he called 
" Fitl;Gibhon's (;reen 'uns" and the "(;rt:en Tigers." This little 
company used to break up into three divisions. and thus coyer more 
ground, while they communicated with one another by mcan
 of 
('o\\-hells and a code of signals that they had arranged, Th
y 
intcrrupted communication betwecn Fort Erie and Fort George; 
and, destroying the bridge over the Chippawa ri\cr, they had Chapin 


· 'Ierrill"s J "lima!. 



3 8 


HI
TOR\ OF THOROLD 


shut up in a corner, until ISO infantry from Fort Erie came to 
his assistance, t 
Among the Canadians who were taken prisoners was John 
DeCou, who has left us this interesting account of his experiences: 
I was appointed captain of a company of militia, and being 
thoroughly British I turned out with my men, although conscious 
that we had to fight against great odds, yet determined to make up 
by courage what we lacked in numbers, After engaging in several 
skirmishes, I was among the few that were made prisoners at the 
taking of Niagara, We were at once hurried across the river to 
Batavia, where we were joined by some of our regulars. 
We now numbered in all about fifty prisoners, but only a small 
guard was placed over us. We discovered in the place an arsenal 
containing arms and ammunition, and resolved to capture it, and 
thus arm ourselves and make our way home. \Ve laid our plans 
carefully, and appointed the time to put them into execution. Our 
movements were to be made at night, when we should have least 
to fear from the inhabitants; but just before the hour arrived one of 
our regulars divulged our wild scheme to the enemy. Our 
indignation against the traitor wa5 so great that our guard had to 
rescue him; but his red coat could not be found, and enquiry after 
it elicited the remark from one of his old comrades that "He 
deserted his colors and his coat deserted him." An opportunity was 
shortly afterwards presented, when said coat was placed on a post 
and whipped to shreds. 
Shortly after this we were moved about from place to place, and 
we proved to be great objects of curiosity, one old lady expressing 
disappointment at finding that we were "just like our/olks." At 
length we arrived at Pittsfield, and twelve officers, myself among the 
number, were selected as hostages to be sent to Washington and 
executed, in retaliation for the supposed execution of some Americans; 
these men, however, proved to be deserters of our army, who were 
captured when found bearing arms against us, After travelling 
night and day towards Washington, we received notice th:lt the 
orders for our execution had been countermanded. The reason for 
this was Sir George Prevost's action in pl:lcing twenty-four 
Americans in dose confinement, and threatening to pm to death two 
of the enemy for everyone of our men that the Americans executed. 
While the matter was being arranged we were ordered to be kept 
at Philadelphia, and were placed in what was called the Invincible 
Prison, a large three-storied building, the third flat of which 
contained a spacious hall to which we all had access during the 
day. We were humanely treated, and ffJr a time had liberty to 
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traverse a portion of the city on parole. During our parole we wcre 
frequently invited to the tables of the wealthier inhabitants; and 
naturally, the chief topics of conversation on these occasions were the 
war and its injustice. 
On returning to our restricted positions our longing for home, 
coupled with uncertaint\' as to our ultimate position, caused us 
again to plan our escape. At the end of the hall nearest the street 
there was a fire-place, the chimney of which was sufficiently large to 
admit of our escape through it. It was grated with iron bars, and 
at least two of these would have to be removed for our egress, We 
knew the hours when we were usually left alone, so we commenced 
operations on the grates with little saws made from the mainsprings 
of our watches, which we had placed in frames for that purpose: but 
the work was not completed he fore our tools were worn out, Help 
came in the end from a young lady who had become engaged to one 
of our men, She furnished a phial of aquafortis, hidden in a 
handkerchief, and this soon completed the work" The chimney was 
inspected every day, and to prevent suspicion we had to replace the 
grate when we were not working at it ; wrapping it in sooty paper, we 
n1anaged to fasten it securely in place, and thus prevent detection, 
We next made a rope by tying strips of bedding together: we chose 
the hour between eight and nine in the ever.ing for our escape, as 
we were usually alone, and the street was not much frequented at 
that time. I was the last to make the descent. and unfortunately 
for me the rope had broken with the man that preceded me. 
Finding myself at the end of the rope, I could do nothing but drop 
to the ground, where I found myself supported by nn- comrades, the 
blood running from my mouth. With difficulty I prevailed upon 
my comrades to leave me and make their own escape, as it was 
impossible for me to travel. ..\fter remaining alone for somt> time 
I found that a heavy rain had begun to fall, and feeling 

ufficiently recovered to be able to walk, I started out; hut had 
not gone far when in the darkness I fell into an unoccupied cellar, 
I lost my hat in the fall, and :IS nearly a foot of water stood in the 
cellar I had to wade ahout for some length of time to recover my 
headgear and to find my way out: and in the meantime J heard the 
patrol of dragoons pass hy on the street. Xotwithstandin
 my 
accumulatcd hruises, I W.1S ahle to continue my journey until I saw 
a light from a window, towarùs which I proceeded, directed as I 
helicve by a kind Providence, On reaching the house and gaining 
admittance, I founù a lady and gentlem:ln uccupied with hooks, and 
I addresseù myself to them, saying: .. You see hefore you an 
unfortunate prisoner of war, who has just e:.c'apcd from the 
Invincihle, in which he has heen confined as a hostage with the 
possihility of execution. I ha\"e a wife ancl four children on the 
frontiers of ('anada, exposed to all the ills of a bloody war, I am 
maimed and hruisc"d in affecting my escalw. I .1m wholh' dt'pendent 
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upon what your mercy may induce you to do." The your.g nlan 
seemed lost in astonishment, and the laùy sat in silence, hut I saw 
tears in her eyes and a glow of generosity beaming on her 
countenance as she exclaimed: "I would risk everything rather 
than have him given up," They then proposed to hide me 
upstairs, but I advised them to allow me to go to some outhouse, so 
that if discovered I could say that I had secreted myself there 
without their knowledge. This they consented to, and I crawled 
into a hayloft over a stable. :\ly present anxiety heing somewhat 
relieved, I was given time to feel the full force of the pJ.in caused by 
my bruises, I was not neglected, however, for the young lady 
hrought me refreshments in the morning, and wept over my sad 
condition, One day I came nearly being discovered by some 
children, but I covered myself up effectually with the hay as I heard 
them approaching; however, they discovered some pretty buttons 
that I had bought in the city (for I never forgot my boys), and ran 
to the house with them. This aroused the watchfulness of the 
owner of the premises, and he himself afterwards kept guard over 
the building when the children were about, He was a Quaker, and 
was engaged in publishing a Bible. On the day following my 
concealment he presented me with a printed bill offering one 
hundred dollars for the capture of each of the escaped prisoners, and 
also announcing that if anyone was known to harbor them or in any 
way to assist in their escape his property would be confiscated and 
he himself would be tried for high treason, In view of the immense 
risk that he ran, I begged the Quaker to give me up and receive the 
reward; but to this he would by no mea:ls consent, preferring, as 
he said, a good conscience to his estates, although they were 
considerable. 
On the first forenoon after this bill was published, the escaped 
prisoners were all recaptured except myself and two others, who had 
friends in the city. I remained in my concealment for several days, 
during which time I received every possible kind attention, "'hen 
leaving my hiding-place I was furnished with a change of clothing to 
prevent detectifln, and was also provided with a sum of money for 
the expenses of my journey. I set out as a drover returning from 
market, and fell in with two others of that calling, from whom I 
obtained a great deal of information respecting the business, as well 
as considerable knowledge about the roads and the country through 
which I had to pass. I had great pain in one of my feet, which had 
been injured in my fall, hut this I accounted for by saying that I 
was afflicted with rheumatism. 
Knowing that I should not he able to cross the Xiagara river, I 
betook my way to Lower Canada, passing through Yermont, my 
native state. Near Bennington I found some of my relatives, to 
whom I made myself known; from them I received assistance that 
enabled me to continue my journey, by way of Rutland, to Burling- 
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ton, and thence by boat to Plattsburg. At Burlington a young man 
eyed me closely, and afterwards, when lighting me to bed, said: 
"Here you will be safe." In the morning he wakened me and 
conducted me to the boat, where he enquir
d if there were any 
officers on hoard. He probably took me for a deserting soldier. 
From Plattshurg I made my way to the Canadian border, on 
nearing which I eut a short cudgel and resolved not to be captured 
hy fewer than five men, I found myself sadly perplexed to know 
how to avoid the .Americans and how to fall in with the Canadian 
out-posts, for I dared not make any enquiries. However, I entered 
a cottage and found an old lady making johnny-cake, of which I got 
a share. I praised it highly, and the old lady became very talkative, 
and told me all I wanted to know. So, in a few hours afterwards, I 
found myself in a British camp, surrounded by red-coats and under 
my beloved Cnion Jack, I was then sent for by the general, who 
supposed I might have hroken my parole; but on hearing my story 
he gave me credit for tact and endurance, paid me my arrears and 
gave me a free pass home, where J arrived just two weeks after my 
fellow-captives, an exchange of prisoners having heen made in the 
meantime. 
During Capt. DeCou's absence part of his house had been turned 
into a soldiers' barrack, and it was from this place that FitzGihbon's 
men went out on their daring expeditions. In the same way 
Dittrick's barn, near St. Catharines, \\ as used as headquarters at times 
by Capt. Merritt's dragoons. 
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Americans resoh-e to dislodge FitzGibbon's men, True story of Laura Secord. 
Skirmish at the Beechwoods between the American detachment and the 

Iohawk Indians. Fitz(;ibbon's stratagem. Six hundred of the enemy 
surrender to fifty or sixty British. Articles of capitulation. 
1onument on 
the \\Telland Canal where the bones of American soldiers were found, 
FitzGibbon's promotion, his services in 1837, and his appointment as a 
:\lilitary Knight of \Vindsor. Laura Secord's after life. The certificate 
presented to her by Col. FitzGibbon, The proposed monument to her 
memory, 


On the 24th of June, ,8'3, an effectual check was put upon the 
enemy's progress by what is often vaguely called the "affair" at 
Beaverdams, Lieut. FitzGibbon with his band of scouts had taken 
up his headquarters at DeCew's stone house, a building which still 
stands about three miles west of the present town of Thorold, From 
this position he guarded the way to Bur:ington Heights; and the 
enemy, finding their progress greatly impeded, determined to dislodge 
these troublesome" Green Tigers." .r.,'fajor Chapin, always boastful, 
urged the attack, declaring that he was familiar with the country 
even farther inland than the Beaverdams. Although it is true that 
he had gone on his raids as far west as Fonthill, yet he aftcrwards 
proved himself unable to guide the Americans on their march, 
Through the unguarded language of hi mself and his followers, the 
enemy's plans became known even before the orders were signed at 
Fort George, Two soldiers, asking for food at James Secord's at 
Queenston, open]y spoke of their intentions; and their careless words 
.."ere not lost upon their unwilling entertainers. James Secord had 
been wounded at Queenston Heights, and was at home on parole, 
too crippled for active service j but it was decided that FitL;Cibbon 
must be warned, and after some consultation it was arranged that hi
 
,.tife should make the attempt. Early next morning, under pretext 
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of milking a refractory cow, which, however, by means of judicious 
prodding she managed to drive past the enemy's picket, Laura 
Secord began her long and perilous walk. "-hen at a safe distance 
from the sentries she hid her milking stool, and let her cow wander 
at will. The day hecame exceedingly hot, and near St, Davids she 
stopped [0 rest at the house of a friend, who tried to dissuade her 
from continuing her journey. However, she was not to be dis- 
couraged, and soon set out again on her loyal errand, Now began 
the most dismal part of her walk; to avoid the wildcats, rattlesnakes 
and Indian
, to circumvent the enemy's picket, and to find a path 
through the black swamp, was enough to tax every enf'rgy. \Vith all 
these dangers before her, it was impossible for her to take the direct 
route to DeCew's In her wanderings 
lrs, Secord crossed the 
Twelve Mile Creek at St. Catharines, and then, discovering that she 
had already gone too far, she recrossed the stream by means of a 
fallen tree at a point near the Turney farm, where the creek is still 
bridged in a somewhat primitive manner. Becoming diuy near the 
middle of the brook, she got down on her hands and knees and 
crawled along the log until she reached the other bank. .\t this 
moment the moon shone out, and she lifted up her hands in thanks- 
giving for its friendly beams. According to 
frs. Secord's own 
e,itimate she had already walked nincteen miles," although the direct 
route from Queenston to the I )eCew h(m
e is only twelve miles. 
Here 
lrs, 
ecord's own account, often told while her faculties 
were yct unimpaired to persons who are still li\'ing, differs materially 
from that of other narrators. 
Iost writcrs of her story tell of her 
coming upon an Indian encampment, but the heroine herself in her 
earlier days made no mention of such an adventure. She said that 
while walking along a rather well-frequented path she heard the 
sound of a horse's hoofs, and at um e hid behind some hu-.hes, hut 
recogni/ing the horsel11an as a prcJ.cher who had often conducted 
sen'ic
s at Queenston she came out and told hlln her errand. He 
tried to persuade her to ride the rest of the way, but she begged him 
to go on alone with all haste to warn Fit/Cihhon, while she waited 


· Lettcr from Laura Su',)rd to 1.( ..;sin
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there. I n due time her good friend returned, and mounted her 
upon his horse. When she reached ] )eCew's house she Waft 
received right royally by Lieut. FitzGibbon and his men, who pre- 
sented arms when she rode up. Mrs. DeCew urged her to remain 
for the night, hut she (lid not care to stay at a house that might 
soon be battered down by 
\merican guns, so she hegged to be 
taken to her friends the Turneys. Two Indians carried her thither 
in a hammock improvised from an army blanket, while a soldier 
walked on each side as guard. In this way she was safely borne 
over the same stream that she had crossed in such dread a short 
time before. 
FitzGibbon at once sank such stores as he had with him in a 
pond behind the DeCew house, in order that in case of defèat the 
enemy might not profit by them, 
The Americans were now making preparations for the attack. 
The expedition was entrusted to Col. .l3oerstler of the 14th U, :::;. 
infantry or Maryland regiment-a gallant officer, eager for active 
service, having already suffered many disappointments by seeing 
other men put in charge of work that had first been promised to 
him, The force under his command consisted of between 500 and 
600 men, including Capt. .McDowell's company of light artillery with 
two field-pieces (one six-pounder and one twelve-pounder), 20 
dragoons under Cornet Burd, Major Chapin's 38 or 40 militia, and 
the rest infantry of the 14th, 6th and 23rd regiments, t On the 
evening of the 23rd this detachment began the march from Fort 
George to Queenston, reaching the heights about midnight, as the 
roads were in a wretched state owing to the recent heavy rains, 
Early the next morning they continued their way, taking the moun- 
tain road, according to Boerstler's own account. Philip Metler and 
his brother were ploughing on their farm in Stamford when Chapin, 
whose band was in advance of th'e others, rode up and with an oath 
asked where the British soldiers were; getting no satisfactory answer 
he galloped on, but the 
letlers, fearing some trouhle, left their oxen 
and hid in the bush, and afterwards looked on at the fight. Little 


t .-\rmstrong says 500, \\ hilc Coffin stales the force as 6]3. 
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Hannah Feller, seeing the enemy pass, fled to the Hanselers' barn 
loft, from which she, too, watched the engagement. The Hansels 
were also working in the field when Chapin came up, and they were 
taken prisoners by the Americans; a little farther on the enemy 
came-upon John Hoover, from whom they took a fine horse. At 
the Bowman farm they encountered a body of Indians under Capt. 
Kerr and young John Brant. The number of warriors is variously 
stated at from 30 to 450, but Kerr's own narrative, contained in a 
letter to Col. FitzGibbon, says that he had 250 men, These 
Indians were chiefly Mohawks from the (;rand River. Young 
Brant, who was a son of the old chief Joseph, was at this time only 
a youth of nineteen, 
The Indians opened fire upon Boerstler, and fought in their own 
fashion, concealing themselves in the woods and attacking his detach- 
ment in the flanks and rear,: The sound of firing aroused the whole 
neighborhood, and all the farmers possessing arms rushed to the 
scene of combat, including Isaac Kelly, with his brother, who was a 
militiaman, then at home putting in a crop. Jacob H, Ball heard 
the guns, and arming himself rushed to the field, hut wac;; too late 
for the fighting, 
The Kellys thought the sounds were from British guns, and 
getting their muskets from their hiding-place in the woods they 
ran to the east corner of their farm, and found the two 6\merican 
field-pieces mired in Shriner's creek. 
The contest lasted for three hours, and, the Indians ha\"ing 
adroitly surrounded the enemy, Roerstler concluded that he had 
met a foe of far superior numbers. Chapin behaved like a 
consummate coward throughout the engagement,
 and when Lieut, 
l-'itJ;Gihbon came up with his men lOI. Boerstler, thinking large 
reinforcements had come to the British, felt sure of defeat. 
Fit.r.Gibbon had already sent a despatch to Major De Haren, thcn at 
Twelve 
rile Creek, or St. Catharines ; and, knowing that he dared 
not expose his small numuers, he was obliged to resort to strategem. 
Tying a white handkerchief to his sword, he advanced and found 
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Col. Boerstler ready for a parley. FitLGihbon stated his rank, said hc 
had with him a detachment of British soldiers, that his commanding 
officer, De Haren. was near by with several companies, and that 
he would have great difficulty in restraining the ferocity of the 
Indians :t and. magnifying his numbers, he called on the America.ns 
to surrender. This \01. Boerstler refused to do, especially as he 
had not yet seen the British force. To this FitzGibbon replied that 
he would request his superior officer to allow any 
\merican officcr 
whom Boerstler might name to inspect the British troops. Just 
about this time Capt, Hall came up with about twenty dragoons, 
having 
idden from Chippawa, attracted by the cannonading.
 
FitzGibbon persuaded him to act as his superior officer. and to 
refuse the request, "'hen Boerstler received this refusal, hp. asked 
for time to consider: but FitzGibbon would not allow more than 
five minutes, and the result was that the Americans surrendered as 
prisoners of war. It was really a very embarrassing moment for the 
British, as they had not enough men to take charge of the prisoners.1I 
Just then Major De Haren came up, and soon all the militia who 
were in hearing of the guns were upon the scene. The Americans 
stacked their guns in what is now the orchard of the Shriner farm. 
Articles of capitulation were drawn up, the document reading as 
follows : 
Capitulation of Col. Boerstler and 54 I 
 \merican troops. 
Particulars made between Capt. :\lcDowell, on the part of Lieut.- 
Col. Boerstler of the l; nited States army, and 
lajor l)e Haren of 
His Brittanic Majesty's Canadian regiment, commanding the 
advance of the British, respecting the fl)rCe undèr the command of' 
Lieut.-Co!. Boerstler. 
Article 1. That Lieut.-Col. Boerstler and the force under his 
command shall surrender prisoners of war. 
Article 11. That the officers shall retain their arms, horses and 
baggage. 
.\rtide II I. That the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
shall lay down their arms at the head of the British 
column, and shall become prisoners of war, 
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\rticle IY, That the militia and volunteers with Lieut.-Co\. 
Hoerstler shall be permitted to return to the United States 
on parole, 
Ar;;DREw !\1cDoWELL, 
Captain of the United Staks Light 
\rtillery. 

\cceded to and signed. C. G. BOERSTl.ER, 
Lieut,-Colonel commanding detachment United States Army. 
B. W. ] )EH.\REx, 
Major Canadian Regiment. t 
Thu,; there passed into the hands of the British, besides the 
prisoners of war, the two field-pieces, two ammunition cars, and the 
colors of the J 4th regiment of the United States army, Several of 
the ..\m
ricans had been killed in the skirmish; and many more 
were wounded, among the latter being Col. Boerstler himself. The 
British had not lost a single man, and no.t a single shot had been 
fired by the regular troops. Capt. Norton, an Indian officer, thus 
epigrammatically described the affair: "The Mohawks did the 
fighting, FitzGibbon got the glory, and the Caughnawagas secured 
the plunder." In the account given by Armstrong, a Major- 
General in the United States army, and Secretary of "'ar, hc 
gives the strength of the British force by enumerating those actually 
upon the field at the time of surrender, and by mentioning all those 
who were in the neighborhood, including Col. Bisshopp at the 
Twenty Mile Creek, Major De Haren with his three companies of 
regulars, some Indians and militia, and Col. Clarke with all the 
militia that he could gather, 
The skirmish is important, not only because of the superior 
numbers of the enemy, but because Boerstler's surrender influenced 
th
 subscquent course of the war. By it thc Americans, who then 
occupicd most of the Niagara Peninsula, were driven back to Fort 
(;eorgc. concentrating all their forces there. 
When the new \\.elland canal was in process of construction, the 
workmen camc upon sixtecn bodics of Americans who had fallen at 
the battle of Heaverùams. Buttons of the United States uniforms 
were also found, thus proving beyond a doubt the identity of the 
mcn. The remains were reinterred ncar the east hank of the canal, a 
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little south of the .Niagara Central Railway bridge, Through the 
efforts of the late Judge Baxter of Thorold and 
Ir. J. p, Merritt 
of Sl. Catharin.es, together with the late John Brown, and other 
leading citizens, a modest monument was erected on the spot; and 
on the 24th of June, 187 4-the sixty-first anniversary of the battle- 
this monument was unveiled in the presence of a large number of 
people, The inscription at the base of the shaft is simply: 
Beaver] )ams 
24th June, 18 r 3 
.\t the time of the skirmish the town of Thorold was not in 
existence, and the Beechwoods, at the south-east, and Beaver- 
dams, two miles south-west of the present town, were the ne:lrest 
places hearing any name by which the hattle field could be 
designated, In reality, the fight took place almost within the 
limits of what is now the town of Thorold, 
For his services in this affair a company in the Glengarry Light 
Infantry was bestowed upon the gallant Li
utenant of the 49th. 
After serving throughout the war, Cot FitzGibbon was appointed 
to a position in the office of the Adjutant-General of Militia in 
Upper Canada, During the many years of his residence in Canada 
he proved himself a brave citizen in peace as we)) as in war, \\Then 
cholera broke out in Toronto, in 1832 and 1834, FitzGibbon, moved 
by pity for the Irish immigrants, who suffered most, worked day and 
night among the sick and dying, In 1837 he was particularly active 
in organizing a defence against the rebels. It was afterwards 
proposed in the House to grant him fi\"e thousand acres of Crown 
lands in recognition of his services; and, although the Queen was 
petitioned to aHow the gift, Her :Majesty decided that the recent 
Provincial Act forbidding the alienation of the waste lands of the 
Crown would prevent the compensation's taking the form of a grant 
of land. However, in 1846 Cot FitzGibbon retired 0:1 account of 
ill health, and a pen<;ion of three hundred pounds a year, Canadian 
currency, was given to him. Four years afterwards he was 
appointed one of the military knights of \\ïndsor, an order founded 
by Edward III in 1348 for the support of twenty-four soldiers" who 
had distinguished themselves in the wars, and had afterwards heen 
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reduced to straits," In 1863 the old soldier's busy life ended, and 
his body was laid to rest in the catacombs of St, George's chapel, 
\\ïnùsor castle. * 
A longer but nlore uneventful life was granted to the heroine of 
Heaverdams. The Secords moved from St. Davids to Chippawa, 
and for several years James Secord held the office of collector of 
customs at that purt, He died in 184 I, and his widow spent the 
remainder of her life in the peaceful little village, Although very 
modest in speakin
 of her heroic walk, she was always glad to tell 
stories of the war to the younger generations that she lived to see, 
Col. FitzGibboa, who never forgot what he owed to her warning, 
presented her with this certificate: 
1 do herehy certify that l\frs. Secord, the wife of James Secord 
of Chippawa, Esq., did, in the month of June, 1813, walk from her 
house in the village of St. Davids to De Cou's house in Thorold by 
a circuitous route of ahout 20 miles, partly through the woods, to 
acquaint me that the enemy intended to attempt, by 
urprise, to 
capture a detachment of the 49th regiment, then under my 
command, she having obtained such knowledge from good authority, 
as the e\ent proved. l\lrs, Secord was a person of slight and 
delicate frame, and made the effort in weather excessively warm; 
anù I dreaded at the time that she must suffer in }{ealth in 
c()nsequence of fatigue and anxiety, she having heen exposed to 
d,mger from the enemy, through whose line of communication she 
had to pass. The attempt was made on my detachment by the 
enemy, and his detachment, consisting of upwards of 500 men, anù 
a field-piece and So dragoons, were captured in consequence. 
I write this certificate in a moment of much hurry and from 
memory, and it is therefore thus hrief, 
(Signed) J A:\IES FIT7(;lImo:-.;, 
Formerly l.ieutenant 49th Regiment. i' 
In 186 I, when the Prince of \rales \'isited Canada, Laura 
Secord's story was told to him, and the heroinc herself was presented 
to His Royal Highness, The Prince greatly regretted that the 
gO\'crnment had not rewarded the brave woman, and afterwards sent 
her as a pers(1I1al gift the sum of L 100. In Octoher, 1868, Laura 
Secord died at ("hippawa, in the 94th year of her age. She was 
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buried In Lundy's Lane Cemetery, where lie the hones of so many 
gallant soldiers-+-a fitting resting place for one who served her 
country as luyally as did any man who hore arms, The stone at 
the head of her grave bears this brief inscription: 
Here rests 
La u ra, 
Beloved wife of James Secord. 
Died Oct. 
 7, J 868, 
Aged 93 years. 
There is now a movement on foot among the women of Canada 
to perpetuate the memory of Laura Secord by some monument or 
benefaction, although it has not yet been decided what form the 
memorial will take, The money is being collected by ten cent 
subscriptions, and a considerable amount has already been received. 
The other chief actor in the Beaverdams affair was deprived of 
his command, although his surrender was justified, That Roerstler 
was the victim of circumstances, in charge of an ill-advised 
. expedition, "detached because of false information given by Major 
Chapin," was admitted; while it was also acknowledged that he had 
not sufficient artillery ammunition to sustain a conflict, But, 
nevertheless, he was made to feel keenly the disgrace of having 
yielded with upwards of 600 men to a force il0t one-tenth so strong 
in number. 
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The war had more than one effect upon the township, Until its 
dose the people lived in constant terror, X
arly all the men were 
away fighting in the service of their country, with the exception of 
the few who were released from time to time to attend to the crops, 
The old town of Niagara was sacked and burnt, while the \'illagc of 
St. Da\-ids, only two miles east of the township line, suffered 
destruction in thc same way at the hands of the American soldiers, 
Fighting was going on all along the frontier, and no one knew how 
soon the enemy might again make a raid upon Thorold. On the 
other hand, ncver since their exodus from the l'nited States had the 
material wealth of the farmers been greater. The highöt prices 
were paid for provisions, and there was a constant demand for all 
kinds of farm produce, 
For many years after peace was dedared, this part of the country 
still ft'lt the effects of the strug-gle: for scarcely any new immigrants 
canw from the 'C nited States, and no great progress was made, The 
.\meric.\I1s whu did make their appearance in f'anaùa at this time 
we're chiefly bent upon securing plunder. Thorold, not being a 
wealthy place, was rather free from these marauders, .llthough one 
alien fJ.mily made their home here for a time. rhey were looked upon 
with the greatest suspicion, :mcl tht' simple ranadians ('on
id('rt'd it 
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very significant that they kept a naked sword hanging over the fire- 
place and frequently boasted of its sharpness. One very dark night 
the man came to Andrew Hanseler's house, asking for help to extricate 
his horse, which he stated was mired in the mud, The Hanselers 
were known to have considerable wealth, and the old peoIJle were 
alone on this night; but the old man was anxious to help anyone in 
distress, so he went out with the American, and followed him as far 
as the cross-roads at the Beechlands, At this point the moon 
suddenly shone out, and revealed the naked sword hanging at the 
man's side. \\'ithout any thoughts of valor, Hanseler turned and 
ran, and shortly afterwards the strange family moved away. 
Naturally, since those with whom the Canadians came in contact 
at this time were not the representative people of the lJ" nited States, 
it took a long time to heal the differences between the two nations, 
In I8q Robert Gourlay, the young Scotch editor living at 
Niagara. and afterwards well known as a partisan of the Patriots in 
the Rebellion, collected a number of statistics. from which we can 
gather a great deal of information regarding the state of affairs in the 
country. In that year, in the 25,765 acres that make up Thorold 
townshiIJ, there were only eight hundred and thirty inhabitants. 
One grist-mill and four saw-mills were then in _operation. In 17 88 
wild land was sold for 8d, an acre, while in 1817 cleared farms were 
valued at 50 shillings an acre, 
Retter tàrming was done as more of the land became cleared. 
The first crops were chiefly corn, gra
s, and a little wheat, which 
were sown after the ground had been merely raked over among 
the stumps. \\'ooden ploughs were used, and the work was very 
hard, for it took a dozen men to harvest the grain that two could 
do with modern machinery. All the grain was cut and bound by 
hand, and threshed with flails, 
Relter clothes were now worn, and more luxuries were acquired. 
The hot Canadian summers made it desirable to wea\"e a cooler 
material than flannel. Calico then cost $1.00 and $1.25 a yard, so 
it was worn only on rare occasions, for silk was nearly as cheap. 
\ 
great deal of flax was raised in the township, and consequently a 
great deal of linen was made, That it was of good quality is 
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testified by the pieces still in ð.Ìstence, woven by the pioneer women 
hefore sunrise, Another material in common use was the cloth 
called "linsey-woolse)," made by using the warp of linen and the 
woof of wool. 
The table was no longer ill supplied; but one of the greatest 
luxurie') was tea, which still sold for two dollars a pound at Niagara, 
Yet on state occasions it mu
t have been considered a necessary 
drink, for every housewife of any means at all seems to have 
possessed a silver tea-po
 and cadòy, Of fermented drinks a 
common one was metheglin, made of honey and water boiled and 
then fermcnted, and often highly spiced. 
Thc grey and red limestone with which the Thorold quarries 
abound was already used for building purposes, one of the earliest of 
the stone houses being that built by Capt. DeCou before the war. 
In 1819 several large bush fires raged in this district. A few 
houses were burnt, and many fields of grain were destroyed. 
C ntil 1824 Heavcrdams was still the chief settlement lying 
wholly within the township. 
lany industries were carried on at 
St. John's \Yest, but they were chiefly within the Pelham boundary. 
In 182 4 work began on the \Velland canal, a full account of which 
is given in another chapter. Through the many workmen who were 
employed, Thorold, Allanburgh and Port Robinson soon hecame 
places of importance. 
There were social advantages, too, in the early days for the 
people of this district. At Niagara there were many cultivated 
persons, who j::ntertained a great deal, and distance was considered 
no ohstacle to attendance at these gatherings. It was particularly 
pleasant for the Thorold people to ha'"e the Covernor, Sir l'eregripe 
)laitJand, estahlished so near. H is handsome house of twenty' 
two rooms, an uncommon size at that time, was !'ituated on1\' a few 
miles cast of Thorold. at the lower end of the present village of 
Stamford. From I H20 until 1828 he lived here, and the society 
that gathered at "( 
ovcrnor's (
:1te," as the pla('e is still called, was 
one of the most cultivated in the prm"ince, I ad\' Sara 
raitland, 
it will he rememhered, was a daughter of the I luke of Richmond. 
and it was her mother who gave the (Oclehrated hall at Brussds the 
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night before the battle of \\Taterloo, Sir Peregrine took a great 
interest in the construction of the canal, and always brought his 
guests to visit the works. He was fond of making informal calls 
upon the people here, and he frequently visited the families living 
near DeCew Falls, the scenery about which he particularly admired. 
In religious life, the Methodists were particularly active. As 
early as 1820 regular services were held at Beaverdams, while 
local preachers conducted meetings in private houses throughout the 
township, In the same year the Rev, \\ïlliam Leeming was sent 
out as a missionary to Canada by the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel. He was the first Rector of ('hippawa, and after Mr. 
Addison's time he preached once a fortnight in the old Lutheran 
church at Thorold. The first Bishop 
Iountain of Quehec came 
once in four years to hold confirmation here, 
Better opportunities for education were now given to the 
Canadian youth. On the 14th of September, 1829, the Grantham 
Academy. now called the St. Catharines Collegiate Institute, was 
opened, It was first owned by a stock company, shares being $5 0 
each. Jacob Keefer and Hall Davis of Thorold township were 
among the shareholders. In 1829 Upper Canada College also was 
founded at York (Toronto). To both of these institutions many 
boys were sent from Thorold. As there was then no university in 
Upper Canada, the importance of these secondary schools cannot he 
over-estimated. No early registers of the Grantham academy are 
now in existence, so no complete list can be given of Thorold boys 
educated there while the school was still in its infancy, Some 
record of later years can be found from the scholarship list which 
adorns its walls, and the first among these names is that of James H. 
Ball, now Public School Inspector for Welland County. In the 
Upper Canada class lists for 1831 we find the name of Samuel 
Keefer, and on a tablet in the entrance hall of the college Augustus 
Keefer is mentioned as a member of the first cricket eleven, which 
was formed in 1836, and was one of the oldest clubs in Canada 
devoted to this game. 
It will be seen that by this tirne life in the Cpper l'rm"ince had 
ceased to he all hard work. 
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The township schools. of which nine were III existence in 1818, 
are spoken of at greater length in another chapter, while the religious 
life of the people can be gathered from the chapter devoted to the 
churches. 
Before the W.1r of 18 12, complaints had been made that 
Parliament was not responsible to the people, as the lJ pper House, 
through having control of the supplies, was independent of the 
Assemhly, which was elected from the people. "'hen a common 
danger threatened the country, these grievances were dropped, 
Afterwards the political abuses became so great that they were again 
a cause of dissension among the people, Pelham township warmly 
sympathi7ed with William Lyon Mackenzie and his followers. 
Thorold, being fully occupied with the canal work, was too 
self-concentrated to take any very active interest in the affairs of the 
government; nevertheless, the loyalty of the inhabitants did not 
pre\'ent them from being am.ious for a better rule than that of the 
Family Compact, But the best reforms have never yet been 
brought about by revolution, and the Thorold men were willing to 
wait for legislation to do the work. \\'hen Mackenzie took up anTIS 
against the Government, he lost hundreds of his hest supporters. Sir 
Francis Bond Head, with too firm a faith in the loyalty of the 
disaffected, Iud very foolishly sent all the rcgular troops to Lower 
f'anada. Then, when the attack on Toronto wal;) threatened, 
Reformers and Conservatives alike offered their services to the 
country, Later on, when \lackenzie took up his position on Kaq' 
Island in the Kiagara ri,"er, this peninsula was well prepared for war, 
as it was feared that the rebels were receiving considerable assistance 
from sympathiærs in the Cnited States. At Port Robinson, I>llncan 

fcFarland organiæd a cavalry company, which performed good ser- 
vice in carrying despatches; and :\lajor 
\nthony Cpper of Allanburgh 
was instrumental in organil.ing a corps that did active work on the 
frontier. The rebel force was supposed to be very strong. hut I )r. 
Dillenhaugh, a Buffalo surgeon well known in Canada, confidently 
affirmed at thc time that 
lacken/ie nc,-er had more than one 
hundred men with him on 
avy Islan(
 However, his 'Cnited States 
friends, including I )r. Chapin of Buffalo and Rensselaer Yan 
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Rensselaer of Albany, prepared to invade Canada. The American 
steamer Caroline, which as a passenger boat had been well kn0wn 
on the "Telland Canal, was chartered to carry supplies for the rebels, 
On the 29th of December the Caroline could he seen from the 
Canadian shore bringing armed men from Fort Schlosser to Navy 
Island. Some :\lohawk Indian,; from the (;rand River, and a body 
of negro slaves who had escaped from the United States, and who 
had now joined the ranks of the Canadian loyalists, were anxious to 
lead in an attack on the Island. Col. ..\llan 
IcKab ohtained 
permission from Sir Francis Head to attempt to destroy the Caroline. 
Cûmmander Drew, a retired naval officer, volunteered to undertake 
the work, At Fort Schlosser he climbed up the side of the steamer 
with his cutlass between his teeth. After some hard fighting the 
Canadians obtained pos
ession of the vessel, and sent its crew on 
shore. The Carolille was then set on fire and sent over the Niagara 
Falls, This act aroused violent indignation among the Americans, 
hut the Canadians felt no remorse, as is evident from this piece of 
doggerel verse, which was freely sung throughout the country to the 
tune of" Yankee Doodle " : 
When first :Mackenzie's rebel band 
'''as beat at Gallows Hill, sir, 
To Buffalo they did retreat, 
And said we used him ill, sir. 
CHORUS: Yankee-doodle, boys, huzzah, 
Down outside and up the middle; 
Y an kee-doodle, boys, huzzah, 
Trumpet, drum and fiddle. 
The Buffalonians sympathized, 
And kicked up such a roar, sir, 
And kicked up such a windy noise 
It reached the British shore, sir, 
CHORUS: Yankee-doodle, etc, 
The steamer, bound for :Kavy Isle, 
Left Buffalo one morning 
For to a<;sist 
Iackenzie's hand, 
Britannia's thunder scornin!!;. . 
CHORPS: Yankee-doodle, dc. 
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But when the lion shook his mane, 
And looked a little grim, sir, 
He said 'twas not a Texas game 
That they could play with him, sir. 
('HORUS: Yankee-doodle, etc. 

\ party left the British shore, 
Led on by gallant I )rew, sir, 
To set the Caroline on fire, 
And beat her pirate crew, sir. 
CHORUS;: Yankee-doodle, etc. 
The Yankees say they did iuvent 
The steamhoat first of all, sir; 
But Britons taught their Yankee boats 
To navigate the Falls, sir. 
CHORCS: Yankee-doodle, etc. 
The spirit of our \Volfe and Brock 
I )oth still around us hm-er, 

\nd still we stand on Queenston's rock 
To drive the Yankees over. 
('HORCS: Yankee doodle, etc. 
No slave shall ever \)f("athe our air, 

o tyrant's law shall hind us, 
So keep your Yankee mob at home, 
For Brit0\ls still you'll find us. 
CHORUS: Yankee-doodle, etc. 
The Canadians felt perfectly well able to manage-> their own 
affairs without 'foreign interference; and it was that sentiment 
expressed in these verses which made them so popular, in spitc of 
their faulty rhymc and rhrthm. 
In June, 1838, several of the rebels, with thcir American 
sympathi/ers, cros
;ed over to Niagara anù made their way to Pelham 
township. James 'Ionow and Benjamin Wait were in command of 
the party, As soon as the loyalist soldiers who were patrolling the 
:\ iagara ri,.er heard of this rehel gathering, they scnt a detachment 
of lanccrs to 
t. Johns as an outpost, hilletting fourteen of the mCIl 
at Overholt's tavern. On the 18th pf June the insurgcnts made all 
attack upon this datachment. Thc wooden huilding in which the 
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lancers were stationed was completely riddled by bullets, hut the 
men escaped injury by lying flat on the floor while the shot went 
whizzing O\"er their heads, Many of the rebels were wounded, but 
they compelled the loyalists to yield by threatening to set fire to the 
tavern, A reinforcement of lancers from 
iagara and a cavalry 
troop from St. Catharines soon released the prisoners and put the 
rehels to flight. Over fifty of the insurgents were captured by the 
loyalists, Morrow was hanged at Niagara, and one ('handler was sent 
to Yan Diemen's Land. 
For some years after the exile of Mackenzie, the frontiers were 
still guarded for fear his supporters might make a second attempt to 
im.ade Canada. Compensation was afterwards made to the loyalists 
who suffered by the struggle. Very little had been lost by the 
Thorold people except a scow or t\\'o that had been pressed into 
service on the canal by our own men. 
The terms of the Union ..\ct of 1841 gm"e the Canadians nearly 
all the reforms that they had wished for, as by it the Legislative 
.\ssembly was made directly responsible to the people. 
With the exception of the Fenian raids, the sixty years of Her 
Majesty's reign have been peaceful ones for the Niagara District. 
In 1849 Thorold township contained 3,695 inhabitants. Thir- 
teen grist-mills and six saw-mills were then in operation within its 
limits, From the crop of 1849 forty-four thousand bushels of wheat 
and twenty-nine thousand bushels of oats were produced, while 
seventeen thousand pounds of butter were made in that year. 
Cleared farms sold for Ls 10S. per acre, although wild land could 
still be bought at thirty shillings an acre. 
In 184 I Fonthill post office was established, under the name of 
Pelham. In 1849 the population of the village numbered one 
hundred and fifty. It then contained a Baptist church, an oil-mill, 
a sash and last factory, and a cigar and tobacco factory. 
In 1850 a Provincial Council was formed for the county of 
"Telland, and on .\.pril 21st, 1856, the counties of Lincoln and 
Weiland were finally separated, The Canada Gazelle of :\1ay 12th, 
1856, contained a proclamation of Sir Edmund \\-alker Head, 
declaring the union of the counties dissoh.ed, Hervey \V, Price of 
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Thorold was appointed Judge of the \ounty and Surrogate Courts. 
This riding was only once represented by a Thorold man in the 
Parliament of the United Provinces of C"pper and Lower Canada, 
Duncan 
lcFarland of Port Robinson defeated the Conservative 
candidate, James Cummings of Chippawa. .\t the next election he 
was himself defeated hy T. C. Street of Niagara Falls, Dr. Fraær 
of Fonthill also represented this county in the old Parliament he fore 
\onfcderation, but he was really a citizen of Pelham. 
\Vhen the Dominion was formed in 1867, T. C. Street was 
elected for the House of Commons from this riding. In 1872 Dr. 
King of Port Rohinson was the Conservative candidate, while the 
Reformers had nominated \\-ilIiam A. Thomson. The contest was 
an e}o.ceedingly close one, hut Dr. King was defeated by fifty-nine 
votes. In 1887 another Thorold representati\Oe was nominated in 
the person of Thomas Conlon, the Reform candidate. He opposed 
I )r, Ferguson of Niagara Falls, hut the latter was elected, In 1892 
James Lawson of Thorold was the Conservati\"e candidate, hut he 
was defeated by James Lowell of Niagara Falls South. In 1896 the 
Reformers again nominated 
1r. Lowell, hut the Conservativc 
candidate, "-illiam 
Ic\leary of Thorold, was elected. 
I n the Ontario Legislature the first representative of this riding 
was William Beatty of Thorold, who defeated John Pew of Stamford, 
the Conservative nominee, in I8ó7, by a majority of 202. Through 
upholding the Coalition Government of John Sandfield Me Donald, 
Mr, Beatty ceased to represent the Reformers. .\t the next 
election, in .:\Jarch. [87 I, he was again a candidate for the House of 
,\ssemhly, his opponent being J. G. Currie of St. Catharines, who 
appeared in the field as a supporter of party gO\"ernment. .:\J r, 
Currie was elected by a majority of 139. In 1886 the Conservati\'es 
nominated .\Iex. Fraser of Thorold, but he was defeated by Co!. 
l\furin of Ridgeway, the Reform canòiòate. In 1 Rqo the Conserva- 
tives were more successful, and William \JcCleary of Thorold. the 
present member of the I )orninion House, was elected. He was 
again nominated in J XlH-. but was ddeated by Wi1Iiam (
crman of 
\\' clland. 
I n the .\ustralian ParlÏ.\ment, also, Thorold has had a rcprcscnta" 
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tive, the youngest son of George Keefer having been member for 
Melbourne. He was the first Canadian that ever sat in the 
.Australian House, 
In 1853 the \Yelland Railway, now owned by the Grand Trunk, 
was built, It connects Port Jblhousie and Port Colborne, and has 

tations within the township, at Thorold, Allanhurgh and Port 
Robinson. It was built chiefly for the purpose of carrying grain for 
the ,.essels that require to be "lightered" in order to enable them 
to pass through the canal. l\Iost of its revenue, accordingly, is 
gained during the summer months. It has always been declared 
that the Government should buy this railway, since it is operated in 
connection with the canal. The Air Line branch of the Grand 
Trunk connects Allanburgh with Niagara Falls, 
In 1885 the Town of Thorold passed a by-law granting a bonus 
to the St. Catharines &. Niagara Central Railway. This road, a 
great deal of which is uuilt on trestles, has a station at Thorold, 
from which it runs in a south-easterly direction to Niagara Falls. 
Thorold was one of the earliest points to be reached by the 
electric telegraph, on account of its importance as a shipping and 
milling centre, In J 884 the telephone was introduced, Thorold 
being made a portion of the St. Catharines exchange. The line also 
passed northward through the township, connecting with Port 
Robinson and other places. 
At the Desjardins canal accident near Hamilton, on the 12th of 
March, 1857, John 'ðlorley of Thorold was among the large number 
of persons who lost their lives in that catastrophe. .\t the :\lay 
session of the \\"elland County Council an address of condolence was 
drawn up and sent" to the bereaved families, relatives and friends 
of the late Samuel Zimmerman of C1ifton, E
quire, and of Mr. John 
Morley of Thorold." 
In 1858 the decimal currency was substituted for the old Halifax 
system of pounds, shillings and pence: but for a great many years 
previous to this both method" had been commonly used, 
In 1860 His Royal Highness the Prince of \Yales made a tour 
through Canada, visiting many towns in the Kiagara District. 
Although this township was not honored hy a visit, man}' Thorold 



FROM 1815 TO 1891 


61 


per
ons had an opportunity to show their respect for Her Majcsty's 
representative. :\Irs, James Munro sent some verses to the Prince, 
composed in honor of this visit. A quaint notice that appeared in 
the Thorold Chronicle at this time showed how the negroes testified 
their loyalty. The notice is here given in its original wording: 
The Colored 'len's I )emonstration. 
The Prince of \rales. 
The Colored Ladies and Gentlemen of Thorold, Port Robinson 
and Cayuga, are hereby notified to assemble at Clifton, and form in 
procession, well uniformed, on the day of His Royal Highness, the 
Prince of \\Tales, our future King, at 10 o'clock a, m. 
All who do not answer this call will be surely fined in the penal 
sum of $2.00 for non-attendance. 
By order of the 
Thorold, Aug. 8, 1860, Colored Committee. 
I n 1866 thc Fenian raids created considerable anxiety in this 
district. \\'hen news of the threatened invasion was brought, many 
persons 1i\ing near the border left their farms and took as many 
possessions as they could, in waggons, to Pelham and the \\estern 
townships. The raid was a very mild invasion, but the fright 
produced by it was greatly augmented by the wild rumors that were 
afloat. A full account of the raids, in so far as they affected Thorold 
township, is given in chapter \'III. 
The military camp at Thorold in the latter part of the sllmmcr of 
'66 is descrihed in chapter XV, 
I n 1870 the New Canal was begun, and a new impetus was thus 
given to trade and agriculture in Thorold, 
A comparison of the census of 1871 with that of 188 I shows 
that the population of the township, not including the town of 
Thorold, had decreased from 2,501 to 2,456 between these dates. 
EnrollrageJ by the di
covery of natural gas in the southern part 
of the county, a company was formed at. Thorold in 1887 to hore 
for the same natural product. A well was sunk near the High 
School to a depth of three thousand feet, when gas was reached, .A 
considerahle volume came up at first, hut the quantity was not large 
cnough to be of any profit to the shareholders. Salt and oil also 
were found nearer the surface. 
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The later life of the township has been comparatively uneventful. 
Agriculture has improved, and the people have profited by the 
many inventions of the age; but life has not been different from that 
in any other of the older rural districts in Ontariü. 
The younger generations have been worthy successors to the old 
Loyalist settlers, Thomas C. Keefer is now for the second time 
President of the Canadian Society of Engineers. He has twice won 
the Governor's prize for his essays on railways and canals. It was 
he who chose the site for the Yictoria Bridge at Montreal and drew 
the plans for the structure, although his name has been omitted from 
the list of engineers on the tablet on the bridge, Before the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was huilt he wrote papers urging its 
construction, showing plans and giving a description of the proposed 
route. Scarcely less important as an engineer was his brother, the 
late Samuel Keefer, who was also President of the Society of 
Engineers for one term. He superintended the building of the stone 
locks on the old '" elland Canal, while the planning of the 
Parliament Houses at Ottawa was also under his supervision. He 
built the Suspension Bridge at Ottawa, then the first of its kind in 
Canada, and was one of the engineers who planned the first 
Suspension Bridge at Niagara Falls, which was completed in 1868; 
at that time the latter structure was the longest span in the world. 
Joseph Hobson, for many years sheriff of Weiland county, was also a 
nati\'e of Thorold. Names of other honored sons can be gathered 
from the pages of this work, for most of those who have attained to 
any importance in the world have kept up their connection with the 
township, One of our citizens, Matthew Royal, has achieved no 
inconsiderable fame as a dramatist in the United States. While 
Thorold is proud of all these honors gained, yet she glories not so 
much in a few isolat
d cases of hrillianoy as in the general high 
average of intellect and character that distinguishes a Canadian 
township, 
BE.'\. VERnA
IS. This is the oldest settlement in the township. 
although it has never attained to the dignity of an incorporatcù 
village, The derivation of its name is oln'ious, the beaver meado\\ 
heing still pointed out, with the remains of the dam plainly visihle. 
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Th
tfirst settler at this place was Israel Swayze, who huilt thc 
first brick house in "'elland County, 
Iany of his neighbors had 
come from the same part of New J ersey-" near the old log jail," as 
they designated the district, which was then un-named-and this 
made an additional bond of union among the settlers. :\[ost of 
these families had come before the ,. cold, hungry year," and when 
the famine carne they shared their provisions, a deer that was shot 
hy 
[r. Swayæ furnishing food for many who had not tasted meat 
for months, 
Beaverdams was very early connected with the neighboring 
settlements by roads, which were laid out in the most irregular way. 
"'herever possible streams were avoided, and thus the farmers were 
saved the expense of building bridges, 
In I 802 Elisha Edwards had a blacksmith shop at Heaverdams, 
and before the war there was a tavern at the crossroads kept by a 
man named June, 
Cntil navigation was opened on the "'elland Canal, Beaverdams 
was a very important place. The first survey for this great work was 
made by an English engineer named Clewes, who laid out the route 
from De Cew Falls to the Beaverdam flats. Had his plan been 
followed, the latter place would have secured all the industries that 
ha\ e since belonged to the town of Thorold, As it was, the older 
settlement had its due share of business, considering its population. 
Opposite the tavern was a general store owned by (
eorge and Jacoh 
Keefer: the goods were bought at :\Iontreal, and in winter time they 
were hrought up hy teams. In this shop was the first township 
post-officc. When work began upon the Decp Cut, the Keefers 
moved their store to the canal hank. At about this time Da,"id 
Young had a chair factory, whIle a shoe 
hop, a tailor sholJ. a 
hlacksmith shop and a saddlery and harness shop. were thc other 
husines
 houses of Beaverdarns, Between 1820 and 1825 Hiram 
Swayæ had a saw mill on the creek a little below the hamlet, Here 
he carried on a large husiness until the dam broke, aftcr which 
accident he devotcd all hi.; energies to' his farming interests. 
Ephraim Hopkins also built a stone tanncry not far from thc tavern. 

Iost of the industries werc situated nc.lr this corner, which was the 
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regular stopping place for the 5tage coaches from Hamilton, No 
less famous than the tavern was the "well in the middle of the 
road," which is still used. 
At the eastern end of the 1\1cClf'lland farm there was a tannery 
built in 1"820 by Thomas \\ïlson, who had bought the tanning 
business established by Benjamin Swayze. \\:ilson came origi- 
nally from Stamford township, and his interesting experiences in 
the war of 18 J 2 belong to the history of the frontier, As a 
manufacturer, however, he became important in Thorold township. 
As a greater demand arose for lumher, on account of wooden locks 
being huilt on the canal, his tannery was com"erted into a saw-mill. 
The successive enlargements of the canal destroyed much of his 
property; and as an indemnity the Government granted him water 
power to be free forever to himself, his heirs and assigns. Taking 
advantage of this, in 1845 he built the saw-mill which is stin in 
working order. 
A very important building in the little hamlet was the old red 
school house. In 1820 Hiram Swayze gave the site, and the 
building was erected by the people of the neighborhood, with the 
understanding that all denominations might use it for religious 
purposes outside of school hours, Consequently, services were held 
in it on Sundays, During the week it served as a court-house as 
well as a school, for here 'Squires George Keefer and Crowell 
\Vilson used to try ordinary cases, the chief offenders heing 
disturbers of the peace on the canal. 
Beaverdams was a pioneer community in many ways, and as 
such its history requires a large number of superJati\'es, In 
educational work it was exceedingly important. Not only is its 

chool known for early excellence, but it also claims to have been 
the first frce school established in Canada. 
Over se\'enty years ago one of the first circuses was held in a 
harn at Beaverdams, where there was exhibited a menagerie that 
would scarcely have satisfied the small boy of the present day, 
consisting as it did of one elephant and two or three monkeys. The 
elephant, however, was the first ever shown in Cariada. 
For a long time this settlement was the centre of Mcthodism 
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111 the Niagara Di
trict, I large camp-meetings were held here, to 
\,"hich people drove from a distance of twenty mi:es. The history of 
the ...\lethodist church is found in another chapter. Until late 
in the sixties the quarterly meetings took place at Beaverdams; and 
it was no uncommon thing upon such an occasion to see one 
hundred and fifty teams tied under the big elms near the church. 
The second brick house built in Weiland county stands a little 
west of Beaverdams, on the road leading to St. Johns, heing still the 
residence of 
Ir. Levi Louis Swayze. 
Although the shops, the hotel, the tannery and the brickyard 
have long ago \"anished, yet the little settlement bears no evidences 
of decay at the present day. Agriculture has aiways been the chief 
industry of the place, and some of the most prosperous farmers in 
the township are those living in this vicinity. 
ST. JOHNS WEST. The village proper now lies wholly within 
Thorold township, and tlwrefore has to yield to Beaverdams its 
claims of priority of existence, Just beyond the Pelham boundary, 
however, were some of the oldest industries of this district. The 
" Short Hills," with their rich farming land and springs of water, led 
some of the best of the Loyalists to make their honles there; and soon 
their agricultural labors proved so profitable that they were able to 
establish their own factories and shops, and had no longer to go to 
Niagara for every manufactured article that they needed. Abraham 
Overholt, one of Butler's Rangers, owned much of the land in this 
vicinity, while Samuel Street's crown grant also lay in this fertile 


regIOn. 
Including the one or two important industries that were within 
Pelham township, St. Johns at one time possesseJ fixe grist, mills, 
all within one mile, on the Twelve 
Iile Creek. These were knO\\ n 
as Darling's, Burgar's, Street's, Davis' and Beckett's. Richard 
Killens and John Street each built a distillery, while Russell Rich 
had in operation a saw-mill, a hlacksmith shop, a stove foundry, and 
a machinc shop where ploughs and mill machinery were manufac- 
tured, John Darling, whosc grist-mill was in e",istencc in 1801, 
Luilt a saw-mill farther down the stream. The Overholts also had a 
saw-mill, and Samuel I )arling built a foundry which was managed by 
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Paul Hewitt, while Howd's axe factory was in operation over eighty 
years ago. Brooks & Haney's woollen and carding mills were also 
among the most important manufactories, Robert Abell's hat 
factory was another early industry. John C. Davis' tannery was in 
existence early in the century, There was ready sale for all the 
wares made at St. Johns, and some of the manufacturers became 
wealthy, among them being Thonlas Fletcher, who made a fortune 
out of fanning-mills. 
The village boasted two general stores, one owned by Zenas Fell, 
and the other by a man named Terryberry, There were also three 
tailor shops and a harness and saddlery shop. 
In 1849 we find that the population of St. Johns was a hundred 
and fifty, The industries are spoken of as the fivé grist-mills, three 
saw-mills, a tannery, a cloth factory, and a foundry and machine 
shop, The village possessed by this time a handsome brick church, 
belonging to the 'Yesleyan 
lethodist denomination, 
Now the only industries at St. Johns are a grist-mill, a woollen- 
mill, and a waggon-shop; and two groceries ha\"e taken the place uf 
the general stores, 
Yet the village is not lacking in prosperity, It has given up its 
manufacturing simply because it found that tilling the soil was a 
more profitable occupation, and because, since the country has 
become opened up, manufactured articles are more easily procured 
than in the early days. One need not go farther than St. Johns to 
find a practical refutation of the idea that agriculture, properly carried 
on, no longer pays, On every side are found prosperous farms, while 
the handsome homes of the owners would grace a city street. 
The villagers are very proud of their school, which was one of 
the nine mentioned by Gourlay in 1817. Among (he pupils who got 
their primary education hcre were Vr. Fletcher Haney and Dr. 
Henry Haney, and two ministers, who have held high positions in 
the Methodist Episcopal church of the United States, the Rev, 
'Villiam Brown, l\I, A.: and the Re\", Albert R. Rich, D. D. 
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Thorold. Its situation. Its founùers. Old canal. Census of 1835. Soldiers 
stationed at Thorold. .Mills in 1849 and 1858. Fires. Electric rail\\ay. 
Electric lights and acetylene gas. Vice-regal visits. :\linor events. Indu<;- 
tries past anù present. Port Robinson. Settlement. Origin of the name, 
Bu!oy days. Regulars stationeù at Port Robinson. 1\'egro soldiers. Former 
industries. .\pplications for incorporation, Townsend, the highwayman. 
.\lIanhurgh. Black Horse Tavern. The Holland road, 'Iarket on the 
Deep Cut, First mills. Present condition, 


Tow
 OF THOROLD, 'Yhile known chiefly as a manufacturing 
place, natural advantages alone would make the town of Thorold 
worthy of mention, 
Situated on the hrow of the mountain, it commands a fine view 
of the valley at the north. Looking towards the northeast, one 
sees the vineyards, fertile fields and richly stocked orchards of 
Lincoln; and the Niagara lighthouse, fourteen miles distant, shows 
perfectly at night. Immediately north of the town lies the 
busy village of Merritton, while St. Catharines, the only city in the 
district, is situated a little farther away. The two canals can be 
s
en at intervals, winding in and out; and the blue waters of Lake 
Ontario, dutted with vessels during the summçr, form a background 
for the whole scene. On clear days the coast-line of the opposite 
shore, fifty-two miles distant, can be discerned, while at night the 
lights 
of Toronto illuminate the horizon. 
The town i<; over three hundred and fifty feet above the level of 
Lake OntJ.rio, and is now well drained. Its im'igorating air and 
good drinking w,Her make it a particularly healthful spot, whilc its 
accessibility by water and by rail gives it advantages not always 
possc:-;sed by small towns, 
_\11 the land un which Thorold is Imilt was originally included in 
the crown gr,lI1ts to Ceorge Kedcr, J acoh Ball and (
eorge HoU\'cr. 
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The Keefer house stood on the hill where l\laplehurst has since been 
built. The Hoover homestead was on the
site of the present building, 
just east of the road bridge over the new canal; while the Balls lived 
on what is now St, Davids road, just east of the Grand Trunk Railway 
track, The Balls had given the land for the churchyard; and the 
log church and manse then stood in the midst of their fields. The 
next house built within the present town limits is that owned by the 
estate of the late Judge Baxter; it was the homestead of Squire 
Black, who bought a farm from the original patentee, 
The early history of Thorold has been included in that of the 
township, for, with the exception of the baule of Beaverdams, no 
event of importance ha!)pened here until the construction of the 
canal in 18,q. 
In 1827, two years before navigation opened, Mr. Keefer built 
the stone grist-mill now known as the Niagara casket factory, The 
stone was obtained from Hoover's quarry, through which the new 
canal now runs. While the work of the canal was progressing, the 
company promised Mr. Keefer, as he was a large shareholder, and had 
taken so great an interest in the project, that if he would build a stone 
mill with four run of stone, ready for work when the water was let in, 
he, his heirs and assigns, should have the hydraulic power rent-free 
forever. As the mill was finished in time, it still enjoys from the 
government the free water power promised by the canal company. 
Originally Thorold had been well wooded, and for a long time 
after the land was cleared it was known as "Stumptown." Then 
the name "St. Georg
" was proposed, in honor of Mr. Keefer, and 
for a few years that designation was common: but before the post- 
office was established the name of the township had been given to 
the new village. It is impossible to obtain the date of the first post- 
office situated here, but such an institution is known to have been in 
existence before 1824, The first post-office called Thorold was situ- 
ated at Beaverdams; the mail was distributed there in the shop kept 
by George and Jacob Keefer. Afterwards the office was removed to 
Mr. Keefer's store on St. Davids street, Thorold, in the midst of the 
village, 
In 1824, a large number of the Irish and English immigrants 
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employed on the canal made their homes at Thorold, and shops, 
inns and houses had to be built for the accommodation of the new- 
comers. From that year until 1887, the canals offered a constant 
means of employment to the thousands of workmen who came in 
successive relays to this district. \\Ith the increase of population, 
new industrit's sprang up, and a great deal of money was spent in 
the place, The government always paid the men's wages promptly, 
and the" fiftcenth " of each month took the place of the "quarter- 
day" to which the laborers had been accustomed in the old country. 
The money was not always wisely spent, and the "fifteenth" came 
to be known as a day on which the constables had to be particularly 
vigilant. 
During the building of the old canal, the new residents lived 
near the works, and Front and Pine streets became the centres of 
business. At the head of Front street, George Hoover had a large 
general store where the City Hotel now stands, and many smaller 
shops were afterwards opened, 
The Irish" canallers," as the workmen were popularly called, had 
brought their religious differences in an intensified form to this 
country, and occasionally humiliating broils took place; but as the 
men began to make permanent homes in the pI are, they gradually 
came to identify themseh.es with the Canadians. On the whole, no 
better element could hmle been introduced into the township than 
the quick Hibernian temperament with which to offset the more 
phlegmatic character of the 1 hItch and German settlers, At this 
time, local names werc common for the different parts of the village. 
On thc west side of the canal, the southern end W.1S known as Con- 
naught town, while the northern portion, through which St. Davids 
street runs, was called Protestant Hill; and when the woods farther 
west were included, it was spoken of as the Queen's Hush. 
On .\ugust 7th, 1835, a census of Thorold was taken by Jacob 
Keefer, which showed the total population then to be three hundred 
and seventy, The families are thus enumerated: 


WEST SIDE OF THE CAN.\I.: 


Head of household 
J. Watts 
John Hart 


No. in famil} 
10 
3 


Head of household !IOo. in family 
(;eorge Keefer, jun. 7 
1>. .\. Bayham -1- 
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J. \Vilde 4 Isaac Head 7 
J. Wentworth 2 \\" Shipman S 
Joshua Cleveland 8 Peter Boylan 4 
\\ïlliam S. Stewart 4 Thomas \Valt 2 
Alonzo Sweet 5 Libbers Sweet S 
- Graham 3 Nicholas Smith 9 
John Darker 9 C. Butcher 5 
R, McGraw 6 B. Merithew 9 
J. \\T e1stead 10 George Keefer 14 
Jåcob Keefer 8 
Total on west side, 144. 
EAST' SIDE OF THE C.\N.\L: 
Isaac Lacey 10 H. Doty 5 
- Henderson 6 - l\1illinors 2 
- Huntley IS - Squires II 
- McArthur 10 - Hubbell 3 
- McMahon 12 - Waud 7 
-- McGuire 2 Dr. Aberdein 3 
D. S. Brown 8 John Burns 3 
- McIntyre 2 R, McCue 8 
P. McCoy 6 - Davidson 6 
'Villiam Coulter 4 D. Black 6 
- Durant 7 \\T. Carter IS 
J. Foster 9 - Fitzmaurice 6 
J ames White 9 H. Hoover 10 
George Hoover 6 D. Casy 4 
- Hogg 7 S, Cleveland 8 
-- Wallace 3 - Flett 3 
0, Ingols 3 R.kGarhatt 3 
Total on east side, 226. 


Total population of Thorold, 370. 
After the Rebellion of 1837, a company of redcoats-3rd Bat- 
talion, Incorporated Militia-was stationed here, The barracks 
were on the east side of Pine stret:t, a few doors north of Albert; the 
building was afterwards used for the grammar school. These men 
were followed by a company of the Royal Canadian Rifles; for when 
the work of enlargement began on the old canal, only military force 
was sufficient to keep the peace among the excitable navvies, who 
formed so large a proportion of the population, 
From the opening of the canal until the Manitoba wheat made 
its appearance upon the market, the Niagara district was unexcelled 
for the quantity and the quality of its flour. A great many 
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grist-mills were in operation along the canal, and thousands of 
barrels of flour were shipped each week to Montreal, and thence to 
Europe. In 184-6, Jacob Keefer built the WeHand Mills, then the 
largest in Canada, An ad\'ertisement in the Thorold Advocate in 
1849 describes them as "in complete order for manufacturing from 
200 to 300 barrels of flour per day, with ship elevator capable of dis- 
charging 1,000 bushels of wheat per hour, and storage for 70,000 
bushels of wheat and 5,0
0. barrels of flour," The building is a 
substantial stone structure, and was until recently owned by the firm 
of Howland & Co., the senior partner being Sir William Howland, 
late Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario. 
Other mills mentioned in an early issue of the Advocate give us 
some idea of the business done in Thorold forty-eight years ago. 
The advertisements includè the following: The Elgin 
lills, owned 
by Alexander Christie, and capable of grinding and packing 150 
barrels of flour per day; the Kiagara Mills, owned by James Gibson, 
and able to grind and pack 120 barrels of flour a day; the Old 
Stone 
lill, opcrated by George Keefer, jun.; and the Thorold Mills, 
owned by Parke & Cowan, and capable of grinding and packing 130 
barrels of flour and 80 bushels of custom work per day, In the 
same paper we find mention of two other industrie::" arising out of 
the natural products of Thorold: Charles Cockburn's Pottery on 
Pine street, and Brown & 
lcDonakl's Cement and Plaster .Mill at 
Lock K o. 18, The hotels open in that year included the Thorold 
House, the Wclland Canal Inn, the Union House, the American 
Hotel, the Farmers' Inn, the \\"elland Hotel and the Thorold 
Temperance llousc, 
In" Canada, Past, Present and Future," the village of Thorold is 
crcdited with a popubtion of twelve hundred in 184-9. The 
industries are described as: five grist-mills, with an aggregate of 
fifteen run of stones: one saw-mill, containing one upright and two 
circular saw
, and twu planing machines: and a machine shop and 
carding machine. 
lentiul1 is made also of a tannery, a broom 
factory, a p\ou
h factory, a soap and candle factory, two potteries 
and a pI.lster mill. 
I n 184-7, the first cotton woven in Canada was ll1aòe at Thorold. 
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The factory was owned by a company of enterprising cItizens; but 
the management was not sufficiently economical, and the experiment 
proved a financial failure. 
In r8S8 the advertisements jn the Thorold Ga
ette show what 
industrial progres5 the village was making. In it D. W. Corbin 
advertises a new brick yard on the Ker farm, dose to the Great 
Western Railway station at Thorold (now called Merritton station) ; 
John Pollock's new stone yard on ,Mill street, now Claremont, 
opposite the "New English Church" is mentioned; and \Yalter H, 
Ball advertises building stone for sale on the township line between 
Grantham and Thorold. The list of manufactories includes John 
Brown's cement and plaster mills, Morley's plough fnctory, W. B. 
Hendershot's saw mill (leased at that time by John McDonagh), 
and the Thorold mills, bought from Gibson & Elliott by Band & 
Hutchison, 
From 1850 until 1880 were Thorold's brightest days. There was 
work for every laborer and mechanic; all the shops did a thriving 
business, and the factories found a ready market for all their wares. 
Throughout the Crimean war, fortunes were made by both farmers 
and millers in this district. A good story of one of the many 
quarrels between the mill owners and canal superintendents illustrates 
the wealth that was made here at that time. In the early fifties John 
\V oodward was one of the most prominent millers of Thorold, and he 
was frequently annoyed at finding the water turned off from his mill 
when there was not a sufficient supply for navigation. Angry at the 
loss that idleness entailed, he once threatened to throw the superin- 
tendent into the canal if the water was turned off again, At the next 
offence he carried out his thre,u, and when the gm"ernment official 
reached the bank he threatened Woodward that the action should 
cost him a hundred dollars, "Friend," calmly replied the miller, " I 
could afford to throw YOll in every day at that price, if my mills may 
run. " 


During the civil war in the United States, Thorold shared in the 
general prosperity enjoyed by the ('anadian manufacturing towns, 
which were constantly shipping goods to the ncighboring republic, 
In 1850 Thorold was incorporated as a village, 
\nd in 1874 the 
act was passed by which it became a tOWI1. 
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It has several times suffered from fire: In 1857 the Parke & 
Cowan mill was destroyed: in 1858 several good dwelling houses 
were burnt; and in 1866 a great fire destroyed forty buildings. The 
latter catastrophe originated on the west side of Front street, on a 
very windy Sunday in 
\pril. 1\[ast of the townspeople were at church 
when the fire broke out. \Vhen the smoke was first seen the news 
was quickly sent to the 'Iethodist minister, who at once quietly 
dismissed his congregation. All the people then turned out to try 
to check the fire, The town possessed only a hand engine at that 
time: and, although a St. Catharines hose company came up, it was 
impossible to check the flames until they had carried off all the 
business portion of Front street. On Claremont street, too, the fire 
spread as far east as St. John's church, destroying nearly all the 
buildings in its path, Since that time many small fires have 
occurred, the most destructi\'e being the one that occurreù in 1891; 
hut the town is now well protected. The two canals furnish a never- 
failing water supply, and the very efficient fire company nearly 
always prevents t
e flames from gaining any headway, 
On the 18th of April, 1882, 3. street railway took the place of the 
'bus line that had for some years connected Thorold with St. Catha- 
rmes. I n 1887 the elcctric systcm was introduced, the first car 
heing run to Thorold on Octohcr 5th of that year. This was the 
first use of electricity for carrying passengers in Canada, ijefore the 
trolley system was used on the St, Catharines and Thorold road, 
one car had becn run hy electricity at Windsor, Ontario, but it 
carried no passengers, Besides the distinction that its seniority 
gives it, the Thorold ro
1(1 is important hecause of the hilly nature of 
the region whi(.:h it traverses, 
The town has been lighted bv electricity since 1887, The lights 
arc particularly good, and can be seen distinctl) from Upper Canada 
( 'ollege at Korth Toronto. 
The i orne Curling Rink has been the first place in Thorold to 
use acetvlene gas for lighting purposes. 
Three times in the course of its history 111Oroid has heen 
honored hy a visit from the (;overnor-General. In 1850 Lord 
Elgin, accompanied by several nll,'mhers of the (;overnment, came to 
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\'isit the canal. He drove from Port Dalhousie to Thorold, and at 
this point the steamer Britlania took charge of his party and 
conveyed it to POIt Culborne. In 1874 the whole town turned out 
to do honor to Lord Dufferin, who also came to inspect the great 
Government work, The 44th Battalion formed a guard of honor 
for His Excellency. The following address was presented hy 1\1r. 
John .:\lcDonagh, the Reeve for that year: 
To His Excellency the Righi HOTlorable the Earl of Du..fft:rill, K P., 
K C. B., Governor-Gent!ral of the Dominion of Canada, 
.::.;.'C., é7'c. 
We, the Reeve and Council of Thorold, on behalf of the 
inhabitants, beg leave to approach Y uur Excellency with assurances 
of loyalty and devotion to the person of Her :\lajesty the Queen. 
\"e also take this opportunity of expressing our respect and esteem 
for yourself, both Pérsonally and as Her Majesty's representati\Oe, 
and of welcoming you and the Countess of Dufferin to the Niagara 
Peninsula, Your Excellency, during the visit you are about to make 
to the public works now in the course of construction in this place, 
will behold an undertaking creditable to the energy and enterprise of 
the Dominion, and destined, we believe, to be the great higlpvay 
of the immense carrying trade hetween the great \Vest and Europe, 
and to advance the interests and prosperity, not only of this part of 
the country, but of the whole of Canada. We have no doubt that 
Your Excellency will appreciate the importance to the general 
interest of the country of the manufactories, and other industrial 
establishments on the line of the \Velland canal. 
Whi
 knowing that your extended tour through the Province 
of Ontario will be taken advantage of by you to increase your know- 
ledge of the country and its people, we trust it will also be producti\Oe 
of pleasure to you, Lady Dufferin and the members of your famil)'. 
W. T. FISH, Clerk. JOH:.'J McDoNAGH, Reeve. 
Lord Dufferin's reply is thus given in the "History of WeIland 
County" : 
His Excellency expressed the pleasure it gave him to receive an 
address from the inhabitants of ThoroJd-a place to which, by its 
connection with the Weiland Canal, considerable attention was at 
the present time directed, not only frOln all parts of the Dominion, 
but from the United States. It was impossible to ()Vcr-rate thc 
importance of those works now in progress, whose magnitude was a 
measure of the advancement which had taken pI..lce in the aspirations 
of the Government and of the people of Canada since the present 
WeIland canal was constructed. I )uring his present tour he had 
visited the distant waters of I.ake Superior, and he had arrived at the 
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conclusion that no reasonable man could doubt that within a few 
years the industry and energy of the Canadian people would conduct 
the waterways of the Atlantic to the head of Lake Superior 
(applau')e). N either was it possible to over-rate the consequences 
that would flow from these great works. No onc could look upon 
the navigation of the northern parts of North America without 
perceiving that the River St. Lawrence and the chain of lakes that 
empty their waters into it are destined to be the highroad along 
which all the productions, not only of the Canadian Northwest, but 
also of the northern valleys of the i\lississiIJpi and its tributaries, 
would pass (cheers). It must necessarily follow that a community 
located upon that great thoroughfare would immensely profit by 
the stream of commerce that would flow beside them, and he (Lord 
Dufferin) sincerely trusted that a great deal of the advantage to 
which he referred would stick to the fingers of the people of 
Thorold (cheers). In conclusion, he thanked them for their kind 
expressions in their address with regard to himself and Lady 
Dufferin, and assured thcm that he would always watch with great 
interest what he trusted would result in rapid improvement in their 
circumstances. 


A much more informal visit was that made in 1880 by the 
Marquis of Lome, whose coming was not generally known before- 
hand. On Monday, September 27th, of that year, His Excellency, 
accompanied by 
layor Carlisle of St. Catharines, Thomas' Monro, 
C. E., \V. G, Thompson, C. E, (both of the canal staff of engineers), 
and \V, Elli;;, superintendent of the canal, c
amined the locks from 
number 2 to 16, The p3.rty then drove to the engineers' office at 
. 
Thorold, where the Governor-General viewed the plans of the work. 
1\(rs, F. Lampman and :\liss Allison then presented bouquets to His 
Excellency, who graciously thanked them. After this, the party re- 
entered their carriages and proceeded to 
ferritton, wherc a special 
train was waiting to take them to Clifton, 
On December 17th, 1879, Sir Charles Tupper, as Ministcr of 
Railways and Canals in the 
[acdonald government, officially visited 
Thorold, to in
pect the neW "odland canal. 
In 1865, thc steamer lVaubl11l0 was built at Thorold by \\". and 
J, Bt>atty, for the Georgian Bay l'ransportation Company, The 
vessel was wrecked near Moose Point in Novemhcr, 1879, and thc 
crew and passengers, twenty in number, were all lost, The Asia, 
another steamer ownéd hy the Beatt)'s. was wrccked in a great 
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storm on the Georgian Bay, 011 the 14th of September, 1882, when 
the crew and all the passengers except two 
 were drowned. 
In 1875, the new High School building was erected in Thorold. 
At that time, also, Albert street was opened up west of Pine. On 
December 20th, the subject of the erection of a new town hall was 
brought before the council, and a by-law to raise $20,000 by deben- 
tures was submitted to the people; but was vott'd down by 89 to 35, 
In July of this year, fifty-five freeholders petitioned the council to 
have several old buildings on Front street removed. 
In 1875-6, forty-eight buildings were erected in Thorold. In the 
Post of July 23rd, 1875, we find this hopeful statement: "When the 
new canal is completed and factories and mills arc erected thereon, 
there will be a greater demand for houses." 
In 1876 taxes were as high as at present (1897)' The people 
voted down a by-law to borrow $8,000.00 to pay certain debts, to 
effect improvements and to purchase a cemetery; and therefore a tax 
of twenty-five mills on the dQllar had to be levied. 
During the building of the new canal the population was 
increased by many Italian laborers, Frequent quarrels took place 
among the workmen, and occasionally a "strike" among the stone- 
cutters would retard the progress of the work, More than once the 
Riot Act was read, and No.2 company of Volunteers, under Capt. 
Ja
es, had to be called out to disperse the mob. Frequent arrests 
were made on every pay day, and once in 1876 the Police Magistrate, 
after holding two courts on Saturday, was obliged to hold an extra 
session on Sunday to avoid the over-crowding of prisoners in the 
lock-up, 
The Odd Fellows' Hall was built in 1876. In that year the 
market was so large that Andrew Hardie bought the fees for $500.00, 
while now only $15.00 a month is paid for them. $1800.00 was 
spent in the same year in adding the two south rooms to the east 
side public school. 
A special census for license purposes, taken in 1876, credited the 
town with a population of 3,673, 
In 1877, a by-law to expend $8,000.00 in building a fire-hall was 
passed by the people. In the following year, a by law was passed 
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for the Issue of debentures for the same amount, in order to 
purchase a steam fire-engine and hose, and to erect certain tanks 
and an engine-house. 
In 1878, the town council lowered the licenses of the nine 
ta\erns from $130,00 to $100.00, and of the several liquor shops 
from $1]0.00 to $140.00. 
Since 1879, \V. T. Fish was appointed Police 
Iagistrate, a posi- 
tion that he has held to the present day. 
In 1880, the citizens were pariicularly active in trying to induce 
capitalists to establish factories here. 
The industries now existing in Thorold are: two grist-mills, a 
caskct factory, a pulp-mill, a bicycle factory, a basket factory, a 
cement-mill, a carriage factory, a knitting-mill, and a foundry and 
machine shop, 
The town once possessed the following industries, which no 
longer exist: four grist-mills, a casket factory, a tannery, a plough 
factory, a saw-mill, silver-plating works, a pulp-mill, a cotton factory, 
a ship-yard, two potteries, a cement-mill, two furniture factories, a 
waggon factory, a soap factory, a candle factory, a chair factory, a 
casket hardware factory, felt-works, and several cooperages, 
The Quebec Bank has a hranch at Thorold, and it was only this 
year (1897) that the Bank of Commerce removed its agency from 
the town. 
There are fi\"c rhurches in the town: The 
fethodist, Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, and Baptist, the first four being 
handsome stone buildings, Other good puhlic buildings are the 
Odd Fellows' Hall and the Masonic Hall, while many of the 
residences are hoth handsome and substantial. 
Not all . of Thorold's prominent citizens have been connected 
with the public life of the town, for in m
IIlY cases large business 
interests have claimed all their time and energies. Among those of 
whom mention must be made in this connection are: The late I )r. 
Rolls; the l:1te John Battle, manufacturer and vcssel-owncr; and 
J uhn I). 
I c I )onald, contractor, also deceased, 
PORT R()BI
sùN. l"ntil 1824. Port Robinson was a dense 
Wt)ud, known as the hickory hush: and the only houc;e within the 
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limits of the present village was that built on the banks of the Chip- 
pawa Creek by the U. E, Loyalist, John Carl. Carl's nearest neigh- 
bor was Peter l\lisener, whose second house, built one hundred 
years ago, still stands about a mile and a-half northeast of the 
village. For many years after the white settlers came, the Chippawa 
Indians lived in wigwams on both sides of the river to which they 
had given their name; and it was only when they began to be 
annoyed and iII-treated by the navvies working on the canal, that 
the whole settlement withdrew to the Six Nations Reserve on the 
hanks of the Crand River. 
When the exca vations began on the old \Yelland canal, in 1824, 
the greater number of the men were employed upon the Deep Cut, 
which lies between Allanburgh and Port Robinson; and naturally a 
little settlement was made at each terminus of this branch of the 
work, John Coulter, who had come from Ireland to take a sub- 
contract at the southern end of the cut, built the second house in 
Port Robinson; while Duncan McFarland, who owned a general 
store near Allanburgh, soon afterwards removed to this place. In 
the same year, the first church was erected by the Presbyterians, the 
same building being still used by that denomination. 
The history of Port Robinson has been largely the history of the 
canal. With the exception of the Carls, Miseners, Blakes, Lemons 
and .:\lcFarlands, the early inhabitants were Irishmen, attracted hcre 
by the work of excavation. \Vhen navigation was opened in 1829, 
the village became a port of entry, and was called Port Beverly, after 
Chief Justice Beverly Robinson, who was a member of the Canal 
Company. In the same way, 
lerritton, and Merrittsville (now 
\Yelland) were called after the chief promoter of the canal scheme, 
Later on, the name Port Beverly was changed to Port Robinson. 
A post-office was established in the village in 1829, and I )uncan 
Ic- 
Farland was appointed first postma
ter. 
In 1832 and 1834, Port Robinson suffered from cholera, as did 
all the settlements of Irish immigrants along the canal. 
All the important boats that used the new waterway, from what- 
ever port they came, were obliged to pass through Port Robinson; 
and soon it became the most t1ouri<;hing \"illage in the district. In 
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the matter of trade, it far outrivalled St. Catharines and Buffalo; 
and the present county town, \VeIland, was not yet in existence. 
There was a large hotel in the place, owned by Dilly Coleman, and 
capable of arcommodating one hundred guests; and in exchange for 
this he was offered a valuable lot in Buffalo, but of course he 
refused the offer, as the "Gnited States port, which now boasts of its 
300,000 inhabitants, gave no promise at that time of becoming so 
prosperous a place as the little Canadian village. 
A\fter the Rebellion, the British regulars. who had come out too 
late to take part in the skirmishes, were kept in the country to pre- 
vent further uprising. The 43rd Regiment was stationed at Niagara 
Falls, and "look-outs" were posted throughout the peninsula, one 
heing kept at Port Robinson. When the 93rd Highlanders suc- 
ceeded the 43rd, these outposts were withdrawn, 
\Vhen, in 1840, the Government assumed control of the canal, 
and the work of enlargement was begun, a new impetus was given to 
trade at Port Robinson. A great deal of business was done there, 
for a large number of people were constantly coming and going, as 
this was the central point for travellers. A steamboat made daily 
trips between Buffalo and Port Robinson, rarrying hundreds of 
passengers during the navigation season; a line of passenger packets 
plied daily during the open season between Port Robinson and 
Dunn\'ille ; a daily stage coach was laden with passengers on each 
trip to and from St. Catharines; and mail coaches came to the 
village from \\'cllandport and way stations, and from St. Johns \rest 
and 
 orth Pelham. .\ four-horse stage coach also carried passen' 
gers and the mail between Port Robinson and Hamilton. All this 
is now changed; when the Buffalo, Brantford & Coderich Railway 
was c'ompleted, the steamboat to Port Robinson ceased to make its 
usual trips, and when the \V el1and and (
reat "'estern divisions of 
the Grand Trunk Railway wt're finished, the stage coaches from St. 
Cath.uines and Hamilton ceased to run, and therefore there was no 
more use for the packet boats. 
Before steam tugs wcre hrought into ðistence, all vessels, except 
stcamers, were towed by horses. The villa
e being mid-way between 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, the tow-boys (as they were callcd) amI tow 
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horses made this their stopping place for rest and refreshments, Now 
that tugs are used for towing, there is no more use for the ancient 
mode of propelling, and consequently Port Robinson loses all 
revenue from that source, 
The Irishmen working on the canal came chiefly from Cork and 
Connaught, and many were the fights that took place between the 
two classes, who still retained their ancient tribal hatred for each 
other. The contractors were utterly unable to restrain these riots, 
so law and order was to some extent maintained by a squad of 

10unted Police under Captain John "'heeler, and a corps of 
colored soldiers commanded by Captain Duncan 
Iacdonald. The 
officers of this company, both commissioned and non-commissioned, 
were white men, but the privates were all negroes, chiefly runaway 
slaves who had escaped from the United States. They were a fine 
set of fellows, very jealous for the honor of their company, and 
exceedingly proud of the trust reposed in them. To the Irish, how- 
ever, the sight of a black man wearing a red coat was as so much 
more fuel for the fire, for they bitterly resented being governed by a 
militia made up of the Africans, whom they had always despised. 
At last, on,e of their faction fights broke out, and the workmen from 
Thorold, Allanburgh and the Deep Cut marched southward un- 
molested. 'Vhen the mob reached Port Robinson, the whole corps 
of red-coats, two hundred men in all, were called out, while most of 
the men of the village were sworn in as special police, The soldiers 
were served with hall cartridges, and were ordered to fire and charge 
among the rioters, if they advanced beyond a given point. The 
infuriated Irishmen were just upon the point of daring the negroes 
to touch them, when Father 
IcDonagh of St. Catharines rode up, 
whip in hand, This priest had great power over all the laborers, 
and was always of great assistance in keeping the peace; but on this 
occasion he was obliged to resort to extreme measures. Drawing a 
line across the bank, he threatened to pronounce the curse of the 
church upon any who dared to cross it, Then, fearing le
t 
ome 
might be tempted to disobey, he rode down among them, laying the 
horsewhip vigorously over their shoulders, until this form of punish- 
ment brought the rabble to their senses, and they gradual1y slunk off 
to their homes or lodgings. 
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1.: ntil the improvements on the old canal were completed, the 
negro soldiers were 
tationed at Port Robinson. The two com- 
panies were disbanded in 185 I. Of the negroes, there is but one 
now left in the village, Hem}' Lowry, a highly respected resident, 
The first inn built in the place was the one still known as Jor- 
dan's Hotel, although the first proprietor was a widow named John- 
ston. There have been three other large and well kept hotels in Port 
Robinson, besides a number of smaller ones, and about six small 
saloons. The extent of uusiness done there may be gathered 
from the fact that the village once contained four general 
stores, five groceries, one ship chandlery, four blacksmith shops, 
three waggon shops, two paint shops, one jewelry store, one 
drug store, four tailor shops, four boot and shoe shops, one bakery 
amI ronfertionery, three butcher shops, an ashery, one saddle and 
harness shop, an ink and 
ealing-wax factory, two grist-mills, one 
saw-nlill, a shingle factory, one shipyard and two dry-docks, and a 
plaster-mill. :\lost of these places employed large numbers of work- 
men, The ship):ard and dry-docks would sometimes give employ- 
ment to between two hundred and fifty and three hundred men, 
"Canada, Past, Present and Future," gives the population of 
Port Robinson as four hundred in 1849, HowC\"er, at one time it 
contained fully nine hundred inhabitants, while transients to the 
numher of two or thæe hundred often passed through the 
village in a day, In 1856 the county council passed an 
act making Port Robinson a police village, but it has never 
been incorporated as a municipality. \Vhen it did contain 
the requÎsite number of inhabitants, the people could not see any 
advantages that would accrue "to them if the place became a village. 
Since the population has decreased, the desire to be classed as a 
municipality has become greater; hut the necessary seven hundred 
inhabitants can now be made up emly by includin
 the passengers 
on excursion trains passing through: and it is said that this was 
actually done, when the people a few years ago applied for incor- 
poration, 
.\fter the Fenian Ibid in 1866, there were two hundred British 
Regulars the 7th Fusiliers -srationed at Port Robinson. This 
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corps was kept under canvas until the cold weather, when it was 
removed to the regiment's headquarters at Brantford. 
For a number of years succeeding the Trent Affair (frorn 1863 
until 1886), Port Robinson was the headquarters of the \Yelland 
Canal Field Battery, commanded by Lieut.-CoI. R. S. King, 1\1. D.; 
and upon his death the headquarters were remO\'ed to Port Col- 
horne, and subsequently to St. Catharines, 
\rhen the Counties of Lincoln and WeIland were separated, the 
first check was given to Port Robinson's progress, The new county 
building had to he situated somewhere in Crowland township; and 
Port Robinson, which bordered on it, Conk's :\lills and 1\Ierrittsville 
were all mentioned as likely places. The first named \\'a
 hy far the 
largest of these villages, and therefore it was first choice, The 
corner stone of the Court House was laid on the Clark property, at 
Ramsden's point, just within the Crowland boundary; but the 
building was never erected, In the end, the Provisional County 
Council chose Merrittsville (\Yelland) as the county town, and the 
corner-stone of the Gaol and Court House wa
 laid in that village in 
1855, This change of choice was the making of \\'elland, hut 
naturally, it drew trade away from Port Robinson. 
One by one its industries have ceased to exist. The shingle 
factory has beel
 removed. The dry-docks have been dosed uy the 
Department of Railways and Canals, and the shipyard was expro- 
priated for canal enlargement. In 1888 a fire broke out, which dt:'- 
stroyed Coulter's Hall, a merchant tailor shop, two general stores, two 
groceries and a bakery, on all of which there was \'ery little insur- 
ance, The village has no fire protection; anù so in the same way 
there have been destroyed at other times the saw-mill, the piaster-In ill, 
two grist-mills, Coleman's hotel, a grorery shop, anù a hakery in 
which three tons of flour were hurnt. 
The village at one time could boast of a fine hrass hand and of a 
public library. C ntil a few years ago it was the headquarters of the 
Liberal-Conservati\'e Association for \\'elland County, and here the 
nomination of the Conservative candidates to contest the ridill
 
always took place, In 1895 the office of callal tolls at Port Robin- 
son was dosed, and in 1897 the customs office was removed to 
"" elland. 
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At present the population numbers about five hundred, The 
places of business now consist of a grist-mill, two blacksmith shops 
and three general stores. 
About 18 54 the whole country was in terror from a highwayman 
named '''illiam Townsend, who was supposed to have his hiding- 
place in the woods near Port Robinson. In the general excitement 
every harmless vagrant who wandered through the township was 
declared to be Townsend. 
 0 one dared \"enture alone upon a 
country road, for the notorious desperado had only to state his name 
and demand money to make the terrified farmers yield up all their 
valuables. Bands of men scoured the county in search of him, but 
he was not to be found. After murdering a man in Haldimand 
county, he fled to the "Cnited 
tates, but soon returned with a com- 
rade, and made his appearance 'at Jordan's Hotel. The village 
constable, Charles Richards, at once attempted to arrest him, but 
Townsend calmly drew his revolver and shot the man, so that he 
died of the wound four hours afterwards; and, strange to say, the 
criminal himself escaped. In 1858 he was captured in the United 
States and brought to Canada for trial, but was acquitted, as the 
pri:,oner claimed to be a Scotchman named McHenry, and swore 
that he had ne\'er been in Canada before. The trial excited the 
greatest interest throughout the province, for the case was resolved 
into a question of identity. However, there was not sufficient evi- 
dence to pro\'e that the prisoner really was Townsend, and so he 
was finally acquitted. 
.\LI.ANIH'RGH. .\lIanburgh, lying midway between Thorold and 
Port Robinson, is a pretty little \ illage, the history of which ha'\ 
heen 
('ontemporaneous with that of the latter place, 
A little north of the village is the Black Horse Tavern, the oldest 
inn situated in the county, The exact date of its first building is 
unknown: but as it is situated at the intersection of important roads, 
it
is probable lhat a hotel stood on the site at a \oery early date. It 
is said that some Indians had a log wigwam at this place, and that 
the present lavern took its name from a black horse that the old 
chief rode, hut for this the chronicler cannot vouch. In the early 
years of this century it W3S known 3S B3d
dcy's Inn. bdng kept .It 
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that time by Joseph Badgeley. The main road from Niagara Falls 
to Windsor runs past this place; and when Western Michigan was 
being opened up about sixty years ago, the Black Horse Tavern was 
the stopping place for those who were going from the Eastern States 
to make homes in the new lumber region. During the tirne of this 
emigration, eight or ten waggol1s containing settlers' property might 
commonly be seen at the old inn, where the travellers rested for the 
night. 
The village proper was built on the Yanderburgh farm, although 
the Uppers, whose property lay a little farther north, have always 
heen identified with the interests of the place. 
Most of the early settlers in this vicinity were Dutch Loyalists. 
The first road laid out was an irregular one connecting the farms of 
the Boukes, the Uppers, the Vanderburghs and the \\ïlkersons, and 
was known as the" Holland Road." It now leads from Allanburgh 
to Lundy's Lane. 
In the history of the WeIland canals, ...\llanburgh has been an 
importa.nt point; for the first sod of the old canal was turned at this 
village, and here the new waterway joins the old one, 
From the time of the: canal agitation until navigation was 
opened, this work was the all-absorbing topic. "Thile the rest of 
the country was occupied with discussions about the Family Com- 
pact and other political abuses of the day, Lincoln county was 
divided chiefly into two parties-the pro-canal men and the anti- 
canal party. Naturally, the frontier people, and especially those 
interested jn the portage company, were opposed to l\lerritt's 
scheme; but even among those who afterwards benefited by the 
canal there were a few who objected to it, because it was something 
new. Their views changed, however, as soon as excavation began 
upon the Deep Cut, for at once Allanburgh and its neighhorhood 
became a centre of business, All along the Deep Cut, where now 
we see well-sodded banks on which the cattle graze, there was then a 
row of shops and lodging-houses -poorly-built shantie.., it is true, but 
still representing the wonderful change that had taken place in the 
population. The Canal Company h.ad a general store, and there 
were three or four other shops on the bank that sold goods of all 
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kinds. There was also a market at the Deep Cut, and so great was 
the demand for farm produce that some farmers sent waggons there 
twice a day, with fruit, vegetables, eggs and butter. 
\\Ïthin the village of Allanburgh two of the oldest shops were 
those kept by 6\ndrew Vanderburgh and Samuel Swayze. 
It was some mills built by an American capitalist that practically 
ga,-e life to the village. This man, the Hon. J. B. Yates, built a grist- 
mill, a saw-mill and a shingle factory in Allanhurgh in (835. He was 
represented in the place by his agent, John G. Stockley. These 
mill.. were afterwards owned by several different firms, including that 
of James :\IcKee & Jacob Upper, while Baruch Tucker and John 
Rennie were partners in the business for thirty years. The Canal 
Company also owned the property' at one time, and then the Go\"- 
eri1ment bought it. The mills were destroyed when their sites were 
needed for the enlargement of the new canal. 
It was Stockley who gave the village its name, calling it after 
..\llen, a memher of the Canal Company. 
Among the many industries that the village once possessed were: 
LJuncan & \\'right's flour-mill, Bowman's pail factory, Hoover &. 
Yanderburgh's saw-mill, Harper's bakery, Philip Bump's tannery, 
Thomas Towers' foundry and ""illiams' wheel-barrow factory, while 
James Brodhead manufactured scythe snathes. John Brown regu- 
larly employed hetween twenty and thirty persons in his shipyard. 
.\lIanburgh has contained also eight taverns, two shoe,shops, two 
tailor-shops, a brickyard, t\\ 0 hlacksmith shops, two cabinet shops, 
t\\O woollen f.wtories, a dye-house, two waggon shops and a factory 
in which grain cradles were made, Xow all the mills and factories 
are gone, and the village is merely a little agricultural settlement, 
In the curiosity line, Allanhurgh has produced the biggest horse 
that the world has ever seen. 
In 18-t9 the population numhered threc hundred. _\t one timc 
it must have heen larger, for the, illage school has had as mall}' as 
onc hundred aml ten pupils attenùing the classes. 
ow thcre are 
scarcely more than one hundreù and fifty inhahitants in the place. 
The only church In the villagç is that hdonging to the :\lethodists, 
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Part played hy the \Velland Canal Field Battery and 'Ko. 2 Company. The 
"Trent .\ffair." The Field Battery organized. British troops sent to Canada, 
Southerners in Canada. Raid on St. Alban's. The Fenian Brotherhood. 
.\n inyasion threatened. Volunteers called out for duty, but dismissed within 
six weeks. Fenians cross the J\ïagara Riyer. Field Battery again called out. 
Badly equipped. On duty at Port Colhorne. The tug IF. J: No"". Fie!!} 
Battery and 
aval Brigade taken to Fort Erie. "olunteers capture fifty-eight 
prisoners. Canadians hemmed in hy eight hundred Fenians. Volunteers 
obliged to surrender. List of the wounded. List of officers and gunners 
made prisoners. Canadian ,-ictory at Ridgeway. U. S. \Var Steamer Jlidu'- 
gall seizes the escaping Fenians. Presentations to the Field Battery. Thorold 
affected hy the raids. Later im-asions threatened. 


As the \Yelland Canal Field Battery was organized at the time of 
the" Trent Affair," and afterwards played so important a IXi.rt in the 
Fenian Raids, it will be necessary to give some account of these 
events here, 
During the American Civil 'Var the Government of the ron- 
federate States sent two of their most prominent statesmen, John 
Slidell and James :\1. :\lason, as commissioners to England and 
France, to impress upon the gO\'ernments of those countries the 
advisability of recognizing the Confederate States as an independent 
power, All the ports of those States were hlockaded by the 
fleets of the Federal Government, The Commissioners successfully 
ran the blockade, and landed safely at the capital of a British 
.olony-Kingston, Jamaica. \\Then a favorable opportunity arrived, 
they took passage for England on the British steamer Tnllt. They 
had not, however, been long at sea when the vessel W.IS overhauled 
hy a e nited States man-of-war, and the comm issioners "ere sei/.cd 
as prisoners and taken to a Northern fortress. 
In England the news of this insult to the national flag was 
received with outbursts of popular indignation, which compelled the 
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Government to make a resentful demand upon the Federal States. 
The course taken was characteristic of the British nation, There 
was no parleying, but a simple, imperative demand for the surrender 
of the prisoners and their attaches, 
In Canada the indignation was even more keenly felt than in 
England. The whole population determined to resent openly the 
insult offered to the 
[otherland, Thorold township was quite as 
active as any of its neighbors in organizing for the e"\pected war, for 
well the inhabitants knew that the destruction of the l\YeHand Canal 
would be one of the first attempts of the enemy. If this were 
effected, no vessel could pa
s to or from the Cpper Lakes. and con- 
sequently the British or Canadian gunboats would be unable to 
destroy the United States lake fleet and forts, 
Volunteers \\ ere at once enrolled, with instructions to hold them- 
sdves in readin ess until called upon for service. Thorold township 
was, jointly with Port Colborne, instrunlental in organiLing the '\Yel- 
land Canal Field Battery. At first the headquarters were at Port 
Colhorne, John \T emer, collector of customs, being Captain. When 
he was remO\"ed to a fresh field of labor the headquarters were 
transferred to Port Robinson, with R. S. King, 
r. D., as Captain, 
.A. K. Scholfield of Humberstone as First Lieutenant, and C. B. 
Xilllnlo of P,)rt Colborne as Second Lieutenant. Two field-pieces 
were placed at Port Robinson, and one was stationed at Port Col- 
borne, while a non-commissioned officer from the Royal .. \rtillery 
was appointed drill instructor. 
.. \ large numher of British soldiers were sent to Canada, but the 
trouble was soon ended, and the e'pected war between the two 
great English-speaking nations was averted. 
In complying with the dcm
1Ilds of England, the Federal authori- 
ties imposed a deep humiliation upon their own Northern States, 
The prisoners, over who
e capture the whole Xorth had but recently 
exulted, were immediatek surrt'ndered. n-. I-I. Seward, the Federal 
Secretary of State, e\.en decl.tred that they were given up ,. cheer- 
fully," and in accordance with the "most cherished principles of 
American statesmanship"; and advanced an argument in fa\"or of this 
acknowledgment of England's claims an argument that might 
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have come even from a British diplomat, Thus peace was maIn- 
tained, but it was felt that any overt act might plunge the two 
countries into warfare. 
Many of the Confederates were now living in Canada, Mason 
himself had taken up his abode at Niagara, Large numhers of citi- 
zens from the Northern States had crossed over to Canada in order 
to prevent being drafted into the army, and the Niagara Peninsula 
was their chief rendezvous in the Upper Province. Of these 
Americans, several made their homes in Port Robinson, 
During the war considerable friction was caused between Canada 
and the United States, A number of Southerners made a raid from 
Lower Canada upon St. Alban's in Vermont, where they robbed a 
hank and committed murder, but they managed to make their way 
back to Canada in safety. The U nitcd States Government at once 
demanded the surrender of the raiders, This was refus
d; and, after 
trial, Judge Coursel of l\fontreal ordered their release, Naturally, 
Canada's action, as compared with that of the Federal authorities 
when a similar demand was made, was not likely to cause harmony 
between the countries, 
In 1865 the rebellion closed, and the great army of the Federal 
States was disbanded, Fenianism, which had been organized in 
Irel'and, had by this time gained a strong foothold in the northern 
cities. New York was the headquarters of the Brotherhood; and 
branches existed in Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Toledo, Cincinnati, 
Erie, Buffalo, Oswego and Ogdensburg. This Fenian army was 
swelled by recruits from the disbanded Federal soldiers. England 
was to be attacked through Canada, and in the end T reland was to 
be freed from British rule, 
After the" Trent Affair" it was England's first intention to recall 
the army that she had sent to Canada, but fortunately this order was 
countermanded before the Fenian Raid took place. 
During the period of the trouhle the British committed no end 
of blunders. \Vhen the attack was threatened, the Canadian Govern- 
ment was extremely careless, through ignorance of the extent of the 
danger. The Volunteer Militia was being perfected in drill, and the 
WeIland Canal Field Battery was making excellent progress; but 
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through the indifference of the government to the Brigade Major's 
advice, that guards should be mounted to look after the valuable 
field-pieces, Colonel Villiers was obliged to send the guns to Hamil- 
ton, where they could be protected by the British Regulars stationed 
in that city. The Baltery, therefore, was obliged to be content with 
a thorough drill in rifle practice. 
On the 8th of March, 1866, a large number of Volunteers were 
called out for duty; and on the loth of that month, the Port Robin- 
son detachment was sent to Port Colbornc. Along with the left 
division already stationed at the latter place, they and the Rifle com- 
panies of Whitby, Coiumbus and Collingwood performed the duty 
of guarding the entrance to the \Velland Canal, until the 2 I st of 
April, when all fear of a Fenian invasion had passed over, and the 
men were recalled and dismissed, 
But the fears of the people were too soon allayed. On the 3 1st 
of .May telegrams were received, stating that a Fenian army had 
crossed the Niagara river from Buffalo, and had landed without 
opposition at Fort Erie, The strength of the invaders was placed at 
from 800 to 20,000, but in reality no one knew anything definite 
about their numbers, \Vild rumors were abroad; and even \lr. 
Hemans, the British Consul at Ruffalo, telegraphed to Ottawa that 
the enemy was supplied with four field-pieces of artillery-a piece of 
information that had been incorrectly furnished to him, 
The WeIland Canal Field Battery, although still without its 
guns, was among the first to respond to the call to arms. Armed 
with Enfield rifles, the Port Robinson detachment was taken to Port 
Colhorne by the same train that conveyed the Queen's Own Rifles 
thither. As absentees reported themselve., at thc latter place, it was 
found that the Enfield Rifles were insufficicnt in number; carbincs 
were accordingly scrved out to the men unsupplied with the formcr 
weapon. The bayonets, cartridges and cap pouches were far too 
few for those who had already reported, and, furthermore, thc Bat- 
tery was not provided with ha\'cr.,acks, and therc W.1S not a singlc 
cup in the whole company. 
I n the afternoon a contingent of the Battery, under Lieut. Col. 
], Stoughton I )ennis of the Quecn's Own, was taken hy a pilot tr.lin 
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down the Buffalo & Goderich railway to repair Saeurwine's bridge, 
which had been partially destroyed by the Fenians on the previous 
night, Having completed this work, they re-entered Port Colborne 
about midnight. Shortly after their arr
val, a train from the west 
brought in the Thirteenth Battalion and the Rifle Companies of 
\ ork and Caledonia, all under command of Lieut. Col. Alfred 
Booker, who at once assumed command of the garrison, being 
senior Y olunteer officer. 

\ ferry-boat named the bltr:nzatÙmal was chartered by the 

lilitia Devartment to patrol the upver part \1f the Niagara river, in 
order to prevent the escape of the Fenians from Canada, [fnd also to 
make it impossible for re-enforcements of the Brotherhood to cross 
over from the Cnited States. At midnight the steamer had not yet 
reported at Port Colhorne. j ,ater on, instructions to the Commanù- 
ant at this place were hrought by Capt. .\kers, of the Roral Engin- 
eers, from Col. George Peaco.k, Commanùer of the Forces on the 
Frontier. A conference was hdd between Colonels Booker and 
Dennis and Captain Akers, and they decided to telegraph to Capt. 
L. McCallum, who commanded the Naval Brigade at Dunnville, in 
order to secure his steam tug, the lY. T. RoM, with which to patrol 
the Niagara ri\oer, By four o'clock in the morning, the tug arrived, 
with the Naval Brigade on board. On it the Field Rattery was then 
embarked, and the RoM started off for Fort Erie just as the Queen's 
Own left the village for the unfortunate battle that took place at the 
Lime Ridge in the forenoon. On reaching Fort Erie, the Yolun- 
teers found the village almost deserted by its inhabitants, Customs 
officers Treble and Schryer were on duty, but there was no Jut)" to 
perform. The troops were ùisemharked 3nd divided into squads to 
reconnoitre. The telegraph wires had been cut, and were found 
strewn on the ground. The \"illage was thoroughly invested, anù 
eleven unarmed men, who coulù not. or would not, give satist
1ctory 
answers, were taken into custody, anù handed over to the ci\-'il 
authorities, who confined them in the vilbge lock-up, 
The Battery and Brigade had now becol11e a land force. The 
men were formed into two divi"ions; the right wing, commanded by 
{'ol. Uennis, performed patrol duty along the river bank; while the 
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left, under Capt. Akers, patrolled the interior as far as one and a- 
half miles from the river. The day was excessively hot, and as the 
hours advanced the men grew thirsty, There was not a 
ingle 
drinking vessel in either of the companies. All the farm-houses 
were locked and deserted. Not until the men reached Percy 
Beam's farm were they able to quench their thirst; there, however, 
they were furnished with both sweet milk and butter milk, until the 
supplies were exhausted, 
About five miles north of Fort Erie a halt was made, and the 
patrol parties of both right and left wings were called in. 
On the march down from the head of the river, Thomas Newbig- 
ging's farm was passed. It was there that the Fenian force had 
hivouacked on the previous night, and now desolation was to be 
seen on every side. All the fences on the farm had been used in the 
construction of temporary breastworks, while the growing grain, 
grass and other crops had been trampled under foot. On the 
march the volunteers made prisoners of a numher of men who were 
skulking about the neighborhood, and who could not give reasons 
for their presence there. Several of them had small firearms in 
their possession. Altogether fifty-eight men were taken, as follows: 
Patrick O'
lally, aged 35 years T ohn O'Connor, aged 42 years 
Barney J )unn 3 [ i.:, Cunningham 4 0 
.\. T. 
loseley 33 Tohn O'Neil, 4 0 
John Crace 37 "Daniel Drummond 3 2 
(From Drummond Capt. 'King secured a rcvolvcr.) 
Thomas Mendy 25 (
eorge Miller ) 9 
.I ames Quinlan 18 Thomas Thilks 25 
James Thatterhouse [7 .\. Flonshery 25 

Iichael Cochrane 34 \lichael Kilfather 27 
James Dillion 28 James Lynch 20 
;rhomas Ellis 31 John Kearney 25 
Robert Bailt'y 4S fohn Dillon 2 ( 
John 0':\1 ah;my 20 kohert R. 
rerrison 2 r 
John Johnston H) Francis 
Iills 18 
William 
Iadigan Il) Patrick Kilbourne H) 
.I ohn Hughes 37 \\ïlliam Slc\'in 3) 
J. K. i\litchan 23 Thoma.. Revnolùs q 
J. H, 
Ja'\wdl H) 
[ichacl Fl.{nin ) 7 
J. 
kEiùham r 7 \lartin 
kConnic 3) 
Jaml's Roll 26 (;corge Welsh 25 
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Francis King 27 James Hogan 23 
Daniel Quinn 47 William Killigan 18 
James Kelly 30 Tames A, Hichman 16 
Frederick Fry 33 \\ïlliam Baker 4 0 
Thomas McDonald 25 Thomas School 25 
John 
furphy 27 Patrick Daivling 41 
John Mayfield 22 John Orr 51 
Owen Kennedy 19 Dennis Lynch 20 
John Coney 23 Michael Hart 25 
Benjamin Berry 15 Thomas Kinkland 16 
The last mentioned seemed to be a harmless youth from the 
neighborhood of Clifton (Niagara Falls), 
Francis King, who came from New Orleans, had served in the 
Confederate army, Canada had been reported to him as a country 
seven miles wide, which could be over-run and captured in a fore- 
noon. 
These, with the men who were seized by other Volunteers, were 
tried at a special Court of Assize, at Toronto, in the winter of 1866-7. 
Those not in possession of firearms when captured were acquitted; 
the others, fewer than a dozen, received sentences of life imprison- 
ment in the Provincial Penitentiary, This sentence was, however, in 
most cases, commuted to a term of two years. Four or five prison- 
ers were detained until 1872. Considering the deplorable loss of 
life and property which the raid entailed upon Canadians, there were 
not a few of the Volunteers and their friends who regarded the treat- 
ment which the Fenians received at the hands of the Government 
as altogether better than they deserved. 
At Black Creek the Field Battery and the Naval Brigade, with 
their prisoners, embarked upon the Robb, This proceeding was 
very necessary, as the Volunteers with their officers numbered only 
eighty-seven men, while they had fifty-eight prisoners in charge. 
The .ommissioned officers who served as CoI. Dennis' associates on 
the march were Captains King and Scholfield: those with Capt. 
Akers were Capt. l\IcCallum, Lieutenant Nimmo of the Battery and 
Lieut. Macdonald of the Brigade. Second Lieutenant W. T. Rob!> 
of the Naval Brigade was also captain of the tug, and he now took 
charge of it. The only way of embarkation on the Robb was by 
means of a small row-boat. The prisoners \'"ere taken first, in small 
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squads of three or four at a time, until finally they and their captors 
were all on hoard. It will be seen that the course pursued by Col. 
Dennis, in landing his men and dividing his command into two 
divisions, was a most dangerous one. The position of the enemy 
was unknown, and at any time they might have intercepted the 
march and captured the Volunteers. 
The RoM at once made its way to Fort Erie, where the troops, 
with the exception of four men who were detailed for guard duty on 
the tug, were again disembarked, and formed into line on the wharf. 
J list then a horseman, Lewis Palmer of Bertie, galloped in from the 
west, and informed the Commander that the Fenian force, about 
eight hundred strong, would arrive in the village within twenty 
minutes, 
A small squad was at once sent to bring the prisoners from the 
lock-up; and these, with the Fenians captured during the day, were 
safely confined below deck. 
The Y olunteers wcre commanded to embark on the tug, but the 
order was afterwards countermanded, Then the whole force was 
again drawn up for the coming conflict. The men of the Battery 
faced the west, while the Brigade faced south. Col. Dennis stood 
at the right of the Battery, with the other officers in the rear, except 
Capt. Akers, R, E., who had procured a horse and buggy and gone 
on a reconnoitering expedition; his return was cut off, but he was 
ahle to reach Port Colborne in safety. 
Soon the Fenians advanced from the south, first waving a white 
flag to give the Yolunteers an opportunity to surrender. The 
cnemy then opened a fusilade upon the Volunteer force. The first 
to feel its effects was Capt. King, whose left ankle was shattered. 
Col. Dennis now observed a large body of the enemy advancing in 
skirmishing ordcr from the west and coming down the slope of the 
hill, and another body mar.hing through a street at the northern end 
of the \.illage. Thus tll{' Yolunteers were well hemmed in. 
Lieut. Rohb, seeing the embarrassing position in which the land 
force was pla.ed, and fearing that the tug might be captured, either 
for the sake of liberating the prisoners, or to make it serve as a 
means of escape for the enemy, now moycd out from shore and 
slowly drifted down thc ri\.er. 
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The whole force of the Fenians opened a galling fire, which their 
opponents could not successfully resist; and accordingly after a few 
volleys were fired, the Battery and Brigade broke and ran. Some of 
the retreating Volunteers, including Captain McCallum, went dGwn 
the river road, and were afterwards taken on board the RoM / while 
others escaped through the country to their homes. Some took 
refuge in the Fort Erie post office, and resumed the fire upon the 
enemy: but after their ammunition failed they were obliged to sur- 
render, for the Fenians smashed the windows with the butt end of 
their rifles. 
In this encounter the enemy were known to leave a number of 
killed and wounded on the field. The Y 0lunteer5 lost no lives, but 
a few were wounded. The list of the latter included: Capt. King, 
ankle shattered; Gunner John Bradley, thigh shattered; Cunner 
Fergus Scholfield, left leg shattered; Gunner John Harvestor, severe 
flesh wound in leg; Gunner Robert Jordan Thomas, slight flesh 
wound in hip on retreat. The last mentioned escaped with Col. 
Dennis, and reached Col. Peacocke's camp during the night. All of 
these were of the 'Velland Battery. There were no casualties in the 
ranks of the Brigade. 
After the surrender the prisoners were divided into small squads, 
and under heavily-armed escorts were marched up the principal 
street and halted near the American Consul's residence, Here the 
green flag of Ireland was unfurled, and the victors cheered at their 
success; while a loud response followed from the opposite side of the 
river, where thousands of Fenians and their sympathizers had 
assembled and witnessed the fight. The prisoners were then taken 
to the ruins of old Fort Erie, where they were given quarters on the 
grass. The captured Volunteer officers, l.ieutenants Scholfield and 
Nimmo of the Welland Battery and Angus Macdonald of the 
Brigade, were quarter{-'ù at the residence of Dr. Kempson, the reeve 
of the village. 
The following is a list of the officers and gunners of the Battery 
who were made prisoners: Sergeant-J\lajor Richard Boyle; Ser- 
geants Gideon Grisdale and James H, Boyle; Corporals Stephen 
Beatty anù Vilroy 
lcKee; Farrier Isaac Pew; (;unners Robert 
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Offspring, \rilliam Broom, John Waters, Patrick Roach, Samuel 
Cook, Thomas Boyle, Joseph Reaveley, Jonathan \Yard Hagar, 
\\ïlliam Clark, Robert Armstrong, Jacob Garner, Edward Arm- 
strong, James Coleman, Charles Campbell, Isaac Dickerson, Serril 
Radcliffe and 
faurice \Vea,-er, 
The tug Robb again steamed up the river; and at Fort Erie it 
was fired upon, but no damage was done other than breaking a pane 
of glass in the window of the pilot house, the man at the wheel 
having a very narrow escape, As only Fenians were visible in the 
village, those on board the tug came to the conclusion that their 
comrades had all heen killed in an unequal hattle; and this was the 
report that they first brought to Port Colborne. 
By lJermission of Col. John O'Neil, commander of the Fenian 
force, Capt. K-ing was allowed to be taken to Buffalo, to have his left 
leg amputated, The wounded gunners, Bradley and Scholfield, had 
the amputations performed by surgeons on the following morning, 
Ahout half-past one o'clock on Sunday morning, June 3rd, the 
Canadian prisoners were formed in line near a board fence, a short 
distance apart; and were afterwards marched to the wharf. They 
supposed that the Fenians at first intended to shoot them, and that 
their escape from such a fate was due to the enemy's fearing that their 
own captured comrades might be more numerous. .\t the wharf 
there were a steam tug and a large scow in waiting. The Y olunteers 
did not yet know of the Canadian victory at Ridgeway; but Col. 
()':\eil now informed them that they were at liberty, and he 
expressed a hope that the Fenian prisoners would be treated as 
humanely as these men had been. His force then embarked upon 
the hoat
 : and not many minutes afterwards the booming of cannon 
was heard from the Cnited States "ar steamer .IJlie/Liglln, "hid1 then 
came up the river. and in the name of the Cnited States seized the 
tug and 
cow, with the Fenians on board, for breaking the neutrality 
laws, The .tlie/ligan anchored in the middle of the river to a\\ ait 
specific orders from Washington regarding the disposal of its pri/es. 
Some of the released \ ulunteers went home, while others 
remained in the village to await further developments. At about six 
o'clock in the morning ('oJ. (;. T. I )eni
on's cavalry company, of the 
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Governor General's Body Guard, arrived at Fort Erie, and took up 
their quarters at the City Hotel. These were followed by Colonel 
Lowry, commanding Her Majesty's 47th Regiment of foot, with a 
Battery of Artillery and some Canadian Volunteers. Later on, Col. 
George Peacocke and his troops reached the village, and in the after- 
noon the force was increased by the arrival of the Queen's Own and 
the Thorold men from Port Colborne. The troops went under 
canvas on the rising ground in the rear of the village. 
By noon intercourse between the United States and Canada was 
resumed, and hundreds of sight-seers and news-gatherers crossed 
over from Buffalo, while civilians came from various parts of Ontario. 
In the afternoon the tug RoM came down from Port Colborne, 
and took on board the wounded \' olunteers, and those of the Baltery 
and Brigade who had remained at Fort Erie. The _'ounded were 
taken to the British North American hotel at Port Colborne, which 
had been temporarily com"erted into a hospital. 
By this time the field-pieces had been sent down from Hamilton. 
The Field Battery, thus properly equipped, began a five week's term 
of active military service. On the 6th of July they were marched to 
Port Robinson, their headquarters, and dismissed from duty. 
The corporation of tLe village of Fort Erie presented Captain 
King with a valuable sword, and the Battery with a siìver-plated 
trumpet. At a special session of the \Velland County Council, 
Edward Lee being then warden, one hundred acres of land in the 
Great Cranberry Marsh were granted to each of the wounded 
Volunteers. Captains King and McCallum each received a valuable 
sword; while to each of the other officers, and to the men, of the 
Field Battery and the Na\'al Brigade a medal was given. When the 
council learned that they had violated the \filitary Rule, they 
appealed to the Imperial War] )epartment to recognize their act. 
Permission was granted, and each of the \' olunteers was allowed to 
wear the medal upon his right breast when he was in uniform. The 
presentation was formally made at Port Robinson, when most of the 
residents of Thorold Township assembled to do honor to the Field 
Battery, 
In 1870 the Battery was again called out for service, when the 
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Fenians threatened a second invasion of Canada. The men felt so 
indignant for the leniency extended to the Fenian prisoners in 1866 
that they resoh-ed to show no quarter. 
fhe headquarters of the Battery have since been removed to St. 
Catha rines, and the Commander is now Lieut.-Co1. Frank King, l\1. 
n., son of the late Captain R. S. King, 
l. I). 
A less exciting but quite as honorable e:\pcricnce during the raid 
was that of No. 2 Company of Thorold, For some months before 
the Fenian invasion the men had been drilled by instructors from 
the regular 
nmr, and they were therefore fully prepared for the 
attack, On the first of June, 1866, the company, under thc 
command of Captain James, was ordcred to proceed to Port 
Colhorne, in order to serve as protection for the town and to guard 
the locks of thc WeIland Canal. Then, when it was learned that 
the Fenian..... had reached Ridgeway, the men were ordered to that 
place, As no cars were available, they had to be conveyed thither 
on an engine and tender on the Grand Tnmk Railway, Arriving 
too late to take part in the fight, they had ne\"ertheless the honor of 
forming the rear guard to the (2ueen's Own Rifles on their way hack 
to Port Colhorne, that regiment having run short of ammunition, 
On the following day, the troops marchcd to Fort Erie, No. 2 
Company forming a line of skirmishers on the left of the column. 
This march was particularly fatiguing, for in passing through the 
swamps the men were in many places obliged to wade waist deep in 
water. The company remaincd at Fort Erie until the camp broke 
up, attending to the daily military duties under J ord Wolseley. 
Thc camp was afterwards formed again at Thorold for about sj
 
weeks, at the expiration of which time the \"olunteer.:; were allowed 
to return to their homes. 
. \rchihald Dohhie and Bartholomew 
racd()nald of Thorold wcnt 
up to view the hattlefield at the Limc:-.tone RidhP on the day follow- 
i ng; the fight. Some of our own men took tl1t;
m for Fenian scouts, 
.and 
lr. _\lacdonald was shot and killed. :'\ot understanding 
military rules, lw disobeyed whcn called upon to halt. 
In 18ó7 K o. 2 Company WtlS again called out, and ordered to 
Clifton for the' protection of that town from a threatencd in\"a
jon uf 
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Fenians, who were e},.pected to come over by way of Suspension 
Bridge, 
In 1878 another Fenian Raid was threatened, and the Battery 
and No, 2 Company were again prepared for active service, 
At the time of the dynamite outrages perpetrated in London, Eng- 
land, by the Fenians, a rumor was circulated that the "'elIand Canal 
was to be destroyed. Cuards were placed at various points, ançl the 
railway tunnel under the canal at Thorold was well watched. How- 
ever, no Fenians came, but the guards once mistook an innocent 
firecracker, dropped hy a mischievous youth from the bank over- 
head, for the dynamite fuse that was to destroy the great (;overn- 
ment work. 
Partly in commemoration of 1897 as Jubilee Year, and partly in 
recognition of the services rendered by the Y olunteers in 1866, 
medals are now being given to those who went to the front at the 
time of the Fenian Raids, 
Among those who are or have been residents of the township 
of Thorold, and who, altho\lgh participating in the events of that 
period, were not members either of the Battery or of No. 2 Com- 
pany, may be mentioned: Rev, P. L. Spencer, rector of St. John's 
church, Thorold; Mr. D. B, Crombie, manager of the Quebec Bank, 
Thorold; and Rev. C. R, Lee, rector of St. Andre\','s church, 
Grimsby. 
The first of these was, at the time of thc 1866 invasion, 
a teacher in the village of l\1i II brook. When the call to arms 
resounded through the Province, he joined the ::\lillbrook Com- 
pany, which formed a part of the Durham and Northumberland 
Provisional Battalion; and, though qualified by the possession of a 
certificate from the Toronto military school to take the position of 
an officer, he served as a private in the company, remaining with it 
until the troubles of the times were over. The regiment, after 
holding itself in readiness for some days tu assist, if necessary, at 
Ridgeway, was sent to Kingston, where it performed the duty of 
guarding the frontier from 3 threatened attack by the Fenians at 
that point, remaining in the city for the space of three weeks, The 
men were billeted upon the citiæns, their active service comprisin
 
field manceuvres and patrol and guard duties. 
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lr. Crombie was a member of the Cpper Canada College Cadet 
Contpany, then attached to the Queen's Own Rifles: but this 
company, heing composed of boys, was not allowed to go out on 
active service. Several of the older boys, howe\.er, joined No.8, or 
Trinity College, Company, which at the time was not up to its full 
complement, Mr, Crombie, along with his company, was present at 
Ridgeway, and participated in the engagement, His recollection of 
the circumstances which brought about the withdrawal of the 
Queen's Own and the 13th from the field, leads him to think that it 
was entirely due to the ill-judged order of the superior officers to 
prepare for cavalry, Up to this point of time the Trinity College 
Company, with others of the regiment, had been moving as 
skirmishers, and steadily advancing against the Fenians. "Then the 
unfortunate order was given, the companies formed rallying squares, 
and then bter doubled in upon the main body. Here the whole 
regiment received the full fire of the enemy, Then the order was 
given to retire, followed immediately by the command to halt and 
front. This was so frequently repeated that the men became 
hewildered, and the regiment fell into disorder. The volunteers, 
though retreating, still held together in squads, and from time to 
time faced the Fenians and fired from the fence corners. The 
enemy did not follow for any great distance; and the Canadians 
were of the opinion that the Fenians imagined that, after the good 
stand the volunteers had made, the retreat was simply a ruse to lead 
them into am bush. 
Rev. C. }{, Lee was also a member of Trinity College Company. 
He held the rank of st:rgeant; and the opinion entertained by the 
men was that he was a thoroughly efficient non-commissioned 
officer. 
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Crain, fruit, yegetables, stock and dairy produce. First fair in the 
iagara Dis- 
trict. Beet syrup and silk among the exhibits. Thorold Township AgriClIl- 
tural Society formed. Sih-er medal a\.\.arded to the model farm. Cattle 
show at Beayerdams in 1848. Prize list. 


The Niagara District is far-famed for its excellent farms. In the 
opening chapter the character of the soil has already been described, 
and it ".:ill be easily understood that the moderate climate of the 
peninsula still further increases the value of the land, Grain was 
once the chief product of this township. but it has not been so great 
a source of wealth since .:\lanitoba has entered into the competition; 
and hence our farmers have found it more profitable to turn a con- 
siderable portion of their land into orchards, Some idea of the 
large crops of fruit raised here may be gathered from the market 
prices of 1896, The harvests in that year were so bountiful that 
grapes brought only one cent a pound, while the best apples sold for 
fifty cents a barrel. Of all fruits, peaches bring the best returns, for, 
however great the supply, the prices ,.ar)' but little. 
Of vegetables, nearly all varieties are raised here, hut tomatoes 
form the largest proportion of those that are exported. Even the 
lower orders of vegetation are not neglected, for the example of 
England and France, in utili,Úng abandoned mines as mushroom 
beds, h"as been followed here, an excavation in the "mountain" 
being made to serve the same purpose at Thorold. 
Although stock raising is not very common, yet there are a few 
farms \\ ithin the township that ship se\'cral thousands of dollars' 
worth of hor
es and cattle to England and the United States each 
year. 
Naturally, dairy produre is not so abundant here as in the less 
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fertile districts, but the f]uality of the hutter and cheese made IS 
extremely good. 
.\gricultural shows have been held since 1846. In October of 
that year the first fair of the 
iagara District took place at Beaver- 
dams, at the farm and hotel owned by .:\IT. Ephraim Hopkins. The 
harn was used as a hall in which fruit, vegetables, cheese and butter, 
and grain of all kinds were shown. The exhibits included a skein 
of silk in its natural state, made by the silk worms on the farm of 
Captain Radcliffe of Centreville. Capt. Radcliffe was a retired 
officer of the Royal Navy, who took a prominent part in the munici- 
pal, educational and agricultural life of the township, At this fair, 
his farm contributed also a quart of syrup made from the sugar beet. 
In a field adjoining the hotel were exhibited the horses, sheep and 
('attle. Farmers and ,-illagers from all parts of the surrounding 
<..:ountr\' were present, but the gathering did not include women, as it 
was not the custom for them to attend fairs in those days. .\bout 
one hundred persons sat down at dinner on this occasion, and 
speeches were afterwards made congratulating the managers upon 
the success of the exhibition. At about four o'clock in the after- 
noon the meeting was brought to a dose, everyone having been well 
pleased with the eX)Jeriment. 
The Niagara I )istrict Fairs were held annually for five years, and 
since the expiration of that time their place has becn supplied by the 
township and county agricultural shows, and by the prm-incial exhi- 
hition. The last of the ùistrict fairs took place in 185 I, in a field 
adjoinin{.!; the site of the City Hotel in Thorold. 
On the 17th of .\pril, 1847, therc was formeù the Thorold 
TO\\"Il<;hi)J Agricultural Society, with the following as officers: 
President, I )ulJcan McFarland: Vice-Presidents, the Rev. T. B. 
Fu:Jer and John \\ïlliams; Treasurer, \\ïlliam \\'right: Secretary, 
Robert Ilohson. 
The annual memhership fee was fi,'c shillings, Halifa"\ currency. 
One of the articles of the constitution stated that the sl)('iety 
"hould hold a meeting each autumn for the e:xhihition of "domestic 
animals, agricultural implements, horticu1tural and mechanical pro- 
thwtions, and sllch other articles as the Hoard may deem \\ orthy of 
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encouraging, at which meeting" premiums shall be awarded from the 
society funds." 
A silver medal was awarded to the owner of the best farm in the 
township, The committee took into consideration the following 
points: the state of the crops, the drainage, the stock of all kinds, 
the fences, the barns and sheds, the farm utensils, the fruit trees, the 
state of the soil, and the amount of help that each farmer received 
from the members of his own family, Those entering their farms 
for competition were Alexander Page, Robert Hobson and Robert 

1. \\ïlkerson, After inspecting these, the commiitee sent in the 
following report: 
'Ve, the undersigned, appointed hy the Thorold Township 
Agricultural Society, a committee to inspect the several farms 
entered with the Secretarv, for the silver medal offered for [84 8 , 
after a careful and imparti;l examination of the three farms entered 
for inspection, do hereby declare it to he our unanimous opinion 
that, whilst the other two farms entered are in many respects very 
excellent and in some respects superior to the one to which we 
awarded the medal, yet, taken as a whole, that of Robert :\1. Wilker- 
son is the best. 


JOHN \\TII.LIA:\IS, 
;1'. B. FULLER, 
Thorold, June 20th, 1848. \\'ELLIN(;TON SMITH. 
The first Cattle Show of which we have any account, he!d under 
the auspices of the Society, took place at Beaverdams on the loth of 
October, [848, when the following prizes were awarded: 
\\ïlliam Ash, stallion, best 
John Thomas, stallion, 2nd hest - 
Andrew Upper, team of horses, best 
John Gainer, team of horses, 2nd hest 
William Moore, team of horses, 3rd best - 
William Hanney, carriage horses, best 
John Shriner, carriage horses, 2nd best 
(;eorge Vanderburgh, carriage horses, 3 rd best 
I )ullcan .McFarland, single horses, best 
The Rev. T. B. Fuller, single horses, 2nd best 
John Rannie, single horses, 3rd hest 
Thomas \raters, three-year-old colt, best 
David Campbell, three-year-old colt, 2nd best - 
\Villiam Ash, three-year-old colt, 3rù best 
Robert 1\1. \\Tilkerson, two-year-olù colt, best 
Jacob Bouke, two-year-old colt, 2nd best 
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Anthony Upper, two-year-old colt, 3rd best 
J ohathan Doan, one-year-old colt, best 
Andrew Orr, one-year-old colt, 2nd best 
Samuel Johnston, one-year-old colt, 3rd best 
David Campbell, mare and colt, best 
Dr, Campbell, mare and colt, 2nd best 
Duncan McFarland, mare and colt, 3rd hest 
I )uncan :\fcFarland, bull oyer 2 Years, best _ 
Samuel Johnston, bull O\'er 2 yeárs, 2nd best 
John \\ïlliams, bull over 2 years, 3rd best 
Obadiah Hopkins, bull from I to 2 years, best 
J ames Smith, bull from I to 2 years, 2nd best 
Duncan :\IcFarland, milch cow, best 
James Yanalstine, milch cow, 2nd best 
Thomas :\IcCormack, miich cow, 3rd best 
Duncan :\IcFarland, two-rear-old heifer, best 
Duncan :\fcFarland, two-rear-old heifer, 2nd best 
John \\'illiams, two-year-old heifer, 3rd best 
Aaron Cpper, one-year-old heifer, hest 
Andrew Upper, one-year old heifer, 2nd best 
Robert M, \Vilkerson, steer, according to age, best 
Peter Cpper, steer, accordmg to age, 2nri best 
.\nclrew Upper, steer, according to age, 3rd best 
"ïlliam Yanderburgh, calf, according to age, best 
rhomas McCormack, calf, according to age, 2nd best 
John :\1cCop)Jin, calf, according to age, 3rd best 
. \ndrew C p)Jer, working oxen, best 

\ndrew Cpper, working oxen, 2nd best 
William ..\sh, ram, fine wool, best 
\\ïlliam .\sh, ram, fine wool, .md hest 
\Vellington Smith, ram, coarse wool, hest 
\\'illiam Ash, ram, coar'\e wool, 2nd hest 
Re\. T. H. Fuller, three ewes, best 
\\'ellington Smith, thret" ewes, 2nd best 
Wellington Smith. three lambs, best 
Juhn Shriner, three lambs, 2nd best 
Rev, T. B. Fuller, three boars, best 
William 
\Ioore, three boars, 2nd best 
""ellington Smith, three hoars, 3rd best 
William "-right, breeding sow and pigs. best 
Ephraim Hopkins, two pigs under one Yt:.u old, best 
Jonathan J )oan, two hushels of wheat, best 
Robert \1. Wilkerson, 10 Ihs. of hutter, hest 
. \Iexander Page, 10 11,5. of hutter, 2nd best 
William \' anderhurgh. 10 Ihs. of hutter, 3nl he'it 

\Ie"\ander l'age, half-hushel of potatoes, hest 
\\"ellington Smith, half-bushd of turnips, hest 
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AleJ\.ander Page, half-bushel of onions, best 
John Williams, half-bushel of timothy seed, hest 
John.Morley, plough, best 
\Vellington Smith, plough, 2nd best 
\Vellington Smith, harrow, best 
\Vellington Smith, turning drill, best 
Duncan l\IcFarland, scarifier, best 
Alexander Page, 10 lbs, of cheese, best 
Peter Upper, 10 yards of flannel, best 
'Vellington Smith, fulled cloth, best 
Andrew Upper, carpeting, best 
Andrew Upper, coverlets, best 
Alexander Page, six kinds of apples, best 
John Williams, cabbage, best 
John \\ïlliams, flax seed, best 
Alexander Page, corn, best 
James Hilton, corn brooms, best 
'Vellington Smith, cultivator, best 
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The prize list of the last township fair (1897) shows a wonderful 
increase in the number of entries.*" 


* See Appendix for 1897 prize list. 
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THE ""FLl.AND C A
ALS 


Their importance, The lIon, \Ym. Hamilton \Ierritt. Canal Company formed, 
First sod turned_ 
Ir. 
Ierritt's speech. Attempt to build an underground 
canal. Failure of the scheme. Plan to feed the canal from the Chippawa 
Creek. Impossibility oYoing to quicksands. Third plan successful. Canal 
fed from the (
rand River. Xa,"igation opened in 1829. \Videning of the 
wooden locks. Government buys the stock. Second enlargement of the 
old canal. Stone locks built. The new canal begun in 1870. Dimensions_ 
Completion. Cost. Canal tolls. Important vessels. Xavigation Season. 
Sabbath ohsen-ance. Tolls and freight in 1895. Cataract Power Canal be
un 
in 1897. 


\\ïthout doubt the greatest work of importance ever undertaken 
In the township is the Weiland Canal. Apart from its value as a 
piece of engineering, it has a definite local interest, in that it has given 
to an inland district all the advantages of a lake port. By its con- 
struction, Thorold, Allanburgh and Port Robinson were all brought 
into existence, and to it all their business enterprises are due; for not 
only does it offer an easy means of transportation, but its great water 
powers have attracted or developed many important industries. 
And thus, in the midst of one of the finest fruit districts in the 
world, we have the uncommon feature of several manufacturing 
towns and villages. 
For a long time it had becn thought possible to create a water- 
way throu
h the Niagara Peninsula, and thus to overcome the great 
obstacle to continuous travel presented by the r\iagara FaIle;; but it 
was the Hon. William Hamilton .:\lerritt of St. Cotharines who 
brought forward a definite plan that resulted in the actual construc- 
tion of the \\"elland Canal. 
Ir, 
Icrritt owned a mill on thc 
Twelve 
I ile Creek at St. Catharines, hut in dry scasons there was 
not enough water to turn the wheel, so he conceivcd of a scheme by 
which the stream might be fed through an artificial channel from the 
\\'elland or Chippawa River. In 1818, he and <;omc friends went 
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over the proposed route, and afterwards Mr. 
[erritt submitted his 
plans to the Government, The Legislature became interested in 
the project, and voted .L 2,000 to have the land more correctly sur- 
veyed. They decided, however, that the course suggested by !\Ir. 
Merritt was too near the frontier, and all this money was spent, 
therefore, upon surveying a less practicable route from the Grand 
River to Burlington Bay, a distance of fifty miles. 
I n 1823 }\[r, Merritt, influenced by the success of the Erie 
Canal in New York state, made another attempt to put his plan in 
operation, .\ number of persons furnished funds to have the old 
route surveyed by a competent engineer, naIned Hiram Tibbetts. 
The \\T elland Canal Company was then organized, with a stock of 
.L4 0 ,000, shares being .L 12, IOS. each. l\lr. George Keefer was 
elected President, The chief shareholders were: George Keefer, 
Thomas Merritt, George Adams, \"illiam Chisholm, Joseph Smith, 
Paul Shipman, John DeCou and William Hamilton Merritt. The 
Company was incorporated by an act passed in January, 182..)., On 
the last day of November of the same year, the first sod was turned 
near the present village of Allanhurgh, 
\bout two hundred persons 
were present at this formal opening of the work. l\lr. Merritt's 
speech on this occasion well explains the benefits that would result 
from the construction of the canal. We give hie; speech in full : 
Having been appointed an agent by the President and I )ircctors 
of the Welland Canal Company, to manage the affairs for the time 
being, they have honored me with an opportunity of addressing you 
at this time, and I assure you that nothing could afford me greater 
satisfaction, were I not conscious, from want of ability and from not 
being in the habit of public speaking, that I shall fall far short of 
doing common justice to the occasion, We are assembled here this 
day for the purpose of removing the first earth from a canal which 
will, by the shortest distance, connect the greatest extent of inland 
waters in the whole world: and it gives me peculiar pleasure to find 
that the line of this canal has been located in this neighborhood, the 
inhabitants of which have turned out on all occasions with a zeal 
and alacrity worthy of the undertaking. Their homes have been 
open at all times, and to their personal exertions we are greatly in, 
debted for its speedy comlTlencement. You are now, gentlemen, 
about to receive the just and well-merited rewards for your time and 
hospitality. The first attempt that was made to level this route was 
in 1818. .\ meeting was held at the Beaverdams, a plan drawn out, 
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and a pehtlOn sent to the Legislature, requesting that they would 
send an engineer to explore the route. Its advantages were not at 
that time fuBy comprehended, and our request was not attended to. 
In 1818 the Legislature appropriated a sum of money to explore 
the country between Lakes Erie and Ontario. Commissioners were 
appointcd, to whom we applied, st:'lting the natural advantages of 
the route, and requesting that it should he explored. They con- 
-;idered it too near the frontier, and we were again disappointed. 
Ha,'ing failed in our applications, we were sensible that if we did 
not nwke usc of great personal exertion we could never bring the 
subject properly beforc the public. We were fully aware of the sup- 
posed magnitude of the undertaking; we were sensible that the 
personal interest of the capital and talent of the district was against 
us, and that we had no co-operation to expect from them, which the 
result fully proved. Every attempt has been made to get this 
project taken up by able hands, but not one individual of extensive 
capital in the province, or in any high official station, has given it 
the least assistance, except the Hon. John H, I )unn. He came 
forward at an early d:J.Y, and has gi,-en us his steady and warmest 
support. At the samc time we were conscious that if disinterested 
capitalists were aware of the natural facilities of the route, the simple 
fact of uniting so great an extent of waters at so trifling an e",vense 
would he a suffiient inducement for them to embark in it, \Ve 
therefore determined to depend on others no longer, but to apply 
our own shouldcrs to the wheel, and set about it in good earnest. 

\ subscription paper was made out at the April session, 1823, a 

mall sum of moncy raised, an engineer employed and a report of 
the same laid before the public on the loth of !\[ay. An act of 
incorpuration was obtained at the next 
itting of the Lcgislature in 
Fcbruary, 1824. Suhscriptions were tnade at <.)uehec and this 
place, in 
lay following, to the alnount of nearly $50,000. It was 
our intcntion at that time to follow it up immrdiatcly, and to com- 
mence the work at this point in June last, However, as some 
gentlemen in this ò.i
tríct, who were wholly misinformed respecting 
the situation of the route, thought it proper to write stating the wholc 
scheme to he entirely visionary, and that it would most probably 
result in a total loss to the subscribers, we wcre under the 
necessity of suspending operations until surveys and reports 
were obtained hy different engincers, which have already becn 
puMishcd, and which have gi, en perfect satisfaction. '\"e thcn 
sent to 
 ew York and ohtained the aid required to cover 
the first estimates, and ha\'e now put this p..lTt of the linc 
under contract, as was the original design, "'e have had difficulties 
and prejudices to contend" ith, but not so many as we apprehended; 

1I1d taking everything into consideration, wc have commenced as 

oon as could be reasonahly e\pectcd, .\ report having been circu- 
lated that the stuckholJers in <Juchec rL'fu
e to pav the amount of 
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their subscriptions, we beg leave to read an extract of a paper 
received from the Committee in Quebec, through our agents, _\lessrs, 
Irvine, McN ought & Co., addressed to the President, George 
Keefer, Esq.: 
" SIR-At a general meeting of the stockholders in the District 
of Quebec, held on Monday last, the reports, letter and documents 
receivcd from you and 1\fr, Merritt were submitted, and the whole 
gave great satisfaction. The general meeting, ha\-"ing every confi- 
dcnce in the judgment, discretion and prudent management of the 
Directors in conducting the general concerns of the 'Yelland Canal 
Company, as well as in the economical expenditure of the funds cl)n- 
fìded to their discretion, have withdrawn the restrictions heretofore 
thought necessary. The directors need not entertain any doubt of 
the due payment by the stockholders. They mention this, not only 
with a view to satisfying the puhlic, but more especially the contract- 
ors, as we wish them to retain every confidence in the Directors, and 
to rest assured of the punctual fulfilment of our engagements in 
Quebec of the instalments when called for, their doubts in tLe 
expediency and advantage of the undertaking heing quite removed: 
and as already stated, in the integrity of your management they rest 
with implicil reliance," 
There still remains about $30,000 to be subscribed to fill up the 
amount of our capital. It was the wish of the 1>irect0rs to hav
 
$100,000 taken up in the provinces, and $50,000 elsewhere, that we 
might have a greater interest in a work that so materially concerns 
us. 'Ye hope and trust that every farmer and inhabitant within the 
influence of this canal will make himself interested in the undertak- 
ing, by subscribing for more or less shart's. It will be a peculiar 
satisfaction to )'ou, one and all, to go to your own mills and rnachin- 
ery,-e\'erything you take to them will be putting money in your own 
pockets, \Ve wish this stock to become general, and you may be 
sure if you let this opportunity pass, )'ou will have reason to regret 
it, There is not the least doubt but it will be the most profitahle 
description of stock. This is the opinion of almost every intelligent 
man who has given himself the trouble thoroughly to examine the 
subject. ], B. Yates, Esq., has taken stork to the value of $30,000, 
and Mr. Alfred Hovey, $10,000. These gentlemen have no 1l1terest 
in the country whatever; but have taken it for no other object than 
the returns they are hereafter to receive. Gentlemen, this canal, 
from its peculiar and most favorable situation, will be the mearrs of 
creating within itself, or by its own construction, a weater amount of 
transportation than will pay the interest of the capital e)"pended, 
over and abo\"e the transit it will draw from Lake Erie and the 
profits of its hydraulic situation. It is well known to you that the 
banks of the River WeIland and the Grand River abound with an 
inexhaustible supply of pine timber, now useless, which will be 
floated down to our establishments, converted into lumhcr, and 
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transported to the entrance of the American canal at Tonawanda, 
where it must ever find a constant and ready demand, as their bor- 
ders are destitute of that article. There are likewise important quar- 
ries of the purest white gypsum, or plasters, on the borders of the 
Grand River, which will soon become a profitable article of com- 
merce. Sta\'es can be com"eyed thence to Lake Ontario for $2.00 
or $3.00 a thousand. 
\II the produce from the most remote town- 
ships of that ri\'er and west of it, which now goes to Burlington, will 
come through this canal. The transit of these articles, and many 
more too numerous to mention, will he created by its construction; 
besides thousands of barrels of flour, which will he drawn from the 
surrounding country to its mills. By entering the mouth of the 
Grand River one month earlier every spring, we shall draw all the 
early transit from the 
\merican shore, even should they join their 
own canal again at Tonawanda, rhis is an advantage of the great- 
est importance, and une that this will evcr retain, as nature has 
placed such a barrier to the entr,mce at Buffalo, by the ice, that 
with all their enterprise and ingenuity they will never be ahle to 
overcome it. In case it should hereafter be found expedient, by the 
construction of one lock with a four-foot lift at Fort Erie or Waterloo, 
and making a tow-path on the Niagara or Chippawa Rivers, which can 
be accomplished at a small e
pense, vessels can he towed of any 
hurthen from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. This peninsula is wholly 
destitute of a situation fur rivers that can even be considered mer- 
cantile, the Falls of Kiagara excepted. This canal, having the Nï- 
agara for its feeder, at the commencement will afford the hest and 
must numerous situations for machinery within the same distance in 
America; wet or dry, warm or cold, we always have the !-lame abun- 
dant and steady supply of water, which will he alternately made use 
of without any detriment to transportatioil, until its termination in 
Lake Ontario, The \"ery idea of those contemplated improvements 
has a tcndency to c\.hilarate our spirits. Instead of remaining in 
this dull, supine state, in which we have heen for years past, we 
shall mingle in the bustle and active scenes of business; our com- 
modities will be cnh,1I1ced in value, and a gcneral tide of prospcrity 
will be witnessed on the whole line and !-Iurrounding country, In 
short, ger.tlemen, we are situ3ted in a country fa\'orcd with every 
advantage, in soil, climate and situation; its re!-lotIrCCS remain only 
to be known to draw mcn of capital amongst us; and wc trust, now 
that improvcments have commenced, it will increa!ooe, and that we 
may witness the '\ame spirit of enterprise here that our ncighbors, 
the Americans. possess in so eminent a degree. '\"c h.nc now 

tateJ the local ad".1Ilta6es of (his canal, and the reasona hie e
pccta- 
(ion we ha\"t.' that it will hccome a profitahle speculation to the 
!->hareholders. You mar think we arc ha/arding a hold asscrtion; 
hut I '"erih' helieve it" to he as great a n:1tional objcct to the Pro- 
,'iucc as th
 Erie Canal is tll the State or Xcw York. The,. h
ln' 
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appropriated $8,000,000 for the purpose of connecting Lake Eric 
with the Hudson River or the ocean; we shall expect the same ob- 
ject for one-fiftieth part of the money, and shall reap equal if not 
superior advantages by the \Velland. This canal is the commence- 
ment of a similar undertaking; it is the most important link in that 
chain of communication which we hope to see effected within three 
years. We remove the only natural barrier of importance-the Falls 
of Niagara, The rapids between Prescott and Lachine command 
the next consideration, If the subject is properly before the Legis- 
lature of the two provinces this winter, it can be commenced the 
year following, There is nothing novel, new or intricate in the 
undertaking, or the method to be pursued. Let us only follow the 
plan adopted by that celebrated and enlightened statesman, De 
Witt Clinton, and it will succeed without taxing the country one 
farthing. If they can make a canal 300 miles without taxation, I 
trust we can do the same for 50 miles by following similar means. 
When we contemplate the natural advantages we possess over the 
Americans in our water communication, it is astonishing to think of 
the apathy and indifference that have hitherto prevailed among us 
on this subject, If we enquire the cause, nine-tenths of us would 
blame the Government. There never was a more erroneous idea. 
\Ve are ever inclined to move the burden from our own shoulders t 
and can only blame ourselves. N or ought we to suppose that our 
gov6rnors are as immediately interested in any part or portion of the 
country as the inhabitants who are living on the spot. If you were 
asked in what branch of the Legislature should those measures ema- 
nate, you would readily answer, the branch composed of the Com- 
mons; they are sent from amongst LIS; their interest is ours, and if 
we do not find exertion among them, where are we to look for it?' 
Show me a measure that has passed that 1:xxiy for the improvement 
of the countrYt and you win find it has received the concurrence and 
sanction of the other branches. It is a rare occurrence that mea- 
sures of great national improvement originate from the administra- 
tion of the Government. It was not the Governor of New York 
who first recommended the Erie Canal; it was brought forward by 
the people t who were the most interested. The system or plan was. 
matured by Mr. Clinton at an early day, and the act finally passed 
in 1817, during the administration of Governor Tompkins. I men- 
tion this circumstance more pa.rticularly, as a most unfounded idea 
is entertained, not only among ourseh-es? but in the United States, 
that the cause of our negligence and inattention to the improvement 
of the country originates. in the government of the colony, and has a 
tendency to pre\"ent people of capital from making it their residence. 
'Ye shall soon begin to realize the benefit arising from the Ameri.can 
canal; this will create a competition between the rival. markets- 
New York and Montreal or Quebec-and he a general benefit to 
the whole COUll try above us. All the produce from the American 
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side will be carried down the St. Lawrence, for we shall have nearly 
the same advantages in transit as heretofore, It will be the means 
of more closely uniting the interests of the two Provinces, and 
increasing their character and reputation abroad, The I >irectors 
have reason to believe that they ha\"e been fortunate in obtaining 
contractors every way qualified for the undertaking; and it is to be 
hoped in your future choice that you will select men of integrity and 
perseverance, who will carryon the work as rapidly as under existing 
circumstances it has commenced, that they may command the per- 
fect confidence of the contractors, and be so fortunate as to obtain 
contractors who will he entitled to the confidence of their men. 
In that case, all the branches will harmonize, and there will he no 
difficulty in completing the all-important undertaking. That it may 
have a speedy and successful termination, is the most ardent wish of 
the Weiland Canal Con""\pany.* 
A spade was then given to l\Ir. Keefer, who turned the first sod, 
saying: ., Gentlemen, it is with pleasure that I remove the first 
earth from the "Telland Canal, and I ardently hope that the work 
may continue uninterrupted until the whole is completed." 
..\Iready, contractors had been engaged foc the work; and 
hundreds of immigrants, chiefly from Ireland, now came to find 
employment as laborers, The diggers received only si>.ty-three 
<.:ents a day, It is interesting to note that the original projectors of 
the scheme did not in their wildest hopes look forward to so 
stupendous an achievement as the new canaL The fir
t id
1. was 
to connect the two lakes hy means of a boat canal through the 
valley of the Twelve 
Iile Creek. to the foot of the mountain ridge, 
while the incline was to be ascended by means of a railway ending at 
Beaverùams: from this point a second canal was to be tunneled 
through the hill that has since been excavated, and is now known as 
the I )eep Cut. t Boats were to enter the tunnel from the ('hippawa, a 
littlc east of the present village of Purt Robinson, Two shafts were 
sunk; and while the \\ ork went on, two flat boat,> to he lIsed on this 
strange route were built, They were knO\\ n by number, being I 
and 2 of the Eric and Onlario Xavigalion Company, Howevcr, 
\\ hile the workmen wcre digging down to the level of the tunnel, 
thC) came upon a spring of water Sù great in volume. that it SWl"pt 


* .. Biography of the lion. \\. II. \lerritt, \1. J'. 
I \Jr. \Jerrit.... " ){lO\'il'\\ of Ihc \\"dland CII1.1I.'. 
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off one of their number, Leaving their tools at the bottom, the 
others escaped as quickly as possible, and ran to the little settle- 
ment, reporting that a stream of water as large as a barrel had burst 
out upon them. At any rate, the stream or spring was important 
enough to make the company abandon all thoughts of being able to 
construct an underground canal. The hole still remain<; beside the 
Grand Trunk Railway track, about seven-eighths of a mile north of 
the Port Robinson station, while a gully near the Presbyterian 
church in the same village is another witness to the excavations 
made for this route. 
The second plan was also to bring the water from the Chippawa 
Creek; but it was now proposed to dig a channel through the 
troublesome hill that was to have been tunneled. The work was 
then all done with pick and shovel, ami soon the men found a new 
difficulty in the quicksands. Slips of so disastrous a nature 
occurred that the company gave up the plan of bringing the water 
from the Chippawa, and decided to connect the canal with the 
Grand River, which is on a much higher level. They were better 
able to do this now, as in February, 1827, the Legislature of Upper 
Canada had taken stock to the amount of '/';50,000, and had also 
made a grant to the company of 13,000 acres' of land in the 
township of \Yainfleet, while the Government of Lower Canada h'ld 
invested ./,; 25,000 in the project, Just when the quicksands 
interfered with the work, it was estimated that the construction was 
so far advanced that in ten days the waters of the Chippawa could 
have flowed through the Deep Cut. 
Experienced engineers were employed to survey a route from 
Caledonia to Port Robinson, They pronounced it perfectly 
practicable to bring the water from the Grand River, but estimated 
the cost at ./,;25,000 more than the company then had on hand. 
Nevertheless, as the canal between Lake Erie and the Chippawa 
was already completed, the I )Írectors determined to undertake the 
work in a new direction, At the present town of WeIland an 
aqueduct was built over the Chippawa River, while a dam was con 
structed across the Grand River at l>ul1lwille, and by means of an 
artificial channel called the Feeder the pent-up waters of the latter 
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stream were thus brought to the Deep Cut. The great volume of 
water kept the banks in their places, and it was now possible to 
dredge out the bottom where the quicksands had refused to yield to 
pick and shovel. The canal was thus connected with the Chippawa 
River, and in this way two outlet;; w
re gi\'en to it-one through the 
Chippawa into the Niagara River, not far from its source, and 
thence into Lake Erie at Buffalo; and the other through the Feeder 
and the Grand Ri\'er to the same lake at Dunnville. With this con- 
nection it was easy to lock boats down from the level of the canal to 
that of the Chippawa Creek, and thus a great difficulty was 
surmounted, for it would have been impossible to dig low enough 
through the quicksands to be able to feed the canal from the creek. 
On the 30th of N oyem bel', 1829, the first two vessels, the Ann 
and Jane of Toronto, and the R, H. Boughtoll of Youngstown 
(N. Y.) passed up the canal from Port Dalhousie, All along the 
way the people turned out to witness this great event, which was 
celebrated with due honor. .\fter some discussion on the question of 
precedence, it was decided that the British \'essel should lead. The 
canal lahorers themselves took turns in towing the hoats, which were 
covered with flags. .\t Port Robinson, these vessels were let in 
through the guard locks to the Chippawa River, and then passed on 
to I ake Eric, thus formally opening the canal. 
.\s the locks and their gates were all made of w::>od, it ha
 
become common in these days of greater hydraulic achie\'ements to 
refer to thi-; modest beginning as the" wooden canal." Some of the 
first locks were only fourteen feet wide, but these were afterwards 
enlarged. 
This new line of travel, which diverted commerce from the 
frontier, was by no means apprO\'ed of by the inhabitants of Xiagara- 
on-the-lake, then the chief town in the district. For many years it 
was the cause of great jealousy between this old port and the new 
city of Sr. latharines. 
The support of the ( ;overnment in the interests of the canal was 
ohtained chiefly hy the efforts of the Rev. ])r. Strachan, then a 
memher of the Legi
latiYe louncil, and of Chief J ustice 
Ic Lean, at 
that time Speaker of the Ilouse of ,\ssemhly. 
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Already half a million pounds had been spent on the work, and 
much more money was needed for improvements j so in 1842, the 
Government bought out aU the share-holders and assumed entire 
control of the canal. The channel was at once enlarged, and a new 
wate-rway was dug from WeIland Junction to Port Colborne on Lake 
Erie. This formed the first direct connection between the two 
inland seas. The long level hetween .Allanburgh and Port 
Colborne was still fed from the Grand River, and therefore vessels 
had to be locked down into Lake Erie as well as into L..1.ke Ontario, 
In 1843, stone locks [50 fLlong by 26 ft. 6 in, wide replaced the 
old wooden ones. Lock number I at Port Dalhousie, lock 2 at St. 
Catharines, and one at _\Jlanburgh were 200 feet long and 45 feet 
wide, At each of these, vessels could be lowered eight and a 
half feet to the next level, and thus the descent from the Grand 
River level was easily made, A waste-weir for each lock served 
as a regulator for the water. The aqueduct at WeHand was 
rebuilt of stone, its length being 3 16 feet and its width 45 feet, 
while a depth of 10 feet 8 inches allowed it to serve for either the 
Grand River or the Lake Erie level. The length from Port 
Colborne to Port Dalhousie was twenty-seven and one-fifth miles., 
and this constituted the old \V elland Canal. 
In 1870 the Government began the construction of what is 
caned the new canal. From Port Dalhousie to Allanburgh, a dis- 
tance of ten miles, an entirely ncw waterway was made, runJling east 
of St. Catharines and Thorold, its grcatest distance from the old one 
at any point being a mile and a-half, At Allanburgh it joined the 
old canal, and from that place to Port Colborne the channel was 
enlarged. The total length is now twent
'-six and three-quarter 
miles. The summit has been reduced from the Grand River to the 
level of Lake Erie, and from Port Colbomc to Allanburgh there is 
no descent. From the latter point to Like Ontario there is a fall 
of 326% feet, which is overcome by twenty-five stone locks 270 feet 
long by 45 feet wide. The canal is 100 feet wide at the hottom, 
and has a depth of 14 feet. The depth was at first 12 feet, but the 
banks were raised z feet. The aqucduct over the WeIland rivcr 
is considered one of the finest pieces of masonry on the continent. 
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At Thorold the canal is crossed by the Niagara Central Railway 
hridge, and a little south of the town the Welland branch of the 
Grand Trunk Railway has another bridge O\"er it. The Great 
\Yestern branch passes under the canal; its tunnel is 713 feet long, 
including the approaches, as it describes a curve of nearly one and 
a half feet radius. The \\ idth is 16 feet, while the height of the 
centre of the arch from the ground is 18 feet. At a short distance 
north of this tunnel there is another culvert, through which a road 
passes. In 1884 the whole work was con,pleted, the entire cost 
having been $13,000,000, 
The locks and bridges are all lighted by gas. 
Since the completion of the canal the towns along its banks, 
with the exception of l\Ierritton, have all shown a decrease in 
population and in business energy, The water power on the new 
canal has never yet been rented, although many applications have 
been made for it. 
Cntil July I st, 1895, there was a collector of canal tolls at Port 
Robinson, hut now the tolls are paid at the terminal ports, 
lost 
of the sailing vessels are towed through the canal by tugs helonging 
to the towing union, which pay an annuàl toll of $30.00, Sailing 
vessels pay two and a quarter cents a ton. The toll for a raft of 
saw logs is eight cents on the standard log (25 0 feet). 
Some of the largest boats that pass through from lake to lake are 
the Frost, ROSt!llLOl/nt, St. Lawrence and the whalehacks-Josepll L. 
Col/ry and Clwrles TVetmore,-each of which completely fills a lock, 
The C, P. R. ironclads were obliged to go through in sections. 
Perhaps the most interesting n
<;sels that have ever heen brought up 
the canal were the Spanish caravels, the A "illtl, the Pinta and the 
Sallta "Jlaria, which passed through on their way to Chicago for 
the World's Fair, while the New Ikrlford whaling \'essel hound fur 
the same port also attracted a great deal of attention. Of the 
privatc yachts many are admired for their handsome equipment, but 
the most important one, hecause of association, was the EvanKdill
, 
thc missionary hoat sent out from England by the Prince of \\"ales 
for the lIse of Bishop Sullivan in ...\Igoma diocese, and manned 
entirely hy Ojihhcway Indians. In 1866 the British n.lvy was 
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represented in the WeIland canal by Her Majesty's Ships, Héron, 
Cherub and Brito1llart, which passed through in order to protect the 
shores of the upper lakes from the Fenians. In 1895 an American 
vessel bound for Cuba passed down the canal, and it was only when 
she was safely out of Canadian waters that hcr ultimate destination 
was known; she had been fitted out at a United States port for 
filibustering service on the coast of Cuba. In December, 1897, the 
United States man-of-war, Yantic, was allowed to go through, as she 
carried no guns and her government had promised that she should 
be used merely as a training ship at I )etroit. 
The regular navigation season on the canal usuaJ)y e.xtends from 
the middle of April until rhe middle of November. ....\ few lock- 
tenders are, however, kept on duty for a longer period, in order that 
vessels may go through as long as the canaJ is free of ice, and very 
often the boats are able to run until Christmas. 
Until 1845 vessels were locked through on Sundays, hut in that 
year a lawsuit was brought against the Government, with the result 
that the Sabbath Observance law was strictly enforced un the canal 
until 1876, Those chiefly instrumental in bringing this about were 
John Ker, \Yilliam James, William Bcatty and the Rev. T. B. Fuller. 
From 1876 until 1897 the canal has been closed on Sundays only 
between the hours of 6 a, m. and 8 p. m. Now, in accordance with 
the new Sabbath Observance law, the locks are closed for twenty-four 
hours. 
In 1895 the total number of vessels passing through the canal 
was 2222, while the amount of freight transported was 869,.595 tons. 
The tolls collected amounted to $ 138,7 13. 6 4, 
In 18 95 469,779 tons of freight were carried through the canal 
from one United States port to another. 
A full description of the vessels and their cargoes is givcn in the 
Appendix. 
On the 20th of October, 1897, the first sod was turned on the 
('ataract Power Canal, a new waterway which is to be fed from the 
old \Velland canal at Allan burgh, The channel is to be used 
merely to convey the watcr from Lake Erie level to a point in thc 
Niagara escarpment a short distance east of I )eCew Falls. Here 
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the water will be dropped through immense steeltuhes to a reservoir 
on the plain below, where the water power thus generated will be 
converted into electricity. The channel will be about 40 feet wide, 
and will have an average depth of 7 feet. Its total length will be 
four and one-third miles. The volume of water will have a fall of 
ahout 240 feet at the northern terminus of the canal, and thus about 
6,00::> horse power will be developed by the descent. This power 
will be transmitted to various points by means of electricity, but it is 
expected that most of it will be used at Hamilton. 
Below the fall, the Twelve-mile Creek will be utilized as a tail- 
race to convey the waters of the canal to Lake Ontario. 
The canal company is composed chiefly of Hamilton men, the 
President being the Hon, J. 1\1. Gibson, Ministcr of Crown Lands 
for Ontario. 
It is estimated that this power canal will cost about $450,000, 
and much of this money will he spent within Thorold township. 
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Parish and town officers. Lieutenants of counties. Township Act of 1835- 
Office of To\\-n \Varden restored in 1838. The first entry in Thorold 
Township Book. Return of roads laid out in 1796. Later roads in the 
Ttmnship. 
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District Council. List of \Vardcns of \\Telland County chosen from Thorold 
Township. Important hy-Iawaffecting the T(mnship. By-Ia\\s passed by 
the Thorold To\\- nand \ïllagc Councils. 


"The system of local Government 111 Ontario may be looked 
upon as nearly perfect, and certainly the best in the whole world." 
-Sir Charles Dilke, "Problems of Great Britain," p. 66. 
In 1793 an act was passed by the Parliament of Cpper Canada 
" to provide for the nomination and appointment of parish and town 
officers," As the town meeting was regarded with distru
t as the 
seed-bed of revolution, the authors of this act sought to limit its 
authority to local matters of petty importance, and therefore defined 
the duties of all elective officers. The officers named were "a clerk, 
two assessors, a collector. not less than two nor more than six over- 
seers of highways, one or more pound-keepers and two town-ward- 
ens." The duties of the clerk were defined as heing "to make a true 
and complete list of every male and female inhabitant within the 
limits of his parish, town or township, and to return the same to the 
justices of the peace, so that they may produce the said list at the 
general quarter sessions in the month of 
-\pril to be hohlen," and" to 
enter and record all such matters as shall relate to such parish, town 
or township, and shall appertain to his office; which records shall be 
faithfully and carefully kept and preserved by such clerk, and by him 
delivered to his succe:;sor duly norninated and appointed." The 
assessors were to "assess all such rates and taxes as shall be 
imposed by any act or acts of the legislature of this province, and he 




Il';\/"ICIPAL HISTORY 


I 19 


payable by the inhabitants thereof," The collector was to "demand 
and receive from the inhabitant householders such rates and taxes 
as may be due and payable from the inhabitants in respect of the 
matters aforesaid," The duties of overseers of the highways were 
described as being" to oversee and perform such things as shall be 
directed by any act to he passed touching or concerning the high- 
ways and roads in this province, which said overseers shall also serve 
the office of fence-viewers." The town or church-wardens were "as 
a corporation, to represent the whole inhabitants of the township or 
parish, and as such may have a property in 
oods or chattels of, or 
belonging to, the said parish, and shall and may sue, prosecute, or 
defend in all presentments. indictments, or actions, for or on the 
behalf of the inhabitants of the said parish." They acted as over- 
seers of the poor and as guardians of orphan children, whom they 
were empowered by a subsequent act to hind out as apprentices. It 
was further enacted that" as soon as there shall be any church built 
for the performance of di\'ine service according to the use of the 
Church of England, with a parson or minister duly appointed 
thereto, then the said inhabitant householders shall choose and 
nominate one person, 3nd the said par<;on or minister shall nominate 
one other person, which persons shall, jointly serve the office of 
church-warden." 
The terms parish and township, it will be observed, are used to 
designate the same local di,"ision, and the office of church warden 
appears to have been purely temporal in it
 functions. 
This act continued in force with slight alteration:-; for almost half 
a century. 
Municipal organiLations Wl're intimately connected with that of 
the militia. The inhabitants of each township were enrolled in one 
or more companies, and officers appointed to command them. rhis 
measure was conducted, howe,oer, on very different lines from that 
already described. " In order to promote an aristocracy most neces, 
sary in this country," wrote Licut.-(;overnor Simcoe (4th Nm"emher, 
179 2 ) " I h:l' e appointed lieutenants to the most populous counties, 
which I mean to e
tend from time to time, and have given them 
recommcl1<l.1tory powers for the militia :1I1d magistracy. as is usual in 
Engbnd:' 
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In 1835 a new Township Act was passed authoriáng the 
inhabitants of each township to el
ct three commissioners, to whom 
were transferred many of the duties hitherto performed by the 
justices in quarter sessions respecting the maintenance of the 
highways. The office of town 'yardens was then abolished, and only 
()ne assessor was to be elected in future, In 18.38 the situation of 
municipal aff.'lirs was described by Charles Buner in these terms: 
'" In Cpper Canada there appears to exist a systematic, com pre- 
hensi\'e and popular organi..mtion of the townships, The people 
of these districts are entrusted with the freest election of municipal 
officers; but the officers thus chosen seem to be e:1trusted with 
hardly any of the powers which are necessary for a reany efficient 
municipal government. The inhabitants of these townships appear 
to have a ,"'err popular choice of nearly useless functionaries, and a 
very perfect municipal machinery exists without being rendered 
available for the most important municipal purposes." 
In 1838 the acts respecting the election of township officers were 
again amended, The office of commissioner was abolished and that 
of town warden restored, Some of the duties of commissioners in 
respect to the roods and bridges devolved upon the wardens, the num- 
ber of whom was increased to three. They became guardians of the 
poor and of orphan children, and were required to report to the 
magistrates of the district any dangerous lunatic who might be found 
at large. They were requested to audit the accounts of the clerk, 
who was made the treasurer of an fines, commutation money in lieu 
of militia service, and all sums arising from the assessment of wild 
lands. As before, the wardens were created a corporate body to 
represent the whole of the inhabitants of the township, 
The first entry in the Thorold Township book was made in 1799, 
but there is evidence to show that town-officers had been elected 
several years before. The following extracts refer to the first roads 
made in the township: 
Return of roads and highways laid out by us, Isaac SwayLC and 
Thomas \V elsh, Esquires, two of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
for the Home J )istrict and Province of G pper Canada, as follows, 
that is to S:1)': Beginning for a road laid out across the Township 
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of Thorold, in the vicinity of the river \Velland, formerly called the 
Chippawa, at or \'ery near to a maple tree marked on four sides, 
standing on or very near to the easternmost side line of the Township 
of Thorold, and on the easternmost side of the lands (granted) by 
the Crown to Peter Misener, and thence extending through the said 
Peter :\lisener's field on the highest and best ground for that pur- 
pose as near as circumstances will admit to the house and barn of 
said Peter 
Iisener, so as to meet the old road or path on the east 
side of the bridge, thence extending westerly along the said road or 
path to or near the back or north side of Leonard :\lisener's barn, 
thence extending across Leonard Misener's fields westerly on a ridge 
of high ground to wood lands of said Leonard :\[isener, still 
extending westerly on the highest and best ground for the purpose 
of crossing \\ïlliams' creek, a little below the bridge, thence still 
extending westerly on the highest and best ground to a marked black 
oak sapling standing near the north west corner of Camp's field, 
thence still extending westerly on the highest and best land for that 
purpose to a small marked beech and an ironwood standing on the 
north side of Jonathan Silverthorn's branch, thence still e\.tending 
westerly on the highest and best land for that purpose to a marked 
beech tree standing near the north west side of a field called 
Templeton's field, thence extending westerly on the highest and best 
ground for that purpose through Thomas \reish's plantation to the 
neek by and to the southward of James Burger's house, thence still 
e:\tending westerly through James Burger's plantation and to the 
westernmost side of the Township of Thorold. 
Given under our hands and seals this ninth day of November, in 
the year of our Lorù one thou-.and, s("ven hundred and nmety-six. 
THOS. 'r
LSH, J, p, 
ISA.\c SW,\ YZE, J. P. 


True copy, GARR
T Y:\:'I/IJERBUR(;H, T. C. 


Recorded by me, OLJadiah Hopkins, by a return to me by 
Isaac Swayæ, Thos. Welsh, J. p, ) 
Upper Canada, Home District, to wit: , 
Return of a road or highway by us, Thomas Welsh anù Isaac 
Sway/e, Esquires, two of His :\[ajesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
district aforesaid, beginning where a road formerly opened and at 
present used by the consent of the inhabitants, leading from David 
Secord's grist-mill in Pelham and extending thence Oì1 saiù f(Md or 
as near thcreto as the ground will admit, through the plantation of 
.\hraham (hL'rholt. of Henry I >amudl', of ."-dam Dennis, Jonathan 
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Hagar, Israel Swayze, and to the township line between the 
Township of Thorold and Newark, near Philip l\1idler's, 
Given under our hands and seals this tenth day of November, 
1796, ISAAC SWAYZE, J. P. 
THO
IAS \YELSH, J. P. 
True copy. GARRET V ANDERBFRGH, T, C. 


Return to me, Obadiah Hopkins, Town Clerk for the Township 
of Thorold, of a road laid out by Isaac Swayze J. P. and Thomas 
\\Telsh, J. P. which I have put on record according to the return 
made by I, S., T. 'V., Esqr's. 
Home District, Upper Canada. 
Return of a road laid out by us, Isaac Swayze, Thomas 'Velsh, 
Esquires, two of His .:\lajesty's Justices of the Peace, for the district 
aforesaid, beginning at Thomas \relsh's, Esq'r. landing on the north 
",ide of the river WeIland, in tht" Township of Thorold, and extend- 
ing thence in a direct line, as near as the ground will admit for that 
purpoSt", toward the southwest angle of the said Township of 
Thorold, 
Given under our 
November, 1796. 


True copy. 


hands and seals this the tenth day of 
ISAAC SWAYZE, J. P. 
THOMAS \YELSH, J. P. 
GARRET VANDEREURGH, T. C. 


By an order from Daviù Secord and John :\IcKerline, Esqr's, to 
me directed, this tenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
1803, to record a road or highway through the Township of Thorold, 
beginning at the east side of the said township, on the concession 
line between the third and fourth concession on a due course until 
it intersects a road or highway leading to Darling's Mill, to be 
described as follows: Between Jacob Upper's on the north, 
Benajah \Villiams' on the south, and through George Couke's, 
between R, Wilkerson on the north and James Nevills' on the 
south, between Paul Crips, Anthony Upper, Thaddeus Davis, Hall 
Davis on the north, and \\ïlliam Lee, John Yanderburgh, Hiram 
Yanderburgh, Herman Van Alstine on the south, thence between 
the glebe on the north and Ezekiel Y oungh)ve, thence George 
Miller, George Keefer, and Adam Dennis on the north, and on the 
south Stephen Sebum, George Hoover, Aaron Dennis, until it inter- 
sects the road leading to J,)hn Darling's grist mill. 
Recorded by me, 
TOHN HILL, T. C. 
True copy. (;.\RRET V.\:'\f)ERBURl;H, '1', C. 


By an order from David Secord and John Reily, Esqr's, to me 
directed this 27th day of October, 1802, to record a road laid out 
from a corner of ,Yo H. Lee in the town!>hip of (Thorold) running 
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due north of a line hetween Isaac Ostrander and Peter Ostrander, 
and hetween Robert Wilkerson's and John Kelly's lot to Elisha 
Edwards' blacksmith shop, thence east along the road leading to 
the falls to a line between Rohert Wilkerson's and George Couke's, 
due north to the corner of George 
liller's fields, thence northeast 
across by his consent to a road leading from the Reaver Dam, by 
Philip 
[etler's to Queenston. 
I )one the 8th day of April by the oath of twelve freeholders, 
according to law. 
Given under our hands this 


True copy, 


17th day, of October, 1802. 
[)A YID SECORD, J. P. 
JOHX REILY, J. p, 
JOHN HILL, T, C. 
G'\RRET Y.\XDERBURGH, 


T.C. 


We, the Honourable Robert Hamilton, Thomas Dickson, Esqr's, 
two Commissioners for the l>istrict of Niagara, do certify: On 

[onday, the 27th day of ;\pril, 1801, a jury of freeholders in the 
Township of Thorold declared the concession line unfit for a 
highway, therefore we declare the road at that time leading from 
Upper's by the Beaver Dams, by Decow's mill, to John Brown's, to 
be a road according to law. 
Witness our hands and seals at Queemton, this 23rd day of 

[arch, 1805, ROBERT H,<UIII.TO
, J. p, 
THO
IAS l>IC"'SO
, J, p, 
To the Town Clerk of Thorold: 
Recorded by me, John Hill, this tenth day of June, 1805, Town 
Clerk for the Township of Thorold, 
N. If' ì To John Hill, Clerk of the Township of 
Iagara 1st net f rhorold : 
Whereas, for the accommodation of travellers, it is necessary to 
open and work the road on the concession line leaving Chippa\\ a 
Creek between the house of Elijah Shotwell anù that of John Smith, 
then e:\.tending west until it shall intersect the township line, thence 
on the said township line south tt) Chippawa ('reek. and the same to 
be worked in future hy the inhabitants of the Town'\hips of Thorold 
and Pelham. Thi,-\ order you will enter in the town book in your 
care, and make the same public, that the constable presiding at the 
ne:\.t town meeting, to he holden un the first :\Ionday of :\Iarch ne\.t, 
put in nomination the pathmasltrs nccessary to carry it into 
execu tion. 
(;i\"cn unùer our hand" and se'11s at \\ïlloughhy, this fifteenth 
d"y of February, 1806. 


S,\
1U11 Sn{FFr, 1. p, 
.\ \IOS CH.\P\IA:'oI, ). P. 
Recorded bv m(', Fehruary 16th, 180(" John 11 ill, Clerk for the 
rcm nship of 'n{owld. 
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In 184 I a very important nmnicipal act was passed, establishing 
III Upper Canada District Councils with authority to make by-laws 
In regard to roads and streets, bridges, public buildings, for the 
establishment and support of schools, and for defraying the expenses 
of the administration of justice, The District of Niagara as then 
constituted ronsisted of the twenty-two townships subse=luently 
composing the counties of Lincoln:' WeHand and Haldimand, 
rhorold was allowed to elect two members for the District Council, 
and was represented for seven years by the following persons: 


Rohert Hobson and Duncan 1\[e Farland, 
George Keefer and Duncan McFarland, 
\Ym, 
B. Hendershot and I )uncan McFarland, - 
\\'m. B. Hendershot and Dilly Coleman, 


18 4 2 -4 
18 45-7 
18 4 8 
18 49 


The Counties of Lincoln and \Yelland were not separated until 
1856, but a Provisional Council for the County of Welland was 
organized in 1850. The warden was chosen from Thorold Town- 
ship in the following years: 


1862. 
186 3, 
186 4, 
1868, 
188 3, 
188 4, 
18 93. 


"'arden, Robert Coulter, Reeve of Thorold Township. 
"" " 


" 


" 


" 


David Killins, 
Alexander Fraser. Reeve of Thorold Town. 
\\'In. McCleary, DelJuty-reeve of Thorold Town, 
C. B. Bennet, Reeve of Thorold Township. 


" 


The most important by-law affecting the township appears in the 
records as foHows : 


A meeting of the freeholders and householders of the Township 
of Thorold was held at the town hall, Allanburgh, the loth day of 
March, 1855, to consider the propriety of building a macadamized 
road from Thorold Village to the limits of the township at Port 
Robinson and to obtain the sanction and support of t
e various 
towns and villages to carry the same to Port Colhorne. 


At a meeting of the qualified municipal electors of the Township 
of Thorold, held at the town hall, Allanburgh, the 29th day of 
September, 1855, in pursuance of public notice, to take into consider- 
ation the propriety of passing the by-law for raising .1;5,000, by way 
of loan for the stock taken in the Port Robinson and Thorold 
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macadamized road. A. poll was taken, and the majority in fa\or of 
the by-la w was 1 7, 
The most important by-laws passed by the Thorold town and 
yillage councils have been as follows: 
By-law passed on November 8th, 1852, to loan the St. 
Catharines, Thorold and Suspension Bridge Road Company the sum 
of $8,000. ' 
...\ by-law to authorize the St, Catharines and "-elland Canal Gas 
Company to lay down pipes, etc" in the Village of Thorold, was 
passed \larch 26th, 1855. 
Passed, :\Iay 11th, 1855, a by-law to donate .1;100 to the 
,Patriotic fund. 
A by-law establishing a market in the \ïllagc of Thorold was 
passed December 13th, 1856. 
February 18th, 1873-By-law for $6,000 for the building of a 
High SchooL 
May 4th, 1874-Ry-law passed to impound animals running at 
large, 
An act to incorporate the Town of Thûrold assented to 21St 
December, 1874. 
Yoted on June 29th, 187ï, and carried-Dy-law to raise $8,000 
to purchase a steam fire-engine; by-law finally passed
 July 3rd, 1877, 
By-law establishing fire limits passed April 15th, 1878. 
By-law regulating the market fees, on :\Iay 8th, 1882 
A by-law to authorize the corporation of the Town of Thorold to 
aid the St. Catharincs and Xiagara Central Railway by guaranteeing 
the payment of interest only on $20,000 of debentures for twenty 
years, was passed January 12th, 1885. 
A by-law to rai
e hy way of loan $3,000, for the purpose of 
purchasing a plot of ground for a cemetery, was passed January 
J 8th, 1886, 
A by-law to raise hy way of loan $8,000, for erecting and 
operating an electric light plant, passed July 29th, 1887. 
A by-law for the issue of $6,000 dehenture;;, for consolidating the 
indebtedness of the town, was passed August H)th, 1889- 
.\ lJy-law to authori/e thc issue of $7,000 debenture" to 
consolidate thc outstanding indebtedncss and to meet current 
c\.pellses, was pa
sed :\lay 31st, 1890. 
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I'resbyterian church at Port Robinson, :Methoùist churches at Beavenlallis. 
Thorold, Allanhurgh and Port RoLinson. Important ministers. Church of 
England at Thorold and Port Rohinson. Clergy Reserves. Presbyterianism 
at Beaverùams and Thorold. Roman Catholic churches at Thorold and Port 
Robinson. Church of 1.<:ngland at Fonthill. United Brethren, Baptist 
church at Thorold. Christian Scientist. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PORT ROBl:-JsoN, The oldest congre- 
gation in the township, holding: regular services, and under the 
definite care of a pa
tor, is the Presbyterian church at Port Robinson. 
Unfortunately, however, the official records of this body were 
destroyed by fire some years aRo, and it is impossible now, to 
procure all the necessary details for a consecuti\-e history of the 
congregation, The loss is a particularly serious one, as Port 
Robinson was for many years connected with Stamford, which IS 
supposed to have been the first Presbyterian congregation 111 
Ontario. 
Several documents mention 1824 as the date of the building of 
the brick church which still stands at Port Robinson, although the 
deed of the land bears the date 1826. 
From an article in the Canada Presb}'leriall of March 29th, 18 7 8 , 
we obtain this interesting information regarding early Presbyterian 
services held in the townships of Stamford and Thorold: 
" \Ye find that long before ministers could be had to preach the 
word, congregations were gathered, and comfortable log churches 
marked the centres of Presbyterian influence, If the hardy pioneer
 
could not enjoy all the' ordinances,' they could set up tahernacles 
in the wilderness, and come together on each returning Sabbath for 
prayer and praise, The congregation at ::;tamford, thus originating, 
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dates the first gathering together for religious worship back to 1785, 
from about which time, for many years, it was necessarily a kind of 
Independent Presbyterian Society. The first Preshyterian preaching 
of which record has heen preserved was in 1794. In October of 
that year the Rev. John Dunn, a licentiate of the Presbytery of 
Glasgow, came over from Albany, 
, Y., where he had been officiat- 
ing for some time to a Presbyterian congregation. He labored for 
two ye:us in Stamford and Niagara, and then abruptly left the 
ministry for more congenial pursuits. There is no evidence of the 
congregation's being supplied with preaching after .:\lr. Dunn left 
until 180 I, when the Rev. 1>. "T. Eastman, a licentiate of the 
Presbytery of 
[orristown, New Jersey, came with his family, and for 
a year or more resided at Stamford, He began at once to preach 
for the Stamford people on stated Sabbaths, and continued to do so 
until the second ..\merican war, sòmetime in 18q, compelled a dis- 
continuance, In 1804 the Rev. John Burns, a Scotch Secession 
minister, arrived, and also resided for a time at Stamford. He 
preached at Stamford, at 
iagara, and at the 'German meeting 
house' near Thorold, alternating at Stamford with 1\1r. Eastman untii 
the war, and even then the clash of arms did not dl ive either of these 
faithful ministers entirely away_ As opportunity afforded, they 
ministered to the suffering and the afflicted, and preached the go
pel 
wherever they could be heard. * * * i< * Xeilher :\Ir, East- 
man nor Mr. Hums preached regularly at Stamford after the war, 
and it is not known how the church was sup{Jlied for se\'cral years. 
"In :\fay, 1822, the .\ssociate Synod, meeting in the State of 
:r\ew York, appointed :\Iessrs, Be\.eriùge, Hanna and .\Iexandcr 
Bullions to itinerate in Canada three months each or there:1bout, the 
cxpenses incurreù hy said nlission to be defrayed by the Synod. 
The occasion of this action was a Ictter recei\ed by 1>r, Bullions 
from a :\1 r. Orr living in Thorold township, not far from Stamford, 
requesting the doctor' or some other of the brethren to take Cpp('( 
Canada on their way to the Synod of Pittshurgh' and suggesting 
that' he wished the sef\'ices of some brother to preach and adminis- 
ter the orùinance of baptism in his family.' The Icttcr creatcd an 
impression of greater de
titution than really existed, and when, a fcu' 
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weeks after their appointment, Messrs, Re\'eridge and Hanna 
arrived, they were surprised to find a small congregation worship- 
ping in a comfortable church building and enjoying the services of a 
'hired preacher' named \Yright, who had been with them for several 
years. * * * * 
" Dr. Bullions came afterwards to Canada, and in the latter part 
of 1822, or early in 1823, the Stamford congregation was formally 
connectp.d by him with the 'Associate Synod of North America' 
and placed under the care of the Associate Presbytery at Alhany. 
In 1824 the Rev. David Goodwillie (father of the Rev. D. H, Good- 
willie, a subsequent pastor), preached for a time at Stamford by 
appointment of Synod. * * * In 1825 the Rev, John Russell 
(afterwards Dr. Russell) was sent by the Presbytery as an ordained 
missionary to supply at Stamford, and in November of that year he 
was regularly inducted as the first settled pastor of the congregation. 
Dr. Russell ministered also to a church at Port Robinsun which had 
been organized by Dr. Bullions and associated with Stamford, 
hoiding the pastorate of the two congregations acceptably until he 
was stricken down by death on the third day of :\Jay, 1854, in the 
fifty-eighth year of his age and the twenty-eighth of his ministry. 
He possessed intellectual abilitie<; of a high order, preaching with ;l 
rare unction, and especially excelling in the gift ()f prayer. He was 
known and beloved through all the surrounding country, He wa" 
for many years the only minister of the Associatc church in Canad3, 
and was chiefly instrumental in 1836 in the formation of the 

"\ssociate Presbytery of Stamford, as an off..hoot from the Preshytcry 
of Albany." 
The Rev. n. H, Goodwillie, a licentiate of the Associate Presby- 
tery of Shenango, was installed as I)r. Russell's successor in Septem- 
ber, 1855, holding the charge of Stamford until ]861. It would 
appear, however, from the few records that can be gathered, that 
during the six years intervening between these dates Port Robinson 
was ministered to by ðIr. 
IcAlIister, and nut by 
Ir. Goodwillie, 
Our former authority gives this history of the two congregations 
from 1862 until 1873: 
C< In 1862 the congregations of Stamford and Port Robinson, 
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which had been separate since the death of Dr, Russell, were again 
united; and in January, 1863, the Rev. James Magill was inducted 
pastor of both, He was a native of Scotland, but was by education 
and citizenship an American. H is ministry cO\'ered a period of 
nearly eleven years, closing by his resignation, September 9 th , 1873, 
.At this date the Stamford congregation was much divided, and 
depleted in numbers; and the congregation at Port Robinson, 
becoming discouraged, withdrew from the U, P. Preshytery of Stam- 
ford and joined the Presbytery of Hamilton, of the Canada Presby- 
terian Church, carrying with them the church property, and perma- 
nently severing the union between the two congregations," 
The next pastor was the Rev. \Villiam Hancock, whose charge 
included not only Port Robinson, but also Crowland, WeIland, 
Pelham and Port Colborne. Port Robinson wa
 committed to his 
care some time in 1874, but the exact date is not given in the 
Assembly records. However, it is probable that 
Ir. Hancock was 
de facto minister of the congregation from the time of its separation 
from Stamford in September, 1873. During his pastorate he 
travelled throughout the peninsula doing what was really mission 
work. He resigned the charge in December, 1879, and was 
succeeded by the Rev. C. n. McDonald, B. A., B. 1>., who was 
minister also of the Thorold Presbyterian church. He was known 
as a faithful worker and a Irian of accur
te scholarship, 
On the 13th of October, 1887, Port Robinson was united with 
'Ierritton, and was sen-ed hy the Rev, William l\Iowat from that 
date until January, 1892, 
In October of the latter year the Rev. James Bryant took charge 
of the two congregations. H is pastorate was dosed by his 
resignation in August, 1895. 
On .the 24th of April, 1896, the Rev, J, Linùsay Roht'rtson, 
B..\., an Edinburgh graduate, was inducted as minister of :\Ierritton 
and Port Robinson. H is connection with the latter congregation 
was sevcreù on the 24th of Octoher, 1897, when Port Rohinson was 
again united with Pelham and I.outh. 
Since that ùate thl: Rev. \\'. Coulthard has heen the l'
stor. 
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METHODIST CHCRCH, THOROI D. In the year 1832 it was 
decided that a convenient place for the church that the followers 
of John Wesley contemplated building was 111 the rapidly 
growing village of Thorold, and the records consequently contain 
this important item: "In the year 1832, a Religious Congregation 
or Society of :\lethodists had occasion to buy a parcel of land situate 
in the Township of Thorold, County of Lincoln in the Niagara Dis- 
trict in the Province of Cpper Canada for the site of a church and 
burial ground and appointed trustees by the name of the Trustees of 
,the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Township of Thorold. The 
following trustees: James Brown, Hiram Swape. William :\lcClel- 
land and James Rattray of the Township of Thorold, and John Ker 
and Lyman Pearson of the Township of Grantham and Frederick 
Hutt of the Township of Stamford, all of the County of Lincoln, for 
and in consideration of the sum of five shillings recèived from 
George Keefer, Esquire, one acre of land on the west side of Pine 
street, whereon the 
Iethodist stone church is now erected." 
4\ frame chapel was first built and used as a place of worship 
until it was found necessary to enlarge it. On the 29th of April, 
18 45, it was resolved that a new chapel be built of stone, 38 x 54 
feet, with a basement, and a tower in front for the purpose of recei,'- 
ing a bell on some future occasion. The Rev'ds Harper and Po
- 
lard, and a committee composed of \Villiam Beatty, John Yander- 
burgh, John Kerr and Jacob Keefe
 proceeded to examine the 
ground with a view to the location of the chapel, and decided to 
erect the new building in the rear of the old one and nearly central 
in the lot, while it was also arranged that the old chapel should he 
left standing until the new church was erected, On Sunday, Janu- 
ary 21st, 1849, the church was dedicated, and the morning and 
evening sermons were preached hy the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, n.D., 
founder of the Ontario educational system, l)r. Ryerson had been 
the first :\lethodist minister stationed at Thorold, and his heart was 
always warm towards this congregation. Even amidst the many 
duties of his office of 
upcrintendent of education for Cpper Canada, 
he always found time to come here to preach the anni\ersar) ser- 
mons. 
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\Yhen the new church was in course of erection, the greatest 
liberality was shown by the village people, Roman Catholics, as well 
as aU denominations of Protestants, contributing largely towards the 
huilding fund, Among those who gave suhstantial aid in this way 
was I.ord Metralf, at that time Governor of the province of Canada, 
who contributed ;/;'0; John Ker of Grantham gave L75; Jacob 
Keefer, Thorold, L 7.5; George Keefer, sen., L 25; John Yander- 
burgh, Grantham, .i.:50; \\ïlliam Beatty, Thorold, .i.:25; \Villiam 
J ames, Thorold, L 25. 
In April, 1853, the trustees of the denomination now known as 
the Wesleyan Methodist church bought from Henry Mittleberger 
two-fifths of an acre of land on the corner of Pine and l\ldcalf streets 
on which to build a parsonage, the erection of which began in the 
following year. 
In 1855 a melodeon was hought for the use of the church. 
I n the year 1851 the Presbyterian congregation applied for the 
use of the church, This being granted, they first held services in it 
on alternate Sunday afternoons, and afterwards once every week, for 
the period of one year, 
In 1859 two furnaces were placed in the basement "for thc 
convenience and comfort of the congregation and the safety of the 
huilding." 
An interesting itelTI on the minute books is that relating to the 
lighting of the church. Until 1847 eight pounds of candles were 
consumed once a month; hut in that ye
r lamps were introduced, oil 
at that time costing ten shillings a gallon. Incandescent electric 
lights are now used in the building, 
In 185 I a hell weighing four hundred and fifteen pounds was 
placed in the tower of thc church, 
In 1859 the gallery was enlarged, while in 1882 the whole 
huilding was enlarged and refitted. Five years ago it was recarpeted, 
and a handsome pipe organ was put in. 
In I 88R . the parsonage was enlarged, and two ycars ago it was 
('ntircly renO\"ated and heated throughout by steam. 
From 1832 until 185.J Thorold was included in the St. Catharines 
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circuit, and during that time the following ministers were in charge: 
1832. Egerton Ryerson and Joseph Messmore. 
1833. James Evans and John Baxter. 
1834. Edwy M, Ryerson and John Armstrong. 
1835. Thomas Beritt and Edwy 
1. Ryerson, 
1836. Thomas Beritt and John Douse. 
1837, Joseph Messmore and James Musgrove. 
18 3 8 ." .. 
1839, Samuel Beltin and Samuel Rose, 
18 4 0 ." " 
1841. Edmund Shepherd and Thomas Cosford, 
1842. John Ryerson and Reuben E. Tupper. 
1843. George R. Sanderson and Charles Lovell. 
1844. (;eorge R, Sanderson and Ephraim B. Harper, 
1845, Thomas Demorest and Thomas Rattray, 
1846. Lewis \'Tamer and George Young. . 
1847, John Law and Lachlin Taylor. 
1848, John Law and Charles Lovell. 
1849. \Villiam Price and William Anes. 
1850. William Price, assisted by Isaac Barker and John S. 
E\'ans. 
185 I. Claudius Byrne and John S, Evans. 
1852. Claudius Byrne and William S. Griffin, 
1853. George c..;oodson and Richard Clarke. 
1854, George Goodson, 
Many of the names in this list were afterwards well known 
throughout Canada. Dr, Ryerson's monumental work has already 
been mentioned. Dr. Lachlin Taylor acquired considerable fame as 
a traveller and lecturer on Oriental subjects. The Rev, Edmund 
Shepherd, father ûf the present editor of the Toronto Saturday 
Night, was known throughout the country as one of the most zealous 
workers in the Methodist church. 
In 1854 Thorold hecame a circuit including FOI
thill, St. Johns 
"Test, Allanburgh and Port Robinson. Since that time the following 
ministers have heen stationed here: 
1854- Thomas Heritt and Edward H, I >ewart. 
1855. Thomas Reritt and Richard T. Forman. 
1856. John G, Laird and Thomas Cobb. 
1857-1858
 John G, Laird and James (;oodson. 
1859-1860, Samuel Rose and John Potts. 
186 I. Alexander Sutherland and T ohn Potts. 
1862. 
\}exander Sutherland and Ì>aniel Perrin. 
1863. John Wakefield and William F. Camphell. 
1864-1865. John \rakcficld and Egerton R. Youn
. 
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1866-1867. J, Herbert Starr and Robert H. Wadell. 
1868. J, Herbert Starr and Benjamin B. Keefer. 
1869. Lewis \Yarner and Richard ,Yo 'foüdsworth. 
1870, Lewis 'Varner and Thomas Cardus. 
1871. John S, Clark and "'alter Rigsby. 
1872-1873. John S. Clark. 
1874-1876, James Preston, 
1877-1878. James c. Preston. 
1879-1881, R. Parker, 1\1. .\. 
1882-1884. John Kay, 
1885-1887. John E. Lanceley. 
1888- 1 890, I). 1.. Brethour. 
1891-1893. John Wakefield. 
1894-1896, George Clark, 
1. A., Ph, D. 
1897, G. '\', Calvert. 
The trustee board of the church for the current year is com- 
posed of: James Millar (secretary and treasurer), John R. Swayze, 
James H, Reatty, William l\lartin, John H. Wilson, \Yilliam 

[CCleary and John McLean, 
On the 12th of January, 1885, the Thorold Auxiliary of the 
Woman's Missionary Society was organizt:d with a membership of 
twehe, :\Irs. John Kay heing elected first President. That office is 
now held by :\lrs. James Millar, and the number at present on the 
roll is fifteen. 
On the II th of I )ecember, 1893, a circle of the K.ing's Daughters 
then existing in the church was reorgani.led as the Epworth League 
of Christian Endeavor hy the Rev. John \r akefield, the chief officer 
for that year being W. II. Clipperton, For 1896-7 the Honorary 
President was the Rev. (
eorge Clark, 
1. A., Ph. 1>.; the Honorary 
vice-President, \\ïllialn :\k(,leary, :\L P:; and the President James 
:\IcTavish. 
The Superintcndent of the Sahhath School is Wm. 
lcCleary. 
During the conference year ending May I, 18()7, the total 
receipts wcre $34-82. I 2. The pew rents and the proceeds of the 
Church .\nni\'ersary arc lIsed for paying the currcnt e:,.penscs of the 
church, such .1S fuel, light, insurant'e, repairs, and also the salaries of 
the choir leader, organi<>t and caretakcr, The minister's salary is 
raised hy contrihutions through the cl1\'elopes and by the plate 
collcct ions. 
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THE 'VESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH AT PORT ROBINSON was 
built in 185 I, when the congregation was included within the 
Thorold circuit. No careful record has been kept, and it is 
impossible now to secure much information concerning it. The 
ministers since 1888 have been: 


188 9, 
18 9 0 . 
189 I. 
18 9 2 . 


Daniel Ecker. 
S. E. Marshall, 
\\T, J. Sipprell. 
C. M, Marshal. 


18 93, 
18 94. 
18 95. 
18 9 6 . 


G. F, 
lorris. 
S. \\T. Fallis. 
F. ,Yo Crowle. 
J. F. Kay. 


THE METHODIST CHURCH AT BEAVERDA:\IS. Yery early lt1 
the history of the township services were held in private houses by 

lethodist ministers, In the house owned hy Israel and Hiram 
Swayze at the Beaverdams, a room was set apart for these meetings, 
and floor-board!! were used for seats. Once in four weeks the people 
were visited by an ordained minister, but on the intenrening Sundays 
the services were conducted by local preachers, the chief among them 
being Jacob Ostrander, a man reyered by all his neighbors for his 
stern integrity of life, The old time camp-meeting was a regular 
gathering held for several years on Hiram Swayze's farm. The first 
meetin.g was conducted by Elders Edmund Stoney and Ephraim 
Evans. Until 1832 there was no Methodist church nearer than 
:Brown's Bridge on the Chippawa Creek, or \Yarner's settlement near 
St. Davids. In that year Hiram Swayze offered a site for a church, 
and $100.00 towards the building. The land offered was immedi- 
ate)y east of the old burying ground, but the eIders considered it 
too small for the purpose, and asked for the lot whereon the church 
now stands, as the big elm trees near hy would !'erve as shelter for 
the horses until a driving shed was built. On the 26th of June, 
1832, James Brown, John Street, Samuel Street jr., James Hagar, 
Jonathan Hagar, \\ïlliam l'vIoore and John Ker, comprising the 

rustee bGard of the :\lethodist church for the Niagara I >istrict, 
purchased from Hiram Swayze one acre of land. being part of Jot 52, 
l'horold. 
A frame building was erected with a gallery at the two sides and 
the north end. As the situation of the church was central, the con- 
gregations were for many years very large. :\lethodists came from 
c\'ery part of the Niagara District to the quarterly meetinj!s, 
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.t\bout thirty years ago thc gallery, hein
 no longer required for 
use, was shut off, in order that the main part of the building might 
be made more comfortable, 
In 1879 certain repairs were madc, and the church was re- 
dedicated by the Rev. \\Tilliam S, Griffin, Shortly after this date 
Thorold town W.IS made a station, and consequently the services at 
the Beaverdams became less frequent. Since 1890 no regular 
services have been held, and the church has been used chiefly for 
funerals and for meetings of the Sons of Temperance and of Sabbath 
School workers. 
.\mong the many prominent ministers who ha\-e preached at 
Beaverdams were Dr. Egerton Ryerson and the Rev, Kathan Bangs, 
who was afterwards editor of a 
fethodist Episcopal journal in Xew 
York. John Ryerson, \\ïIIiam Case and Franklin 
Jetcalf had gonc 
as Canadian delegates to the Genesee Conference to choose 
ministers for the 
lethodist church in Canada, They wished to 
secure all the British subjects then resident in the C nited States, but 
the .\mericans induced 
[r, Bangs to remain, as editor of the 
Christinll Advocate. ""hile occupying this position he used 
frequently to come from New York by stage coach, in order to he 
present at important 
Iethodist gatherings in Canada. 
CHURCH OF E:'Il(;l.A:'Ilf). .\s we have already found, Church of 
England services were held at Thorold at a vcry early date by the 
Rev, Rohert Addison of Niagara, and afterwards hy the Rev. 
William Leeming of Chippawa. In accordance with the clause of 
the Constitutional Act providing for the establishment of the Clergy 
Reserves, a hlock of four hundred acres of land near .\Ilanhurgh 
was set apart in 181 I for the use of the established Church of 
England and Ireland. In I83ó Sir John Colhorne made Thorold 
township a rcctory, with this land as endowment. 
Early in the thirties a stOnt" church ("llled St. Peter's was built 
near the old Cerman meet ing-hollse. For several ye,us thp parish 
was connected with St. (;t'orge's church, St. ratharine" services 
heing held hy the Rev. James ('larke, Rector of the IaUcr place. 
St. Peter\; was consecrated hv the fir<;t Bi.;hop 
Iountain of 
uehl'c. 
who also admjnisten.cJ the ritl' of confirmation at thi:. \"Îsit. .\t 
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St. Catharines he previously confirmed one hundred persons III an 
upper room of the Grantham Academy, now the Collegiate Institute; 
but as, owing to the difficulties of travelling in those days, his 
coming had not been definitely announced, many candidates were 
unable to be present. These persons, with the Thorold class, the 
members of which had been prepared by 
lr. Clarke, afterwards 
received the rite at St. Peter's, 
As early as [838 the church accounts were systematically kept, 

Ir. George Keefer being warden at that time; but Thorold had no 
Rector until J 840, when the Re'o". Thomas Brock Fuller was 
appointed, Dr. Fuller had been educated at the Cornwall (
raml11ar 
School, under the young Scotch master, John Strachan, who after- 
wards played so prominent a part in the history of the province, 
Just one year before Dr. Fuller's appointment to Thorold, Upper 
Canada had been set apart as the diocese of Toronto, and Dr. 
Strachan had been consecrated as its first Bishop, The new rector 
entered upon his duties in 184 I, Having had experience in 
missionary work, he zealously undertook to hold regular services at 
Thorold, Port Robinson and Stamford, while he occasionally visited 
Port Colborne and its neighborhood. At Port Robinson he 
preached in the school house until 1844, when the present church, 
St. Paul's, was opened for public worship. 
In Dr, Fuller's register, the first entry relating to public worship 
is that containing the list of communicants on Easter day, . \pril 
11th, 1841. The names mentioned are those of Mr. and 
Irs" 
George Keefer. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lampman, 1\lr. Robert Holden. 
Mr, and Mrs. Jacob H. Ball, Miss Ball, Mrs. Henry C. Ball, Mr, 
.\dam Hutt. l\lrs, John Keefer and Mrs, Garden. 
On Easter Monday, April 12th. 1841, the first vestry meeting 
was held, when the following persons_were present: The Rector, 
Adam Hutt. George Keefer, Henry C. Ball, Peter I.ampman, George 
Hutt, John Turney, William ""ard, John \\'aldron and Alexander 
\\Ïnslo\\', 
On August 20th, 1842, the first missionary meeting took place. 
On that evening a branch of the Church Society was formed. This 
organization is worthy of mention, as hefore synods were held it 
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managed much of the work now done by the Board of I )omestic 
and Foreign 
Iissions. At the meeting in this parish addresses were 
given by the Rev. G, M. Armstrong of Louth, the Rev. 
\, F, 
Atkinson of St, Catharines, the Rev, William Leeming of Chippawa, 
the Rev, rhomas Creen of Niagara, the Rev. J. G. (;eddes of Ham- 
ilton, the Rev. Arthur Palmer of Guelph, and the Rev. John Arm- 
strong, who had heen a missionary for thirty years at Buenos Ayres 
and the Ray ot Honduras, In the first annual report of the Xiagara 
District Branch of the Diocesan Church Society we find the names 
of the Rev. T. B. Fuller, Henry C. Ball and George Keefer Sf. men- 
tioned as memhers of the committee. The donations from Thorold 
for the year 1842 amounted to .LÛ
 2sh. 6d. 
When St. Paul's church at Port Rohinson "as opened a debt 
still remained upon it, Among tÌlose who helped to pay this deficit 
were the negro soldiers, of whom mention has already been made in 
the history of the village. For half a year each member of this 
company contributed twenty cents a month. 
As the village of Thorold grew larger the people hegan to 
complain that the church was too far from their midst, and subscrip- 
tions were collected to build a suitable house of worship within the 
village. .J; 767 was furnished by the congregation; and the Rector 
not onh' gave liberally from his own !Jurse, hut also collected in 
En
land an amount equal to $270.00. When in Lincolnshire he 
called upon Sir John Thorold's family, who presented to the parish 
hearin
 their name a set of handsomely hound service hooks which 
had alrcady been in use for a hundred years, Just before this, Dr. 
Fuller had applied to Bishop Strachan for one of the twelve sets that 
had heen sent out hy the Archbishop of Canterbury for distribution 
in Canaùa. Lntil tbese hooks came the rarer volumes w
re used at 
St. Peter's. hut the) were afterward" removed, a
 they \\ere 
consiùered too \'aluahl
 for ordinary USe. Howe\cr, they ha\'e since 
bcen lost. a
d the mo'\t diligcnt search ha.. not yet revealed their 
I()ù
ing pbcc. 
In 1
53 the corner-'itonc of St. John's church W.1S laid (the 
stonc forming a part of the southern buttress built a
ainst the east 
wall of thc chancel). Three years latt'r the huildin
 was completed. 
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but the committee's accounts contained a deficit of .;[2034 Ish. 2d., 
which was covered by a loan from the Rector. To try to meet this 
debt the pews were offered for sale or rent at public competition. 
As much as .;[90 was given for a large pew; but although forty per- 
')ons promised to buy seats, the majority did not fulfil the contract, 
The building was formally opened for public worship on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 14th, 1856, there being services also on the following day, 
The offertory collections at these services amounted. we are told, to 
$133.00, When in 1862 Bishop Strachan appointed Dr. Fuller to 
the charge of St. George's church. Toronto, the congregation's debt. 
with interest. amounted to $11065.25 ; and this the retiring Rector 
freely forgave. As a parting gift a sih-er model of the church was 
presented to him by the people, among whom he had laboreù for 
more than a score of years. When the diocese of Nïagara was 
formed in 1875 Dr, Fuller was elected Bishop, and his episcopal 
visits to Thorold and Port Robinson became links that bound him 
more closely to his old parish, 
Thorold contains more than one monument to the memory of 
Bishop Fuller's active service in behalf of the town. He was one of 
the founders of the High School, of the Mechanics' Institute (now 
the Public Library), and of the .\gricultural Society, while he was 
one of the most zealous workers i:l the movement for the abolition 
of fees in the Public Schools, He also bequeathed to the parish of 
Thorold a sum of money, the interest on which was to be annually 
distributed among the poor. The annual income from this fund is 
$22.00, which sum is regularly given by the Rector to the needy 
mem bers of the parish. 
The Re\'. T. H. Read was the second Rector of Thorold, but his 
incumbency lasted only three years, as he was obliged to relinquish 
his parochial duties when he was appointed to the work of raising an 
episcopal endowment fund for Toronto diocese. He afterwards 
became rector of Crimsby, which charge he held until the timc of 
his death. 
His successor at Thorold was the Rev. T. T, Robarts, 1\1. .\.. 
who was afterwards appointed a Canon of Christ church cathedral, 
Hamilton. On September 6th, 1865 (the first year of :\lr, Robarts' 
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pastorate), one of the earliest harvest festivals in Canada was held at 
St, Peter's and in the grounds adjoining the church, The Rev. 
Provost 'Yhittaker of Trinity College and a number of other clergy- 
men were present. A photograph of the c;cene was taken, a 
reproduction of which appears in this hook. 
Another important occurrence in 
I r. Robarts' ministry was the 
surrender of the ownership of the pews by their original purchasers, 
During his time, too, St. Peter's was renovated and u,;ed for funerals: 
hut when the new 'Yelland Canal, which passes very near the site of 
the church, was in course of construction the congregation rlecidcd 
tu pull down the old building. 
In 1879 the late Bishop Thorold of Rochester (and afterwards of 
\\ïnchester), who was travelling in America, came to visit the parish 
called after his family, and preached in St. John's church, 
In 1880 Canon Robarts died at his birthplace in Barbadoes; and 
his loculIl tenens, the Rev. \y, E. Gral:1ame, was appointed to the 
vacant rectory. III health obliged 
Ir, Grahame to go ahroad for a 
considcrable length of time, and during his ahsence the parish was 
in the charge of the Rev, C. R, Lee. In 1886 the Rector retired 
permanenth.. He was succeeded by the present incumbent, the 
Rev, p, L. Spencer, now Rural Dean of Lincoln and \relland. 
Besides preaching at Thorold and Port Robinson and attending 
to the regular duties of a parish that covcrs an area of thirty square 
miles, 
Ir. Spencer has, until recently, conducted services at Allan- 
hurgh during the summer months. 
In 1885 a new pipe organ, with t\\'o octaves of pedals, was 
erecterl in St. John's church. 
In I g90 the church was renovated throughout: R hrass altar rail, 
the gift of the ladies of the congregation, wa.. substituted for the old 
oak one, whiie at the same timc a handsome brass lectern was 
presented to the church by Mr, and 
lrs. \\, J, Fry of Summerhill 
I louse, (..)ueenstown, Irehnrl. Somc time beforc thi.. a spire was 
added to the tower, so that both tlw exterior and the interior 
of the church havè becn con
ider.\bly changed during Tt'cent 
years, The service hooks still used at St. John's wcrc the gift of 

I rs, George Keefer; and the handsnme clock, which was hrought 
from Europe, was J,!;iven In' Bishop Fuller's family. 
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In 1894 the bell, which had been re-cast, was again hung, the 
names inscribed on it being those of the Rector and the Wardens 
for that year. 
The congregation of St. John's also possesses a very gooù Sunday 
School building, which stands within the church grounds, 
In St, Paul's Church, Port Robinson, are several memorial win- 
dows. That in the chancel is very handsome; it wac;; given by the 
Coleman family, "In memory of Sarah Coleman, died Jan. 16th, 
1887, and Dilly Coleman, died Jan. 4th, 1888." Four double win- 
dows have been presented to the church in memory of the following- 
persons: George Jordan, who died in December, 1852, his wife, 
Elizabeth Jordan, who died in 1897; 
lary A. Wilson, Sunday 
School Superintendent, and John p, Abbey, who died in December, 
1877 ; Hugh Ross, who died in 1878, and William B. Jackson, who 
died in July, 1882 ; Catherine Rea vie)', J 869, her grandson, C
un- 
eron ReavJey, 1886, and \\ïlliam Reavley, the last mentioned having 
died in February, 1885, 
In the tower is a wheel window, the gift of Mr. E. (;. Orme, 
while that over the door was presented by Mrs, Margaret Bennett. 
St. Paul's had been in existence for more than half a century 
before it possessed a proper font. At last, in 1895, a well carved 
font of Queenston stone was made in the village and placed In the 
aisle of the church, 
Among the many church dignitaries who ha\'e preached III the 
parish, some ha\"e already been mentioned. Besides Bishop Thor- 
old of \Vinchester, the first Bishop l\lountain of Quebec (who was 
appointed before the clo.,e of eighteenth century), and Provost \Yhit- 
taker, the first head of Trinity UnÌ\"ersity, the pari-.h has had the 
privilege of hearing Bishop Strachan, Bishop Bethune, Bishop Ham- 
ilton:of Ottawa, Bishop Sullivan, who has only rccently retired from 
the diocese of Algoma, the present Bishop of Niagara, the Right 
Rev, J, P. ))u :\Ioulin, and the first Bishop of (2u'Appclle, the Right 
Rev. Adelbert Anson, a brother of the Earl of Litchfield. 
The church officers elected at the Easter vestry meetings of 1897 
are, for St, John's: Rector's Warden, George H, Shaw; People's War- 
dcn, Thomas Lampman: Lay Delegates to the Synod, James \\ïl- 
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son and Capt. Hugh James. For St, Paul"s: Rector's ""arden, 
Charles Hansell; People's ""arden, A, B. Fry; Lay Delegate to 
the Synod, R. A. Abhey, 
THOROLD PRESBYTERL\X CHURCH, The history of })resbyterian- 
ism in the Niagara District is a history of patience, pluck and perse- 
verance, The hardships of the early settlers were shared by the 
pioneer missionaries to such an e),.tent that the very story of their 
lives is as entrancing as the ,"'eritable tales of mission
ry experience 
to-day in distant lands, The history of the Thorold Presbyterian 
Church is but on
 chapter. As early as 1801 Preshyterian 
ervices 
were held in the Township of Thorold. The Rev. Daniel \\". East- 
man, a licentiate of the Morris County (U.S.) Associate Presbytery, 
hegan his ministry in 18::> I at Beaverdams and Stamford, Travers- 
ing the country, he preached the Gospel to the solitary settler:"> 
whom he found scattered throughout the wild, He was ordained in 
1802 by the Ontario Association in East Palmyra, N. Y., and 
returned to continue his lahours among the Scotch settlers at Stam- 
ford and district, among whom he lived until 1850, when he was 
compelled to retire because of failing <;ight. He afterwards became 
totally hlind, and died in 1865. His name is still revcred by 
many of the older people, and he is spoken of as the father of Pres- 
hyteri3.nism in this district. I )urinß the first fifteen years of his 
ministry 
is stipend was seldom more than fifty dollars in hard cash. 
The services at Beaverdams ha\'ing heen discontinued, an 
appointment was made in Thorold, where a mission was e"tahlished 
which was ministered to hy different men, atl1on
 whom was the 
Rev. William Rintoul, who afterwards became minister of 
treets- 
ville, from which charge he was released in 1848 to take the position 
of Profe
sor of Hehrew in Kno),. College, Toronto. He was fol- 
lowed hy the Re\". .\ngus 
lcIntosh, who wa!oo 
ent out to this 
country hy the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotl.md, to 
('n
age in missionary work. While stationed at fhorolù he ministered 
to the Presbyterians at St. C3tharines, Port I )alhousic and other 
points on the \relland ('anal. There i
 a halo of H
nl'ration around 
his name in the minds of those who still remember him, J Ie was a 
faithful preacher and /('alous worker. H is life in this comnHIIlÏtv 
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was characterized by exceeding generosity, not stinting the posses- 
sions he had for the relief of those in need. He was known on one 
occasion at least not only to empty his pockets of all his a\'ailable 
money, but even to take his coat off his back in order to clothe a 
needy emigrant whom he met in St. Catharines. He returned to 
Scotland about the year 184 r. The services of the liLtlc congrega- 
tion were held at this time in a school house on the west side of the 
WeIland canal. But, as circumstanèes compelled them, they wor- 
shipped in different halls in the village. This moving from hall to 
hall seemed to give the little company cohesion and strength. So 
they continued to increase in numbers. About this time (184 I), the 
congregation of Knox Church, St. Catharines, having been organ- 
ized, they began to seek the settlement of a minister among them, 
The Rev. John Porteous, from the United Secession Church in 
Scotland, arrived in St. Catharines about the beginning of January, 
1842, a nd after officiating for the greater (Jart of that year he \\'as 
inducted into the pastoral charge of the congregation on the 7th of 
December of the same year, He had the care of the :\lission Con- 
gregation of Thorold, to whom he ministered every alternate Sabbath 
afternoon until his resignation in the month of 4 \ugust, 1847, He 
was succeeded by the Rev. Alexander Henderson, a new arrival from 
Scotland: he was called and settled as the minister in charge of 
the united congregation of St. Catharines, Thorold and Port Dal- 
housie on the 24th of November, 1847. 
fr. Henderson's term of 
office was short, although he laboured with success. In the 
fall of 1850 he resigned his charge and returned to Scot- 
land. For the space of t\\"o years thereafter the congregations 
were without a pastor, until the 28th of _\pril, 1852, when the Rev, 
John :\lcClure was ordained and inducted as minister in charge. In 
the fall of the same year (1852) the members li\'ing in and around 
Port Dalhousie sought the pri\"ilege of organization as a regular con- 
gregation, which was granted by the Flamboro Presbytery. Follow- 
ing the worthy example of Port J)Jlhousie, we find the following 
minute in the Session Records of St. Catharines, dated 3rd of April, 
1853: "The \loderator laid on the table a petition from the 
tation 
in Thorold to the Flamboro Presbytery, praying to be organiLC'd into 
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a congregation separate and distinct from that of St. Catharine
, and 
to receive a supply of preachers with a view of caIling one to be 
their pastor, and reluested on the part of the Thorold station that 
the same be transmitted to the Flamhoro Presbytery at its first meet- 
ing. l'he Session, having considered the petition, unanimously 
granted the request, and we hereby transmit said petition tu the 
Presbytery with recommendation to grant the prayer of the 
ame," 
Subsequently the Presbytery took action and organiæd the congre- 
gation with forty-nine members in the fall of 1853. 
Now, having attained their majority and having been released 
from their tutelage under the care of St, Catharines, and realiáng 
their independence from any other congregation, the members of 
Thorold began hearing candidates with a view to calling a pastor. 
This continued until, under the Providence of God, the Rev. 
William Dickson preached. He was called, and, having accepted, 
was thereafter inducted as the first regularly ordained pastor of the 
Presbyterian Congregation in Thorold in the year 18 5-t-. At this 
time the congregation worshipped in the town hall, but soon after 
Mr. Dickson's settlement the congrl'gation grew so rapidly in num- 
hers and in general pro5perity that they began to realize the neces- 
sity of building a place of wor:-:hip. This sentiment was precipitated 
into immediate action one Sabbath morning when the cungregation 
assembled for public worship in the town hall. The hall h.ld been 
rented from the authorities on the previous Saturday for a pugilistic 
encounter, and in consequence everything was in such disorder that 
the humhle worshippers felt the incongruity of their position. Thus 
they were compelled to prompt action, and during the I'ourse of the 
week, under the united efforts of 
I r. John Band, 
lr. (;corge (;ray 
and 
I r. Kichol, a suitable site \\ as secured from the late Dr. RoIls, on 
whil'h to build a church of their own. The action of these ..turdr 
memhers was heartily supported by the congregation, with the result 
that in a few months tht' brick building which still 
tands on (hmond 
:-.treet was IHliit and opened for public worship in the year 18 59, 
:\[r. I )ickson's pastorate continued until the act of union took place 
h
tween thc Free Church and the United Presbyterian ('hurch in 
I X61. after which date the church in Thorold hccanw cOIlllt'ctl'd 



144 


HISTORY OF THOROI D 


with the denomination then known as the "Canada Presbyterian 
Church." This step caused Mr. Dickson's retirement and return to 
Scotland, his native land. The congregation was then without a 
regular pastor until in the fall of I 863, when the Rev. Robert 
\Yallace accepted a call extended to him. During l\Ir, \Yallace's 
incumbency, which lasted about five years, services were conducted 
by him in Drummondville as well as in Thorold, in which place he 
afterwards resided until the completion of his pastorate, H is 'Work 
was effective and the cause grew apace, until once again the congre- 
gation were brought face to face with the possibility of losing their 
pastor, he having received a call to the West End Presbyterian 
('hurch, Toronto, This call Mr. \Vallace accepted, and the people 
of Thorold had reluctantly to comply, In the year .868 they were 
again seeking for a minister among the available men, and after 
prayerful and expectant waiting their choice fell on the Rev, Simon 
C. Fraser, M. A" who on the 2nd of December, 1869, accepted 
their call and was inducted to the pastoral charge of Thorold. This 
pastorate continued for the space of six years. 1 )uring Mr. Fraser's 
term of office the congregation of Thorold acquiesced with the 
general mo\'ement throughout the Presbyterian churches of Canada 
for union. This union took place in the year T 87 5, and the 
denomination thereafter became known by the title of "The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada," which it still retains, With the 
strength which naturally flowed from such a union, Thorold began 
to realize its responsibility in caring for the Presbyterian families in 
the outlying districts, and through the effort of the Session services 
were conducted in Merritton, and so effective were they that 
on the 19th of July, 1876, Merritton was raised by an 
act of the Presbytery of Hamilton to the status of a regu- 
larly organized cungregation, and members of Thorold to the 
number of thirty-eight joined themselves to the new congregation. 
The new church was placed under the fostering care of the 
minister and session of Thorold, 
[r. Fras
r, realizing the approach 
of old age with its natural infirmities, began to seek release from 
pastoral work, 'and fi n3 II y on the 2 9t h of Septcm her, 1876, the pas- 
toral tie was severed and l\Ir, Fraser retired from the actiH' duties of 
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the ministry. This vacancy continued until the 4th of October, 
1877, when the Rev. C. [), McDonald, haviñg been called from the 
congregation of Point Ed\\ard in the Presbytery of Sarnia, was 
inducted, While:\[ r. 
[c Uonald was pastor the congregation grew 
with leaps and bounds as the result of earnest, faithful work, This 
continued until their church building was found to be wholly inade- 
quate for the' requirements of the congregation. The people with 
the same zeal and indomitable energy that had characterized them 
through their whole history immediatel
' took steps to ha\'e a new 
and larger church built, The site on the corner of Ormond and 
Claremont streets was bought, and the solid stone structure in 
which the congregation still worship was erected at a cost of about 
$ I 3,000. The ('orner stone was laid in (883, and the building 
completed and opened for public wor,hip in the month of 
lay, 
1884-. The little brick church which had been the first church home 
of the Presbyterians of Thorold soon afterwards passed into the 
hands of the Baptist denomination, to he used by them for divine 
serVice. After a fruitful and prosperous (Jastorate of nine years 

Ir. 
[c))onald received a call to Kildonan Presbyterian church, 
near Winnipeg, which he accepted. H is name is still honored 
while others ha\"e entered to continue the good work he 
carried on, The pastoral tie having heen sc\'ered in the 
month of 
[arch, 1890, thc congregation began to !.clk lor a suit- 
able successor. They were led to call the Re\". J. W. 
[itchell of 
Port Hope, who 
ignified his intention to accept, and the 
Presbytery of Hamilton, after the usual process, inducted him into 
the pastoral charge on the 2nd of December, I8yo. This pastorate 
continued for but four years, when 
lr. :\litchell resigned in order 
to give himself more fully to e\"angelistic work. Thus on the 2nd of 
February, 1895, the Presbyterians of Thorold found themsch-es 
again without a pastor: hut they w
re not Icft long without a 
minister, for on October the 24th, 1895, the Rc\'. \\ïlliam .\. Cook, 
from the congregation of Dorchester in thc London Prt:sbytery, was 
inducted to the pastorate, which he 
till holds, with en.'n' evidence 
of success and prosperity.for thc future, 
This doses the short chapter in the history of Pr
shyterial1ism at 
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Thorold, which. being of a sturdy character and tenacious, is likely 
to develope to greatcr" and still greater proportions as the years 
roll on. 
RO:\L-\
 CATHOLICS. The first Christian to visit the Neutrals. or 
Tobacco Nation, that inhahited the i\i.1gara Peninsula was the Rev. 
Father Joseph de la Roche Daillon of the Franciscan Order, who 
came to this country in 1625 with Fathers Breboeuf and Lallemont, 
the famous Jesuit martyrs; while the first ma
s ever said in the 
i\iagara Peninsula was offercd up at or near the mouth of the Cram} 
ri\"er, where the Sulpician priests, Galinee 
lI)(J De Casson wintered 
in the year 1669, and. ..ccording to the journal of Father Galinee, 
said mass every m.)rning. .\fter the expulsion of the Xeutral nation 
Father Hennepin visited their successors. .\mong the C. E. 
Loyalists who settled here in J 783 there wt.;re no Roman Catholics. 
the first settl,ers of that faith being some French refugees who bad 
fled to England during the French Re\'olution, A corps of French 
gentlemen who had borne arms in His Brittanic 1\lajesty's !?en'ice 
under the Comte de !)uisaye, were granted lands in the present 
township of Niagara, upon the recommendation of the Duke of 
Portland, but thro:Jgh their total ignorance of pioneer life their 
settlement was not a success." 
There were very few Roman Catholics in Thorold township until 
the.construction of the Weiland canal brought a large number of 
Irish immigrants into the district. C ntil 183-1- they were ministered 
to by the priest stationed at Kiagara; in that year a frame church 
was built at St. Catharines, and the Re
'. J, 1\1. Burke appointed to 
the charge. From that time until 1853 the Thorold p
uish was, 
associated with St. Catharines. 
The year 18.p brought four thousand men. a large number 
having families with them, to work on the cnlargement llf the canal. 
)Iost of these ., cana1Jers ., wcrc Irishmen, The names of the Rt \'. 
Dr, Constantine Lee and the Rev. Father :\1 cI )onagh will ever be 
remembered in connection with the Roman Catholic missions along 
the canal. It is said that Father McDonagh knew c\'ery one of the 


* .. The Catholic Church in the '\iagara Peninsula," by the '"cry Re\". Dean 
Harris. 



lllll{CIi ES 


qï 


\\orkmen by name, and his power mer the men has alreadv bcen 
spoken of in these pages. 
I n 18
 1 the first mass offcred up at Thorold was said by the 
Rev. Dr. I.ee in thc hOllse of Thomas O'Brien," I n 18
3 a frame 
church was built in thc ,illagc, considerable help having been 
rccei,'ed towards its erection from the Protestants of the place, The 
first resident priest was appointed to Thorold in 1853, in the per'\on 
of the Rev. 
Ii('hael 
IcLaughlin. Between 1855 and 1860 the 
Yery Re'". B, Crattan, assisted by his nephew, the Rev. P. Conway. 
had charge of the parish, The Dean was vcry popular with all 
classes, his self-denying labors endearing him to hi.. more faithful 
parishoners, while his Irish wit made him a great favorit(' e"en with 
the less spiritually minded of his flock, 
Iany good stories are told 
ot the way he used this sense of humor in curtailing hi
 nephew's 
sermons, which often went far b('yond the limit which the late Chief 
Justice Coleridge considered proper, The parish to which these two 
priests ministered included St, Catharines. !\[erritton. Thorold, 
Smithville, I )unnville and Port Colborne, 
In January, 1860, the Rev. E. O'Keefe was appointed parish 
priest of Thorold, hut in ,\pril of the same year he gave placc to the 
Rev, Father Christie. 
III health obliged Father Christie to be relie,'cd bet\\een IS62 
and T 865, when Father \\" ardy tOl)k his place. Two years later he 
was obliged to retire permanently, when he returned to his natiyc 
diocese in France. He was succeeded here in 4\Ugust, 1867, by the 
}{e,'. John Grihbin, who was in turn followed hy the Rev. 
lichael 
0 0 Reilly in the 
pring of 1869, In two years again another change 
occurred, and the Rev. Father Labourian was placcd in charge, In 
l\ovemher of the same year, 1871, the Rev, r. J. Sullivan was 
transferred from 
\djala to I'horold. where he has 
ince remained as 
permanent pastor. 
On the first Sunday in Uctober, 1878, the cornerstone of the 
IWW slone huilding -the church of ()ur I ady of the Holy Rosan" 
was laid by hi
 grace the late. \rch bishop Lynch, The construction 
of the building \\'a-; neces
arily slow, a'i it \\as. Father Sulli,'an's 
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aim to keep it free from debt, so that it might be consecrated as 
soon as finished. The roof was put on in 188 r, and for ten years 
services were held in the basement, work being done on the upper 
part whenever circumstances permitted. On the 19th of June, r 892, 
the church, having been completed, was formally consecrated by the 
Right Rev, R. A. O'Conner, Bishop of Peterborough; 
\rchbishop 
Walsh of Toronto occupied the throne, while several of the clergy 
were present in the sanctuary. The sermon was preached by the 
Very Rev, Father McInerney C. S. S. R. of Toronto, and the Arch- 
bishop also addressed a few words of congramlation to the 
congregation, adding a glowing tribute to Father Sullivan, to whose 
great zeal the erection of this splendid building was due. 
The total cost of the new church, including altars, pews. etc", has 
been about $43,000.00. 
On the 1 5th of 
\ugust, 1893, Father Sulli\"an celebrated his 
sih'er jubilee, his ordination having taken place twenty-five years 
before, 
In 1874 a convent was built at a cost of $6,000,00, and six 
Sisters of Charity of the St. Joseph's Order are now stationed here. 
Besides assisting in parochial work, they teach in the separate school 
and also give lessons in music and other branches, 
The church committee is made up of the following otTIcers: 
Chairman, David Battle; Secretary, Edward P. Foley; Treasurer, 
the Rev, T. J. Sullivan: P. McMahon. M. Battle, rl.. l\IcKea
ue, 
Thomas Foley, Frank Poulin, M. Jordan. 
The societies in connection with the church are the League of 
the Sacred Heart, the Y oun
 Ladies' Sodality, the Angel
..: Society, 
the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association, the Ladies' Aid Society 
and the Young Men's IVlutual Improvement Society. 
In connection with the Thorold parish there is maintained a 
mission church at Port Robinson, which was built in 1876, at a cost 
of $1,500,,00, The congregation is very small. Services arc held 
there twice a month. 
HOLY TRI!"\ITY CHURCH, FONTHILL. Holy Trinity church was 
built in the year 1852. It was first opelled for public worship at the 
time of its consecration in October of the same year. The erection of 
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the church was largely due to the liberality of Alfred \\'il:ett, lJe:\ter 
IYEverardo, Robert Holdrich, George Gamble, H, Price and Robert 
Shaw. 
Ir. J)'Everardo not only furnished money. but he gave also 
the lot on which the church now stands, 
The Rev, Donald l. F. 
kl eod wa!' the first incumbent. He 
was succeeded by the Rev, John Creighton. who held the charge for 
eight years" Then in August, 187 S' the Rev. James Morton wac; 
made Rector of 'Yelland and Fonthill. His incumbency laskd 
until 1880, when the Rev, R, C. Caswell was appointed. The 
clergy who have succeeded him ha\'e been the Revds, Jones, Piper 

nd (;ardiner. while the present incumhent is the Re\', Gabriel 
Johnstone, 
C
lTED HRETHRE
-The only church in the township belonging 
to this denumination is that popularly known a
 the U, B. church, 
near the Hurricane Road. As there are five congregations within 
the county. it may not he amiss to gi\'e some account of the origin of 
this body. 
To two independent workers, imbued with the :,al1le ideas, the 
founding of the church is due, The Rev. Philip William Otterbein 
was a distinguished minister of the (;erman Reformed Church. and 
while still a young man he had made a name for himself as a speaker 
and scholar. After his appointment to a charge at I.ancaster, Penn- 
syh-ania, he began to preach against the lifele
s formality of his ,)\\"1". 
church, and he at once e
tahlished prayer meetings, in which the 
laymen might have better opportunities for labor. At the same time 
the Rev, 
1arrin Boehm, a tealous 
lennonite. influenced by the same 
convictions, wa<; eng
ged in a similar kind of work. At a ., Great 

[eeting " held ahout 1766, in a harn at Lancaster, these two men 
met, and acknowledged their hrotherhoud un hearing cach other's 
VIews, Suggested by this occurrence, the name ., United Brethren 
in Christ" was gi\'en to the <knomination which, though not fonnl'd 
until many ye.us afterwards, prim:Hily aro
e from this meeting, 
ot 
until I ßoo were the socicties that wert
 interesh'd in the 1}10\"ement 
f()rmall
' united. I n that year 
[anill Boehm and Philip (hterhein 
were appointed Bishops of the nl'\\ ly iormed church. Since that 
time the denomination h
s grown steadily: its memhership is ncarly 
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a quarter of a million, while 2.192 preachers minister to 4,250 organ- 
ized congregations. 
In 1871 and 1872 two evangelists of the United Brethren. 
Abram Sherk and 1\1. !\foscher, held meetings in the school house 
near the Hurricane Road, and a new congregation sprang up here. 
A church was built, and in October, 1873, it was dedicated by Bishop 
\\'eaver of Carroll County. Ohio, The first trustees were Abraham 
Tice, Ephraim Shupe and Jacob lJamude. sr. The Presiding Elder 
for Ontario, the Rev, J. P. Cowling of Berlin. who is appointed by 
the Ontario Conference, visits the church every three months tu 
hold sacramental or quarterly meetings. Since the congregation was 
formed it has been ministered to by many different pastors. These 
men usually remain from two to three years. In the order of their 
incumbency they have been: 
J. David B. Sherk and James Andrew Learn, 
2. Dayid B. Sherk and :l\bram Sherk, 
3. J, S, RiddJe. 
4. Samuel E. Corman\". 
5, Samuel J. Nunn, . 
6. Charles \V. Bachus. 
7. Robert A. Clarke. 
g, John Spencer. 
9. Jacob J\feCoombs. 
10. \V, N. Tvrrel. 
I I. \V, M. Karstedt. 
12. (;eorge H. Bachus and (;. \r, Houseman, 
13. Benjamin Bachus and J. Purdy. 
q. Isaac \\". Groh. 

r. Groh is still in charge of the church, 
The trustees at the present time are: William \VilsOl
, Thoma!; 
Clark, David Smith. Nelson Robins and Jacob \r. I )amude, jr. 
BAPTIST. Until J 887 there was no Baptist Church in Thorolù,. a 
Sunday street-car service having made it possible for mt
rnbers of 
this denomination to attend public worship in St. Catharines, How- 
c\-er, by this time their number had so increased that they decided to 
organize a separate church at home. The Preshyterians had lately 
mO\ed to their new stone building, and the old brick church on 
Ormond street was now in the hanùs of \\ïllianl l\lcCleary, and this 
the Baptists hoped to secure. The late I.. G. Carter of Port \01- 
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horne furnished $100.00 a!' the nucleus of the purchasing fund, "-, 
J. Rohertson, then mana
er of the Thorold branch of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce, and James Jones, of the firm of Howland & 
Jones, hought the property for $750.00, and the little congregation 
assumed the responsibility of paying for it. On the evening of .\pril 
25th, 1887, a meeting was held, at which the membcrs made them- 
selves personally responsible for the purchase by the carrying ('f a 
motion, moved hy John H, Thompson: "That the action of Brethren 
Robertson and Jones in purchasing the old Presbyterian Church be 
approved by this meeting, and that the financial obligation incurred 
in such action be accepted and assumed by the church now about to 
be formed here." The importance of this motion will be recogniLCd 
when i
 is stated that there were only five men belonging to the 
original congregation, Each of these ga\'e largely of his own means, 
and one pledged one-third of his life in!'urance towards the church 
debt. 
The first officers were: Clerk and Sabbath School Superin- 
tendent, John H. Thomp
on ; Treasurer, W. J. Robertson; 1 )eacons, 
James J ones and \\T. J, Robertson: Trustees, W. J. Robertson, James 
Jones and John H, Thompson. 
The little congregation grew rapidlv, and before long its haptiæd 
members numbered over forty, 
The brick church, after haying a ve!-.try and baptistry L1dded, was 
opened by the Baptists on :\Jay 15th, 188], when the Re\", 1 >T. 
Castlt.', Principal of l\1c
I<I
ter Hall, preached, 
At first the services were taken hy Baptist students, tlw' pastor 
during the summer of I R8i being Ernest (;rigg, \\ hù afterwards 
hccame a missionary to Burmah, under the .\merican Baptist 
). oreign M i
si()n Boarò. During the following summcr B. I>avi(;s 
was in charge, In 188l) the Rcv. (;. L. \\ïnet was called to the 
pa!oltorate, hut he remaincd only one year, and the church was again 
sef\'cd hy students. During 1890 B. \r, (;rigg, brothcr of Ernest 
(
rigg, lahOl cd here, and he was !oIlHTeedcd by Erne!olt 
 orman, \\ ho 
was stationeù ill Thorold during the summer of 1891. \\" s. 
k 
. \Ir inc occupil'd the pulpit in 18l)z, ,md in the following year the 
congregatioll cxtended a call to J. (
. C. In'ine or Port Burwell, 
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Mr. Irvine was ordained at Thorold, and labored here for eighteen 
months. \Vhen he resigned his charge the congregation a Hied them- 
selves with the Lyman-street Baptist Church of St. Catharines, under 
one pastorate, and since that time they have had only an afternoon 
sen'ice each Sunday. The Rev, R. Carsicle, a returnerl 11lISSlOnan" 
from India, now ministers to both churches. 
The zeal of the congregation is not confined to the local 
work of the church, but extends also to the liheral support 
of both home and foreign missions. The Sabbath School, which 
was organized when the church was opened, pays its own running 
expenses, and also gives a weekly offering to the missionary fund. 
The church societies consist of a Baptist Young People's Union 
of Christian Endeavor, a Ladies' Aid Society and a "'omen's Mis- 
sion Circle, 
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST. This is the title assumed 
by the Christian Scientist body at Thorold, a few of whom gathered 
first in 1893. Since that time they have continued their meetings 
regularly. In 1893 they engaged a hall or meeting-room in 
lcAr- 
thur's block, Front street, where for a time two public services were 
held every Sunday, besides a Sabbath School, while a meeting also 
took place on Friday evening. In April, l895, a new order of ser- 
vices was instituted, and since that date only one public service has 
been held on Sundays. 
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(;o\"ernor Simcoe's efforts in the calise of educatIOn. The Royallirant of 500,000 
acre!> in 1797. Eight (jrammar Schools estahlished in 1807. Township 
Schools Act of 1816 and 1820.. Xine Common Schools in Thorold in 1817. 
First School-houses. Early teachers. General progress. Dr. Ryerson, 
Superintendent of Education, First free school. Foothill High School. 
ThoroM High School. School Act of 1871. Present state of affairs. 


" Relt:s:io, Sciell/ia, fiber/as," the motto of the present Education 
Department, embodies the three-fold aim of Governor Simcoe, to 
whom we owe the establishment of the earliest schools in the 
province. Only through religion and knowledge did he concei\'e it 
possible for the colonists to attain to the truest liherty, and although 
he did not live to see his educational plans put into execution, yet 
his name must ever he as..ociated with the school system which is 
one of Ontario's proudest hoasts. .\fter inducing so many C. E, 
Loyalists to settle in L'pper Canada, this first governor gmoe all his 
best efforts to the promotion of their welfare, 6, His purpose was,.' 
sa \'s the Historiographer of the Education I )epartmcnt;'* to whom 
we are indebted for much of the information in this chapter, "to try 
to win hack the more moderate of the disaffected colonists, and to 
provide a congt;nial honw under the old flag for the e"\patriated 
,\ml'rican I,oyalists 1< * * On Simcoe's nomination to hi
 officc 
as Covt'rnor he evidently re\'oh'ed in his mind how hest hl' could 
sccure a solid founclation for the gon'rnment and institutions of the 
youthful colony entrusted to his care, Religion and education Wt're 
his two watchwords'" Through the former he hoped to han' incul- 
catecl ., in all ranks and descriptions of peoplc a sohcr and an indus- 


* .. I>ocumenlary lIi"tory ..f Education in (' PJ
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trious, religious and conscientious spirit, which shall be the best secu- 
rity that a government can have fur its own internal preservation." 
The latter in the form of an endowed university, "with the liberal 
education which it would afford, would be most useful to inculcate 
just principles, habits and manners into the rising generation." 
" Apart from the isolated and desultory efforts to establish private 
schools among the l: nited Empire Loyalists, or to take advantage of 
the garrison schools at the few military posts, nothing was attempted 
in the way of official action in the matter of education until the 
appointment of Governor Simcoe in 1791."* 
It is not surprising in so slJarsely settled a country that our early 
statesmen, including Sir John Simcoe and Lurd Seaton (Sir John 
Colborn e), proposed to found a university when as yet there was no 
provision for primary education in the colony. The great distance 
between the farmhouses made it impossible for young children to 
attend classes, so the work of education had to begin with the olùer 
students. 
The earliest schools in this district were all at Niagara, The 
first was opened by the Rev, Robert Addison in 1792, and the 
second by Mr. Burns, a Presbyterian minister, who established his 
school two years later. In 1797 James Blayney cOl1ducted a school 
in the same town, while Richard Cockrell held e\'ening classes at 
Butler's barracks. Many Thorold persons sent their sons to Mr. 
Addison's classical school, but it is not known if they patronized the 
other institutions, An issue of the York Gazelle in 1796 made the 
confident statement that "As schools were now opened, ignorance 
would be no longer tolerated." 
In I 797 the Crown set apart over fi'"e hundred th"ousand acres of 
land for the endowment of certain educational institutions, those 
profiting by the grant being King's College (or Toronto University), 
the Royal Grammar School, Upper Canada College and the Central 
School of Cpper Canada (also known as the rhurch of England 

 ational School). 
In the July number of the Upper Callada Gao;elle uf 17YY we 


* Hodgins. 
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find this information regarding- the qualifications of teachers at that 
òay: 
., \\'c are happy in being informed that no pt>rson will be coun- 
tenanced or permitted by the (;o\'ernment to teach school in any 
part of this province unless he shall have passed an e"amination 
hefore one of our commissioner.., and receive a certificate from 
under his hand spt'('ifyin
 that he is adequate to the important task 
of a tutor. 
\\' e conceive this piece of intelligence highly worthy of remark. 
as it will, in a great measure, prevent the imposition which the 
inhabitants of this country have hitherto experienced from itinerant 
('haracters, who preferred that to a more laborious way of getting 
through life. 
.\mI, on the other hand, the rising generation will reap infinite 
henefit from it, as it will tend to stimulate ilnò encourage men of 
literary characters to make permanent residence among u
," 
From a book published in 1799. entitled a .. Tour through 
L'pper Canada, by a Citilcn of the United States," we finù that the 
(;ü\'ernment"s policy at that time was to exclude from teaching in 
Canada "schoolma
ters from the States, lest they should instil 
repuhlicanism into the tender minds of tht> youth of the Province." 
In 1807 an act was passed to e!'tablish a (;rammar School in 
each of the eight districts into which the province of Upper Canada 
was then divided. It was aho prO\'ided that thc sum of L
 100 

hould be paid annually to each teacher in these school
. 
:\lth
ugh here and there after the war retired soldiers hclù 
pri\'atc classes for the} ounger chilòrt>n, yet no puhlic schools of an 
elementary ch<lfa('ter were estahlished until 1816. 
I )r. Hodgins' e
planation of the act'*' of that year may well bt' 
inserted here: "To the House of Assem bly are we indebted for 
the first step being wken to found a s\'stl'matic and intellif;ent 
scheme of education for Cppcr Canada in providing for thl. 
e
tahlishment of primary schools in thc se\'eral townships of thL' 
Pro\ incl'. It took some years to accompli
'h this purposc, hut at 
length, in 1 X I fI (nine years after the gr:1mmar s('hools wcrc estab- 
lished), kgislativc proÚ,ion was then lirst made for the l'stablishmcnt 
and maintenan('c of common schools in L'ppl'r Canada. and 1/),000 
($2+000). a largc sum in that day. was annually grantl'd for this 


." .. II isloricaJ S
t"lch of Fdll<'atilJlI in l" PI'l'r C:1I1ad,\."' 
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purpose, and the law provided that the people were 'to meet 
together' in any town, village or township, 'to make arrangements 
for establishing common schools in such town, village or township,' 
at each of which the attendance of pupils should not be less than 
twenty. The law also authorized that three 'fit and discreet 
persons' should be chosen trustees, who were to 'ex3mine into thç 
moral character and cap3city of any person willing to become a 
teacher,' and appoint him. The trustees were further authori.æd to 
make rules and regulations for their own schools and select te)o,.t 
books from a Jist prescribed by a District Board of Education, to 
which they were required to report. The provincial allowance to 
each school was in no case to exceed ,;/;25 ($Ioo)-the balance of 
"alary and contingent expenses had to be made up hy subscriptions. 
No rate-bills or assessments for this purposc were, however, 
authorized. This law was considered as a tentative one, and also as 
an experiment. The operation of the act of 1 
 I 6 was, on its 
passing, limited to four years." 
The Thorold people were quiC'k to profit by this act, and by 
1817 there were nine public schools in the township. There are 
now no official records in existence by which we may ascertain just 
whcre these nine schools were situated. The J )eCew Falls school 
i!' known to be one of the oldest. while Strcet's school at St, Johns 
(now used as a grocery), Hoover's school near Centrevillr, and the 
\Vilkerson school near Beaverdams were probahly among those 
established in 1817. Another was probably the old log school on 
the Chippawa Creek. 
The first school houses were primitive log buildings with the 
desks ranged around three sides of the room. The pupils were 
seated facing the wall, fur in those days very little attention was pnid 
to the physical comfort of the young. The people had to adapt 
themselves to circumstances, and the boys and girls were considered 
fortunate in ha\'ing attention paid to their ment31 development. 
There were no inspectors to see that the light came from the proper 
direction, or that the seats were adapted to the requirement,; of the 
younger pupils, or even to make a report upon the quantity and 
quality of the knowledge instilled into the youthful mind. Young 
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children then sat all day long with the light streaming In their eyes, 
and with no support for their backs. The seats were slabs, placed 
with the flat side upwards and very unsteadily supported by wouden 
pegs driven into their rounded surfaces underneath. Frequently a 
little \'ariety was created in the day's proceedings by the collalJse 
of these seats, which thus served a good purpose in keeping the 
school from the deaùening effects of mere mechanical routine. 
In many cases no doubt their minds were really educated bv 
conscientious and enthusiastic teachers, but often they were 
considered as mere receptacles for a mass of unrelated knowledge, 
I n the small township schools, the first masters were discharged 
soldiers whù h.ld served in the war of 18 I 2. 
lany of these taught 
\'ery indifferently. but in occasional instance
 we find that they 
cultivated in their pupils an nrdent love for arithmetic. " Your 
sums. lads and lasses," wa<; the fayorite command of one of these old 
teachers at the Beayerd;1 ms school whenever he felt that his supply 
of learning in the other branches was falling short of the demand, 
Books were exceedingly scarce in those days, and there was no 
attempt made to have all the pupils use the samc series, Cobb's 
and :\1 urray's spelling hooks were both used, The Bible was the 
(:hid te
t book for reading. The ink uSt'd was made by the pupils 
themseh.es, usually from oak galls or soft maple bark; the pens were 
the old-fashioned goo!.e quills. The text-booh were all printed 
either in England or the C nited States. and in geugraphy and 
history, which were taught only to advanc,ed pupils, a boy was likely 
to kn
)w as much about Spain or haly as about his own province. 
Cradually the schools impron'd, with the general progress of the 
country. Physical infirmity ccased to be sufficient proof of a 
teacher's scholarship, and the disahled soldiers ga\.c place to the 
"peripatetic teacher," who rareh' stayed in am' one schoollunger than 
a term. Onl\' a small proportion of the !.alary came from the 
( ;on'rnment grant, su the remainder had to ht' m:1dc up by suhscrip- 
tion. I Juring tlh' sunH11t:r months the instructors were usually 
women. who rccei\'ed. hesides the gnnt, ahout $1.50 per quarter 
from each pupil. while they" hoarùed around" in the school scction. 
I n the winter men were employl'ù, hut their salaries wcrc larger. 
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since they nearly always charged each pupil a fee of $2.00 3 
quarter. These old-time pedagogues naturally made themseh'es 
as indispensable as possible in the more comfortable houses, 
hut in a populous district they often had no settleù abode, as each 
parent had to give during the term only from three to five days' 
board in addition to fees. as a return for the tuition of each chiid 
sent to the school. 
The third class of teachers were Methodist divinity students, and 
these were in turn succeeded by instructors from the United States, 
Then, when Upper Canada itself offered hetter facilities for the train- 
ing of teachers, a law was passed enacting that none but British sub- 
jects. either by birth or naturalilation, should he employed in the 
schools of the province, In fact, this had been one of the clauses of 
the act of 1816, but it had been practically a dead letter. However, 
with a courtesy not often applied to alien laws at the present day, it 
was officially announced that women from the United States should 
not be excluded by this law, Dr. Ryerson always allowed them to 
teach in Ontario, if, upon examination by the local superintendent, 
they were found to be sufficiently well educated. Afterwards a more 
rigid and uniform system of teachers' examinations practically 
excluded all instructors but those trained in Canadian schools. 
In the early days it was natural that the township common 
schools should offer fewer advantages to pupils than the beller 
equipped institutions in the towns and larger villages, Nevertheless. 
occasionally some university man or other person of wide learning 
found his way into the backwoods, and there ga\'e to the settlers' 
children opportunities for culture that the pupils were quick to 
profit by. The work still lives, but often the name of the teachcr 
has been forgotten. ..\mong those who are still remembered in 
Thorold township are the Rev. \\" Eastman, a Presbyterian 
minister, George Bradshaw, A. Murray and J. Garner, while in later 
days \\'alkden \Iawdesley and James B. I. Hilton were well, known 
teachers, 
The first school housc \\ ithin the limits of what i:; now the town 
of Thorold was built in 1820 on Henry C. Ball's land, east of the 
\Yelland Railway track. The first teacher was a Mr. Rattray. The 
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second school was Guilt at the wcst of the town Oi1 the Keefer 
property, and here :\1 r. l\[ yers taught. A third school was built on 
the Crenville property in the centre of the town. Dr, Kirk was a 
teacher here for a great many years, :\lr. Horner, an Irish teacher. 
was in charge of the school opposite St. John's church for a long 
time. 
In 182 3 a public library was established in the 
outh-western 
corner of the township, It was supported by a vearly subscription 
from the members. \\'hen books became cheaper, and each f3mily 
had better opportunities for buying its own reading matter, this 
institution gradually died out. 
Between 1816 and 18 7 I many acts were passed relating to 
education. but mal1\' of the changes made were merely e"'\perimental. 
After the union of the two Canadas, acts respecting the common 
schools were passed in 18.p. 18-1-3, 1846, 1 S-t 7, J 8.
9 and 18 5 0 . III 
18
4 Dr. Egerton Ryerson was made Superintcndent of Education 
for L' pper Canada, and through his efforts the foundations of the 
present s,'stem wcre laid. Through him a uniform system of e\-ami- 
nations was estahlished. and thus it was ma(h
 necessary that children 
in the out-lying country districts should he as well instructed as those 
living within the limits of a city. 
L"ntil J871 the to\\nship schools 'n:rc go,'erned hy a locali 
Superintendent. .\nlong tho
c who lilled th3.t (,thee in Thorold 
were I >et\:er I >'E,'erardo. James Beatty, the Rt",. Charles \\'alker 
, and Capt. Radcliffe, 
In ,8-1- ï there were fourteen schools ill the township _ onl\' tìH
 
more tha n in 181 7. The h:gislati, e grant was L J 2 I , 7 sh . 1 d., 
while the total s,tlaries p;:tid amounteò to only .J;.6ï8 7 s h. in that 
year. 
For some time the schoul section was allowed the option of 
makin
 up the teacher's s,llary hy adding to the (;overnment grant 
IÌle fees charged for l'ach pupil, or hy ta\.ing the rate-payers an 
amount equal to the ditTëren('e bl'lween the Legislati\'e grant and 
the s,dary guaranteed. In the fall of 1847 a school cOl}\'cntioll \\.IS 
held in helly's groVl', just C.lst of what is no\\ .\IarJatt"s hridge on 
rhl' old ("IIWI. . \ llag \\"[lS pur up ht..'arin
 tl1l" legend .. '-ree 
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schools, the poor man's right." In the course of a speech Dr. 
Ryer-son pointed to the flag and said: "\Yhen that system-free 
schools for poor people-prevails throughout Canada, then will her 
schools and her youth compare favorably with those of any other land 
on the earth." That this prophecy has since been realized is attested 
by the awards made at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in 
18]6, and at the \V orld's Fair at Chicago in 1893, when the Ontario 
system of education was declared to be the best in the world. 
Through the choice allowed between fees and municipal aid, it is 
impossible to state where the first free school in Canada ,was opened, 
but Reaverdams claims that honor for School Section No, 2, As 
there were only a few children in that section wealthy enough to pay 
fees, conse:}uently the attendance was small, and the salary paid was 
utterly inadequate as compensation to a teacher of any ability what- 
ever. In 184] the trustees elected were: Levi L. Swayze, Thomas 
Russell and David Clark. These men, after devoting some study to 
the school law, decided to use the power given them by making 
education free to all in that section. A petition was drawn up and 
signed by the rate-payers, asking permission to tax themselves for 
the support of the school. This was taken to the old Niagara coun- 
cil, which at once granted the section permission to pass a ...oy-Iaw 
taxing the property owners an amount sufficient to make up the 
teacher's salary. The school was then made free to all. .\n Ameri- 
can teacher, Miss Janet Leet of Lockport, was engaged, and at the 
next official visit of the local superintendent the school was pro- 
nounced the best in the township. 
The example set by Beaverdams must soon have been followed 
by others, for the superintendent's report for 1849 records two free 
schools then existing in Thorold. In that year eleven-thirteenths of 
the children of school age were attending public and private schools, 
The same report mentions a privatè school in the village of Thorold, 
kept by Mrs. Peter Keefer. 
In 1854 the Roman Catholic Separate School in Thorold was 
established, in accordance with the act passed in 1850. 
In 1856 the Fonthill Grammar School, which was situated just 
outside of the township, was established. The first trustees were: 
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John Frazer, .M. D., John S, Price, John Scholfield, sen" Dexter 
f)' Everardo, "-hitson C. :\loore and John B. Oxley. For many 
years this was a flourishing institution of learning, and many import- 
ant teachers taught here, including a nephew of Thomas Carlyle. 
In 1876 a new building was required, but the people of Pelham 
refust'd to furnish the amount neces:>ary for it, and therefore the 
school had to be discontinued. 
.\ vCry important school act was passed in 187 I : by it the name 
"Common School" was changed to that of " Public School," and 
the "Grammar Schools" were designated "H igh Schools." The 
provisions are best stated in the following circular of the Ontario 
Education Department: 
CHAR,\CTER OF THE hIPORT.\:\IT SCHOOL LEl;ISLATION OF 187 [. 
The fifth and last series of conventions was held in 1869, and on 
the results of the consultations and deliberations of these conventions, 
I )r. Ryerson framed that crowning measure of his administration, 
which received the sanction of the Legislature in [87 I -twenty-one 
years after the first great departure in school legislation-that of 
] 85 0 . 
For the various objects which he had recommended during the 
years from 1850 to 187 I, liheral grants were made by the Legisla- 
ture. The policy of the (;o....ernmeilt during those years was to 
sustain I )r, Ryerson and to second his efforts to build up and con- 
solidate the s\'stem of public instruction which he had taken such 
pain" to establish. The result was that our school system e
panded 
and grew in every ùirection, and became firmly rooted in the affec- 
tion.,- of the people. In this way it came to he regarded as one of 
the most successful and popular systems of education on the conti- 
nent. And yet, as I have shown. he was continually suggesting 
improvements in it, for he always held that there was room, as well 
as nccessity, for them. 
School legislation, chiefly in regard to high schools and matters 
of detail, took place at intervals during the intervening years, but it 
was in 1871 and 187
that the final legislation under Dr. Ryerson's 
auspices took place, That of 187 I was strikingly progressi\'e and 
took a wide range. That of [87-1- was largely supplemental and 
remcùial. 
The .\et l)f 187 I introduced into our sl'hool law for the first time 
sUlne imp,ntant principles, which, as yet, had not received legislative 
sanction. The) were chiefly those which related, among others, to 
the following matters: 
I. (;o\"l'rnment31, comhincd \\ith improved local, inspection of 
sch()ols. 
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2. A high and fixed standard of qualifications for inspectors of 
public schools. 
3. The abolition of non-certified township superintendents of 
schools, and the substitution therefor of duly licensed county 
inspectors, 
4. The institution of simultaneous and uniform examinations in 
the several counties for teachers desiring certificates of qualifica tion, 
This principle was soon extended to other examinations, including 
competitive examinations in counties, etc. 
5. The fixing and rendering uniform of a higher standard of 
qualification for public and high school teachers. 
6, Giving tht> profession of teaching a fixed legal status, and 
providing more fully and equitably for tht> retirement and united 
support, by the profession and the legislature, of worn out 01' dis- 
abled teachers. 
7. The establishment by law of a national system of free 
schools. 
8. Declaring the right by law, as well as the necessity, of every 
child to attend some school, thus recogni7ing the principle of, and 
providing for, "compulsory education." 
9. Requiring, by law, that adequate school accommodation, in 
regard to school house, playground and site, be provided by the trus- 
tees, for all of the resident children of school age in their localities. 
I 0, Prescribing a more systematic and practical course of study 
for each of the classes in the public schools. 
I I, Discriminating, by a clearly defined line, the course of study 
in public and high schools respectively. 
12, Providing for the e.stablishment and support of collegiate 
institutes, or local colleges. 
13. Requiring municipalities to maintain high schools and col- 
legiate institutes, equally with the public schools, and as part of the 
general school system. 
J 4. Providing, at the option of the ratepayers, for the substitu- 
tion of township boards of education, in place of local trustee boards, 
IS. Authorizing the establishment of industrial schools. 
Such were the main features of the comprehensive and progres- 
sive School Act passed in 187 I. In many respects it revolutioni.æd 
the existing state of things. It gave a wonderful impetus to the 
schools, and to every department of school system -the effects of 
whic.h we feel to this day. 
Thus it was made possible for every child to proceed as far as 
matriculation into any of the universities without paying a cent for 
his education, 
The first Inspector appointed for \Velland County was James H. 
Ball, 1\1. A" who still occupies the position. 
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Since 187 I no radical changes have taken place in the township 
schools. Those now in existence are: 
School Section number 2 (Beaverdams), 
" " "3 (Allanburgh). 
"" 4 (Port Robinson). 
" " "5 (on the Quaker Road). 
" " "6 (near the Hurricane Road). 
" "7 (commonly called the Bouk School). 
Of the Union Schools: number 1 (at the Beechwoods) is sup- 
ported by Thorold and Stamford Townships; number 6 (at DeCew 
Falls) is supported by Thorold and Grantham, Those belonging to 
both Pelham and Thorold are: 
Cnion School number z (two miles West of Welland), 
" ,. "3 (at Fonthill), 
" " "-t- (at St, Johns), 
" "ï (in the X orth-western corner of 
Thorold Township). 
In the town of Thorold, the Public School on the East side 
of the canal consists of four grades with four teachers employed, 
while on the \\T est side the staff consists of two teachers, The 
Roman Catholic Separate School has a large attendance, the teach 
ing being done by Sisters of St. Joseph whu are legally qualified. 
THOROLD HH:H SCHOOL. On the 12th of June, 1857, the 
Count) Council of \\"elland passed an act establishing a Grammar 
School in the village of Thorold, The first Trustees were: the 
Rev. 1'. 13. Fu:Ier, D. I )., the Rev. \\ïlliam I )ickson, Jacob Keefer, 
John Brown, \\"illiam Beatty and John D. 
lurray. Before the 
establi"hment of this school !\[r. Dickson had held c1asses for 
instruction in the higher branches. 
.\t first the staff consisted of only one teacher, Latin was then 
considered the chief subject to be taught in a secondary school, and 
consequently the pupils "ere chiefly hoys, since the study of the 
classics was considered beyond the capahility of the feminine intel- 
lect. The pupils wtre not required to pass any e:-.amination for 
entranct, and for fifteen years or longer the only test was the parsing 
of a <;imple sentence in English, and the solution of one or two 
questions in fractions. These tests wcre applied by the Inspector to 
all pupils enrolled between his half-
 early \ isits. 
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The first master was the Rev. Alex. Dawson, n. A., who held his 
classes in what is now the council chamber in the Town Hall. The 
school was then removed to rooms in the West side Puhlic School. 
The Rev. Donald 1. F. McLeod, B. A., who afterwards became a 
son-in-law of Bishop Fuller, was the second head master. He was 
succeeded by John :\lcNee1y, n. .\., an eÀcellent scholar and teacher, 
whose premature death was a great loss to the school and com- 
munity. Both 1\1r, McLeod and M r. McNeely were graduates of 
Trinity University, Tomnto, and the same collegeJurnished the next 
Principal, James H. DaH, 
l. .. \. 
During .I\1r. Ball's noR/me the school was particularly prosperous. 
It was not then brought into competition, as it is now, with the 
wealthier neighboring institutions. The staff was increased and the 
school was moved to a private house, opposite St. John's Church on 
Claremont street, In 1869 there were five teachers em ployed, 
including those for special subjects, such as book-keeping and paint- 
ing, The (
overnment grant was then the largest received by any 
High School in the cuunty. In 187 I Mr. Ball resigned to take the 
position of County Inspector for \Velland. 
His successor was William Houghton B. .A., a graduate of Trinity 
College, I )ublin. The nðt head master was Alex. D. Cruikshank, 
B. A., who was i.n turn followeù by the Rev, Nelson Burns, _\1. A. 
In Mr. Burns' time the school was removed tu the Me Keague 
building, popularly known as a the barracks," on Pine street, 
Soon after this removal it was found necessary to furnish the 
pupils with better accommodations, and in 1875 the present site was 
bought and a building erected at a cost of $6,000. James Johnson, 
":\L A., and his daughter, '\riss Johnson, conducted the school in the 
new building for one year. _\ndrcw McCulluch, 1\1. A., was the next 
Principal, and he occupied the position for seventeen years, during 
which time more than $500 was spent fur hooks and scienti1Ïc 
apparatus. The first assistant undcr 
[r. McCulloch was 1\1r. P.lge, 
who had taught for some time in the Fonthill High School. Suc- 
cessive assistants were ':\1r. Wilson and .:\lr. Bodùy. In 188-+ H. 
Halliday, B. A" was appointed teacher of mathematics and science, 
and during hie;; time much good work was done. In the fall of 1887 
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he ohtained a position In Ottawa Collegiate Institute, being suc- 
ceeded here by Alexander Campbell, B. A" an honor graduate of 
Toronto Uni\'ersity. The nExt assistant war; Thomas Jamieson, 
R. A., a graduate of Victoria. The prèsent staff consists of : 
A. "T. Reavley, B. A. (Toronto Cniversity), Principal-::\Iodern 
Languages. 
T. J. Walrond, Specialist in l\Iathemati('s-
Iathematics, Science 
and Commercial work, 
.I\1iss Kate 
IcLean, B. .\. (Queen's Cniversity)-Classics, 
Among the former students of Thorold High School who have 
brought honor to their alma mater are \Yilliam :\lcCleary 
1. p" who 
represents the County in the House of Commons, and who has also 
sat for one term in the local Legislature; and p, S. Lampman, B. A., 
Secretary of the Law Society of British Columbia. 
The High School Board of Trustees at present consists of the 
following persons: 
Chairman- David Battle, representative of Separate School 
Board. 
Secretary-Treasurer-\Villiam 
lcClure, 1\1. l), 
:\lembers-\V. J. .Macartney, Thomas D, .McBride, "Tilliam 
:\Iartin, Rev. W. A. Cook, John H. Wilson (representative of Public 
School Board). 
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Thorold Puhlic Library. Founded in 1858 as the Thorold 
Jechanics' Institute, 
First officers, Lectures deli,"ered. Re-organized in 1867. Lectures 
and debates. )Jeans of raising money. Large Go\"ernm
nt grants. 
)Jechanics' Institute made a free library. Present board of management, 
Kewspapers published in the to\\ nship. The Thorold .d(hJocate. 1'\0 
local news. 7l1e rVelland Herald, published for three months at Port 
Robinson. The Thorold Gazette established. Reform in politics. The 
TllOrold J-Veekl;' Chronicle founded. The Trite Pal1'iot. The TllOrold 
.'IIercmy. The 
1Iercury merged into The rVelland Tribu/le in 1872. 
The Thorold Post. 


The following report In itself explains the founding of the 
Thorold Public Library: 
Report of the Thorold :\Iechanics' Institute, organized the 5th of 
February, 1858, with one hundred and ten subscrihing members: 
President-Rev, T. B. Fuller, D. C. L. 
1st Vice-President- J acoh Keefer, Esq, 
2nd " -James Beatty, Esq. 
3 rd " - J, Dumbrill, Esq. 
Treasurer-James Munro, Esq. 
Recording Secretary-Sampson Hawthorn, Esq. 
Corresponding Secretary-""alkden Mawdesley, 
Librarian-John G. Keefer, Esq. 
And a Committee of Management of twelve members, 
The Library now contains three hundred and twenty volumes, 
the four British Quarterly Reviews, and Blackwood's Edinburgh 
Magazine for 1858. 
During the past year five lectures were delivered before the 
Institute, viz.: One on "Reading," by the Rev. T. B. Fuller, )), C. L., 
one on "Glimpses of the I >ark Ages," by the Rev. Burns, onc 
on "The Battle of Life," by David Sharp Esq" one on "Canada, 
Present and Prospective," by J. f), Murray Esq., and one on "Gold 
""orship," by Dr, Theophilus Mack, 
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FIN.\NCES 
Receipts from ali sources for the past year 
Expenditure for past year 


$25 2 50 
233 3 2 


Ralance in hand of Treasurer 
Subscriptions unpaid and due Institute 
Liahilities, consisting of unpaid acc't=-. 
Signed, 


$ 20 18 
$15 00 
8 80 


'\'ALKDE
 
L-\WDESLEY, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
To Honorable p, 1\1. Vankoughnet, 
Minister Bureau .\griculture. 
To the Board of .\udit. 
Toronto. 
No record appears to han
 been kept of any meetings after July 
5th, 1858, but it is said that the Institute" existed" for two or three 
years, when, the receipts being insufficient to meet the running 
expenses, it was closed for a few years, and during that time the 
books were kept in the Town Hall. 
In December, 1867, a reorganiLation took place, and a society 
known as "The Thorold 
lechanics' Institute and Literarv Club " 
was formed, ha.\"ing for its objccts "tIll' diffusion of llseful know- 
ledge" and" the mutual improvemcnt of the members." 
.\ Constitution was drawn up, consisting of 22 rules, or by-laws, 
which appear to have b
en rigidly enfurred, 
I)r. Roht. Johnstone \\ a
 elected President. For the first few 
months the meetings of the cluh wcre held in the old Post Office, which 
was kept for that purpose hy Jacob Keefer. . \fterwarùs they were 
held in the Town Hall; and during I )1'. Johnstone's term of office 
a I.Hge number of deb3tes, Icctures, etc" Were gin-:n by the members 
at their weekly meetings, .\ monthly Journal was also edited hy the 
Cluh, and its contents w
re read and discussed at each monthly 
meeting. rhe lihrary was open one e\ening in the week, 
In ,869 \1 r. James Beatt)' was made President, and ser\"l
d for 
three years, In his time a great many new books were purchased 
for the I.ihrary, and the fir
t Go\"crnment grant, of $100, was 
recei\"eù. The Lihrary was mo\"ed to the Hendershot block, where 
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it has remained till the present day. "'eekly debates and lectures 
were continued all through l\lr. Beatty's term of office, 
1\1r. Beatty was succeeded in 1872 by the late Judge Baxter, who 
acted as President up to the time of his death, a period of twenty- 
one years. During this long term a great mLwy changes took place 
in the history of the Institute. A large number of books were 
added, a reading room in connection with the Library was opened, 
night classes were held during the winter months, and the Library 
was open three nights in the week. 
.-\. great deal of money was raised by means of excursions, 
festivals and theatrical performances. In those days Toronto was 
not so easily reached as it is now, and the l\Iechanics' Institute's 
Annual Excursion by the old steamer Enterþrise was an e'"ent of the 
summer, and was patronized by the town generally, as were also the 
annual strawberry festivals, which were held on Judge Baxter's 
grounds, and the frequent theatrical entertainments. Then the 
Institute had its palmy days, and its financial standing was so 
good that the Government grant amounted to $400 yearly. It 
may be said that a great deal of its success at that time was due to 
the zeal and energy of the President, Mr, David Sharp, 1\1r. James 
Dale, and others, who were indefatigable in their efforts to increase 
the funds. Gradually, however, their means of raising money 
becoming more common, the receipts suffered in consequence: and 
the grants beinf!; thus reduced, it became more difficult to raise 
money. 
.:vIr. Chas, Munro acted as secretary and Mr. S. Cleveland as 
librarian for a number of years during this term. 
.:\1.r. A. 
lcCulloch, 1\1.. _\., was elected President in 1893, In his 
term the Library building was enlarged and a number of new books 
were added, On his removal from town in 1895 Mr. T. E. Simson 
was made President, and in October of that year a petition was sent 
from the :Mechanics' Institute to the Town Council" to take over and 
adopt the Mechanics' Institute acc.ording to an act to amend and 
consolidate the acts respecting Free Libraries and Mechanics' 
Institutes, etc." This the Town Council did, and the old 
l\
echanics' Institute is now a Free Library, and is open to the 
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public on every week night for nine months in the year, and three 
nights a week during the three summer months, 
There are at present on the shelves mer 5,000 volumes, of 
history, travels, biography, etc., besides a number of books of 
reference for the use of students and others, while on the 
tables in the reading rooms may be seen the leading daily and 
weekly papers and all the weekly and monthly periodicals, fashion 
magazines, etc, 

lrs. Garden, the pre
ent librarian, was appointed in 1886 and 
has therefore filled the position for nearly twel....e years. 
It is a fact worthy of notice that Mr. W, T. Fish has heen a 
member of the Board of 
lanagement since the first 
lechanics' 
Institute was organized in the year 1858. 
The present Board of Management consists of the following 
memhers: T. E. :-;imson, chairman, D. J. C. 
lunro, Rev. P. L. 
Spencer, A. 'V. Reavley, E. p, Foley, James Battle, \Y. T. Fish and 
I). E, 
Iillar. 

EWSPAPERS. Seven newspapers have been in ðistence at 
different times in the township, and of these six have been published 
at Thorold. The first was the Thorold Advocate and lVelland 
County Intelligencer, which was issued weekly by A, Dinsmore. The 
first number made its appearance in August, I 8
9. Its motto was 
" :\leasures, not men," and the address was somewhat lengthily stated 
as Thorold, 
iagara District, Canada \Vest. The price was Iosh. 
currency ($2.00), when paid in ad\"arH'c, but suhscrihers who delayed 
the payment were charged I2sh. 6d, No local ncws was gi\"en 
at that time, and we can judge the state of affairs in the 
village only from the advertisements. In these, Buffalo, :\lerrius- 
ville, Chippawa and Fonthill were also well represented. ..\mong 
the more interesting reading matter we find letters from a Thorold 
man who had gone to the California gold mines. 
I n 1852 the I Vella lid ./Ierald made its appearance at Port 
Rohinson. It was published in the interests of Duncan 
k Farland, 
the Reform candidate for Parliament in that year. The fferald was 
issued for only three months, as its usefulness was ended as soon as 
the elections were over. 
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In June of 1854 the Thorold Gazette was established by John 
l), Murray. It was Reform in politics, its motto being: " The 
only guarantee men can have for good government is their power to 
exact it; and the foundation of that power is knO\vledge." Through 
the warmth of its political views we sometimes find it embroiled in 
quarrels with the old Toronto Leader and other Conservative papers 
of that day. The Gazette also omits all mention of local news, but 
touches on several tOIJics of general interest. Among the more 
important items is an extract from the OIJ.'lIlpia Piolleer and 
Democrat, describing the gold fields on Vancouver Island, and 
published in the issue of May 12th, 1858. Another number of the 
same year contains an account of the emancipation of a slave at 
Chatham -no unCOllllllon act at that time, hut one that always 
brought down the wrath of the Southern papers upon Canada. As 
serfdom had been abolished in Upper Canada in 1792, the slaves 
brought irHo the country by Southern gentlemen on their travels 
were always seized here and made free. In those days not every 
family subscribed for a Toronto daily paper, and therefore items such 
as these formed a necessary portion of the local journals. In 1862 
the Gazette was merged into the St. Catharines Post. 
On the first of 
\ugust, 1860, G. \\T. Hopkins founded the 
Thorold 
Veek/y Chronicle and IVelland County Advertiser. ., The 
sun shines for all " was the motto used by the Gazelle's rival. The 
primary object of the Clzronide was stated as "an earnest attention 
to the local interests of the County anù the Town." The paper was 
indepcndent in politics. but it lived only a short time. 
In the fall of 1866, shortly after the Fenian Raid, the Thorold 
True Patriot and TVelland and Lincoln Riforme r was founded by 
John Crahame. It bore the legend: "While we sing' God save the 
Queen' let's not forget the people." The death of l\1r. Grahame in 
1870 caused the suspension of this journal for six months. At the 
end of that time John McGovern, who haù bought the husiness, 
issued the paper under the new title of the Thorold 1I:1amr)'. 
The prospectus of the AJenur)' promised that it should advocate 
" measures of progress, reform anù a return to party government," 
" the opening up of the Crown Lands of the Dominion for immediate 
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settlement," and the strengthening of "the bonds of harmony which 
unite this colony to Great Britain." The Afercur)' lived independ- 
ently until 1872, when it was merged into the IVelland Tribune. 
"Yhen left without a local newspaper the people began to feel 
that the interests of the town should be brought more prominently 
before the public, and an ad,-ertisement was inserted in the Toronto 
daily papers, stating that Thorold was in need of a journal of its 
own. The !\lcCay Bros. of OakviIle profited by this announcement, 
and at once estahlished here the Thorold Post and Niagara District 
Intell(
encer," the first issue of which appeared on :\lay 24 th , 1875. 
Not long afterwards \V. H. Bone became the editor and publisher. 
From 1876 to 1883 he conducted the Post on independent princi- 
ples, but in the latter year it became Conservative in politics. In 
1885 the business was bought by John H. Thompson, who still 
conducts the journal. It is again independent, and now contains a 
lar
e amount of local news. 
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:\len who served in the Revolutionary \Yar. Thorold men in the \Yar of 1812. 
List of the veterans still alive in 1876. Those who went to the front in the 
Rebellion of 1837, History of 1\0. 2 Company. Xames of men in 'Yelland 
Canal Field Battery in 1866. The camp at Thorold. Sir Garnet \Yolseley 
in command A Thorold representatiYe in the 
()rthwest Rebellion of 1885, 
A Thorold man on the Hisle)' team in 1896 


The name, "United Empire Loyalists," given to the American 
colonists who were faithful to the British Government, might, with 
equal propriety, be borne by the successive generations who have 
made their home in this township. Of the original settlers, many 
had served the King in the Revolutionary war, twenty-two having 
belonged to Butler's Rangers. 
When the people of the United States decided one morning in 
I 8 I 2 to "come over and take Canada before breakfast," the French, 
German and British settlers in these provinces at once dropped all 
their political differences, and united in the desperate effort to retain 
British rule in the colony, Several companies of the Lincoln :\lilitia 
were formed, but 3S no records ha\'e been preserved by local histor- 
ians, and as the official reports have never yet been properly 
classified, it is impossible to obtain a complete list of all the Thorold 
men who served at that time. That the harvests for two. or three 
years were reaped by the women and the old men is sufficient proof 
that the township was well represented at the front. A few of the 
names of the active participants in the struggle are those of: 
Jacob H. Ball Isaac Kelly 
Jacob 1. Ball John Kelly 
Capt. John DeCou Lieut. Garrett Yanderburgh 
Harmonius Yanderburgh Jacob Vanderburgh 
Peter Yocom Samuel Heaslip 
Ceorge Turney Capt. George Keefer 
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Several of Robert \\ïlkerson's l\Iajor .\nthony Upper 
sons Jacob Cpper 
John Crysler Hall Davis 
Hugh \\ïlson Jacob A. Ball 
Th
ddeus Davis tewis Clement 
Hiram Sway.æ Samuel Hopkins 
Robert Lowry John Hill (killed at Chippawa) 
Timothy Lowry Samuel Kelley 
George 
rarshall James Heaslip 
A great many of these soldiers belonged to Col. Clarke's 
Company, Xo, 2, Lincoln 
Iilitia. .:\Iost of them were in the 
engagements at Queenston Heights and Lundy's Lane. More than 
once they were allowed to go home to put in a crop, and were again 
('
illed from their agricultural duties by the sound of guns. Such a 
warning of an approaching battle reached the cars of Hugh Wilson, 
John Crysler and Jarob Vanderburgh, who were working on their 
farms near Allanburgh, on the 25th of July, 1814. Hastily arming 
themselves, they ran all the way to Lundy's Lane, reaching the spot 
in time to take part in the most sanguinary ronflict of the whole war. 
In many ways it was natural that such hasty preparation should put 
them at a disadvantage when they rcached the scene of battle. 
Jacob I. Ball, who was an artilleryman, sei.æd a flint-lock nmsket 
and rushed to the Beechwoods when the skirmish took place there. 
Threc times he took aim at Chapin, hut his musket only blazed. 
Afterwards, when a juryman at the :t\iagara Assiæs, he had an 
opportunity of mentioning this occurrence to Chapin, who had come 
over to gi...
 evidence in a case; but the Major did not seem to hear 
any ill will a
ainst him for his good intentions. 
(;eor
e Turney's fate at tlw battle of Chippawa is thus described 
in his father's memorial to 
ir John Sherbrooke, the Governor 
Gen
ral : 
Then, on the day of the fatal battle of Chippawa, my only 
sun'iving son, the stay of my declining years, (;eorge, fell nohly 
contending for the honor and sacred Tights of his King and country: 
he fought under the command of (;encral Riall in capacity of Cap- 
tain of 
I ilitia, leaving me forlorn and disconsolate, but I gavc him 
up as freely as the ties of nature will admit. 
:\fajor UpIJcr had receiH
d his promotion from (;cn, Brock. 
Jacob ..\. Ball was taken prisoner by the .\ml'ricans and kept 111 
the Cnitcù States for two years. 
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In 1876 the Dominion Government presented $20.00 to each of 
the surviving veterans of the war of 1 S 12, as a slight recognition of 
his service in the British cause. Those who recei\"ed the tcstimonial 
in this township were: - Thomas, Allanhurgh ; Louis Clement, 
Thorold; Samuel Heaslip, Port Robinson: Matthias Lampman, 
Thorold; and Peter Yocom, Thorold, 
In 1837 not a few of the men in this township were in sympathy 
with the re
orms advocated by \\ïlliam Lyon Mackenzie, but when 
the Patriot leader attempted to have these political questions decided 
by force of arms, they at once declared themselves on the side of the 
Government, Of those who went to the front the following names 
have lwen obtained: 

[ajor Anthon}" Uppcr 
Captain George Keefer 
Daniel \\ïlliams 
Munson Church 
Garrett Yanderburgh 
Samuel Swayze 


Robert Coulter 
John Keefer 
Alexander Christie 
- Turney 
Daniel (;rem'ilIe 
J [ugh James 


During the Rebellion some of Sir Allan McNab's men wcre 
quartered at the Upper stone house near 
\llanburgh, and also in 
the house at prescnt occupied by Mr. James Upper. 
Two companies of the 19th Battalion, besides J. body of Home 
Guards, ha\-e been in cxistence at Thorold at different times. In 
1862, owing to the excitement caused by the Trent affair, NO.5 
company of the Lincoln militia was formed, with a towl strength of 
si:\.ty-six. John McDonagh was gazetted Captain on December 
19th, 1862, Lord Monck signing his commission. The other 
officers were: John 'l\IcDougall, 1st Lieutenant; John McNutt, 
Ensign; Samud Cleveland, Color Sergeant; C. A, Cleveland, J. 
:\lorley and \\ïlliam Campbell, Corporals. This organization 
existed until 1865, when a new regulation, requiring officers to 
attend the :Military School, caused the retirement of Capt. :\Ic- 
Donagh, and finally brought about the disbanding of his commanù. 
In 1864- 
o, 2 company of Volunteers was organized, with 
George Baxter as Captain and Hugh James as I st Lieutenant. 1\1 r. 
Baxter, who was afterwards County Judge of \relland, was himself 
the son of a British officcr. In 1866 Lieut. James recei\Oed his 
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commission as Captain of the company, and held that rank at the 
front during the Fenian Raid, 
The following is the list of the members of this company who 
were called out for acti ve sen-ice in 1866-7 : 
Captain Hugh James James Mawdesley 
1St Lieut. Binley Benson \\'illiam Martin 
Sergt. Henry Baker George Turner 
Sergt. Robt. Cowling George Newman 
Sergt. James L. Taggart William Orr 
Corporal John Pew Alex. Philips 
Corporal Wm. Winslow Ceorge Rynler 
Corporal Peter Steep James Raynard 
Bugler Thos. Shea Robt. Robertson 
Band 
laster James Weeks "T. S. Smyth 
George \\"eeks (band) Johnson Woods 
Stephen Bradley James Wilkinson 
Henry Boyd 
\lex. Williams 
John Burley Jonathan 
[CNally 
Frank Hrown Tames Snvder 
Price Brown (;eorge G
en\"ille 
Abraham Brennan Patrick Steep 
John Brennan \\"m. White 
kohl. Bradley ..\rchie :\1cPhie 
John Booth eeorge (;alhraith 
Henry Carter Isaac 
1cMann 
David Dale 1acoh Breams 
lames Dale j ,achlin Cartcr 
james Dougherty \\T. 1. Shannon 
Arthur Griffiths Charles Harcourt 
I )avid Griffiths John (;reen 
Isaac Holdswith Charles Ball 
.\Iex. Hoover :\lathe\\' Henderson 
Frank Hartley Ben. 
IcElroy 
Total-55 men and bugler. 
In [866 also, John :\lc()onagh, Dr. ){, J. Johnstone, .\, 
Schwaller, Frank I )orris and others fomed themselves into a Hnme 
Guard to protect the village of Thorold from the rumored ad\'ancc 
of the Fenians. Cntil all fcar of the Fcnians was ovcr the Home 
Guard paradell through the village irom night until morning. 
In 1866, at the time of the Fenian Raids, l';o. 2 Company of 
Thorold, and the \\. cHand Canal Field Battery of Port Robinson 
hoth were ordered to the front. The work done hy the artillery has 
already he en dC'inihed in the account 'of the Fcnian Raids, but it 
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may be well here to enumerate the members of the Battery, who 
served on that memorable occasion. It is a matter of regret that 
,the list given below does not contain the inaccessible names of one 
or two men who joined the Battery the day before the action: 


Capt. R. S. King, M. D. 
1st Lieut. _'\.. K. Scholfield 
2nd Lieut. C. B. Nimmo 
Sergt. Major Richard Hoyle 
Sergt. Thomas O'Neill 
Sergt. Gideon Grisdalc 
Sergt. \"m. Reavley 
Sergt. Thomas Sowersby 
Corporal Jas. 11. Boyle 
Corporal \Ti}roy 
\Ic1,,-ee 
Corporal Stephen Beatty 
Fa rrier 1. Pew 
Bombardier J. 
lcCracken, R.:\., 
(drill instructor) 
Joseph Rea dey 
l)atrick Roach 
John Brad}ey 
John Hanoeston 
\V illiam Broom 
Jonathan Hagar 
J ames Coleman 
"John Carr 
i-Tenry Higgins 
Emerson Peart 
\\ïlliam Cook 
Jacob Garner 
Rohert Off"pring 
Chas. Campbell 
Searle Radcliffe 


Jas. R. Hoyle 
Nelson Hi
gins 
R.ichard Higgins 
Rohert Thomas 
Henry Cole 
Zacharias Lawrence 
Samuel I )ickenson 
Isaac I )ickenson 
.Maurice \\' eaveI' 
John T. Boylc 
Samuel Cook 
John "raters 
Reuhen l\losier 
P. H. Morin 
Fergus Scholfield 
Edward 
\rmstrong 
Robert Armstrong 
Benj. Baker 
John Gravhill 
\\'illiam ébrke 
Eòward Bradley 
Robert (
risc1ale 
(;eo. A. Jordan 
John Crõak* 
Jas. G. Boughner* 
A. \V. Reavlev* 
Geo. \\Teaverf 
Thomas Good t 
\\'m. Hannat 


On the 17th of .\ugust, 1866, another raid being feared, a camp 
was made at Thorold, as that was considered the best strategic 
position, being near the Well and and the (;rcat Western railways, at 
a convenient distance from the frontier, close to the canal, and yet a 
place from which the force could easily reach any thrcatened point 
hetween Port I )alhousie. and Port Colb,)rne. The loth Royals and 


* These were at Limeridge. 
t These were sailing on the lakes at the time of the attack, anù on reaching- 
Chicago learned that their corps had heen engagecl at the front. Thereupon their 
captain. at their request, permittecl them. to join the Battery at oncc. 
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Co1. Denison's Company, the Governor-Gcneral's Body Guard 
(which, by the way, has always been commanded by a Denison), 
came from Toronto to Port I )alhousie at the opcning of the camp, 
and then on to Thorold. The Body (;uarù was at once ordered to 
Chippawa, to picket the Niagara River fron\ that point to Fort Eric 
and around to Ridgeway, where its right flank was posted. From 
that day until the 6th of October this formed the outpost for the 
camp at Thorold. 
The camp itself consisted of 2000 Y olunteers, as well as several 
companies of British Regulars, and lasted for ahout si:\. weeks, The 
tents were pitched at the we"t of the town, chiefly within John 
Keefer's fields. Co1. (afterwards Lt. Gen.) Peacock wa<; in com- 
h\and for the first day, and after that rol. (now Lord) Garnet 
'Volseley was in command. 
The first volunteers reached the camp on the 24th of August, 
among them being the Queen's Own, and the 13th Battalion of 
Hamilton. These two regiments were adrlressed hy the .\djutant 
(;eneral of :\1 ilitia, who came from Ottawa for the expre

 purpose 
of encouraging them after their trying ordeal at Ridgeway. E\'ery 
week 2,000 fresh troops were put through the routine of ramp life, 
so that nearly all the volunteer regiments of Upper Canada put in 
their annual drill at Thorold, in company with Her Majesty's 
Regulars. ..\mong the latter were a wing of the I óth Regulars, (; 
Battery of the Royal .\rtillery (Col. Hostes' Battery), some Cavalry 
and Co\. .\rthur \\ïlliams with his regiment. The 16th Regiment, 
which bore no honors on its colors, "was then popularly known as the 
" Peacemakers," as it had not heen in .my engagement for two 
hundrt:d yt:ars, having always ani\'ed too late for hattlc. C Battery, 
commonly known as the "Grey Hatter},"' from the color of the 
horses, had been all through the lrimean war, and had also scn'ed 
in quclling the Indian 
Iutinr. 
.\s Co\. I >Cni
on's troop patrolled the Niagara River during the 
si\. or seven weeks that the camp was maintained, Colonel \folse\ey 
C\.IH.'(,t<.:d that this c!)rps would gi\'e instant warning if any attark 
should Dccur. Therefore, the companic<; in camp wcre compara- 
tively frec flom n'sponsihility. Onc(' a week a sham hattle took 
pbn'. 
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That Thorold mud bore as bad a reputation then as now is 
eyident from a description of it gi\'en in the .Memorial Y olume of 
Cpper Canada College, The camp is thus described: 
During the summer following the Fenian Raid a military camp 
was formed at Thorold, and the Upper Canada College Rifles uniteù 
with the University Company to form one corps. The battalion was 
landed at Port J >alhousie and marched through St. Catharines to 
the breezy field on the top of the mountain where the Tenth Royals 
and the Thirteenth from Hamiaon were alrc:ldy pitching their tents. 
Here the boys again distinguished themselves hy their light-heartcd 
endurance of discomforts that would hav
 well-ni
h caused a mutiny 
amongst regulars. The ground was rough and hard- ('attle ha
l 
cvidently roamed freely on
r it when the soil was moist. One h.1d 
to select carefully for his couch the precise spot whose physic
1 
geography was most nearly complementary to the angularities of the 
human anatomy. The last duty every evening was a field study of 
the relations between gcology and osteology. When it rained, the 
clay betrayed a most knacious attachment to boots often ill suited 
to such rough usa
e. The camp arrangements were of the most 
imperfect character. Plain rations, however, were abundant. One 
of our number betray(>d extraordinary taients in the culinary line, and 
no " Irish" or " Boston" stew can ever obliterate the memory of his 
achievements. No coffee and butterless bread ever tasted sweeter 
than that partaken around our tent pole every morning. The air was 
pure and bracing, and the drill just enough to make us forget all our 
discomforts in dreamless sleep. Everyone heard with regret the 
orders to break up camp. To this day pleasant memories linger 
around the old camp ground. As illustrating the spirit of the bo}'
. 
I may mentiùn that it leaked out one eyening that a general alarnl 
was to be sounded during the night to test the promptitude with 
which the Volunteers could respond. We determined that, for the 
honour of our corps, we should be the first on parade. Not one 
removed his uniform that night' when he lay down. rhe covering 
sergeant slept in his boots and cross-belt, with his rifle by his side. 
To our great astonishment and chagrin, the sun was shining brightly 
whcn we awoke at reveille. ' 
During the construction of the new canal NO.2 Company was 
often called out to suppress the frequent riots that took place, 
.\fter the Fenian invasion, NO.2 Company "as made a part of 
the 44th Battalion, In 1888 Capt. Jaml
s retired, and was suc- 
cceded by Capt. William Monro, In Ig95 the Company was 
disbanded, and sincc that time Thorold has possessed no military 
organization whatevcr. 
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In the Riel Rebellion of 1885 Thorold had but one representa- 
tive, R. P. Dougan, who was in the Uni\o"ersity Company of the 
Queen's Own Rifles. On his return the town gave him a rec
ption, 
In [896 Lieut. D. J. C. Munro of Thorold was a member of the 
Eisley team, and won five individual prizes, amounting to L I J 
13sh. 6d., the most important of which was one of L8 for the 
Queen's l\Jatch. 1'0 be qualified to enter the first stage of this 
match was considered a great honor, for only the first hundred were 
eligible, out of eighteen hundred competitors, Lieut, Munro 
received the Queen's Badge and L20 additional as his share of t
e 
" team" prizes. 
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LODl,ES AND SOCIETIES 


.\t Thorold, Port Rohinson, Allanburgh, Beavcrdams 
Officers for 1897. I\otcs of interest. 


Lists of first officers, 


THOROLD I>I\'., r\o, 90, SO
s OF TDIPER,\N'CE 
The present Di\'ision of the Sons of Temperance is an outgrowth 
of an older organization known as Hydraulic Division, NO.9. It is 
impossible to tell much about this earlier lodge. Its minutes begin 
July 20th, 1850, and end July 16th. 1861. Among its prominent 
members were: Rev, John Potts, James H, Beatty, Bernard Ball, 
George 
'lcArthur and John Grenville. i\lention is made of a 
lecture given by J. B. Gough of Adelphi Divisron. 
On the 20th of February, 1874, it was re-organized as Thorold 
Division No. 90, which still survi\'es. The preliminary meetings are 
not recorded. The fi rst officers were : 
'Vorthy Patriarch-Andrew Hardie. 
Worthy .."\ssociate-Charles Cameron. 
Chaplain-Rev. J. S, Clarke, 
Recording Séribe- \\ïlliam Ling. 
Associate Recording Scribe-Miss Lucy 
IcConachie. 
Past "Torthy Patriarch-H, D. Watkins. 
Financial Scribe-'Yilliam 
IcCleary. 
Treasurer-lohn H. Wilson. 
Conductor-=-Thomas Horner. 
:\s<;istant Conductor-George Darker. 
Inside Sentinel-Alfred Clarke. 
Outside Sentinel -John (
renvi\le. 
The charter is dated February loth, J8ï4, and is signed hy 
Thomas \Yehster, (;rand Scribe, and (
eorge 
ra('Lean Rose, (
rand 
,\' orthy Patriarch. 
Altogether about six hundred persons have been memhers of the 
Hi\'\sion at ditTercnt times. 
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The present officers are: 
\y, P,- Tas. Hilton. 
w. A.--Mrs, Hilton, 
R, S.-Miss J, Thompson. 
A. R, S.- :\[iss A. Tones, 
F, S,-
liss H, Coòk 
Treas.-M rs. Hilton. 


Chap.-Miss E. Thompson, 
Con.-
liss 1\1. rook. 
A. C.--1[iss J. Taggart. 
I. 5.--1.. Bessey. 
O. S,-E. Thompson. 
Organist -
Iiss J. Thompson. 



\ "CIF-NT ORnER OF l!
ITE{) WORK
IE
, PORT ROBl
so
. 
At a meeting held in Coulter's Hall, Port Robinson, on Kovem- 
her 21st, 1879, Deputy Grand \faster Pennington and A. B. Cook, 
:\1. I )., of Weiland, instituted Charity Lodge, No. 45, A. O. U. W, 
The following persons were the first members and officers: 
Past 
Iaster \\Torkman--Hugh Park, 
L I). 
:\Iaster Workman - \"m. H, .\ndrews. 
Foreman -I )avid Elliot. 
Overseer- James N. Sowershy. 
Recorder-=lsaac E. Hunt. 
Financier-l\Iatthew \rise. 
Receiver-James l\IcCoppen, 
(;uide - Ceorge P. Johnson. 
Inside Watchman-Wm. Ross, sen. 
()utside \Vatchman- Rohert Stark, sen, 
Trustees- Robert Stark, sr., \\ m. Ross, sr.: James :\lcCoppen. 
One hundred dollars was paid for the charter on the night of 
organil.ation. The meetings were held on each alternatí' Friday 
evening. 
I n 1879 the Grand Kecorder was \I. )). Carder, St, Thomas, 
Ont., and the Grand :\Iaster Workman was E, :\1. Porter, 
The following are the officer<; for I R9i : 


:\1. "..-Rohert Rose, 
Foreman- \\'m. Camp. 
( )verseer -James Stark. 
Cuide- George Ross. 
Fin. and R."c.- ,C, B. Bennett. 


R.- (;corge Stark. 
I. \r.- Harmon Kothncirc. 
O. \\,,- Robert Ste\'('nson, 
C. L. R.- C. 1:. Iknnett. 


I hIring the eighteen years of the Society's e:\istencc Charity 
i .odgc has lost only one memher hy death, A number have wit'h- 
drawn from memhership, and a few others, ha\ e joined the lodge, 
TIll' present lIlemh L "rship i<; twel1tY-I'ight. 
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LOYAL ORANt;E LOD<;E No, 519, PORT ROnINSON' 


The warrant for the organization of the lodge at Port Robinson 
was given in 1856 to \Villiam H. Bell by George T, Allen, Grand 
Master. The warrant is countersigned by John Wilson, County 
?\1aster. 
The officers elected in 1856 were: 
1\Iaster- \\ïlliam Bell. 
]). M.-C. A. Darby. 


R. S,- Joseph Reavley. 
Treas.-Thomas Smith. 


The committee was composed of 
lessrs. Campbell, Shafer, 
Radcliffe and Ostrander. 
The following are the officers for 1897 : 


\r. M.-R. A, 
Illith. 
I). 1\1.-] }onald Sharpe. 
R, So-Hiram Young. 
Chaplain-Robert Kemp. 


F. S.-James N. Hansel. 
Treasurer-\Yilliam Booth, 
)), of C.-John Mulholland. 
Lect.-Charles l\Iisener. 


The committee is composed of Isaac Pew, George Misener. 
George Jones and John Smith. 


CANAnIAN ORDER OF CHOSEN FRIENDS, PORT Rom:-Jso:-J 
Jubilee Council, No. 5, Canadian Order of Chosen Friends, was 
organized by \\'. G. Thompson of Humberstone on Dec. ] 5th, 1887. 
with a membership of thirteen, the folJowing being elected officers 
for 1888 : 
Past Councillor-Hugh Park, 1\1. D. 
Councillor-George Ross. 
\rice-Councillor-.\ndrew ] (amilton. 
Recorder-Miles .\1. IVlisener. 
Assistant Recorder-George Stark. 
Treasurer-c. B. Bennett. 
Prelate-John Britt, 
Marshall =-\\'rn. H, Bell. 
\Varden-\Vrn. Grisdale, 
Guard- Jonathan 1. Bradfield. 
Sentry-Charles Moyer, 
Medical E
aminer-H. Park, \1. D. 
. Trustees-James McCoppen, Andrew Hamilton, \V rn. H, Bell. 
In 1887 \Vm, H. Montague was Grand Recorder, which office 
he still holds. James H. Dixon of Hamilton Council, No, I, was 
the first Grand Councillor for the Order of Chosen Friends. 
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The motto of the Order is "Aid and Protection." 
1\0 deaths have taken place in Jubilee Council since organilation. 
It has now a memhership of 32, and the following- are the úfficers 
for 1897 : 
Councillor - \\"m. Crisdale. 
Vice COUlllillor-Thoma
 S. Reavley. 

Iarshall-Richard Young. 
""arden-George Ross. 
Prelate-Andrew Hamilton. 
Recorder--\\'m. Everingham. 
Treasurer-c. B. Bennett, 
(;llard-I.attimer Grisdale. 
Sentry-George Offspring. 
Representative to (;ranrl Council, 1897-Ceorge Stark, Past 
('ounci Ilor. 


INIII:PExnFXT ORDER OF Coon TE\tPL\RS, POR r ROBIxso
 
On Sept em ber J st, 1854, an orga ni/ation was formed in Port 
Robinson under the auspice., of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars. 
The charter members were: Thomas Sowersby, Jacoh Garner, 
Daniel Young, Robert \r allace, Freelove \\" allace, Adaline Young, 
Robert Coulter, John Brown, John Bell, John Elliott, Ph<cbe J. 
Elliott, E. 1\1. 
lcCoppen, Thomas \\ïgg, 
Iaria 
Ialloy, Ceorge 
Carrick, \\ïl\iam \Iarshal\, \\ïlliam Carl, I.eonard 
I. ::\latthews, 
John Saunders, .\nnie E. 
latthe\\"s, Susan Cbrk, Ph(\
h(' 1.. :\Iat- 
thews, L. 
L 
Iatthews. jun. 
The first officers were: 
Worthy Chief Templar L.:\1. :\latlhews. 
.. ''ice Chief Templar - .\da\ine \'olln
, 
Chaplain- J ohn 
. Elliott. 
Secretary- Robert Coulter. 
. \ssistant Secretary -John Brown. 
Financial Secretary-- I )anieI Y ollng. 
" Treasurer-:\Irs. .\nnie E, :\Iatthews. 
\larshal-Thomas Sowers\)\", 
I >CPllty :\Iarshal- \1 rs. I!hocbe Elliott. 
Inside C;u
Hd -\Iaria \1allo\'. 
Outside (;uard J acoh (;an
cr, 
Right Hand Supi)ort
r-:\Irs. Freelove \\"albee. 
I,eft Hand Supportcr-\I rs. Susan Clark. 
(>r
ani/('r- IsaaC' P. \\ïlson, acting I >toput). 
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This lodge was formed in the Division room of the Sons of 
Temperance, For four years the meetings were held there, and 
then a haH was built for the organization on the Crowland side of 
the Chippawa Ri\"er, It was known as Safe (;uard Lodge, No. 40, 
I. O. of G. T. Ahout fourteen years ago it ceased to exist. 
. \t one time there were lodges of the same order at .\llanburgh, 
Beaverdams, Fonthill and St. John's West. The bst \\Tell:md 
County lodge of the Good Templars was held at Beaverdams about 
fifteen years a
o. \r. D. 
Iist'ner then acted as ('ounty Chief 
Templar. 
PORT ROnINSOX l>1\"[=-,ION, No. Ró, So
s OF TE'IPER \NCE 
This i-; the oldest temperance organit.ation in the township, 
ha\"ing been founded in 1850, as the outcome of an address on the 
suhject, made by a Methodist minister who had come in from 
Chippawa for the purpose. Eighteen charter members constituted 
the original body, and of these Robert Coulter and Thomas 
Sowersb)' are the only ones still connected with the society. The 
other memhers were: 


Robert Elliott 
John Bell 
John p, Abbey 
James E. Abbe\" 
\Villiam Robert
<; 
Thomas Baker 
T ohn Bruce 
jacob Gainer 


William \Iarshall 
John Dorrington 
L. 
1. :\Iatthews 
TJmes Yanalstine 
) oseph Stark 
John (;riffith 
\rilliam Emerick 
William Elliott 


At its founding the order was open only to men, hut Jfterwards 
the laws were so amended as to allow "lady visitors" to attend, but 
for a long time they had no voice in the proceedings, At a later 
date they were admitted to fuH membership. In its long life 
this society has had many hundreds of names on its roll, and over 
one hundred memhers have met at some meetings. The original 
officers were: 


\Y orthy Patriarch-Thomas Baker. 
Recording Scribe-John Dorrington. 
Treasurer-Robert Elliott. 
Chaplain-John DeIl. 
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For many years in succession the office of treasurer was held by 
Robert Misener, while David Misener has discharged its duties for 
the last twenty years, and for thc same length of time Robert Coulter 
has been financial scribe, On the forty-seventh anmversary of the 
di\-ision the following officers were elected: 
\\"orthy Patriarch-(;eorge \y, Terreberry, 
\forthy Associate-:\Irs, (
, \\'. Terreherry. 
Recording Scribe-Melvin B. :\lisener. 

\ssistant Recording Scribe-Harn' Terrebern'. 
Financial Scribe - Robert Coulter: . 
Treasurer-David Misener. 
Chaplain-.:\Irs. 1\1. B, 
lisener, 
Conductor-:\liss Nancy Webster. 
Assistant Conductor-Miss Clara \\'ebster. 
Inside Sentinel-Fred. Misener, 
Outside Sentinpl-Samuel \Yebstcr. 
Past \\'orthy Patriarch - Charles White. 
Organist-Miss Rebecca Jackson. 
In its earlier days the Di\'ision met in the old school-house. and 
afterwards, by a strange turn of affairs, it movèd to an old hotel across 
the canal. Still later the meetings were held in 
Ir. Coulter's house, 
until, in 1868, a hall was built, Twenty-one years afterwards, this 
building was burnt, and all the documents and other property of the 
society were destroyed. The mectings were then held in the \Ietho- 
dist church for a time, until the han was rebuilt, when the Division 
returned to its old quarter,;, 


COl'RT PORT ROI:I
sox. 
o, 661, CANADIAN ORDER OF FORESTERS 


This lodge was organi/ed in C. B. Bennett's hall, on the 17th of 
Kovcmher, 1896, under a dispensation granted by the High Court 
at Brantford. 
The charter members and first officers were: 


High <. 'hief Ranger-J oseph Heslop. 
Past Chief Ranger - \\'. Cicero Bennett. 
\'ice Chief Ranger- William Lynch, 
Recording Secrct:uy-\\ïlliam Happel. 
Financial Secretary-Feli\. Lapier. 
Court Deputy- H. Park, :\1. D. 
Senior \roodward-I )illy Bell. 
Junior \\'oodward-Alfred Jackson, 
Senior }kadle-J. r. Bell. . 
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Junior Beadle-Oscar Everingham, 
Examining Physician-H. Park, ;\1. D. 
Chaplain- '''imam Stevenson. 
The officers. elected for 1891 are: 
High Chief Ranger-Joseph HeslopÞ 
Past Chief Ranger-\\T, CrceJO Bennett. 
Yice Chief Ranger- J. C. Bell. 
Court Deputy-H. Park, :\1. D. 
Financial Secretary and Treasurer-'\
. C. Bennett. 
Senior Beadle-Charles T ohnson. 
Junior Beadle-Felix Laprer. 
Senior Woodward -I )iIJy Be!1. 
Junior 'rood ward- James Thoma
. 
Guards-G, W, Thea} and R. Upper. 
Chaplain-William Stevenson. 


1\1\ RTLE LODGE, No. 337, A. F, AND ..-1\.. :\'1. 


The Masons of Port Robinson were organized on the 11 th of 
January, 1876, with the following as officers for the year: 
\Vorshipful :\lasteT-\Yn"l. H. Ben. 
Senior Warden-Robert Coulter. 
Junior \\
arden-Stephen Beatty. 
Secretary-Co B. Bennett. 
Inner Guard-John B. BenneuÞ 
Senior Ueacon-=--Dilly Coleman. 
Tyler-Thomas Hutchinson, 
The lodge is now in a flourishing condition, the officers chosen 
for 18.97 being: 
Worshipful ;\Iaster-c. B. Bennett. 
Senior Warden-Oscar Anderson, 
Junior \Varden-\\ïlliam Camp. 
Treasurer-George Ross. 
Secretary- \\'illiam Robertson. 
Chaplain- Thomas Sowersby. 
Tyler-Robert Stevenson. 
There are now twenty-seven memhers on the roll, hut the lodge 
bas been larger in former years. 



10UNTAIN LODGE, 
-\. F, AND .\. :\1., THOROl n 


In IHóq twenty-two persons, several of whom had already been 
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associated with the :\lasonic lodge at St. Catharines, petitioned the 
Grand Lodge for a charter for Thorold, The first officers were: 
\V. :\1.- John Dale. 
Senior \Varden--R. J, Johnson. 
Junior \Varden- James Lawson. 
Treasurer-John :\kDonagh. 
Secretary- Hugh James. 
Senior Deacon-William Fields. 
Junior Deacon-William O. Cowan. 
hi rector of Ceremonies-Arthur Garden, 
Inner Cuard-Martin Jamieson, 
Tyler - George \r, Smith. 
The \rorshipful :\lasters for the years since 1869 have been: 


18 7 0 . John Dah
 188 4. Alex. Summers 
187 I. James Lawson 188 5, John Dale 
18 72. \Yilliam Fields 1886. John Morley 
18 73. \\'illiam Orr Cowan 188 7. Alex. McClenchy 
18 74, John Dale 1888. Roderick Campbell. 
18 75. J ames 
 \rnold 188 9. " 
18 7 6 . George :\[c Farland 18 9 0 , " 
18 77. " 18 9 1 . P. S. l\liddough 
18 7 8 . \\'m, \1. Hendershot 18 9 2 . " 
18 79. \V. J. Macartney 18 93. James MC(
ill 
1880. \\'illiam Winslow J 894-. " 
188 J, " 18 95. George Stanley 
1882, E. Culverhouse 18 9 6 . R, (;, Hoover 
188 3. John Stuart 


The other officers installed on the 27th of December, 1896, arc: 
Senior Warden - E. E. Fraser. 
Junior Warden -J. W. 
Iawdesler. 
Treasurer- W. J. :\lacartncy, 
Secretary - \\", T. Fish, 
Then' are now si\.ty-five member..; in the lodge. 


1',\ rRO:\'S OF I :\"Dl'srR\' 


During the year 1891-2 there were instituted throughout the 
county severalloùges of the Patrons of I nùustry, Thesc organi/a- 
tions had for their object thc gencral advancement of the farmers 
and their interests. ..\ loùge was formeù at the Quakcr Road school 
house, with W. H, (;ainer as President and J. 1.. Page as :-:;erretary ; 
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another was organized at St, Johns, with Hugh Patterson, Sf., as 
President and Hugh Patterson, jr., as Secretary, The officers for 
the Beaverdams lodge were Daniel Smith, President, and Charles B. 
Summers, Secretary, A fourth lodge was formed at the town line 
School house, with C. T, "'are as Secretary. 
On l\Iarch 26th, 1891,.a County Association of this order was 
formed, with \r. H, Gainer as President and W. D. :\lisener as 
Secretary, 
All these lodges have now ceaseù to exist. 


TE:\IPERANCE AT BEA VERDA;\IS 


Beaverdams has always been a stronghold of temperance, and on 
::\larch 11th, 1878, a lodge of Good Templars was organized in the 
Methodist Church at Rea verdams. The following were the officers: 


\V, C. T,- \V. \Yhitelaw. 
\V, V, T.-M, Theal. 
Chap,-N, Theal. 
Secretary-A. Robertson. 
A. S,-M, Cook, 
F, Scribe-Co Swayze 
Treas.-M, Theal. 


1\1.- J. Cook, 
]), 1\1,-]. Reilly. 
I. G,-J. Orr 
\\', O. G.- J. Stark. 
R. H. S.-J. Cook. 
1.. H. S.-A. Donohue. 
P. W, C. T,--A. Hansel. 


This lodge worked faithfully for five years or more, and then 
ceased to meet. 
In 188.5 the temperance sentiment was revived, and on the 26th 
of August a division of the Sons of Temperance was organized at 
Beaverdams by S, Holland, P. D. C. \\'. p, 
The Division was called Beaverdams Diy.. No. 177, S, of T. 
The following were the officers: 


\V. P.- J. R. Swayze, 
W, Associate-Addie Dexter, 
Scribe-Geo. Carman. 
1\. Scribe-Mrs. Dalgleish. 
F. S.-Chjlrles E. Swayze, 
Treas.- Samuel Smith. 
Chap.-Mrs. Swayæ. 
Beaverdams Division now consists of fifty-five members, and the 
following were the officers for the term ending June 30th, 1897 : 


Con.-E. J. W. Smith. 
A. Con,-l\1ary Cook. 
I. S.-Mrs. Smith. 
o. S.- Loran Swayze, 
P. \r. P.-Thomas I >etler, 
I )i\". I >Cputy--J. R. Swayze, 
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,V. }>,-Fred. Cowan. 
'V. A.-
liss Thirza Carter, 
Scribe-
Iiss Jennie Coulter. 

 \. Scribe--C. R. Summers. 
Treas.-lohn Donohue. 
F. S.- 
liss Daisy Gordon. 
Chap.-:\liss 1\1. Edmondstone. 
Superintendent of Young People's Work- J, E, Sn"lith, 


Con,-A. Cordon, 

\, Con.--Miss Hattie Swayze, 
1. S,-Loran Cowan. 
O. S.-Samuel Smith. 
P. W, P,-Harry Theal. 
n. G. "', P.-Samuel Smith. 


THOROLD BRA
CH, BWLE SOCIETY 


In 1840 a branch of the Bihle Society was formed at Allanburgh, 
and two years later its headquarters were removed to Thorold. 
During its long life this hranch has had hut three Presidents, the 
first being George Keefer, sen., who was succeeded by his son, 
Jacob Keefer, while the present head officer, James H, Beatty, 'has 
held the position for more than a score of years, \\ïlliam James 
was the first Secretary-Treasurer, 
The resident Protestant ministers of the town have always been 
ex officio \"ice-Presidents of this local br[' nch, For the present 
year they are: the Rev. Rural Dean Spencer, the Rev, \V. A, Cook, 
the Rev. R. Garside and the Rev. G, \V. Calvert. The Secretary 
and Treasurer for 1897 are respectively James Millar and James 
:\1 umo. 

rrs. James Munro has becn for fifty-two years a collector for the 
Society. 


SV:\I:\IIT LODGE, .\:'\CIENT ORDER OF G
ITFJ) WORK:\IEX 


The Thorold lodge of the A. O. U, \V. was organized on the 
19th of November, 1879, with thirteen charter members, Summit 
ì .odge was the 1l.1me assumed and since borne hy this sllb-organiLa- 
tion. From the charter members the first officcrs were chosen, the 
following being thosc elccted in I gï9 : 


Fin,-
fatthe\\' Brown. 
(
..-\Ym. Winslow. 
I. \\". -John Fisher. 
B. \r.- Chas, Bridger, 


P. 
I. W. -W McCleary. 
:\1. \\'.- Wm, Williams. 
F.-\\'. L. Smith. 
n. - W m. Burton. 
R,-R. .\k Pherson, 
Business Comrnittee--Geo, Cowan, E. Culverhouse, \f, H, Bone. 
:\Tedical E:\amincr I >T. :\Iiniker. 
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date: 
1880, 
188 I. 
1882. 
188 3. 
188 4. 
188 5. 
1886. 
188 7, 
1888, 
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are the Master \Vorkmen for the different years to 


\Ym. McCleary, 
\Ym. Williams. 
W m. Burton. 
Andrew Cowan. 
\Ym. McGill. 
Peter S. l\riddough. 
R. L. Shriner. 
Wm. H, Vare)', 
Robert Eddy. 


For 1897 the officers are: 


188 9, 
18 9 0 . 
18 9 1 . 
18 9 2 . 
18 93. 
18 94. 
18 95. 
18 9 6 . 


J. D. Grenville, 
R. L, Shriner. 
J. D. Grenville, 
S. (;, Gartley. 


" 


Peter Steep. 
" 


Wrn. \\ïlliams, 


P. M. \Y,-\\'m. \Villiams. 

1. W,--Thomas Dundas. 
Foreman-W. R. Cave, 
Overseer-S, _\. Mable. 
Recorder-R. 1.. Shriner. 
Financier-Robt. Eddy, 
Trustees-Geo. Turner, J. \V. Mawdesley, R. G. Hoover. 


Receiver-.\f. Flannerv, 
Guide-Walter Galbráith. 
1. Watch-H. Phillips, 
O. Watch--\\'. Griffiths, 
l\Ied. Ex.-Dr. N. Campbell. 


THOROLD CIRCLE, CANADIAN ORDER HO:\IE CIRCLES 


Circle No, 20 of the C. O. H. C. was formed at Thorold on the 
9th of September, 1885, hy P. 1\1. Pattison, Supreme Organizer. On 
that date the following officers were elected: 


P. L.-C N. Stevenson. 
L.-A. Fraser, 
V. L.-B. Sharfenherger. 
R. S.-R. Morrison, 
F. S.--A, D. Hansell. 
'1', - J. Lepper. 


C.-Rev. C. n. 
[CDonald. 
1\1. - T. Neil. 
W,- "r :\IcBride. 
(;.- j. Thomson. 
S.-A. E. Ripley. 
Med. Exam,-Dr. McClure, 


Trustees-Wm. Winslow, A. Fairlie, R. Campbell. 
Since d
85 the leaders have heen : 
A. Fraser-I885-6 7-8-9. W, J. 1)0ugan- I8 93-4. 
R. Camphell-I890-I, D. \\'. .\fatthewson-I895-6-7. 
E. l\fathews - 1892. 
The following are the officers for 1897 : 


p, L.-W. J. I>oug:m. 
L.-D. \\'. Matthewson. 
\" L,- J. H. Thompson. 
R. S.-S. Cleveland. 


T.-C. N. Stevenson. 
M,-l. H. Allan. 
\V,-T. McNeil. 
(;.-E. Doyle. 
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F. S.-c. N. Stevenson. S,-N. Gilchrist. 
c.- J, :\fcLeod. Med. Exam.-Dr. :\fcClure, 
Trustees-Ur. McClure, C. N, Stevenson, James Lawson. 
The following are the charter members of Thorold Circle' 
C. N. Stevenson. .\. Fraser. 
It Scharfenberger. R. Morrison. 
A. n. Hansell. J, Lepper. 
Rev. C. 1>. 
fc[)onald. J. !\eil. 
J. :\fcBride, .-\. E, Ripley, 
I>r. \\"m, 
lcClure. \\-, \\ïnslow. 
R. Camphell. .\. Fairlie. 


COURT THOROLD, CANADIAN ORDER OF FORESTERS 


On the e,oening of :\larch 7th, 1888, this :;ociety was organized 
at Thorold as Court Thorold, No. 201, hy :\Ir. Culp, with the 
following as charter memhers : 


B. Vinall. 
Geo, 'I. Brown, 
\Ym. 
IcG111. 
J. K, Johnstone. 
The fir';t officers were: 


J. \Yeldon. 
A. E. Franks. 
T. \Y. Coulter. 
j. F. Schwaller. 


c. R.-J, K. Tohnstone, 
Y. C. R'.- \r
, McGill. 
R. S, - \. E. Franks, 
F. S.-Geo, 
l. Brown, 


Chap,-B. Yinall. 
S. \\',- J no. Weldon, 
J, \\,.-), \\T. Coulter. 
Court Physician- J. K, John- 
<.;tone. 


. The officers for the present term are; 
C, R.- S. Edmonds. C. I>.-Thos. Collen, 
y, C. R.-\rm. Monro. Con,-G, .\. 'falker. 
R. S.-L. C. Besse,-, S, \f.-A, :\lcGill. 
F. S.-L. Armstro
g, J. W.-H. D. Walton. 
Trcas.-L. (;. Lorriman. S. B.-\\"m, Hartley, 
Chap.-H. Flannery. ). B.-Arthur Smerdon. 
Court Physician-Dr, Neil Camphell. 
Only two deaths have occurred in this court, namely: those of 
A. E. Franks and \. E. Ripley. 


THOROI.D ('Ol'
CIl, C,\
,\]lI.\:\ ORnER OF CJlOSE
 FRIExns 


The Thorold Council of the C. O. C, F. was organi7ed on the 
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15th of July, 1891, by Richard Howse. The following were the 
original officers and charter members: 
Past Councillor-Chas. N. Stevenson, 
Chief Councillor-Thomas Cowan. 
Vice Councillor-George Turner, 
Recorder-A. I\IcClenchy. 
Treasurer-Fred. T. \ralton. 
Prelate-John H. Thompson. 
MarshaU-\Vm, J. Dougan. 
\\Tarden-P. C. Creeggan. 
(;uard - W. A. Hutt. 
Sentry-James \Vilson. 
John Brown, H, N, Higgins, B. C. Bennett, Chas. .A, Kyle, 
John Bunyan, Henry Aikens, Rout. Sharp, J. A. Hutt
 
Francis Brown, Samuel Brooke, Emerson Bull, John Coyle, 
The Chief CounciUors since 1891 have been: 
1892. Thos. Cowan. 
1893. Samuel Brooke. 
18 94. \V. J, Dougan. 
1895. Fred. T. \Valton. 
1896, Fred. T, \Valton. 
1897. Evan E, Fraser (part of term). 
The officers of 1897 are: 
Chief Councillor-Miss Florence \Valton (part of term). 
Vice Councillor-John H. Thompson, 
Treasurer-Chas. N. Stevenson. 
Recorder-A. 
lcClenchy, ' 
Prelate-l\liss C. M. Lampman. 
Marshall-Miss Nettie Walton. 
Warden-Albert Robinson. 
(;uard-Henry Aikens. 
Sentry-James A. Taggart. 


STAR C'OUI'\ClI, No. 15, ROYAL TEMPLARS OF TDIPER.\NCE, 
ALL\XBl'RCH 


This Council was instituted on the 8th of l\[arch, 1881, by], \\'. 
J>ouglas, Supreme Lecturer, with the following persons as its first 
officers : 


Select Councillor- James Sidey L'pper. 
Vice Councillor-101m Tucker. 
Past Councillor-isaac Pew. 
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Chaplain-George Thomas. 
Recording Secretary-D, R. Brice. 
Financial Secretary-James B. Upper. 
Treasurer-Baruch Tucker. 
Herald-Robert Pew. 
Deputy Herald-_\Iary Upper. 
Guard-Jacob "Cpper. 
Sentinel-James Street Upper. 

ledical Examiner-Dr. Yanderhurgh. 
The charter members are: 


:\[aria 1\1. Vanderburgh 
Agnes Bruce 
Elizabeth 1\1. Pew 
Alice Tucker 
Mary A. Pew 
I\Irs. E, :\1. Upper 
Agnes Robertson 


Charity Upper 
Amanda 'Vilkerson 

[rs. ], S. Upper 
Jane Thomas 
Elizabeth Pew 
w. _,\, Wilkerson 
Nelson Pcw 


The following are the officers for J897 : 
Select Councillor-George Thomas. 
Vice Councillor-Amanda \\ïlkerson. 
Past Councillor-Isaac Pew. 
Chaplain-
Irs, l\lcMath, 
Recording Secretary-\\'m. A, Wilkerson. 
Beneficiary Secretary-Frederick R. Lay, 
H erald- Jane Thomas. 
Guard-James Edmonds. 
LOYAL ORANGE LODGE 
o, 204- 
From 1849 until 1856, L. O. L. No. 77 held its meetings in 
Thorold, although it is really a :\Icrritton Lodge, having been organ- 
ized in that village in [846. 
On the 7th of August, 1856, Victoria L. O. L. No. 204 was 
formed at Thorold with the following as charter members: W. J. 
Shannon, Edward (;uy, Stephen Bradley, John Neil, James 
Reynard, ]. B. Smythe, J am
s Fluellen. 
The first officers were: 


W. 
L- \r, J, Shannon, 
1). 
l.- :::)tephcn Bradley, 
Sec.-James Fluellen. 
Treas,-\\'m. Stoneman. 
Chap.- J. B. Smythe. 


I). of c.-James Reynard. 
{ Edward (;uy, 
Committce James Fluellen. 
Henry I-I iggins, 
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Since that date the \Vorshipful Masters have been: 


18 57-9, 
] 860- I. 
1862. 
186 3- 6 . 
J867. 
1868-75. 
J 876-8. 
18 79- 80 , 
] 881-2. 


Stephen Bradley, 
Tames Fluellen. 
James H. Boyle, 
Stephen Bradley. 
Arthur Bradley. 
Stephen Bradley. 
\\Tm, \\Ïnslow. 
] ohn Strong. 
\'Talter Galbraith, 


The officers for 1897 are: 


188 3-4. 
188 5- 6 . 
188 7- 8 , 
188 9-9 0 . 
18 9 1 - 2 , 
1 893-
. 
18 95. · 
]89 6 , 


W, A. \Yalker, 
Alex. Philips. 
Wm. Strong. 
Geo. Turner. 
Richard Boyle. 
A. J. Fisher. 
John Brennen. 
John T, Boucock. 


'V. M.-Thos, Burley. 
J), .:\I.-Henry Flannery. 
Chap.-Geo. Ekins, 
Treas.-A. J. Fisher. 
F. S.-Frank 
ew, 
Sec'y-Wm. Neil. 
I. Tyler-\Ym. Slingerland, 
0, Tyler-Geo. Brennen. 
Sick Committee-Those Aikens, A. K. Brennen, Geo. Holland. 
Hall or Property Committee-John Strong, R. Boyle, Alex. 
Bradley. 


1St Com. Man-\Ym. Holland, 
2nd " "-John Strong, 
3rd " "-\\Talter 
Galbraith. 
4th " "- \\TI11. Bradley, 
5 th " "- J. T. Boucock. 
D, of C.-A. K. Brennen, 


KING "Tn.LIAl\l O. y, B. LODGE No. 16 
King William Loyal Orange Young Briton Lodge No. 16 was 
organized on the 29th of 
larch, 1872, by W. R. James, St. Catha- 
rines, \Vorshipful l\laster of L. O. Y. B. L. 1\0. 8, St. ratharines. 
The first officers and charter memhers were: 


w. l\L-Kenneth Campbell. 1st Cem. l\lan-Joseph Bell. 
D. l\L-Geo, 
lable. 2nd Com. 'Mal1-\\.Ill. Beatty, 
Chap.-\Ym. Gordon, 3rd Com. Man-H. Patrick. 
Secretary-James Ganòer. -t-th Com. Man-Ceo. Fair. 
Treasurer-Alex. Martin. 5th Com. Man -John HoweH. 
D. of C.-John Pilling. 0, Tyler- J. Jackson. 
Guardian-James Fluellen. 
\\T esley Cobourne, John Dundas, Stephen R. Bradley, Leslie 
l\lc:\Iann, \Ym. :\IcGill, Wm. Birbeck, _\.. Glouver, W. S. Jenkinson, 
N. Boutcher, G. Aikens, G. Brennen. 
The Worshipful l\Iasters from organization to datc were: 
]873-4. Geo. Mable. 
18] 5-6, K. Campbell. 
]877. ".m. Ncil, rcsigned :March ry. 
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1877-8. \Vm. A. Walker. 
18]9-80.Geo. Doherty, 
1881. Ceo, Aikens, resigned July 12. 
D. Shafer and N, Boutcher filled out term. 
1882, N. Boutcher. 
J 883-4. \\"m. Bradley. 
1885-6. R. H. Boyle. 
188 7. Chas. Bye, resigned in May, and J, Pew filled out term. 
1888. "'alter Grenville. 
1889. R, H. Boyle. 
J 890- I. Geo. A. \\T alker. 
1892-3. A. J. Fisher. 
1894. Ed, Badger. 
1895. R. Strong, 
1896. J os. Allen. 
Ceo. A, Turner, a member of this lodge, occupied the high 
position of Worshipful Grand 
[aster of the Grand Lodge of British 
America for three years-from June, 18 9 2 , to June, 18 95. 


LOYAL ORANr.E LODGE, No, 13 0 


This lodge was organized in January, 18 7 0 , by Robert J. John- 
ston
 
L D. The charter members and first officers were: 
W. 
1.-R. J, Johnston. 
Dept. 
L-Peter H. Ball. 
Secretary- James Saunders. 
Treasurer-John C, BalL 
I )irector of Ceremonies-William Fagan. 
Thoma
 Jenkinson, George..\, Darby, H, Phillips, A. Rykert, 
Ceo. Lee, Patrick Steep, Alex. Fair, Geo. W. Armstrong. 
}'ollowing are the presiding officers: 


1870-4. R, J, Johnston. 
1875. Robt. Kerr. 
18]6. R. J. Johnston. 
1877-82. \V. :\kCleary. 
1883-5. R. J, Johnston. 


1886-7. 
1888-9, 
18 9 0 - 2 . 
18 93-4. 
18 95-7. 


\\ïlfred [J ansel. 
H. C. Ball, 
John Dundas. 
W, H. Wilsùn. 
Berry Hug
ins. 


rile officers for 1897 are: 
\\Torshipful 
raster-nerry Huggin!'. 
Deputy 
laster-John Weldon, 
Chaplain- William ronstahle. 
Recording Secretary _oW, H. Wilson. 
Financial Serretary - J oh n I )Ul1llas, 
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Treasurer-R. J. Johnston, 
Director of Ceremonies-Charles Tyson. 
. 


BEA VER COUNCIL R. T. OF T. 


Beaver Council of Royal Templars of Temperance, No, 13, was 
organized by J. M. Douglass, District Deputy, February 23rd, 1881, 
with a membership of twenty. The first officers and charter 
mem bers were: 


Select Councillor- -E. Culverhouse. 
Past Councillor-B. F. Morley. 
Vice Councillor-.c\. l\1cClenchy. 
Recording Secretary- J. H. Simpson, 
Chaplain- J, H. Wilson. 
Financial Secretary-Geo. Clark. 
Treasurer-A. Hardie. 
Herald-J. McCrea, 
Deputy Herald-A, D. Hansel. 
Guard-T. J. Kennedy. 
Sentinel-,L. Theal. 
\Vm. H. Rine, Z. \V. Durkee, W, C. Smith, Henry Aikens, J. 
e. Lampman, Isaac Gilmour, 
Since the organization of the society the chair has been occupied 
by the following persons: 


88 { T, J. Kennedy. 
1 I. A, l\IcClenchy. 
88 { T. J, Kennedy. 
1 2. J. T, Theal. 
1883, \V. H. Bone. 
1883-4. Rev. John Kay. 
1885-7. James Paterson. 
188 7, J. Theal. 
1888. T. Paterson. 
1888-9. Rev. I). L. Spencer. 
The officers for 1897 are: 
Select Councillor-A. W. Reavley, B. A. 
P. C. and Treasurer-James Paterson. 
V. C.-A. S. Preston. 
Chaplain- Geo, Gray. 
Treasurer- Jas. Dale. 
Beneficiary Secretary-James Millar. 
Recording Secretary-A. Justice, 
l<'inancial Sccretary-Z, \\T. Durkee. 


188 9. J. Paterson. 
1890. A. Gilchrist. 
18 9 0 , J. Paterson. 
18 9 I. J. Theal. 
18 9 1 - 2 . J. Paterson, 
8 { J ames Dale. 
I 93. J. Paterson. 
1894. G. B. Darker. 
1895-7. Rev, Geo. Clark. 
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Herald-Geo. Darker. 
Sentinel-James Bye. 
At present there are thirty-seven members III good standing in 
the Beneficiary Department. 


LIVI
GSTONE LODGE No. 230 1. O. 0, F. 
This lodge was instituted at Thorold on the 3rd of March, 18 74, 
hy D. D. G. l\L Harper Wilson of St. Catharines, 
The first officers were: 


Noble Grand-F. H. :\JcCaskell. 
\'ice Grand-Wm. Hendershot. 
Rec, Secretary-Wm. Williams. 
Per. Secretary-Samuel Osborne, 
Treasurer-Wm, F. Ellison. 
For two years the lodge held its meetings 11''1 the Lampman 
Block, hut in 1876 the members decided to erect a building of their 
own. Accordingly the site of the old Thorold House was bought, 
and in September, 1876, the corner stone of the Odd Fellows' 
huilding was laid by D. McConachie of WeIland, Deputy Grand 
Master of the Niagara District. The building is a substantial 
structure of three storeys; the ground floor is occupied by two shops, 
the second floor contains a large public hall, and the lodge and 
encampment rooms arc in the third storey, The total cost was 
$20,000. 
Since the institution of the order in Thorold, the lodge has paid 
out ahout $6,000 in sick and general benefits. 
The officers for 1897 are: 
Noble (;rand - P. A. Dunn. 
Yice Grand- Fred, (;risdale, 
Rec. Secrdary-Chas. Howell. 
Per. .. -John Howell. 
Treas.-Alex, ,M cClcl1chy. 


THOROLD AND REAVERO,UlS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
This society was organized J u nc 6th, 1894, at a meeting held 10 
the rowlI Hall, Thorold, at the suggestion of Re\". P. L. Spencer. 
The officers elected were: 
Presidcnt-Capt. James. 
1St Vice President -Rev. p" I.. Spenccr. 
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2nd Vice President-Mrs. Tames I\lunro. 
Secretary-Treasurer-Rev. j, ,V, 
Iitchell. 
Corresponding Secretary-Miss _\my Ball. 
Thirty-two members were enrolled, 
On the 24th of June, that date being the anniversary of the Battle 
of Beaverdams, a grand historic picnic was held at Decew House, 
near Decew Falls. The \V entworth, Lundy's Lane and other 
societies sent representatives to welcome the young sister organi- 
zation. Thorold came out in large numbers. Many persons came 
from Toronto, Hamilton, Niagara-on-the-Lake, St. Catharines, 
Merritton and other places to see the spot rendered famous by the 
exploit of the brave Laura Secord, 
riss 1\1. A, FitzGibbon, Mrs, 
James Munro, Col. Currie and other distinguished speakers gave 
interesting and instructive addresses. The day was fine, and all 
circumstances tended to cause perfect success-a good augury for 
the future. 
During the course of the year letters were sent to the Minister of 
Militia, asking for a portion of the fund appropriated to building 
monuments on the battle fields of Canada. 
Parties were sent out by the society to search for and locate the 
e}.act spots on which the chief incidents of the Battle of Beaverdams 
took place. 
Mrs. A, McFarland read a biography of the first Keefer who 
settled in what is now called Thorold town. During the year the 
Rev. J, W. Mitchell removed from Thorold, much to the regret of 
the Society; and Mr. A. 'V. Reavley, B. A" succeeded him in the 
secretaryship. The latter has given much valuable time to the 
society, as is evinced by a former chapter, The County Council, 
having been petitioned for $25, granted this sum to the society. 
1895. At the annual meeting held this year Capt, James 
resigned his office and was elected Honorary President, the Rev. P. 
L. Spencer becoming President and 1\[r. J. H. Thompson 1st Vice 
President. The other officers were re-elected. Mrs. James Munro 
was chosen to occupy the position of Historian, 
On June 24th a second picnic celebration was held, the place 
selected being the e
act site of the Dcaverdams hattle ground. This 
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celebration was largely attended, persons coming from a considcrable 
distance as well as from the town. 
This ycar the County Council was again petitioned for $25, 
which was granted. Many old resid('nts and old houses were visited 
in search of real history, and much valuable information was 
gathered, 
1896. On the third anni\'ersary of the society a public mecting 
was held in the High School grounds, :\liss FitzGibbon presented 
thc Boys' Brigade with a beautiful banner, hearing the motto of 
I.ieut. Fit/.Gibbon: "Be dauntcd at nought." 
The weather, the speaking and the attendance wcre as gooù as 
on former occasions; and circumstances showed that the interest in 
the society's work had increascd with tinlc. 
Shortly after this the Society undertook the "History of 
Thorold, Township and Town," Persons were scnt far and near 
for information; and weekly meetings of the society were held, at 
which every chapter, e
ery paragraph, and even every sentence of 
the manuscript of the History was read, in order that only truth and 
propriety should distinguish the contents of the hook. 
The County Council granted $50 to the work, 
The Society \'isited and photographed the spot at which Laura 
Secord crossed the creek on her way to Decew-House, when giving 
warning of the enemy's approach. This spot was located by a lady 
who, when a child, had often, played about the place, then known as 
" I aura Secord's Crossing," and who had ofttimes heard "the true 
tale told" by the early residents of the vicinity. 
Thc Society 
till hopes to ohtain from the I )ominion Govern- 
ment substantial aid towarùs the erection of a proper monumcnt to 
mark the site of the important event of June 24th, 18 I 3. After the 
publication of the History now in progress, the mcmbers will be able 
to devote morc attention to this and othcr matters of gcneral 
interest. The society by its representati \"(
s takes an active part in 
the proceedings of tlw Provil1['ial Association, whose semi-annual 
meetings arc stcadi]y increasin
 in importance. 
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BRANCH No. 24, C, 1\1. B. A. 
Branch No. 24 of the Catholic Mutual Benefit Association was 
organized at Thorold on September 3rd, 1883, by Chancellor James 
E. Lawrence of St. Catharines, with 22 charter members, viz.: 


Rev, T, J. Sullivan. 
John Corbett. 
Patrick McMahon, 
James Duffy, 
William Urlocker. 
\Villiam Gearin. 
John Conlon, 
J ames Rogers. 
John McNulty. 
Dennis Lenehan. 
John McLean, 


Matthew Hart. 
William Cartmell. 
1'hos. Commarford. 
Michael ::\IcCarthy, 
Michael Brannigan. 
Tames Crawford. 
p, McNulty, 
John .M c Keague. 
John J. Gearin, 
Archibald l\IcKeague, 
Richard Commarford. 


Rev. Father Sullivan was the first representative of the Branch 
to the Grand Council, having attended the convention held at 
Brantford in 1884, and also at Toronto in 1888, being elected to an 
office within the Council at that convention, 
The Branch has paid in assessments up to 1897, $8,862.05 ; and 
has been paid in return, beneficiary for death claims to the amount 
of $II,OOO. The Branch met with an irreparable loss in 18 9 1 , 
having had their meeting-hall in the Cloy block, wherein were all 
their books and papers, with a library of several hundred volumes, 
destroyed by fire. Their hall is now in the Masonic building on 
Front street. There are 60 members in good standing, 
Following are the first officers: 
Spiritual Adviser-Rev. T. J. Sullivan. 
President-Rev. T. J. Sullivan. 
1St Vice-John Corbett. 
2nd Vice- Patrick Mc:\1ahon. 
Rec. Sec.- J. J. Duffey, 
Asst. Sec,-Wm. Urlocker, 
Financier-Wm. Gearin. 
Treasurer-John Conlon, 
Marshal-James Rogers. 
Guard-Dennis Lenehan. 
Trustees- W m, Cartmell, Thos, Commarford, Michael Mc- 
Carthy, Matthew Hart, John McNulty. 
Following are the presiding officers for the years since the fire: 
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18 9 2 . 
18 93. 
18 94-. 


Wm. Gearin, 
James Battle. 
J 8seph Battle. 


18 95. 
18 9 6 . 



Iatthew Battle. 
Joseph Saunders. 


Following 3re the officers for 1897 : 
President-Joseph Saunders, 
1St Yice-P. :Michael McCanhy. 
2nd Yice-P. Francis Poulin. 
Rec. Sec.-John Roach. 
Fin. Sec'-A\. 
lcKeague. 
Treasurer--J anU's Battle. 
Marshal-John McBride. 
Guard-:\lichael :\[oran. 
Trustees-P. Mc:\[ahon, R. Cummarford, John Corbett, 
Matthew Hart, Joseph Battle. 


THE THOROLD BOARD OF TR'\DE 


was gr3nted a ch3rter from the Dominion Government in A\pril, 
1893, and at a meeting held ..:\pril 27th it W3S duly inaugur3ted, and 
the following officers were elected: 
Presirlent- ,V. J, Macartney. 
Vice-president-Omar Johnstone. 
Secretary- T. E. Simson, 
Council-So Brooke, Joseph Battle, n. n. Crombie, (;eo. H, 
Williams, J3mes Lawson, Wm. :\lcGill, \rm. :\IcCleary, I.. .Mc:\fann. 
Since the organi/ation of the Board the l'reo.;idents have hecn : 


18 94-5. 
18 9 6 . 


w. J. 
[acartne)". 
D. B. Crombie. 


For the year 1897 the officers are: 
President-I>. B. Crombie. 
\ïce-president-L. :\[cJ\(ann. 
Secretary-To E. Simson. 
Treasurer-J3mes Battle. 


TI.\ND :\[USIC AT THOROI D 


"The Thorold Tbnd J) was organized in 1851, this being the 
first hand in the town. The first teachcr was Joseph I Iarkness, 
the leader was James Weeks, and the other members were Joseph 
Abbott, Jamcs Winslow, I )aniel Fordham, Peter 
Iilloy, Robert 
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Eddy, and John Pew. Of these, James \V eeks, Robert Eddy and 
James \Vinslow still survive. This musical body continued in exist- 
ence for only two or three years, the number of members being 
increased during that time by the addition of 4\lex. Lettey, John 
Dixon, Joseph Dixon, Chas. Ball, \\7m. J. Shannon and John H. 
Caspar. The instruments were the property of the village, and in 
18 54 were handed over to the reeve, and for SrJ111e tinle the vilbge 
was without a band. During the time that the instruments by in thc 
council room (1857) in charge of the reeve of that year, the I>rum- 
mondville fire brigade sent a messenger to Thorold to ask the 
bandsmcn to play for thcnl on July 4th at a paraùe that thcy 
were to attcnd across the river. The agent was told there was no 
band in existence, and that it was impossible. He insisted, and the 
issue was that five of the bandsmen stole through a window, took 
five instruments, drew handsome remuneration for their work, 
returned home, replaced the instruments as secretly as 
they had taken them, and neither the council nor the villagers were 
ever the wiser. 
Then a second one was organiæd by Charles Ball, who became 
its leader for a year or tW0, when Mr. Weeks again took charge. 
Among the members were Sam. Cleveland, Charles Cleveland, 
Russell Wells, Henry Carter, Charles Ball and others-eight or ten 
in all. This band used the original instruments, and supplied 
music to the citiæns for severa] years, until, in 1866, the "Orange 
Young Britons' Band" was formed, many mcmbers of the old 
organization joining this one. This Uand became a strong one, 
and for three years was attached to the 44th Battalion as a military - 
band, still under the leadership of 
Ir. \reeks. Abollt the year 18 7 6 
he retired from the leadership, and Chas. Heinicke of St. Catharincs 
took charge for two or three years, at the end of which time the 
leadership was tendered to W. A. Philip, who still occupies the 
position. 
The officers and members for 1897 arc: 
Conductor- \\7, .\. Philip. 
President-Ceo. Burlcy. 
Secretary- \ V m. 1 )onald. 



. 


LODGES A
D SOCIFTIES 


20 3 


Treasurer-Jared Upper. 
Drum l\lajor, _\\Tm. Allen. 
Thomas Burley, Edgar Badger, Harry Thompson, Harry Bye, 
\\Tilliam Burley, Arch, Doherty, William Bradley, James Ste\"ens, 
Joseph .\llen, George Doherty, \\ïlliam Wilson, Loran Pew, \ralter 
Badger, (;eorge Walker, F. M. Pew, .\dam :\lartin, Ccorgc Dawson, 
Frank _\llen. 
The hand is equipped with uniiorms and with a full set of 
Besson's instruments (London, England) of the highest grade, and is 
the equal of any military band in the district. It is now known as 
the "Thorold Reed Band." 
.About 1875 ,. St. Patrick's Band" was organiæd, and for a time 
Thorold had two musical organintions. Thos. Cross of the Royal 
Canadian Rifles was the teacher for thc first year, when Mr. \\Teeks 
tock charge of this also, being thus the leader of both hands for 
some time, St, Patrick's Band lasted until the new canal 
approached completion, when many of its members, who had becn 
employed on that work, were obliged to leave. 


PORT ROBINSON BRASS n \ND 


Early in the fall of 1850 a Band was organi7ed at Port Rohinson, 
In conncction with the then newly instituted Division of Sons of 
Temperance, all the bandsmcn belonging to the order, and the 
instrumcnts being the property of the I )ivision, '{he first mcmhers 
were Robert Coultcr (Icader), William Elliott, \\ïlliam Robcrts, 
Thomas Sowersby, John I )orrington, John Saunders and Jacob 
(o;arner. (;eorge .:\lorgan of St. Catharinc,> was cngaged as teacher, 
Rohert Eddy of Thorold afterwards rcmovcd to I'ort Rohinson and 
hecame a membcr of the band. 
lr. Coulter continued in the 
leadcrship for nine years, when he retired. The Band rl'organi/eù, 
and remaincd in existence for a numbcr ùf years later, 


.\I.L.\:\BUR(;II BRASS B.\
II 


This organi/ation, which ha<; been in e\.istence since Xo\"emhcr, 
189ó, is the third Brass Band that Allanburgh has possessed. The 
first was formed in 1860, and bccame rather prominent when it was 
attached to the W('lland Canal Field Ibtll'ry in 18MI, .\ fife and 
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drum band organized in 1884 branched out into a Brass Band of 
fifteen instruments, and lasted for four or five years. 
The present Band was organized with the following as officers: 
President-Herbert Dixon. 
Secretary-Garret Me :\Iillan. 
Treasurer-Reuben Upper. 
Instructor-W. A. Philip. 
The officers for 1897 are: 
President-
\. Booth. 
Secretary-Garret 
Icl\Iillan. 
Treasurer-Reuben Upper. 
Instructor-\V, A. Philip. 


FIRE PROTECTION AT THOROLD 


On the morning of March 18th, 1847, the frame store and dwel- 
ling on what is now the north-east corner of Front and Claremont 
streets, occupied by \\'m. Gordon, was discovered to be on 
fire. An alarm was at once raised, and the inhabitants turned 
out in full force to fight the flames; but, des)Jite their most 
strenuous exertions, all the buildings on the east side of Front street, 
as far north as the corner now occupied by the British Hotel, were 
burned to the ground. 
As this disaster had demonstrated the necessity for some 
system of fire protection, a Hook and Ladder Company was 
soon afterwards organized. This remained 111 existence for 
some years, but, as it had not been managed on sound business 
principles, it got into difficulties, financially and otherwise, and the 
members eventually disbanded. Consequently, the question of 
proper provision for the protection of the village in case of fire was 
again frequently discussed, and on the 29th of August, 1853, a 
meeting was held, at which there was organized "The Thorold 
Protection Fire Company," with the following officcrs : 
Captain- D. C. Ward. 
I st Lieutenant-A. Letty, 
2nd Lieutenant-H. Patterson, 
1St Engineer-G. l\lcConachic, 
2nd Engíncer-G, Gray, 
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Secretary- John Somerville. 
Treasurer-R, Dougan. 
No complete roll of the original members is in e:xistence, but, 
the minutes of the company show that, besides the officers named, 
a considerahle number of active members were enrolled on the same 
evening, and several of the leading citizens were elected as honorary 
members. At suhsequent meetings a uniform was decided upon, 
and resolutions were passed requesting the council to erect a fire- 
hall and appointing a committee tù select a suitable site for the 
proposed building, The organization of the Company was ratified 
and approved by the municipal council on April 4th, 1854, and a 
fire-hall was subsequently built on the meant lot directly oppo
ite 
the site of the present fire-hall on 
\Ibert street. 
:\Iatters, however, did not always progres5 smoothly with the 
newly organiæd Company, as is shown by the following resolution 
passed on Oct. 4th, 1854: "That this Company find it impossible 
to proceed to the accomplishment of its object without the aid of 
funds for the purpose of purchasing necessary articles for the com- 
plete working of the engine, and to defray necessary expenses 
attending it, and also to pay expenses already incurred: and do 
further consider that those funds should be provided by the Corpora- 
tion immediately by giving the Secretary an order on the Village 
Treasurer for the necessary amount; and that the Secretary bring 
this resolution before the Council immediately, to ascertain if they 
will not do so, in non-compliance with which on the part of the 
Council, this Company will consider itself necessitatcd to deliver 
o'"er to said Council the keys and engine." The latter part of this 
resolution was not carried into effect, as the Council provided the 
nccessary funds in due timc. 
\rant of funds was not the only difficulty undcr which the Com- 
pany labored, as from time to time a large number of the membcrs 
were struck off the roll for non-attendance. The memhership, how- 
ever, did not decrcasc, for new mcmbers were being constantly 
added, and to rcmind thcm of their duty a resolution was passeù at 
a mCcling on August 6th, 1855, "That the Captain or some other 
person appoinh:d by him I in
 the trian
1e at 6 J 
 o'clock p.m., and 
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that the Secrctary call the roll at 7 o'clock p.m., in neglect of which 
duty they shall be liable to a fine of IS. 3d. cy." At the same 
meeting it was resolved that negotiations be entered into with the 
fire companies of St. Catharines for mutual assistance in the event 
of big fires. 
Want of funds still troubled the Company, and at a special 
meeting held on December 17th, 1855, they again resolved: "That 
this Company finds it impossible to carry out the object for which 
it was organized unless the necessary amount be granted by the 
Village Council to disburse its liabilities; and unless that grant is 
made within one week from this date the Company must cease to 
exist; the Secretary to notify the Reeve of this \
illage immediately." 
The Council, however, prevented the threatened dissolution for the 
time by voting the necessary supplies. 
The financial trouhles of the Company still did not cease, how- 
('ver, as on August 1St, 1859: we find them resolving: "That the 
Council be notified that unless we get a guarantee that our liabilities 
be assumed by them, or an assurance given that such liabilities will 
be liquidated as soon as funds are in the Treasury, we shall be unable 
much longer to sustain our position as a fire company." And again 
at a special meeting held on August 8th, 1859, it was resolved: 
"That whereas the hose belonging to this Company is fram use 
entirely unfit for use; and whereas applications have been made to 
the Council for new hose and money to defray the necessary working 
of the engine; and whereas the Council have taken no steps to do 
so; we, as a Company, consider it entirely unnecessary to remain 
as a Company, when we have no hose to work with. \Ve, as a 
Company, do on to-n10rrow at 12 o'clock meet at the engine hall in 
uniform, and convey the engine to the market square and deli\.cr it 
to the Council, and then disband, but at the same time retain our 
parade suits till all the money that has been paid out of the Co.'s 
funds for repairs on engine and hose be refunded." This resolution 
was amended the next day by substituting for the word "disband" 
the following: "suspend until the engine and hose are put in good 
order," and the resolution was carried into effect. 
This troublc was apparently removed by the Council's voting the 
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amount asked for, and agreeing to get new hose, 
On Sept. 18th, 1860, the members of the Company went in 
uniform, with their new banner (purchased with the proceeds of a 
picnic held in Sept" 1858), to Queenston Heights to meet H, R. H. 
the Prince of \Yales, They showed their loyalty also by turning out 
to meet the Battery on the return of the latter froill the frontier in 
June, 1870; and on the 24th of September they again turned out to 
meet the Governor-General. 
The Company did not confine its attention to dealing with fires 
only, as from time to time it held concerts and other entertainments, 
the proceeds of which, amounting frequently to considerable sums, 
were de\"otecl to the relief of the poor of the village, and to other 
charitahle purposes. The morals of the members were also strictly 
looked after, at any rate whil
 the Company was in session, as on 
several occasions it is recorded in the minutes that memhers were 
fined for profanity and other offences against good order. 
In consequcnce of disputes with the Council in regard to tl1<' 
state of the hose and other equipment, this Company was disbanded 
hy resolution of the Council on Deccmher 22nd, 18 74, 
On the following day a meeting was called, at which was 
organized "Protection Fire Company No. [, for thc purpose of 
affording protection to property in the Town of Thorold in case of 
fire," with the following officcrs : 
Captain- \\'m. Fields, 
1st I.it:utenant- Patrirk .\. Dunn, 
2nd Lieutenant-F, W. Hanlcy. 
Chil.( Engineer
George McIntosh. 
Treasurer-\\', \1. Hendershot. 
Secret:Hy-John J )ale, 
Captain of I fose--Henry Carter. 
togethcr with a long list of mcmbers, The ncw Company seems, 
howcver, not to have been very wcll equipped, as from time to time 
resolutions wcrc passed 3sking for frcsh apparatus, and on 
Iarl'h 
5 th , 18 77, a committec was appointed to \\ait on the Town louncil 
" to urge the necessity of procuring a better mcans for the e:\.tinguish- 
ing of fires, as the present apparatus is incfficient to mcet the 
requirements of the town." The rqm:scntation of this committl'c 
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proved effectual, and resulted in the purchase of a new steam engine, 
which was handed over to the Company in September, 1877, 
New by-laws were subsequently adopted, in the passing of which, 
apparently, the name of the Company was changed from" Protection 
Fire Co. No. I" to "Protection Hose Co, No. I." Thcre is nothing 
in the minute hooks to show when the change was resolved upon; uut 
the by-laws in which the change occurs were passed at a meeting 
held May 6th, 1878, while the new name was not used in the 
minutes until July 8th, 1878, Fire wardens were also appointed 
about this time for the different wards of the town, 
New and improved apparatus was added to the equipment from 
time to time as the old became worn Ollt, :IS on June 5, 1882, a set of 
new ladders was procured, and in November, 1882, 500 feet of new 
hose was purchased. In regard to the latter the records show that a 
special meeting of the Company was called for November 23rd, 1882, 
for the object of testing the new hose; "but, owing to their having 
been sufficiently tested at the fire on the evening previous," the bill of 
$550, "the cost of said 500 feet of seamless cotton hose now before 
the Company, be received, stamped, and sent to the council for 
payment." 
In :\larch, 1886, the council-room of the Company in the fire-hall 
was completely refurnished, the entirc cost being defrayed by the 
members out of their salaries, 
During this year and the year previous an extraordinarily large 
numuer of fires had occurred, and as these were suspected by the 
Company to be of incendiary origin, it was resolved by minute dated 
June 15th, 1886, that the Council be requested" to investigate, 
and if possible ascertain, the cause or origin of those mysterious 
fires that are occurring from time to time." 
During the year I 887 it had been deemed desirable for thc 
Company to obtain a fancy hose carriage for eJ\.hibition purposes, 
and to enable them to hold this and other property it was found 
necessary to incorporate the Company. Accordingly, this was ùone, 
and the Company was incorporated under the name of "The 
Protection Hose Co, No, I," the incorporation being reported at a 
meeting of Dec. 5, 1887. 
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Thereafter [he question of procuring the new hose carriage was 
again taken up, 'and a very handsome one was ordered. at a cost of 
$9 00 (exclusive of the freight and duty, ahout $25 0 additional), 
the members agreeing to allow their yearly salaries to remain 
until they paid for it. The carriage was duly delivered on June 
2 I st, 1888, and is still in the possession of the Company. It is said 
to he the handsomest hose carriage in Ontario. 
A curious investment was made by the Company on July 24th, 
1888, when it was resolved: "That the rooster now on our centre 
table be purchased from l\[r, Biggar hyour first engineer for the sum 
of $1.00," and at the meeting ot August 6th, 1888, it was further 
resolved: "That each member drop 5c. on the table to pay for the 
rooster," 
\ handsome, stuffed game Bantum rooster is to-day one 
of the chief ornaments of the council chamber of the Company, and 
is presumably the bird which is the subject of these resolutions. 

r ysterious fires still continued to occur at frequent intervals, as 
will be noticed from a perusal of the fire record following, and to try 
to stop this a resolution was passed by the Company on Feburary 
4 th , 188 9, appointing a committee "to wait on the Council and 
request them to offcr a reward for thc arrcst and conviction of any 
person or persons who may be caught in the act of incendiarism." 
The Council complied with this request, with the result that fires 
became much less frequent. ..\ government detectivc who visited 
the town ob
erved that nlOst of these fires were not on valuable 
property, and concluded that it was the work of boys rather than 
of desperate incendiaries. 
For a considerahle time after this the number of fires 
eems to 
have decreased matcrially. although still ahnonnally large do\\ n to 
thc cnd of 18 9 6 . A change for the better then took place, and 
during the Jubilee year (18<)7) only three fires occurred, none of 
them being of very large e:\tcnt. 
Following are thc officers for 18 97 : 


Captain-\\'. J. Dougan. 
1st Lieutenant- E. Frascr. 
2nd " -H. I). Waltoll. 
Secretary-John Fleming. 
Tre.lsurer . \. 
I cClenchy. 


1st Branchman-Ceo. Frascr. 
2nd .\. laughlin, 
3 rd " - F. Reavley. 
4 th " - -'1'. Felker. 
5 th . \, Smerdon. 
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1St Engineer-N. Boutcher. 
2nd " - A. l\Iartin. 
... \sst, " - J as, H, Allen, 


6th TIranchman- T, Little, 
Janitor-P. Stecp
 


A
CIEXT ORDER OF HmERxlANS 
The Ancient Order of Hibernians of America was established 
ahout sixty-five years ago for the purpose of furnishing a fund of 
money to maintain the aged, blind, sick and infirm members, and 
inscribed on its banner is the motto: "Friendship, unity and 
Christian charity." Division No, 2 (Thorold) of 'Yelland County 
boasts of being the only Jubilee fraternal organization in town, as it 
was organized April 18, of this year (1897), by County President 
Griffin, assisted by members from St. Catharines, Merritton, Niagara 
Falls (N. y,) and Niagara Falls (Ont.) Divisions. The following 
members were chartered: 


James Swinton. Hugh McBride. 
\V, H, Gough. Thomas Flannery. 
Thomas F, Conlon, \rilliam Hart. 
Bryan Cain. William Daley. 
Thomas Tierney, Patrick J ardan. 
John ::\Ic
-1ahon. Edward Doyle. 

\. McKeague. l\I. "'halen. 
The following is the list of first officers: 
Chaplain-Rev, T. J, Sullivan, 
P . d t { Thos. F. Conlon. 
reSI en - J as, Swinton, 
\ 
. P . d t I J as, Swinton, 
lce- resl en- 
lJohn l\lahoney. 
R, S,- 'V. H. (;ough, 
F S _f\Villiam Daley. 
......, lThomas l\IcDermott. 
Treasurer-A, McKeague. 
The closing of the Jubilee year fi,1ds forty-two memhers 111 good 
standing on the roll. 


I )OMINION PLOWING ASSOrIATIO
 OF THE COUXTIES OF I,INCOLN 
AN D ,r ELL AND 
Thorold Township has always been particularly prominent in the 
annals of this Association, the organization of which dates from 
186 7, The late John R, Swayze was President for twelve successive 
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Years, while the office of Vice-president has heen held by r.. H. 
Kottmeirc, Robert 
r. \\'i1kerson and Thomas Edmondstone, C. 
T. \Vare has bcen Secretary for the last thirteen years: 
\ndrew 

liller of DeCew Falls was treasurer for si\. years, while that office is 
now filled by W, J. Dougan of Thorold. 
:\fany plowing matches under the auspices of this .\ssociation 
h:1ve been held in the Township, one h:1\'ing taken place on the f..mn 
of Sidey Upper, three or four at R. 
r. \\ïlkerson's, and several 
others on Thomas Edmondstone's farm. 
. \mong the many priæ-winners in the l'ownship are: .\rthur 
Horton (who won the first pri/e in his class after passing his three- 
score ye:1rs and ten), Thomas Edlllonùo.;tonl', Lachlin Carter, Samuel 
Smith, Lewis Koumeire, JLlI1leS Smith, \Iarcus A. Ware, Gcorgt> 
Snider, John Huggins, C. 1'. \\":1rc, \\"illiam I fnrt, Joseph J )ixon, 
loran SW:ly/e, John T. \rare and Harry Fa}'well. 


LOl{xr: CURLl:'llG Cl.UB 


The Lome Curling Club was formed in r878, and was rcceived 
into the Ontario Curling Association, then caned the Ontario Branch 
of the Royal Caledonian Curlin
 Cluh, in the same year. The Club 
membership was as follows: 
Patron - J ohn 
lc Donagh. 
President-J ohn Paterson, 
\"icc-president - -J ohn L. 
Ic Dona Id. 
Rl'J}resentatiR' :\Iemhers- John Paterson and David Walkcr. 
Secretary-Treasurer - :'.fanhe\\' Brown. 
Committee of 
lan.lgement -
\. .\lalcolm, J. Roh
on, A. :\fur- 
dock, J. Oo.;wold. 
:\icmhers-Rodcrick Campbell, Jas. :'.lel lon:1ld, .\Ie:\, Fraser, 
J. B. \\ïlson, \\". J. Richan,bon, (;eo. (;rcm ille, James l\IcX cil, 
Peter . \Igie. 
For the first year or two the game was pb}'cd on the canal, anù 
many interesting matches took place. I n the early eighties a stock 
company was organi/eú, and hy it was huilt the large rink on 
Ormond street at prescnt owncd by (;eo H. Williams ancJ used as a 
hasket WLHChol1se. This rink was used for both skatin:
 and cUlling 
until 188 9, whcn a new company wao; org
 nl/ed, and thc rink on 
Front street, now used hy the ('urlcrs, was huilt. Thi" huild- 
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ing is used for curling only, and is lighted with acetylene gas. The 
Lome Curling Club is looked upon as one of the strongest clubs in 
the Niagara District, and has many times won the District 
championship, 
The officers and skips for 1897-8 are as follows: 
Patron- John McDonagh. 
Patroness-Mrs, McDonagh. 
President-D. B. Crombie. 
Vicc-presi den t-J amcs l\:IcTa vish. 
Chaplain-Rev. \V. A. Cook. 
Secretary-treasurer-D, J. C. Munro. 
Representative Members-Charles Johnson, D, n. Crombie, 
Honorary Members-John Paterson (Winnipeg), James i\, 
Lowell, James Lawson, Alex, Fraser, Evan Fraser. 
Committee of Management-James Cook, Isaac McMann, Ceo, 
Henderson, Hector Mawdesl
y, Robt. Smith. 
Skips-D. B. Crombie, Chas. Johnson, D. J. c. Munro, Ceo, 
Henderson, \Vm, \VilIiams, Capt. Mawdesley, James McTavish, 
Isaac McMann: Ceo. H. Shaw, Robt. Smith, 0, J, Phelps, 
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A directory of Canada published by Lovell in 18 5 1 , compiled by 
\\" S. :\Iackay, says Thorold had a population of about 1,000, and 
was connected with St. Catharines by a stage line, the [;lre charged 
being I s, 3 d . The tòIiowing list of business houses, etc" is gin:n as 
being in existence at that time: 
Cowan (\\'m.) & Parke (James), '''eHand Canal flour-mills. 
Gibson, James, Niagara flour-mills, 
Hendershot, Wm. B.. general merchant. 
Keefer, Jacou, commissioner and conveyancer. 
Keefer, Ceorge, flouring-mills. 
Keefer, Peter, postmaster and clerk of dl\'ision court. 
Rolls. Henr\', 
I. I). 
\\'ard, \\'111.' H., saw and planing-mills and machinist. 
. \bbott, Thomas, shoemaker. 
.\lIen & Camphell, blacko.;miths. 
,\nderson, Alexander, grocer. 
. \ pple, Ceorge, shoemaker. 
Ball, Lewis .\., attorney-at-la\\'. 
Batten, John, butcher. 
Be:ltty, \\'m" tanner, 
Birheck, Richard, tinsmith, 
Butler. \\'m., \"cHand hotel. 
Carrol, Srkester, merchant. 
Carter, Edward, ma
on, 
Casper, John H., cooper. 
('od,hurn, Charles, bailiff. 
Cleveland (Syh'anus) &: Shroud (E, S,), E
change hotel. 
I )orris, Isabella, Farmers' inn. 
I )onaghue, Patrick. butcher. 
I )oug.1n, Rouert, merch.lI1t. 
Ev,1I1s, Rev, :\Ir., ,\Iethodist. 
Llir, l\lexander, ('nappr. 
Fish. \rm. T., merchant. 
Fisher &: :\Ic I )on::ild, carri:lge-m,lkers. 
Fuller, Re\-". Thol11:1s IL, Church of England. 
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Gardner, \Ym. N., Grocer, 
Gase, Joseph, Elgin flour-mills. 
Gordon, \\T., shoemaker. 
Grant, John, apothecary. 
Gisso, Chas., saddler, 
Grenville, John, carriage-maker. 
Henderson, Simeon, mason. 
Hilton, J. B. J., corn-broom maker. 
Hoover, Henry, cooper. 
lronsides, Robert, 1\"1. D. 
James, ""., merchant and baker. 
James, Hugh, carpenter. 
Keel, '''m" butcher, 
McArthur, Rial, recess. 
McKenzie, Daniel, cooper. 

lcKonachie, George, blacksmith. 
:\lc Donald, John, tailor. 
:i\lcDonagh, Mary, grocer. 
McIntyre, James, tailor. 
McIntyre, Joseph, cabinet-maker. 
1\1 cl\1ahon, H ugh, shoemaker. 
:l\Iartin, Robert, British American hotel. 
Morley, John, plough maker. 
Munro, James & Co., merchants. 
Patrick, John, baker. 
Paulding, Wm., tailor. 
Pew, Robert, school-teacher, 
Preston, Sylvester, chairmaker, 
Ramsay, \\'m., temperance hotel, Pottery and corporation clerk. 
Ranney, John L., \\Telland canal mills. 
Rogers, Chas., butcher. 
Smith, Robcrt, shoemaker. 
Stark, 
laurice, merchant tailor. 
Swartz, Peter H., hatter. 
Trew, Joseph, shoemaker. 
Turney, James, grocer, 
Ward, \Ym., carpenter. 
\raters, Thomas, auctioneer. 
Weeks, Tames, saddler. 
Winslo,,:, Alexander, British hotel. 
The same hook mentions Albnhurgh as a ., village situated on 
the north end of the deep cut," etc., 7 miles from St. Catharines, to 
which the usu.11 stage fare was IS. IoI
d. Population, 300, The 
busincss houses were: 
Rannie, John, general storekct'per and postmaster. 
Bowman, Joseph, pail factory. 
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Bump, Philander, tanner and hoot maker. 
Dennis, \rm., innkeeper, 
Duncan & Wright, grist-mill. 
Elmwood, R. F., doth factory and carding-milt 
Finlay, Patrick, innkeeper. 
Harper, John, innkeeper. 
Hoshal, Benjamin, cloth factory and carding-mill. 
Harle & Son, saddlers and harness'maker
. 
Jackson, John, LJoot and shoemaker, 
:\fussen, Philip S., bricklayer, 
::\fussen, James, bricklayer. 
Peart, John, innkeeper. 
Pennock, \\'111., general store. 
Rannie &: Tucker, lumber merchants, 
Sherwood, Harley, tailor. 
SwayLC, Samuel, turning-machine. 
Cpper, Joseph, innkeeper, 
Yanderburgh, Andrew, saw-mill. 
Williams, I )aniel, cabinet and chairmaker. 
"ïIliams, Daniel, shingle factory. 
\rilson, John c., carriage-maker, 
\\"right, "om., blacksmith. 
From Port Robinson to St. Catharines the same stage ran, with 
a fare of 2S. 6d, There was also still regular steamboat connection 
with Buffalo, the fare heing 55. Population about 4 00 . The 
busincss house:;; were: 



lurray, 
\ndrew, postmaster, collector of canal tolls, and 
CUstoms house officer. 
Abbey, John & James E., shiphuilders. 
Band, Robert & Co., flour-mill. 
Brooks, Wilson, tinsmith and stO\"c-dealer. 
Brown, l'homas, shoemaker, 
Coleman, Dilly, innkeeper and stage owner. 
Camphel:, John & Co., shoemaker:.. 
Crawford, E., tailor. 
Coulter, Robert, saddler. 
Donaldson, John & Co., plaster-mill. 
I )ilke, F. 11., druggi"t. 
Elliott, \r m., painter. 
Elliott, .\ndrcw, butcher. 
Elliott, Rohert, gencr,tI store, and in
urancl" agent. 
Evans, E. & Co., potash f
lCtory. 
Feener, Edward, tailor. 
(;riffiths, R. & ('0., hrickyard. 
(;rimes, J., tailor. 
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Hilton, Andrew & Co., broom-makers, 
Jakes, Dr. A., physician, etc. 
Jordan, George, innkeeper. 
Kelly, D., tailor, 
King, Dr. R. S., physician, etc. 
Lemons, John & Co" saw-mill. 
MacKay, Thomas, butcher, 
Marshall, \Y 111" painter. 
McCoppen, James, general stùre. 
McFarland, Duncan, commissioner of queen's bench. 
Pew, J. & J" blacksmiths, 
Peare, Henry, wagon-maker, 
Powell, John S" general store, bakery and livery stables, 
Roberts, \Ym" cabinet-maker. 
Stuart, Charles, ink and sealing-wax factory, 
Timms, Henry W., innkeeper, coroner and township clerk, 
\Vallace, Robert, biacksmith, 
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Battle, Est. of John, cement manuPct'r's and mushroom growers, 
Battle, Joseph, coal merchant. 
Bell, Robert, cooper. 
Burley, George, barber, 
Bodt", \"m., builder. 
Ca
adian Bank of Commerce; F, O. Cross, manager (part of year). 
Collier & Hurson, barristers. 
Creeggan, P. c., dentist. 
Cloy, George I )., groceries and ship chandlery. 
Campbell, Neil, physician. 
Conlon, T. & ]., lumber merchants arid vessel owners. 
Commarford, R., undertaker, 
Cartmell, William, quarries, 
Casey, F, \V" barrister, 
Caledonia Co., The, dry goods. 
Cave, "T. R., huilder. 
Dunn, l\I rs, l\f, c., stationery and fancy goods, 
I )ougan, R, & Co., groceries. 
Durkee, Z. \V" piano and sewing-machine agent. 
Donnelly, Patrick, hotel (
lansion House). 
Davy, James, pulp-mill. 
England, Wm., builder. 
Eddy, Robert, shoemaker. 
Flannery, 
[atthew, paint shop. 
Frey, John, hoots and shoes, 
Festing, H. W., haker. 
Foulds & Shaw, flour-millers (Weiland 'fills). 
Fridey, Henry, harness maker. 
Crenville Bros" paint shop. 
Crenville, John: postmaster. 
Garner, Mrs
 
L E., fancy and dry goods. 
Hannan, 
fichael, hotel (Weiland House). 
Hawse, John, chandler, 
Hunt, Joseph, market gardener. 
Johnston, R. J., physician. 
Johnstone Bros., drug store and Can. Express agency. 
J ones, Thomas, jeweller. 
Jones & Durkee, bicycle factory. 
J ohn
tonc, J. K., physician. 
Kennedy, Mrs. E" groceries. 
Kennedy, Matthew, merchant tailor. 
Koeppel, Emil, barber. 
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Lampman, \\'. T., jeweller. 
Lewis, Wm., tinsmith. 
Lodato, Augustus, fruit dealer. 
Munro, D. J. c., insurance agent. 
Munro, James &. Co., dry goods. 
Macartney, \\T. J., drug store and G. N. W. telegraph office. 
Millar, James &. Co" dry goods and merchant tailoring. 
Monro & Roantree, flour-mil1ers (Fife Mills). 
McCarthy, D., City Hotel (part of year), 
McMann, L., groceries, boots and shoes, furniture. pork packing. 
:\1c:\lahon, Patrick, wood and coal dealer. 
l\fcClure, Wm" physician. 
McKeague & Zimmerman, butchers. 
l\lcClenchy, Alex., flour and feed store. 
McTavish, James, N. C. R. and 
\m. Express agent. 
Oxley, R. W., G. T. R. agent. 
Penman Manufacturing Co., knitting-mill. 
Preston, Alonzo, tailor. 
Preston, A. H" restaurant. 
Potter, Thos., casket manufacturer. 
Pike, 'Vm., coal dealer. 
Pattison, T. F" insurance agent. 
Quebec Bank; D. B. Crombie, manager. 
Rogers, J. S., livery. 
Rinker, S" shoemaker. 
Stuart &. Felker, foundry and machine shop. 
Simson, T,. E., groceries and boots and shoes. 
Shriner, Richard, blacksmIth. 
Stewart, 1\1rs. J., groceries, 
Stanley, Alfred, paint shop. 
Smith, H. A" furniture manufacturer, 
Sutherland, A., photographer. 
Turner, Geo., blacksmith and wagon maker. 
Thompson, James &. Co., stoves and tinware. 
Taggart, James A" boots and shoes, bicycle agent. 
Thompson, John H., Prop. THE THOROLD POST Ptg. & Pub. Co, 
Upper &. Smith, butchers. 
Usher, Isaac &. Sons, cement manufacturers. 
Upper, Oscar, British hotel. 
\V eeks, James, harness shop. 
\ramer, Richard. livery. 
Winslow, WI11., City Hotel (part of )'mr), 
Walton, H. D., liquor store. 
\\ïlliams, \\'m., undertaker and carriage manufacturer. 
\\ïlliams, George H., basket manufacturer. 
\\ïlson, James, hardware and groceries. 
Wilson, John H., bakery. 
\Yalker, James, contractor. 
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VOTERS' LIST FOR THE YEAR 1897, Tow
 OF THOROLD 
St. George's IVard, Part I-Persons eutitled to vote at both lIfrmici- 
pal Electio11S and Elections to the Legislative Assembly 


Xame Occupation 
Arnold, James. . , . . Foreman 
Battle, Matthcw.. . . Foreman 
Band, John. . , , . 
IiIler 
Bennett, B C . . . , . . Büok- keep'r 
Batten, J oh n ...... Getltleman 
Birbeck, Richard... Tinsmith 
Battle, James. . . . . . 
\ccoun tant 
Battle, David. . , ,Accoun tan t 
Booth, H A . , . , . . . Car builder 
Calcott, Ceo ..".. Gentleman 
Clark, \\'m . _ . . . , . . Locktender 
Corbett, John ,.. . Locktender 
Cloy, :Martin ... _ _ . Trader 
Collins, John ...., I hcdgeman 
Cole, John. . . . . . ., Locktendcr 
('rom hie, I> B .,.' Bank Mgr 
Cowan, Thos .. , . . . I ocktendcr 
Carter, Henry, .... 
Iason 
Creegg
1Il, PC. , , , . . Dentist 
Camphell, Samuel .. Gentleman 
(lippcrton, \\" H . Teacher 
Campbell, Rodk. ., Locktender 
Clark, ..\de1hert ..,. Locktender 
Carr, Thomas ,.,.. Laborer 
Cloy, (;eo)) ....,. 
Ierchallt 
Cook, \\' 
\, _ . .. ., 
Iinister 
Cleve1
 Ild, J as P . . . . I ahorer 
Cook, Josei)h ..... I.ocktender 
CamplJdl, Neil _ . 
J I). 
Cook, James ...... l.ocktender 
Constahle, John. " Stonecutter 
I )urkee, 1 \\" ... . \gcllt 
I )uherty, Joseph, ., Teamster 
J)a bald, James ,..' Pt'ddler 


Name Occupation 
Durkee, \\'m ...... 
Iachinist 
Dougan, W J '" . . . Mcrchant 
England, \\. m . , . , . . Carpenter 
Eddy, Robert. , , . , . Shoemaker 
Fridey, Henry. , , . . , Bridge t'nd'r 
Fisher, John ...'.. Laborer 
Fisl1er, Albert. . . ., Papermaker 
Flynn, Edward " . Laborer 
Fairlie, Andre\\ .,.. (;entleman 
Flannery, :\latthcw. . Painter 
Flannery, Henry. . , . Painter 
Flett, J amcs .,.,.. Lahorer 
Forse, \\'m , . , . . ,Stonecutter 
Fish, \\" T ..,..... Clerk 
Foley, Thomas ,... Foreman 
Grisdale, Fred ,." Carpenter 
(;alhraith, ,ralter . Locktender 
(;ates, J amcs. ' . Sailor 
Henderson, John . Cooper 
Huggins, John E " Carpentcr 
Hartley, 'Y F ' _ _, 
Iusic t'ch'r 
Hendershot. ". 
I .. Contractor 
Hoovcr, R (; . . . Teamster 
Hunt, James .. ... Lahorer 
II utt, ". \, .. ... LahoreI' 
I-I a nnan, 
I J -. H otd keep'r 
Higgins, Henry,.. . Carpenter 
Hoovcr. Frank . . . ;'\Iachinist 
J u
tice, '\' m _ Stonccutter 
) ohnstonc, OmaT . I )ruggist 
Johnstone, \\' J . Druggist 
J ones, Thomas . Bien'le mfr 
La \ ille, \\"m ...... Stonecutter 
I orri ma n, I. (; .... T eaehcr 
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Lemon, B H .. . 1\I D 
Lampman, Thos. . . . Gentleman 
Lampman, \ V T. , . . Jeweller 
Lynch, John ...... Laborer 

Iarshall, \V .,. ., Machinist 
:\Tartin, Wm .,.,. . Mason 
Mable, George . Mason 
l\Iawdesley, H M . Tug man 
Mann, Volney ...' Carpenter 
Moore, Elijah,.. . . . Carpenter 
:;\1 umo, James .... l\lerchant 
)lallion, John. . , . . . Hostler 
Munro, D T C ,... .:\1erchant 
l\IcCarthy, . 0 ...... Hotel keep'r 
McIntosh, \Ym ..., Ry employe 
:;\IcMann, Leslie. . . , Merchant 
McIntyre, J D .... Cook 
Mcl\1ann, Isaac .. . . Locktender 
McKenney, John . Engineer 
.:\IcTavish, James . Station mstr 

lcClure, \\'m . . , . . . 1\1 J) 

lcBride, J 01111. . . . - Teamster 
N ewton, Ceo ,..... Locktenùer 
Neil, \\"m ........ Traveller 
O'Connor, L ...... Electrician 
O'Dea, John ...... Section man 
Oats, Daniel ...... Stonecutter 
O'Donnell, John. . . . S<lilor 
Philip, W .... \ . . . . . . . . 1\1 usic t'ch'r 
Preston, Alonzo . . , , Tailor 
Pattison, Thos F . , . Customs 
Rogers, Jared. . . . , _ Livery 
Roach, John .,.,.. Engineer 
Rockett, Andrew ., Section man 
Robertson, David ., Stonecutter 


Smerdon, J as \\' , . . . Locktender 
Smerdon, Alfred. . Papermaker 
Stuart, Tohn ...... Founder 
Simson; T E ...... 1\Ierchant 
Schwaller, John F .. Gentleman 
8nider, Geo . . , . , . . Laborer 
Slingerland, Wm. . . . Sectionman 
Secord, Wm ...... Engineer 
Spencer, PL... . . . :\linister 
Sh:l\\", Gco H.. ,Accountant 
Smith, Robert . . . Laborer 
Shriner, Richard ,., Blacksmith 
Stevenson, Joseph Laborer 
Stevens, T ohn . . . .. Laborer 
Turner, {;eo , _ _ _ , Blacksmith 
Turner, Geo A .,.' \Yagon mkr 
Thompson, James .. Merchant 
Taggart, James. \ . Shoemaker 
Thompson, John H Printer '! 
Thomas, \\'m . . . ,Stonecutter 
Ll->per, James S . _ Ryemploye 
Upper, George . . , Locktcnder 
Usher, IS<lac . . Cement mfr 
Usher, Hudson.... Cement mfr 
Usher, James. . . . . . Cement mfr 
Upper, Albert H . _ Locktender 
Upper, Oscar ...., Hotel keep'r 
Walker, Benjamin _. Gentleman 
Walker, James ,Contractor 
Weeks, C;eorge .... 
[usic t'cher 
\reeks, Tames ..... Harnessmkr 
\\'arner,'Richard, . Livery 
Winslow, \\'m..... Hotelkcep'r 
Walton, H D . . . .. Liquor dealr 
Williams, Will.. , . . _ Cndertakcr 


Part II-Persons entitled 10 vole at .JI.lullicipal Electiolls OIl!.Y 
.l\ndrews, Miss F E Bradley, Alice Conlon, Thos 
Alexander, l\Irs E Battle, John Dougan, Elizabeth 
Abbott, Effie Ball, J i-I I )unn, P A 
Boyle, Jane Battle, Richard England, Mrs F 
Rattle Joseph Battle, Patrick S Fride}', Bridget 
naIl, Mary .\nn Campbell, Jane Fraser, Evan 
Burton, \rlll H Cowan, l\Irs Sarah Fraser, 
lrs Jane 
Burnison, .:\lary Caspar, Phæbe Fra
er, .\lex 
Berry, :\Jary Cowan. :\laud HOO\Tr, Catherine 



Hcndcrson, Phæbe 
Hoover, 
lary 
Hoover, ..\nnie 
Hare, C B 
Kcnnedy, Ellen 
Lampman, Amelia 
J...,1.mpman, Elsie 
La wson, Tames 
l\Iarshall: Janc 
l\Ionro, Hillena 
1\1 iller, 
Iiss E 
:\1 iller, Jane 


APPEXDIX C 


Macartney, \'" J 

lcArthur, Jane 

lcCulloch, 
 \ndrcw 
Pike, :\1 rs 
Pike, Fred 
Philip, Elizabeth 
Pike, Robert 
Ripley, 
Irs 
\ 
Stewart, Beatrice 
Sangster, .\lex 
Stevenson, Charles 
Stcwart, Julia 
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Tracy, E St G 
Tyler, Louisa 
Tucker, H 
Tucker, J 
Wilson, Sarah 
Wilson, J amcs 
\Valker, Robcrt 
"" alton, F T 
""eir, Agnes 
Young, 
Iary J anc 


Part III-Persons entitled to vote at Ela/ions to the Legislative 
AssembÖ' only 


Arnold, Ernest 
Bradley, Stephen 
Brennen, IS3ac 
Carter, Charles 
Cook, Peter 
Cookson, 'rhos 
Doherty, Wm 
Dell, James, J r 
I )oherty, (;eorge 


Dell, James 
Doherty, James 
Edmonds, Samuel 
Forse, Frank 
Hom"er, Jolm 
Hartley, \\' E 
Justice, Thos 
Lynch, Edward 
l\IcBride, H 


Pricc. Freeman 
Pearson, Frank 
Patterson, I) 
Smerdon, Arthur 
Spencer, Ernest 
Turner, Louis 
L' pper, Horatio 
ü pper, Richard L 


St. Andrew's lVard, Part I -Persons entitled to votl at blJth ,Jfunici- 
fal Electio1ls and Elections to tile Legislative Assembly 


Name Occupation 
.\llan, Joseph. . . , , . Papermaker 
Allan, Wm ,. . _" . Teamster 
.\rmstrong, Lf'wis ,. 
Iiller 
Bessey, Loran, , ., . 
Jiller 
Battle, Joseph. . . . , . Coal dealer 
Boyle, Wm" ,., . Carpenter 
Burley, T J . . '" Basket mkr 
Burley, Wm .." . . . . Carpcnter 
Bye, Henry. . " '" Paper maker 
Br.lllley, Arthur ,_. Teamster 
Brennen, (;eo , , . , Lahorer 
Brennen, . \bram ., , Locktender 
Brannigan, 
Iichael. I ahorer 
Bye, J oscph . .. ... Laborer 
('unningham,.\ ...1 aborer 
Cartmell, \\'m ".. Stonecutter 
I kll, Warrcn .... . . 
Iiller 


Name Occupation 
Dunn, P.\ ....... Moulder 
Dundas, Robert. , . , Laborer 
I )useau, Henry ",. Stonecutter 
Donnelly, Patrick .. Hotel 
I )aley, Jolm. . . . . .. I.aborcr 
I)unn, \\" H . . . , " . Foreman 
Eynon, Chas . ..,. Gentleman 
Ekins, Walter. .. , Farmer 
Frey, John. ...., . Shoemaker 
Felker, \\" L... . Founder 
Festing, H \\". . . , , ,Baker 
Fleming, \\'m.. . . , , Bridgctcndr 
(;arner, Oscar N ... :'.Iarkctclerk 
Gray, (;eorge .,.., 
Iill\\'right 
(
ough, Henry " .. laborer 
(;ilchrist, Xcii, . . . . , I auorer 
Ilc)\\cll, C II .,.,. ,('arpentl'f 
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Howcll, John 1\1. . . . Carpcnter 
Howell, W H., ... Carpenter 
Hilton. Joseph. . . . . Laborer 
Hellghan, Joseph. . . Machinist 
Holland, Geo. . . . . . Laborer 
Holland, \V H. . . . . Paper maker 
H unt, Joseph. . .. . Gardener 
Holland, r ohn . . .. Lock tender 
Johnson, Charlcs ., Gardener 
Kennedv, 
latthew . Tailor 
Liddyco
t, Gcorge. . Paper maker 
Lymburner, Henry. . Engineer 
Laughlin, Andrew . Carpenter 
Lowc, Thos . , . . . . . Laborer 
l\Iable, Samuel. . . . . I.aborer 

Tiddough, P S .... Railroader 
.i\IcCill, James. .. . Electrician 
.:\IcNeil, Tamcs... . . Laborer 
Me 1 )onaid, James , Carpenter 
McDonald, H .., _ Gentleman 
l\Ic Donald, '\T J . . . .I.aborer 
McDonagh, John. . . (;entleman 
:\IcBride, Thos D .. Accountant 
.:\TcNulty, John .,.. Bridgetendr 

[cN uItv, "'m . . . . , Teamster 

IcDon;ld, Ronald. F'oreman 

[cl\[ullen, John. . . . Laborer 

lcl\Iullen, Wm . . . . Teamster 

IcCausland, John. ,Stonecutter 

k Donald, Tames.. Stonecutter 
.!\Ie Lean, Ccorge .. . La borer 


Neil, John " . . , . . . Locktcnder 
Notman, Wm,... . . Blacksmith 
Oats, John. . . , . . . . Foreman 
Oxley, R ,,, . , . . . . . Station mstr 
Potter, T T . . . . . . . Casket mfgr 
Phillips, Henry .,.. Locktender 
Pierson, Arthur , . Laborer 
Pierson, James .... Loektender 
Porter, (;eorge . . I,aborer 
Reid, Thomas. . . . . Laborer 
Reavley, A \V . . . . . Teacher 
Rouse, Philip.,.... Engineer 
Runchey, George. . . Laborer 
Stoddart, \V G .... Trimmer 
Scharfenberger, Bart, Sawyer 
Scharfenberger,Jas, . Sawyer 
Slater, Thomas .... Paper Inaker 
Scharfen bergér, J os , Laborer 
Stevenson, C N . . . . Tinsmith 
Stevens, T as _ . . _ . Laborer 
Tracy, St G E. ... Gentleman 
Tyson, Chas ...... Paper maker 
Williams, G H ... Kasket makr 
Woodward, Jas .... Laborer 
"TaIton, F T , . . . . :\Ianager 
Wills, ..\lex . . . . . Laborer 
,ralrond, T J . . . . . . Tcacher 
\\ïlson, \Vm ..,.. ':\[iller 
Walker, John ..... Bridgetendr 
Williams, R C ,., Foreman 


ParI II-Persons entitled to vote at iJIullicipal EleclÙms (Ill!)' 
Battle, Thos Baltle, Cecelia Cilpin, Sarah 
Rattle, Richard Ca\cott, Geo (;ilpin, EliLabeth 
Battle, l\Iartin Commarford, R Cearin, Ellen 
Battle, 
latthew Conlon, Thas Kearney, Mary 
Battle, David Cooper, Hannah Keefer, T C 
Brennen, :\[argaret Campbell, . \lex Kendrick, .:\1 rs 
Brownlee, EliLa Courtney, Dennis Lewis, \" R 
Blackstock, .\nnic Darwin, Thos Lockerbie, .:\lrs 
IJa"ter, Caroline I )orris Bridud Miller, Harriet 
nllrns, James Fan-ie: Brid
t .:\Iacartney, \V J 
Broderick, John Foley, Thos .:\Iartin, Jas 
Rattle, James Calbraith, Eliza 1\IcCovern, C 
Battle, Patrick Galbraith, Frank :\lcArthur, Jane 



:\lc\rthur, E L C 
.JkCleary, ,rm 

lcDonald, Pleasant 
McCleary, A 

lcCleary, :\[ 

lcl )onald, Jane F 
:\Ic.\rthur, H :\1 
:\fcFariand, Ceo 

IcNeft: l\lrs 
Ramsay, lJavid 
Stuart, "'m 


\PPENT)JX C 


Stewart, Julia 
Shriner, Richard 
Stuart, John 
Small, 'Ì'hos 
Stuart, Mary 
Stuart, Ceo 
Turner, (;eo 
Tucker, B 
Tucker, J 
Crlocker, Louisa 
\\'halen, An n 


II 


\\ïlliams, \\'m 
'Valton, H D 
\\ïlson, l\Irs J 
". alker, Ben 
Walton, Nettie 
Wilkerson, C :\1 
'Valton, Florence 
, Vilson, James 
Young, )Iargaret 


Part III-Persons entitled to vote at Elections to the Legislativ
 
Assembly only 


..\mes, Robert 
Cartmell, James 
Cartmell, Frank 
Cartmell, Joseph 
Cartmell, John 
Ekins, \, m 
Ekins, (;eo 
Fleming, John 
French, 1\ orman 
Holland, James 
I1ill, John 
Hunt, Jos, Jr 


Johnson, Fred 
kaiser, 
 \rnold 
I.ockerbie, )) 
Lockerbie, F 
Mann, Amos 
:\[artin, Samuel 
Martin, Dawson 
McLean, John 
McDonald, Tas, Tr 
:\IcDonald, bani'cl 
:\lc
ultr, 1'hos 
Pearson, \\"m 


Porter, Ceo 
I )orter, Harry 
Porter, Chas 
Robinson, . \lbert 
Ryckman, 'Walter 
Shea, Thos 
Thatcher, "om 
""ills, 'Ym 
Young, Jas 
\ oung, John 


. 


St. Patrick's lVard, Part I -PerS01ls entilled to vote at both ./Ibmici. 
þal Electio1ls and Elections to the LeArislative Assemb/;' 


Name Occupation 
.\ikens, Henry .... Carpenter 

\lIen, James -. '., I.abarer 
Booth, Thos ,.,.,. Carpenter 
Uowman, En. . , . . J\Iiller 
Hracllev, \\'m -.,., Teamster 
Burley; C;eo ,.",. Barber 
Brown, Francis ,. ,:\b.son 
Collins, fohn... . . , Locktender 
Caffrey, James ..,. Herùer 
Commarford, Thos . Locktcnder 
Culligan, Patrick. . . Laborer 
Cain, Bryan . . , . . Stonecutter 
Collins, .\nthony .. Fore'man 
Cloy, John. , , . , . . , :\Icf<'hant 
Collins, John :\1.. . Engineer 
Clark, Rev Ceo, . . . :\Tethodist 


Name Occupation 
Crawford, J allies , . . Bridge t'nù'r 
Clark, John. .....1 aborer 
Casey, F\\'., , , . Barrister 
Cleveland, Sam , . , . Carpenter 
Crawford, Edward.. Bridg-e t',I'llr 
1 )ab.lId, Ceo ...... Peddler 
Doyle, Edward " . I ahorer 
I )cnt, Harry ,.., ,Laborer 
Ellis, Jamls . . , . . . , Locktcnder 
Ekins, Walter... . . . Mason 
Foster, . \ . , (;ardener 
Foley, Eùward. '" Pulpm3ker 
Freel, Thomas...., I.ocktender 
(;rel1\'iIle, T E. . , , . Painter 
Crcl1\'iIle, John I) . Painter 
(;renviIle, John. . . . Postnla.ster 
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Gartley, Samuel G. . Knitter 
Griffiths, Wm . . . , , ,Carpenter 
Gearin, John ..,... Laborer 
Gunning, 
Iichael . . Laborer 
Hillman, J 
 F. . . . Locktender 
Hughes, Henry. . . _ Laborer 
Heysel, John , . . . Stonecutter 
Hart, Matthew ,... Gentleman 
Heenan, John . . . Gentleman 
Hcysel, James. . . . . Stonecutter 
Judge, Michael.... Lauorer 
Jordan, l\laurice . . . . Laborer 
J ames, Hugh .. . . . . Gentleman 
Koeppel, Emil. . . Barher 
Kerr, John.. .,.... Laborer 
Loùato, Augustus _. Fruit ùealer 

Iurray, Luke . .. Laborer 
l\Iitchell, J os B . - . - Teamster 
:\[atthewson, I) W, . Locktender 
:l\Iacartney, W J . ., Druggist 
l\lawdesley, J \V . . . Captain 
Millar, na\"id E, . . , Tailor 
Millar, lames...... Tailor 
Madill, ) ames.. .., Locktender 
1\Ionro, Arch , , . . . . 
lachinist 
McGarry, 
Iartin, . . Laborer 


l\Icl\Iannan, Edw'd . Laborer 

IcCarthy, John. . . . Laborer 
:\IcKeague, Archie. Butcher 
McCarthy, 
lichael, Locktender 
McArthur, G E . . . . Traveller 
l\Ic..\ndrew, Patrick. Engineer 
McCabe, James.. . ,Trader 
McIntosh, Edgar ,. Butcher 
l\Ic:\Iann, Fred ,.. Sailor 
::\lcGovern, Thos. . Locktender 
O'Melia, Michael . Lahorer 
Preston, A H ..... Restaurant 
Pollock, John.. , .. L::I horer 
Reuter, Jàcob ' _ . , . . Locktender 
Saunders, \V P ..., I )i\"er 
Sulli\'an, Rev T J .. R Catholic 
Sav::l
e, Robert ..' Stonecutter 
Stanley, Alfreù .., Paintt?r 
Turney, Thos '.. Pulpmaker 
Thompson, John A. Stonecutter 
Ward, James, sr, . . . Laborer 
\rard, James, jr, . . . Laborer 
"Tilson, John H,... Baker 
\\Ilson, A J. ..... Clerk 
Wilson, James. . . . . Grocer 


Part II-Persolls entitled to vote at llfl/llici}al Electio/ls only 


Armstrong, L A 
Allen, Ellen 
Beatty, Jas H 
Bcrhalter, Mary 
Bennett, Catherine 
Battle, Matthew 
Battle, David 
Battle, Joseph 
Battle, James 
Battle, 
rartin 
Rattle, Richard 
Battle, Thos 
Dattle, Patrick 
Battle, M rs Cecelia 
13attle, Cecelia 
Culligan, M 
Copeland, :\Iargaret 
Cartmell, "T 111 
Caffrey, :\lrs , 
Comrnarford, :\Iary 
Cronin, Honora 


Cloy, Geo D 
Cromhie, J) B 
))a vy, James 
Freel, Cecelia 
Frazer, \,- A 
Freel, Maurice 
Foley, Wm 
Gunning, Bridget 
Grenville, \r D 
Hennessey, _\laggie 
Hawse, John 
Hardy, ,Mary A 
Jones, Annie 
Keefer, W N 
Kearney, Kate 
Lahany, Bridget 
Leeson, Richard 
Manley, Frank 
Merritt, Thos 
Monro, Helena J 
:\lonro, \ r m 


1\Ic.\ndrew, :\Iary 
:\IcAndrew, Michael 
!\IcMann, Leslie 
i\Icl )ermott, 
lrs 
McKeague, Mary 
l\lc EI roy, Eli7a J 
McKeever, \\r 
Oille, L S 
Pew, Robert 
Ripley, Sophia 
Roantree, R 13 
Shriner, John 
Shaw, G-H 
Seymour, 
\ \V 
Tr<lcy, St G E 
Tucker, B 
Tucker, J 
U rlocker, Michael 
Zimmerman, H 



APPEJ'\I>IX C 


I'" 
.) 


Part III-Persons entitled to vott! at Elections to the Legislative 
A5sembl;' only 


Booth, Herbert 
Booth, \Ym 
Commarford, T as 
Collins, Charlès 
Cloy, Herbert 
Collins, Frank 
Ellis, Harry 
I )oyle, Harry 
Gren\'ille, Fred 


Gunning, John 
Gunning, l\I, Jr 
Gunning, James 
Hart, Joseph 
Judge; Patrick 
Lockerby, James 
\IcGo\'ern, ".m 

Iellor, A H 
Mawdcsley, \\'alkden 


Macartney, Charles 
1\Ic.\ndrew, John 
McGovern, Thos 
McGovern, John 
Savage, Barney T 
\\Talker, Robert 
Walker, Ceo 


St. DavÙI'J TVard, Part I-Persons entitled to vote a/ both .AlunicÏþal 
Elec!Ùms and Ele{/Ùms /0 th
 Legis/a/hoe Assembly 


Name Occupation 
Bradley, Thos . , . , . Locktender 
Bradley, Alex.. . . , . Quarryman 
Houck, James. . . . . . Laborer 
Hell, Robert .... . Cooper 
Bessey, Howard.... Papermakcr 
Bessey, Peter J .. . Carpenter 
Bell, Thomas, " . Cooper 
Bessey, EA. . , . Laborer 
Bye, James. -. .... Papermakcr 
Beatty, J as H ...., Gentleman 
Boutchcr, i\ elson "Laborer 
Batten, Henry . . ,Ccntlell1an 
Clark, Ralph L " . We.lver 
Clark, Z . .. .. ,Paperma ker 
Commarford, R,... Carpenter 
(
ommarford, John . Carpenter 
('ommarford, Wm.. Butcher 
Coady, 
I ichael . . . . Locktender 
Caffrey, J as 0 ' . . . . . Laborer 
Cave, \\' R.. . . . , . . Carpt'nter 
Collins, l'homas . . :\Iiller 
Conlon, Thomas . Contractor 
Coyle, J 01111 . . . . ., Teamster 
1 ).lle, J as .,.., .. Cooper 
I )awson, George. , . . Knitter 
I )arker, (;corge , . . . Carpenter 
I ).tle, Tames....,., 
liller 
I )alc, 'Ï"homas ,... l\J ouldcr 
I >ell, Hiram. . . . Laborer 
I )unùao.;, Thos, . . . . . Laborer 


Name Occupation 
Flannery, Thos .... Laborer 
Flannery, 
Iichael.. Teamster 
Forsyth, Thomas... Millwright 
Frazer, ".\ .,.. .C;entleman 
Griffiths, \Yilson. . . . Lahorer 
Hanna, Thos... , , . Locktender 
Hutty, James..,.,' Laborer 
Henderson, (; \Y. . . Forcman 
Hawse, J 01111 ,.,... Chandler 
r ackson, I)a vid ." - laborer 
) ordan 
[ichael . . . . I.aborer 
rohnston, R , _'" .1\1 )) 
"lohnstone, r - K ....:\1 )) 
kergan, John.., " locktender 
Laughlin, Roht ." Locktcnder 
Lewis, W ){ . , . . " lïnsmith 
:\lahoney, C. . . " .. Laborer 
l\IOIsley, John F . . , Lahorer 
i\lartin, .\dam . .. .. Constable 

l urray, Charles, . . . Teamster 

[oss, R r .....', Cotton-mills 
Manley, hank..... I )redgeman 
Monro, \\TIlI .,.". 
Iiller 
Madill, l'homas... Paper maker 

l ora n, :\1 i,hacl . I ahorer 
,Ie Phcrson, Lcwis,. Lahorcr 
\ It- 
Iah()n, P . .. ., Teamster 

[C<lcary, \\'m , . 
[ P 

rc( ;ill, \\'m ,.. " (;entleman 
:\k Leod, John ,... Lo,ktcnder 
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l\kClenchy, Alex .. Feed store 
O'Brean, John _ . . . . Paperma ker 
Pew, Frank M . . . . . Cooper 
Poulin, Francis _,.. Laborer 
Paterson, James. . . .l\1achinist 
Price, Geo , .' ... Paper maker 
Pew, Den H .,. .. Butcher 
Royal, M J ....,.. Author 
Roantree, R B. , . . . l\Iiller 
Saunders, Joseph . Laborer 
Swetka, Joseph .... Laborer 
Swinton, Tas ,..... Locktender 
Stewart, .t ohn . . , . . . Laborer 


Small, Thomas .... Paper maker 
Schuman, Fred. . . . , Locktender 
Smith, Henry .\. . . . Manuf'ct'rer 
Steep, Peter. . . . _ , . Teamster 
Thomas, t;co _ , . . . . Stonecutter 
U rlocker, John .... Bailiff 
Upper, Jared.. . .. Blacksmith 
Upper, Luther. _, . Paper maker 
Wilson, \\"m ...... Teamster 
Williamson, \Vm . . . Paper maker 
Weldon, J .....,.. Farmer 
\Vilson, Thos..,... Laborcr 


Part II-Persons mtitled 10 vole at jJblllicipal Electio1/s 01l1y 


Dell, l\Irs Thos 
Ratten, John 
Craig, John L 
Clark, Henrietta 
Curry, H F 
Conlon, Th05 F 
Conlon, John 
Cloy, G D 
Calcott, George 
Commarford, B 
Doidge, Mary 
Dobbie, l\Iary J 
Donald, Isabella 
Dougan, Elizabeth 
Düugan, W J 
Eastwood, l\1rs 
Flagg, Polly 
Forgie, James 
Foulds, Thos 
Golden, J 01111 


Golden, Tames 
Golden, Î\1 ichacl 
Garner, l\Irs 
Gough, l\lary 
(;rallt, John 
Grenvillle, John 
Harriman, James 
Jamieson, Jessie 
Keefer, l' C 
Kelly, \Iargaret 
Kirkpatrick, Mrs 
Lafferty, Eli.wbeth 
Long, :\Iargaret 
Mooney, :\-[ary 
\nn 
Moran, l\Iary 
Murray, James 
Morgan, Susan 
l\Iadill, James 
McGraw, Barney 
Macartney, \V J 


l\Ic.\rtlJur, G E 
McNamara, Kate 
:\TcKenny, ] ohn 
:\1 eFarland, .\melia 
l\IcNamara, 
1ary 
l\1eN amara, Annie 
T\lcDonagh, John 
Nihan, Thos, sr 
O'Bripn, Susan 
Pew, Margaret 
Phelps, Oliver 
Shaw, }-I 
Tracy, St (; E 
Taylor, Tho
 
Wilson, \V J 
\\ïlson, James 
\\'inslow, Wm 
\\ïlliams, G H 
\\ïlson, Susanna 
Yokome, Levina 


Part III-Persons mlit/ed to vole at Elections to the Lc:r:is/ati'i'e 
Assemb!J' only 


Bessey, Jas H 
Bell, \\. alter 
Coyle, Arthur 
Coyle, Daniel 
Eastwood. Jas 


Fraser, Ceo 
Griîfin, Patrick 
Gough, \\. m 
H ilto:l, James E 
Jordan, Patrick 


Mahony, John 

lcGill, Arthur 
\IcN amar:l, \1 
Steep, Albert 
Wilson, 
\lcx 
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COUNCILLORS AND OFFlCFRS OF THE VILLAGE OF THOROLD 
(IXCORPORATED 1850) 
Reeve-\\'m. Tames. 
Councillors- Ù'. B. Hendershot, Alex. Christie, \Yilliam "Taud, 
John Borle. 
.'\ssessors- John Keefer, Hemy HoO\'er, \rm. Ramsay. 
('ollector-James Parke. 
Treasurer-Ceo. Keefer, Jr. 
· Clerk-\rm. Ramsay. 
18 5 1 
Reeve_\\T. n', Hendershot. 
Councillors'-\\'I}l, James, John Grant, James Parke, \V, H. 
Ward. 

\ssessors-Jas, 
[unro, Hugh Patterson, Wm. Beatty, 
Collector -- J. I. B. Hilton. 
Clerk-\\"m, Ramsay. 
Treasurer- Geo, Keefer. 


18 52 
Rceve- \\'m. IJ. Hendershot. 
Councillurs-\\'m. James, John Keefer, John Boyle, Jas.Gihson. 
Assessor- Tames :\[unro, 
Collector-=Hugh James. 
Clerk-- \\'111. Ramsay. 
Treasurer-( 
eorge Keefer. 
18 53 
Reeve- \V. D. Hendershot. 
Councillors-(;eorge Keefer, James (
ibson, John Boyle, John 
Keefer: Hugh James took his seat as Councillor on the 1 I th of July, 
I R 53, having been elected in
tcad of Ceorg-e Keefer, who resigned. 
Assessor-James :\r umu. 
('ollcctor- r ohn Heenan, 
Clerk-Ale
ander Stanley. 
Treasllrcr- ],lcoh Keefer. 
18 54 
Ree\'e- \ \" m. B. I I cndcrshot. 
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Councillors-John Boyle, John Keefer, Hugh James, George 
Elliott. 
Assessors-\V. N. Garden, \V. T, Fish, 
Collector-John Heenan. 
Clerk-Alex. Stanley. 
Treasurer-Jacob Keefer. 


18 55 


Reeve-Wm. James, 
Councillors-John Boyle, Hugh James, Gco. Elliott, John 
Morley, 
Clerk-Alex, Stanley. 
Assessors-Robt. Dougan, James :Munro. 
Collector- \V m. Garden. 
Treasurer- Jacob Keefer. 


18 5 6 


Reeve- John Grant. 
Councillors- R, B. McPherson, John Morlcy, C. W. Gisso, R 
McMann. 
Clerk-John D. l\Iurray. 
Assessors-Robert Dougan, \V, T. Fish. 
Collector-\\'. N. Garden. 
Treasurer- Jacob Keefer. 


18.57 


Reeve-John Grant. 
Councillors-R. B. McPherson, B, Mc
Iann, 
\. Schwallcr, D. 
N. Moore, 
Assessors-Daniel McKenzie, \\Talkdcn 
Jawdeslcy. 
Clcrk- J. l), Murray. 
Tax Collector-W. N. Gardcn, 
Treasurer-Jacob Kee(ér. 


18 5 8 


Reeve-James H. Beatty. 
Councillors- J as, Shannon, R. n. McPherson, D. N. l\loore, 
A. Schwaller. 
Assessors-W, T. Fish, Hugh James, 
Collector-\V. N. Garden. 
Clerk- J. D. l\lurray. 
Treasurer- Jacob Keefer, 


18 59 


Reeve- J ohn (
rant. 
Councillors-\\'. T. Fish, A. Schwaller, John Band, 1>. N, 
:1\1oore, 
Assessors-H. James, L. C. Camp. 
Collector-John Heenan. 
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Clerk- \Valkden Mawdesley, 
Treasurer-J acob Keefer. 
Auditúrs- J ames Munro, Geo. Keefer. 
1860 
Reeve- R. B. l\fcPherson, 
Councillors-\V. T. Fish, James H. BeaUr, John Band, A. 
Schwaller, 
Assessors-Hugh James, L. C. Camp. 
Collector-John Heenan, 
Treasurer-Jacob Keefer, 
Clerk-C. P. McCiverin. 
Auditors-H. Marlatt, James l\Iunro. 
1861 
Reeve-\V, B. Hendershot. 
Councillors- \V. T. Fish, Ceo. Keefer, '1', 1\fcGiverin, James 
Beatty. 
Clerk-C. P. l\lcGiverin, 
Treasurer-Jacob Keefer. 
Auditors-James 
lunro, Alex. Hutcheson, 
Assessors-Hugh James, L. C. Camp. 
Collector-J ohn Heenan, 
::\larket Clerk-:\laxwell \Valkenshaw, 
1862 


Reeve-Jas. H, Beatty, 
Councillors-\V, T, Fish, p, Donahoe, John McDonagh, Alex- 
ander Hutcheson. 
Collector-John Heenan, 
Assessors- \Vm. Ramsay, Rohert Dougal], 
Auditors- Jas, .I\J unro, R, B. McPherson. 
Clerk-C. P. 'lcGiverin. 
Market Clerk- \Iaxwell "ralkenshaw, 
Treasurer-I... C. Camp (J. Keefer resigned). 
186 3 
Reeve-Amantus Schwaller. 
Councillors-,\V. T. FiSh, J. ::\fcDonagh, Alex. Hutcheson, Jas, 
H. Beatty. 
Audilors-R. H. McPherson, Jas, Munro, 
.\ssessors-Hugh James, Rouert Pew. 
Clerk- C. p, l\IcGiverin. 
Treasurer-I.. C. Camp. 
Collector-John Heenan. 


186 4 


Reeve-A. Schwaller. 
Councillors-john :\fcDoll;\gh, \\'m, r. Fish, \V. James, James 

lunro. 
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Clerk-C. p, l\IcGi\-oerin. 
Treasurer-L. C.. Camp. 
Assessors-Hugh James, Robert Pew, 
Auditors-R. M. Richardson, R. B. Me Pherson. 
Collector-R, D. Hendershot. 
186 5 


Reeve-\\T m . James. 
Councillors-A. Schwaller, John Batten, Jas, \lumo, p, n. 
Owens. 
Auditors-R, B. McPherson, \"m. Ramsay. 

\ssessors-Hugh James, Robert Pew. 
Collector-Sampson Hawthorn, 
Clerk-C. P. l\lcGiverin, 
Treasurer-L. C. Camp. 
l\larket Clerk-\Vm. Ramsay, 
License Inspector-\Vm. Ramsay, 
1866 


Ree\-"e-P, B. Owens. 
CounciIlors-\Vm. James, A. Schwaller, James Munro, John 
:\1c Donagh. 
Clerk-F, Lampman. 
Treasurer-L. C. Camp. 
Assessors-Hugh James, Rohert Pew. 
Collector-\\Tm, T. Fish. 
Auditors-Robt. Dougan, R. B. McPherson. 
186 7 


Reeve-\Ym, James. 
Councillors-A. Schwaller, J no. Beatty, J as. Lawson, Geo. T. 
Florey. 
Assessor--A, Stanley. 
Collector-R. B. McPherson. 
Treasurer-L. C. Camp, 
Clerk-F. Lampman. 
Auditors-Robert Dougan, R. B. McPherson, 
1868 


Reeve-A. Schwaller. 
Councillors-John D. Beatty, Arch. Dobbie, John Carter, 
Geo. Keefer, 
Assessors-James Munro, Alex, Stanley. 
Collector- J, E. Brown, 
Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish. 
Tre
surer- J, c. Lampman, 
186 9 


Reeve-A, Schwaller. 
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Councillors-James Lawson, John Keefer, George McFarland, 
John I), Beatty. 
Assessors-Arthur (;arden, Alexander Stanley, 
Collector-Robert Eddy, 
Clerk- \V m. T. Fish. 
Treasurer- J, c. Lampman. 
18 7 0 


Reeve-fames Lawson, 
Councillors- J. B. Smyth, John McDonagh, Robert Curry, 
John Grenville. 
Assessors-Rufus S. SwaY7e, John Hawse, 
Collectors-John Hawse, Rufus Swayze. 
Clerk-\Ym. T, Fish, 
Treasurer-\\', J, Stevenson. 
187 1 


Reeve-John McDonagh, 
Councillors-Robert Curry, John Grenville, \Vm. Field, John 
Morley. 
Assessors-John Hawse, Martin Jamieson, 
Collectors-John Hawse, Martin Jamieson. 
Clerk-\\'m, T. Fish, 
Treasnrer-\V. J. Stevenson. 
18 7 2 


Reeve-John McDonagh, 
Councillors-John Morley, John Crenville, Roht. Curry, B, H, 
Lemon, 
Assessors-John Hawse, Martin Jamieson. 
Collectors-John Hawse, Martin Jamieson. 
Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-\V, J, Stevenson. 
18 73 


Reeve- John McDonagh. 
Councillors-Martin Jamieson, Rohert Curry, 
\rchibald \\'cir, 
John :Morley, 
.\ssessors--John Hawse, Rohert Eddy, 
c.:olIector- John I lawse, 
Clerk - \\'m. T, Fish. 
Treasurer-\r, J. Stevenson. 
18 74 
Reeve-John McDonagh. 
Councillors-David Sharp, Archibald Weir, .\rchibald Dobbie, 
Martin Jamiesan, 
Assessors-John Hawse, Rohert Eddy. 
Collccturs- John Hawse, Rohert Eddy, 
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Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-\Y, J, St
venson, 


THE TOWN OF THOROLD 


An act incorporating Thorold as a town was asscnted to Decem- 
ber 21st, 1874, and Wm. T. Fish was appointed returning officer to 
hold the first election of :\layor, Reeve and Councillors. 
18 75 


Mayor-George Raxter. 
Reeve-John Grenville. 
Councillors-John Cloy, \\'111. Cartmell, !\1. Campbell, John 
McGill, Geo, Calcott, Henry Carter, Geo. Grenville, Robert Curry. 
Collector-\Vm, Ramsay, 
Assessors-Martin Jamieson, Michael Hennessey. 
Clerk-\Ym. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-\\', J. Stevenson. 
John Grenville was unseated as Reeve, and George McFarland 
elected instead, for 1875. 


18 7 6 


l\layor-Geo. Baxter. 
Reeve-A. \\Teir. 
Councillors-G. Grenville, H, Carter, M. Henderson, B. 
McMann, \\TI11. Cartmell, :\1. Campbell, Thümas Conlon, John Cloy. 
Assessors-John Hawse, 'Matthew Hart. 
Collector-- John Hawse. 
Clerk-\\Tm. T, Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert DOHgan. 
I87i 
::\lavor,-L. 1.. Palmer: 
Reéve-Archibald Weir. 
Deputy-reeve-R. J. Johnston, 
Councillors-Wm, Spink, Jas. Lawson, p, A. Dunn, J. C. 
Lampman, Jas. Arnold, John H. Wilson, Thos. Conlon, John Cloy. 
Assessors-George l\lcFariand, 
\. I }obbic. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-Wm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan, 
John Grenville having heen elected Reeve in place of l\. \\'eir, 
deceased, took his seat April 3rd, 1877. 
18 7 8 


l\1ayor- -E. H. Lemon. 
Reeve- J as, Arnold. 
I>eputy-ree\e-R. J. Johnston. 
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Councillors-Jas, Lawson, John l\feGilI, Benj. 
rcElroy, Thos. 
Conlon, W, ::\1. Hendershot, P. 
\. Dunn, 'VIll. Spink, Ceo. Calcott. 

\ssessors-Geo. l\IcFarJand,-John Cloy. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk--'Y. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert J )ougan. 
18 79 


Mayor-John Grenville. 
Reeve-Alex, Fraser, 
J )eputy-reeve- R. J, Johnston. 
Councillors-John Batten, \\'m. England, J. D. .:\lcDonald, 
J ohn 
fcGill, David Battle, John Cloy, B. McElroy, Martin 
Jamieson, 
.Assessor- John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-\\"m. T. Fish, 
Treasurer-Robt. Dougan, 
1880 


.:\Iayor- John Grenville, 
Reeve-
\Iex, Fraser, 
Deputy-reeve-R. J. Johnston, 
Councillors--J. I). l\fcnonald, John Batten, Da\-"id Battle, 
1. 
Jamieson, John McGill, J. H. \\ïlson, \\"m. England, John Cloy. 
Assessor-J ohn Ha wsc. 
Collector-john Hawse. 
Clerk-Wrn. '1', Fish. 
Treasurer- Robcrt Dougan. 
1881 


Mayor-john 
lcDonagh. 
.Reeve-Ale
. Fraser, 
I )eputy-reeve- J. I). Johnston. 
Councillors-\\'. H, Morgan, Jas, \\'eek.., Wrn. 
I:1ftin, John 
l\IrCill, David Rattle, \rill. :\lcCleary, J. H. Wilson, Thos. Conlon. 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector-J ohli Hawse. 
Clerk-Wm. T. Fish. 
Treasurcr - Robt. I )ougan. 
1882 


:\Iayor-John :\lcI)onagh. 
Recve-Alex. Fraser. 
Deputy reeve-\rm. :\lcCleary. 
Counl"illors- 1'hos. Conlon, J. H. Wilson, Samuel Camphell, 
Henry A. Smith, \\'11\. J. Dougan, Jas. \reeks, D.1Vid Battle, Chas, 
Johnson, 

 \sscssor- ] ohll lIa WSl'. 
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Collector- J olm Hawse, 
Clerk-\Ym, T. Fish, 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan, 
 
188 3 
1\Iayor- John McDonagh. 
Reeve-Alex. Fraser. 
Deputy-reeve-- 'Vm. McCleary. 
Councillors-Jas, Lawson, '\T. J. Dougan, John Stewart, Geo. 
Turner, Charles Johnson
 Thos. Conlon, Andrew Hardie, Samuel 
Campbell. 
Assessor--John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-,rm. T, Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
188 4 
Mayor-John McDonagh, 
Reeve-Alex. Fraser. 
Deputy-reeve-\Vm, McCleary. 
Councillors-John McGill, John Stewart, Thos. Conlon, B. F, 
Morley, '''m, '''ilIiams, Jas, Lawson, George Turner, Samuel 
Campbell. 
Assessor-John Hawse, 
Collector-John Hawse, 
Clerk-Wm. T, Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan, 
188 5 
Mayor-Alex. Fraser. 
Reeve-Wm. McCleary. 
Deputy-reeve-Geo. Turner. 
Councillors-'V. H. Hough, James Lawson, Samuel Campbell, 
'''m, 'Villiams, Alex. McClenchy, Thos. Conlon, '\'m, Pike, J, H, 
'Vilson, 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector,- John Hawse. 
Clerk- -Wm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
1886 


Mayor-Alex. Fraser, 
Reeve-Wm, McCleary, 
Deputy-reeve-Geo. Turner. 
Councillors-James Lawson, \Vm, Williams, Wm. Gearin, 
Samuel Campbell, James Wilson, Alex, McClenchy, Wrn. Pike, 
Thos, Conlon, 
Assessors-John Hawse, James Mawdcsley. 
Clerk-'Vm, T. Fish, 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan, 
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188 7 


Mayor- "'m. .:\fcCleary. 
Reeve-Geo, Turner. 
Deputy-reeve-"'m, Williams. 
Councillors-P. J. Bessey, Geo, H, Williams, \V, J, Dougan, 
Wm. Gearin, L. 
lc
1ann: F. Brown, 
\. Hardie, p, A. Dunn. 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse, 
Clerk-\Vm, T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
1888 



layor-- "'m. McCleary. 
Reeve-Geo. Turner. 
Deputy-reeve-"T m . \\ïlliams. 
Councillors-Wm. Gearin, A, Hardie, F. Brown, Alex. Fraser, 
p, A. Dunn, L. Mc:\lann, Geo, H. Williams, P. J. Bessey. 
Assessors-James Lawson, John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-Wm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
188 9 


Mayor-James Lawson. 
Reeve--Geo, Turner, 
Deputy-reeve-\Vm. Williams. 
Councillors- \Vm. Gearin, Alexander Fraser, Alex. McClenchy, 
Le
lie Mc
[ann, P. A, Dunn, J, H. \Vilson, James Battle, F, T. 
\Valton, 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan, 
18 9 0 


.:\fayor-James Lawson. 
Reeve-Ceo. Turner. 
1 )eputy-reeve- \\'m. Williams. 
Councillors-Alex. Fraser, L. 
lcMann, Alex, :\Ic(lenchy, "TI11. 
Cearin, John Stuart, "om. :\fcGilI, James Battle, John J-I, \rilson. 
Assessor-John Haw
e. 
Collector-J ohn Hawse. 
(lerk-Wm. T, Fish, 
Treasurer-Robert I )ougan. 
I
9I 


Mavor-Geo, Turner, 
Reéve-Wm, Williams. 
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Deputy-reeve- J as. Battle. 
Councillors-Alex. Fraser, \Vm. Gearin, Geo, Mable, \Vm. 
Boyle, A, E. Ripley, Charles Haist, Alex, 
IcClenchy, John Stuart. 
Assessor-John Hawse, 
Collector- J ohn Haws
. 
Clerk-\Vm, T, Fish. 
Treasurer-Robt. Dougan. 
18 9 2 


Mayor-Geo, Turner. 
Reeve-Wm. \Villiams. 
Councillors-Samuel Campbell, \Vm. Cave, Alex. Fraser! Wm, 
Boyle, John H, \Vilson, John Stuart, Charles Haist, \Vm. Gearin. 
Assessors-John Hawse, John Heenan. 
Collector-John Hawse, 
Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish, 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
18 93 


Mayor-\Vm. \ViIliams. 
Reeve-James Battle. 
Deputy-reeve-A, E. Ripley. 
Councillors-Wm. Boyle, Geo. Turner, Alex. Fraser, Samuel 
Campbell, James Bye, Thos. Madill, John H. Wilson, Geo, E. 
McArthur. 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-Wm. T, Fish, 
Treasurer-Robert Dougan. 
18 94 
Mayor- William \Villiams, 
Reeve-A. E. Ripley. 
Deputy-reeve- Thomas Lampman. 
Councillors-So Campbell, Alex. Fraser, F, T, \V alton, J. H, 
\Vilson, James Bye, F, Brown, John "Teldon, James l\'IcDonald, 
Assessor-John Hawse. 
Collector--John Hawse. . 
Clerk-Wm. T. Fish. 
Treasurer-\V. J, Dougan, 
18 95 
Mayor-Alex, 
lcClenchy. 
Reeve- \\'m, McGill. 
Deputy-reeve- Joseph Battle, 
Councillors-John Batten, \V m. Boyle, F. T. "'alton, Thos. 
Foley, J, H. "Tilson, p, C. Creeggan, Thomas .Madill, John Weldon, 
Assessors-B. C. Bennett, M, Hart. 
Collector- John Hawst? 
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Clerk-\Ym, T, Fish. 
Treasurer- W. J. Dougan. 
18 9 6 


:\lavor-Wm. McGill. 
Reéve- J os. Battle, 
Deputy-reeve-\\'m. Boyle. 
Councillors-Samuel Campbell, Jas. Weeks, St. G. E, Tracy, 
Jas. :\lcDonald, G. 0, Cloy, Thos. Foley, \\'m. Monro, Geo, H. 
Henderson. 
.\ssessors-B. C. Bennett, 1\1. Hart. 
Collector-John Hawse. 
Clerk-\Vm. T. Fish, 
Treasurer- \V, J. Dougan. 
18 97 
l\Ia}'or- John H, Wilson. 
keeve-Wm, :\[onro. 
J )eputy-reeve--P. C. Creeggan, 
Councillors-S. Campbell, Jas. \Yeeks, Jas, 
lcDonald, T, D. 
McBride, T. Foley, H. James, 'V. R. Cave, J. \Veldon, 
Assessors--John Hawse and Robt. Eddy, 
Collector-John Hawse, 
rlerk- Wm, T. Fish, 
Treasurcr- \V. J. Dougan, 
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VOTERS' LIST FOR THE YEAR 1897, TOWNSHIP OF THOROLD 


Polling Sub-division No, I, Part I-Persons entitled to vote at both 
MuniciPal Electio1lS and Elections to the Legislative Assembly 


Name Lot 
Anderson, Elijah.. ,pt I 18 
Allison, John ., , . , . pt 99, II 2- 14, 
Bouk, Frank ..,., pt 118 
Brown, Thomas., , ,pt 92 
Booth, \Ym, sr. . , , . pt 140 
Batten, George .,.' pt 28 
Booth, \Vm, jr . . , . ,pt 140 
Chambers, \"m .. , . pt 136 
Chambers, Frank 0 . . pt 136 
Chambers, George. . pt 135-6 
Dougherty, James .. pt 69, 120 
Dixon, Joseph , . . . . pt I 19 
Daws, Ernest., . . . . pt 5 0 - I , 74 
Daws, Fred ,..,.. 0 pt 5 0 - I , 74 
] )ixon, John. , , 0 . , . pt 137 
Dixon, Frank.. 0 ., pt 137 
Dixon, \\'illiam . . 0 pt 137 
Fraser, Samuel, , . . .IJt 5 I 
Fraser, James E. . . . pt 64, 96 
Greenfield, James .' 26 
Gray, Geo ..".... pt I 16 
GreIman, Richard., pt 91, 114 
Higgins, Aaron . . . pt 74- 
Higgins, Henry, ,pt 74 
Higgins, John, . . . . pt 74 
Hart, John.,.,.,' ,pt 25 
Hart, Adam . . . , .. pt 25 
Hart, William. . . , . ,pt 25 
Henderson, ...\lva .. pt 69, 120 
Hagar, \Yard ., , " . pt 140 
Hicks, William . 0 . . pt 116-7 
Hicks, John C ,." pt J 16-7 
Huffa,John ..,.,.ptII8 
Hagar, Gustavus, . pt I 15-6 


Name Lot 
Hagar, N'orval B , , ,pt I 15-6 
Happel, George..,. pt 136 
Johnson, Geo P".. pt 1I6-q 
Johnson, John T, . . pt 119 
Lynch, Edward ... pt 12 
Lynch, John ...... pt 12 
Lay, Frederick "0' pt 118 
M ussen, Henry .,.. pt IT 8-9 
Mosier, Lewis ". 0 pt I 18 
Mosier, Harry 0'.. pt 136 
1\1 cl\1 illan, John. . . ,pt II 8 
Middaugh, John. . ,pt 118 
Morton, John, . , , , . pt 47 
l\1cDonagh, \Vm H. pt 72-3 
Misener, Albert, . 0 ,pt 178-9 
Newton, George. . . 0 pt 47, 70 
Newton, \Villiam . . 0 pt 47, 70 
O'Leary, Daniel. . . 0 pt 119 
Pew, Anson ,.".. pt 99, I 12 
Powell, Henry . .. pt 45-6 
Pew, Henry L ,... pt 99, I 12 
Pew. \\ïlliam ..".. pt 27 
Rodgers, \Villiam ., pt I 18 
Rodgers, Charles "pt I 18 
Smith, Edward 0" opt 118 
Spencer, Robert. , . . pt 92-3 
Skinner, Raymond. ,pt 116 
Smith, Jonathan . . pt I 18 
Snider, "ïlliam . , . ,45 
Snider, Rohert , . .45 
Snider, George "..45 
Summers, H N .., ,pt 25 
Shriner, John \Y . . ,27 
Shriner, Frank... 0 . 27-8 



.. 


Shepard, Walter.." ,pt 135 
Stephenson, Thos .. pt 90, I 17 
Stephenson, Samuel, pt 13 8 
Scott, James. .. . ., "pt 135 
Stephenson, Chas " pt 13 8 
Theal, George. . pt 119 
Tucker, Baruch ", . pt I 18 
Thomas, Wm M. ,pt 13<; 
Thomas, Ceorge . . ,pt 139 
Thomas, \ \' m H . . pt 139 
Thorp, Henry .. pt 118 
Cpper, James, . ". ,pt 119 
'C'pper, Reuben J. "pt I 19 
Upper, Albert E . .. pt 119 
Cpper, (;eorge ..:\,. .pt 119 
Cpper, \\'alter . .. ,pt 94-5- 6 
Upper, Charles .... pt 9-1--5- 6 
L"pper, Peter ..". pt 118 
Upper, Evan ...... pt 4 8 -9 
Cpper, Jacob J ... .pt 43--1-,66-7 
L'pper, \\ïlliam . .. pt 5 I 
Upper, John I[ .... pt 9 1 
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'C' pper, Alonzo. . . . . pt 13 6 
L'pper,\\'alter 
\ .,. pt 13 6 
\' anderbugh, Garret" pt I 18, J 4 I 
Yanderburgh, H " .ptJ 18,14 1 -2 
\' anùerburgh, C H . pt II 8, q 1-2 
Wilkerson, G .\ .. . , pt -1-6, 69 
\\ïlliams, George,., pt 67 
\rest, Samuel.." " pt 43 
\\"aters, John, . .. pt 118 
""aters, James .... pt I J 8 
Williams, Jal
1es.., .pt 118 
\\"ilIiams, Frederick, pt 1 18 
'\'right, Robert, . . . pt J 18 
Wright, Chas E , . . . pt 118 
'\ïlkerson, Jacob. , "pt 93 
Wilkerson, Wm A . . pt 93 
Ware, Chas T ...., pt 91, I I4 
\\'are, \Iarcus .,'.. pt 9 1 , I q 
\\ïlkerson, Robert." pt -1-7, 70 
Zimmcrnlan, Frank. pt 69, 120 
Zimmerman, H ,'., pt 69, 120 


ParI I I -Persons eulitled 10 vole al .LJ.--ltl1licijal Elections 01lly 
Anderson, Ellen Happell, Eli/abcrh Upper, Peter 
Allison, Fanny C Hoover, William C(Jper, Sarah 
Allison, Jane Higgins, Euphcmia Cpper, Albert II 
.\lIison, :\Iartha Johnson, James Upper, Oscar 
Brown, \Iice Kendrick, Sarah Upper, Theodore 
Batten, John Lowell, James 
\ Lrppcr, .\ndrew 
Clark, Jethro 
IcHattie, William Upper, Bcnjamin 
Cloy, John McDonagh, John Wilkerson,Charity:\1 
Collins, Mathcw 
[iller, t;ilhert Williams, Benajah 
Crawford, James 
runro, 
Irs )),miel Wilkcrson, Vernon 
I )ixon, :\la'rgaret 
[erritt, \\'m If Walker, Jamcs 
I )i:\on, I .ouisa 
[idd;lugh, Louisa Walker, Bcnjamin 
Dixon, l\[abel Middaugh, 
[arg,lret \\'right, Caroline 
Fraser, Alexander Tucker, John Wright, James 
Crisdale, F S Thomas, 'Eli/abcth YOllngs, l\lary 
(
arner, Oscar TholllJ>'ion, John H 


Pari III - FrrsollS C1llilled 10 vole al R/rc!Ùms to the Le.gislalÙ'c 
AsseJJlbl;' (J/ll.;' 


Bullock, Clifford 
(;rant, 
larshall 


H enùerson, I b rry 


I i\"ingstonc, Jacoh 
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Pol/ill/{ Sub-division No.2, Part I-Fr:rs011s entitled to vote at both 
AJunicz'.r-1al Elections and Elections to the Legislative Assembly 


Name Lot 
Atkinson, Joseph .. pt 202 
Abbey, Alexander. . pt 203 
Abhey, R 
-\ ...... pt 203 
Anderson, Oscar, , . pt 203 
Abhey, James .... pt 202 
Brown, (;eo ...", pt 202 
Bell, 'Vrn H ,.... .pt 20
, 213 
Bell, 'Vm C ..... .pt 204, 213 
Bell, Dilly .,...... pt 20
, 213 
Bell, Joseph. " , , . . pt 202 
Bennett, C B , . , . . ,pt 201, 203 
Bçnnett, Wm C.... pt 202, 203 
Baker, Benjamin. . . pt 202 
Buckner, Ernest.... pt 202 
Buckner, Henry..,. pt 202 
Bradfield, John ". . pt 179, 180 
Collard, James .... pt 203 
Camp, "ïlliam ,.,. pt 202 
Camp, Samuel ,.,. pt 202 
Coulter, Thomas. . ,pt 202 
Coulter, John. , , . . . pt 202 
Coulter, Robert. . . . pt 202 
Camp, Robert .... pt 203 
Camp, Thomas, . . . pt 203 
Chambers, Joseph.. pt 202 
Cook, Warren ..,. pt 202 
Coulter, John 'V. . . . pt 205-6 
Coulter, Frank .\. . . pt 205-6 
Drennan, \Ym H... pt 203 
Elliott, Andrew .... pt 182 
Elliott, George .... pt 202 
Elliott, Andrew H" pt 202 
Elliott, Frank V, , . . pt 202 
Everingham, Wm .. pt 202 
Everingham, Oscar . pt 202 
Fry, 
\lIan B ...", pt 202 
(;risdale, William. . . pt 202 
(;arner, Burton . . ,pt 202 
Greenage, James. . . pt 203 
Grisdale, Robert . . . pt 202 
Haines, William '" pt 203 
Heslop, JR. . . . , ,pt 203 
Horton, Alfred. . , . . pt 185 
Hansel, James, sr ., pt 202 


Name Lot 
Hansel, Chas E . , . . pt 202, 214 
Hamilton, Andrew . pt 203, 21 
 
Horton, .Arthur ... 200 
Hixon, \Yi:Jiam .... pt 179-80 
Hannah, William ., pt 179-80 
Hunt, George . . . . pt 202 
Haines, Reuben. . , . pt 187 
Holditch, Henry. , . pt 198 
Holditch, 'Villiam . . pt 198 
Johnson, Aaron,.. pt 202 
Jackson, John .... pt 202 
Jackson, Robert. . . . pt 203 
Tordan, William ,., pt 202 
) ordan, George A .. pt 202 
Jarbutt, Yalentine . ,pt 187 
Kelly, Daniel ...,. pt 202 
Leany, Walter .. ,pt 202 
Lowry, Henry, sr .. pt 202 
Lowry, Henry, jr .. pt 202 
Lynch, James ..... pt 202 
Lapier, Felix .....' pt 202 
Lynch, "Tilliam ...' pt 203 
Lynch, Cornelius ., pt 202 
:\lisener, Edward .. pt 181 
Mulholland, James ,pt 2 13 
Madigan, John... .pt 202 
l\IcCoppen, J C.... pt 202 
,Mathews, George. . . pt 203 
l\Iisener, :\Iiles ...' pt 202 
O'Leary, B.,..... pt203 
Offspring, George .. pt 202 
Ofielù, (;eorge .... pt 202 
O'Brien, John N.... pt 188-9 
Park, Hugh . . , , . . . pt 202 
Pew, Isaac, . .. pt 203 
Plant, William .... pt 1<)6-7 
Redfern, Benjamin pt 213 
Ross, Robert .. . . , . pt 202 
Ross, George. . . .. pt 202 
Ross, William, . . . . . pt 202 
Rock, Patrick. . , . . . pt 202 
Rock, John ,.., , . pt 202 
Robertson, 'Ym.,., pt 202 
Rcavley, Thomas. .pt I95-ú 



Richard, Samuel ,. pt 198 
Robins, Nelson \V. . pt 188-9 
Stevenson, Robert.. pt 203 
Stark, James ?\[ .. . ,pt 202 
Shuman, Charles.., pt 202-3 
Shuman, John ..,. pt 203 
Stark, George. . . . . . pt 202 
Sowers by, Thomas. . pt 20 [ 
Smith, Richard . ,pt 203 
Secord, Frank "', pt 203 
Slough, George ,.., pt 206 
Thomas, \\ïlliam .. pt 183 
Thomas, George A pt 183 
Thomas, James. ,. pt 183 
Thomas, Roht J . , . ,pt 183 
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Thomas, John E ,. pt 183 
Thomas, Samuel A .pt 18 3 
Thomas, August. ., pt 182 
Thomas, Edward ,. pt 182 
Thompson, Ceo, sr . pt 2 13 
Thompson, Robl. , ,pt 213 
Terreberry, Martin . pt 205 
"-elsh, James, jr . , ,pt 2 q 
\Yebster, Samuel .. pt 203 
Welsh, James, sr . ,pt 213 
\Vilson, Levi .,.,.. pt 203 
". atson, John H .., pt 199, 202 
White, Charles ... pt 203 
Youngs, Richard. ., pt 214 


Part II-PersollS entitled to vole at Jlzmicipal Elections only 


Bennett, :\Irs :\1 A 
Brennan, "ïlliam 
Buckner, George 
Bell, Alexander 
Bell, J ohn 
[ 
Coulter, Eli7abeth 
Coulter, . \ugusta 
Coulter, Jessie 
Coulter, Jane 
Ca kott, George 
Campbell, B \\ 
Cook, Charles 
I )orington, Thomas 
Elliott, Susan :\[ 
Feeney, John 
Garner, Luke 


Garner, Eastley 
Garner, Thomas 
Grisdale,' ]\[ argaret 
Crisdale, Chatfield 
Hare, William 
Heslop, (;eorge 
Haines, .\rthur 
Jordan, John 
r ordan, Elizabeth 
kelly, William 
King, Frank 
I airel, Robert 
:\1 cCoppen, Ceo 
:\IcCoppen, Cath'r'ne 
McPherson, William 
;\IcCracken, .\Iice 


Offspring, John 
Offspring, Eliza 
Offspring, EliLa 
Saunders, Charlotte 
Stiles, l:liLabeth 
Stark, Isabelia 
Stark, Andrew 
Saunders, John 
"'atson, Rehecca 
Watson, Emily 
Ward, Josiah 
\Valker, Robert 
Young, Peter 
Young, \\'alter 


Part III- Perso/ls mlitled 10 vole at E/f'Clio1lS to Ihe LeKis!aliv
 
Assembly only 


.\tkins, Joshua 
.\hhey, \\'illiam 
Collard, John 
I )ougan, \\ïlliam 
I )ale, James 
Il.1liùay, Thomas 


r ackson, . \ Ifred 
-1 ackson, J oh n B 
"r ordan, Walter 
"J ackson, Richard 
( )ff"pri ng, (
eorge. 1 r 


Pew, George 
Shafer, 
 dson 
Sen nett, K icholas 
Terreherry, I [arry 
Thompson, (;l'O J r 
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Polling Sub-division No, 3, ParI I-Persons enlitled 10 vole al bolh 
Abmicipal Electio/ls a/ld Elections 10 Ihe Le/?,is!aliz'e Assembly 


Name Lot 
Rraugh, Christopher 0 pt 240 
Bridgman, Arthur, ,pt 235-6 
Bailey, Hugh... , . . pt 23 I 
Bailey, George ,. 0 . pt 23 I 
Box, Edward. . . .. ,pt 222 
Brooks, George .... pt [70 
Dailey, \\ïlliam .. 0 pt 231 
Bemiss, Allan S . . . . pt 228 
Bemiss, Harlan ..., pt 228 
Ball, David 0 . , , . . . 0 pt 237 
Bridgman, Murray. 0 pt 246 
Baldwin, l\Iartin P 0 pt 2.59-60 
Bald,JamesC .. pt23I, 251 
Bald, Da vid no... 0 pt 23 [ , 25 I 
Bridgman, Andrew. pt 246 
Dougherty, Samuel 0 170 
DahoIl, George .., 0 pt 238-9 
Dutcher, Harmon .. pt 23 I 
I )aboIl, Daniel .... pt 258 
Edmonds, Benj'min, pt 254 
Fraser, \\ïlliam .". pt 255 
(;Iintz, Albert. . . . . . pt 233-4 
Gainer, William H.. pt 225, 23 I 
Gainer, John ,.,...pt225, 231 
Gainer, Harvey ,... pt 226 
Gainer, Lindley . . . . pt 226 
Gainer, Jacob. . . , . . pt 226 
Goodwillie, Hiram 00 pt 231-2 
Goodwillie, John. 0 0 pt 23 1-2 
Glintz, \\1illiam, sr.. pt 234 
Glintz, \\'illiam, jr . . pt 23-1- 
Cuey, \\ïIliam ,.,. pt 233 
Garner, Eugene.... pt 233 
Gaiser, John ."... pt 257 
Hutton, Benjamin. pt 227 
Hederick, Jacob, jr, pt 240 
Hederick, William.. pt 239 
Hederick, Jacob, sr, pt 239 
Hutton, John R. . . . pt 243 
Hurst, James, . . . , . pt 234 
II aist, Mangus .,'. pt I 77 
Hoover George.... pt 259 


Name 


Lot 


Hoover, Andrew ,pt 256 
Hoover, John \\' ., opt 256 
Hagar, Frank.,.,. pt 223-4 
Jarbutt, Harvey.... pt 238-9 
Kelly, John 0.'... pt 252 
I\Ie Kinnon, Daniel, pt 177 
Marks, Thomas, jr. . pt 177 
:\[arks, Thomas, sr. . pt J 77 

lcClure, David... ,pt 235 

IcGuire, William . 0 pt 223 
l\IcCann, F J 0'... ,pt 225 
Moyer, Lewis o. . 0 . pt 233 
Misener, George. . . . pt 223-4 
l\Iiller, Jonathan pt 253 
::\[jJler, Lavern ... .pt 253 
Moore, James P. . . 0 pt 2-1-5 
1\loore, H erhert 0 . . 0 pt 245 
Moore, Franklin. . . ,pt 245 
Ott, John " ..... pt 177 
Page, Aaron ...... pt 176 
Page, Jonathan .... pt 232 
Page, Frank ...., pt 232 
Page, Alðander T. 0 pt 232 
Page, Samuel....., pt 242 
Phillips, George A . pt 259-60 
Rounds, Charles .. pt lot 253 
Reuter, Herhert, . . . pt 238-9 
Reuter, Edward,.., pt 238-9 
Reuter, Alexander., pt 238-9 
Rice, Harry f) .... pt 2..t4 
Stringer, Benjamin. . pt 229-30 
Silverthorn, .-\lfred. 0 pt 225, 230 
Slawmitz, Henry.. . pt 259 
Scanlan, John ..,. 0 pt 177 
Shakalton, James 0 0 pt 1 77 
Sharp, Leander .... pt 176 
'1'0111, \\ïlliam . 0 . . . pt 224 
Yanwick, Daniel. .. pt 237 
Willson, Arthur, .. pt 2.p 
\\ïllson. Levi ..... pt 2-1-0, 244 
Willson, Charles ... pt 240, 24-1- 
\\ïgelsworth, HR. pt 277 
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Part II-PersollS entitled to vote at lJ.oIu1llcipai Electio1lS Ollly 
Bravin, Foster Edmonds, James, jr Platt, '''m 
Blanchard, Thomas Edmonds, James, sr Platt, Ernest 
Burgar, J Hamilton Fraser, Catherine Pa
e, Charles C 
Burgar, \\ïlliam E Garner, Louise Rice, 
Iargaret 
Beattie, Oliver Hagar, :\[ary Rice, 
Iary 
Bald, Hannah Kelly, Eli.la J Rounds, Oziel 
Bald, Katie ,McKinley, Peter Rounds, Charles 
Brown, John Price, Edgar Somerville, \"m 
Carl, Anna Page, John K Secord, David 
Carl, Levina Page, Roy U pver, Catherine 
Carl, Homer Page, Hattie \\'allace, Drucilla 


ParI III -Perso/ls elllitled 10 vole at Elections 10 the Legislalive 
Assembly Ollly 


Everingham, George 
Hemming, John \V 


Haist, ..\rthur 


N o
el, George 


PollinK Sub-division No. 4, Part I- Pt!rsolls entitled to vole al bolh 
Afuflici.J-IJal Elections and ElectÙms 10 Ihe Le.![islative Assembly 


Name 


Lot 


Bouk, Henry F .,.. pt 101-2 
Brown, ,\IVheus E. . pt 128 
Houk, Bruce .,.. .pt 121 
Brady, :\lurray .... pt 10 4 
Brown, Arthur.,.,. pt 13 0 - 1 
Brown, George H . . pt 130- 1 
Brown, Edgar G '" [>t 13 0 ' [ 
Burnison, William " pt 59- 60 
Burnison, Samuel .. pt 59- 60 
Ikamer, Alfred . '. pt 33, 5 I 
Houk, Lycurgus, pt 3 1-2 
Camphell, William J . pt 56-7 
Chase, William ,... pt 1 I I 
Clark, Fraær .",. . pt I I I 
Carl, William..,.., pt 1 [ I 
Carrick, John, , . . . . pt 87 
Collier, Charles H. . pt 3 1-2 
Collier, Henry C . pt 19 
Cowan, Andrew . pt 3 1 - 2 
Cowan, Freù If.. . pt 3 1 '2 
Coulter, John W .. pt 5 1 - 2 
('arter, I achlin ., ,pt 5 I 
Crp.ler, I>a\ id D... pt I 23-
 
Clark, C'harles () ., pt 127 


Name L
 
Clark, Cameron,... pt I 27 
Dennis, William, . . . pt 5 I 
Donaldson, \\" m, sr. pt 31- 2 
Donaldson, \\'m, jr ,pt 31-2 
Uetler, Thomas , . . . pt 52 
Detlcr, Egerton '... pt 52 
netler, George ,... pt 52 
Donahue, Thomas. ,pt 30 
Donahue, John .',. pt 30 
I )onah ue, Florens ,. pt 3 0 
Eliff, John."", .. pt 103-4 
Ecker, Nicholas, . . . pt I,H 
Eller, Remy .,'., pt 87 
Ecker, Levi ..,.., pt I I 1 
Eùmonùstone, rhos. pt 20-2 
Fa well, George ",. pt 58 
Gordon, Rohert.,., pt 7
-7 
(;uinter,john ..., pt 107-9 
(;uinter, John F.,.. 107-9 
(
rant, (;eorge I I . , . pt [34 
(;rilìlth, (;eorgc ..:\, pt 3 8 
(;rit11th, Michael ,. pt 4 1 '2 
Hanscl, .\ndrew, . pt 2 I 3 
Harper, John..... .pt III 
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Harman, E.. ,.... pt I I I, 134 
Higgins, Richard .. pt 51 
Higgins, Eli....,.. pt 51 
Higgins, Nelson. , . . pt 5 I 
Hansler, Isaiah .,., pt 124-5 
Holcomh, Francis.. pt 64-5 
Holcomh, Hedley. . pt 64-5 
Henderson, William. pt 69, 120 
Jenter, Jacob.,. .. pt 106 
Jacobs, \\ïlliams. pt 63 
King, Arthur ... . , . 36-7 
Kew, John L , , . .. ,pt 53, 3 I 
Karney, John.. . ,. pt 80-1 
Karney, Thomas. , . pt 80-1 
Kottmeire, Lewis .. pt 77, 101 
Laws, John \V ..,. pt 105 
Lobb, Charles C . . . pt 63 
l\l iller, Andrew ,.. pt 42 
Moore, Russel .,.. pt 78 
Moore, Warren ,... pt 78 

100re, John \V . . . . pt 126 
Merrithew, Albert. . pt [46 

lerrithew, John . . . pt 146 
Merrithew, GA. . . . pt 123-4 
O'Brien, DanieL". pt 88 
O'Brien, Timothy "pt 88 
Patterson, I )aniel C. pt 132-4 
Palterson, \Vm, sr . . pt I I I 
Patterson, \\'m, jr ,. pt I I I, 156 
Pitts, Joseph N ,...pt III 
Pitts, Frederick , . . ,pt I I I 
Pitts, Joseph E ..., pt I I I, 134 
Pew, Robert. .. '.. pt 5 I 
Pew, John H ",.' !Jt 5 I 
Piper, A , . , . . . . . . . pt I I [ 


Reuter, Jacob, ,. . . pt 30 
Robins, Price. , . , . . pt I I I 
Reece, James "... pt I I I 
Robinson, Samuel" pt 39 
Robertson, William. pt 4 1-2 
Smith, Hugh ,..,. pt I I I 
Sebum, Benjamin.. pt 83-.... 
SebuTIl, Hamilton.. pt 83-4 
Swayze, William.. . 0 pt 54-5 
Swayze, ::\larvin 0 . . . pt 85 
Swayze, Charles.... pt 85 
Shaw, Alanson .... pt 129 
Summers, Frazer.,. pt 87 
Swayze, Levi L ,.., pt 82 
Shaw, Ransom .... pt 104 
Summers, Hagar '. pt 53-5 
Summers, Charles B 0 pt 53-5 
Swayze, Richard . pt 99 
Smith, Edward .". pt 34, 52 
Smith, Samuel .." pt 34, 52 
Smith, James E.. ,pt 34, 52 
Swayze, Loran .... pt 52-4 
Swayze, John R, . , . pt 52-4 
Smith, Adam ...., Gore 
Summers, I >ray ton . . pt 39 
Townsend, Charles 0 pt 52 
Townsend, Fred ,. pt 52 
Terreberry, \\'m H ,pt 13 8 , 145 
Vaughan, Richard, 0 pt 133-4 
Wilkerson, John 0 0 pt I I I 
Wells, Samuel C . opt 77 
Walker, George. . . . pt 98 
\Yarner, Oscar .... pt 62 
Wilson, Frank .". pt 5 I, 74-5 


ParI II-Persons entitled to vole al /lfuniciþal Elections on!;' 
Archibald, Thomas Hansler, Andrew Miller, Parmer 
Brady, Rachel Hawse, John McArthur, :\Irs J 
Bouck, Eliza Hopkins, !\fary 1\1 .l\lerithew, Nancy J 
Campbell, Mrs Kottmeire, Charles A l\lcClllloch, A 1\1 
Chase, John Kottmeire, John Patterson, 'Iargaret 
Cooper, \\Tilliam Kottmeire, 
\lice Swayze, .\lice 
Chelew, Joseph Kottmeire,Christina Swayze, Theressa 
Crawford, James Klager, Christopher Summers, Jane 
Griffith, William Long, Tessie U rlocker, Èmily 
Griffith, Lloyd Mallery, \Vm .J Urlocker, Charles 
Hall, James Miller, :\lilan 
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Par! III-Persons entitled to vote at Elections to the Legislative 
Assembly only 


Ashby, John 
Brady, William 
Gilmour, James 


Griffith, \VilIiam 
McCourt, Joseph 


Lynn, Alhert 
Thorn, Henry 


Pollin,R' Sub-division 1\'0,5, Part I-Persons entitled to vote at both 
Municipal Elections alld Elections to the LeJiislative Assembly 


Name Lot 
Brown, Amos. . . . . . pt 164 
BaIl, Thomas J ,." pt 218, 221 
Bradley, Dexter"., pt 192, 207 
Berg, John H. . , , . . pt 133-4,163 
Barrow, Alexander. ,pt 154-5 
Bowman, \Vm D . . . pt 168 
Brown, Frank,. . . , . pt 16
 
Clark, 
\Ibert E . . . . pt 168 
Clark, Gcorge \V . , ,pt 168 
Clark, Frank H".. pt 168 
Clark, Wellington, ,pt 161, 193 
Crowle, F \\' ...... pt 168 
Clark, Edgar ..,... pt 168 
Clark, James R , , , . pt 168 
Carter, James. , . , . ,pt 157 
Clark, Thomas A . .pt 193, 187 
Clark, A very ì\f . . . . pt 187, 2 I I 
Clark, John 
\ ,..' .pt 212 
Clark, William...,. pt 2 I 2 
Clark, George ...,. pt 212 
Clark, John \V, . . . ,pt 220 
Clark, Harmon ,.., pt 2 I I 
Carmichael, \rm . , . pt 159-60 
Carmichael, Henry . pt 159-60 
Clark, Walter E. , . . pt 211-12 
Crysler, William. , , ,pt 124-5 
Crysler, John A.,.. pt 124-5 
Crysler, John..,... pt 15 6 
Crick, Charles. . . . ,pt 156 
Damudc, Jacob \V. . pt 169 
Dam ude, J acoh, Sf. . pt 169 
I )amude, Edgar.,.. pt 169 
I>.lI1lUdc, Daniel F. . pt 153, 19 2 
I >amudc, Petcr J I ,. pt 193-4 
I )amude, I )extt'r . . . pt 193-4 
Ibmuùe, ME,. ,pt I93-
 
l)amudC', .\ 
[ ,... pt 159 


Name Lot 
Damude, David J ,. pt 169 
Damude, David, sr . pt 153-4 
Uamude, Willis A .. pt I 10 
Dilts, Joel ."....pt 167 
Dilts, Courtland, , . . pt 167 
Davis, John F , , , . . pt 168 
I )amude, John, jr .. pt 166-7 
Da vidson, S E. . . , . pt 168 
Damude, John J ' .. pt 159- 60 
Dixon, George ..., pt 2 16-7 
Damude, E G , ... .pt 193-4- 
Egertor, Elias. , . , . . pt 44-5 
Eagle, John.".., .pt 163 
Forsyth, Clark D, . . pt 163 
Fulsom, Edwin ..., pt 156 
Giles, Alfred ...", pt 163 
Giles, Arnold." . . ,pt 163 
Camblc, George, . . ,pt 168 
Hare, Peter . . . , , , . pt 163 
Hare, Joseph,., ., pt 163 
Howf'lI, \Ym 0 ... pt 210 
Hay,CW..."..,pt221 
Hill, John ......., pt 207-8 
H ill, Samuel. . , . ,. pt 207-8 
Hendcrson, f) P . pt 146 
Hutton, George..., pt 2 I 7 
Honsberger, Simon. pt 2 J 2 
Jenter, Henry , .. pt 148-9 
Jenter, William . .. pt 148-9 
Jenter, John ,...,. pt 124-5 
Kern, Henry"". .pt 219 
Kern, George ...,. pt 219 
Klagcr, Orin .,.',. pt 166, 172 
Kinsman, Frcd .... pt 168 
Knoll, Philip." . . . pt 168 
King, \\'illiam H ..pt 166-7 
Klager, Jacob. . ' , , ,pt lot 166 
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King, Robert.,..., pt lot 168 
Lane, Robert 0' .,. pt 157 
Lundy, Geo ,V .... pt 192 
Lundy, Charles W. . pt 192 
Lister, James n ,., pt 170 
Lambert, Elmer. , . 0 pt I7 I 
Lounsberry, :Moses . pt 168 
Learn, Albert. . , . , . pt 192 
I,earn, Edward." ,pt 217 
Learn, Hershey D.. pt 209, 2 18 
Leach, \Vm, sr ." 0 pt 157 
Leach, '''m, jr .... pt 157 
:\fcClellan, John. 0 .pt 168, 171 
Merritt, Gilbert . . . . pt I 72 
Merritt, Alpheus . . . pt 135 
Merritt, George E , . pt I 72 
l\IcCoombs, ,rm A, ,pt 168 
1\IcCoom bs, Harvey 0 pt 167 
l\IcCoombs, J So.. 0 pt 167 
l\lcCoombs, D J . .. pt 167 
Mitchell, Alexander. pt 168 
McSherry, \Ym ..,. pt 153-4 
McClelland, Chas ., pt 221 
l\I ill er, John A "..152 
Miller, Robert J ' . . . pt 152 
Moyer, Samuel.., opt 219 
Moyer, Daniel, . , . . pt 220 
:McClellan, Luther.. pt I 58, 1
)4 
:McClellan, Martin. 0 pt 164 
McClellan, G B , . . . pt 164 
:\[ ulholland, John ,. pt 2 I 5 
Misener, John.." ,pt 157 
Overholt, Alonzo." pt 208 
Overholt, Thos ,.,. pt 157 
Overholt, James B. .pt 157 
Overholt, Albert. . , . pt 157 
Overholt, Dexter. ,.pt 162, 167 
Overholt, Arthur. . . pt 162, 167 
Overholt, Matthew. . pt I (i8 
Putman, Harvey .,. pt 167 
Price, B \V., . , , . , . pt 168 
Price, J F ..',.... pt 168 
Richards, William. . pt 168 
Roy, Andrew J .,.. pt 165 


Robins, John H, . . . pt 168 
Romp, J T . , . . . . . . pt 168 0 
Reid, Henry 0.".' pt 168 
Robertshaw, Geo .. pt 163, 157 
Ritenburgh, Chas . pt 191 
Robins, John I ,... pt 191, 151 
Robins, Hyatt ,...PtI9I,15I 
Robertson, A . . . , . . pt 143 
Robertson, J oh n , . . pt 143 
Rhor, Joseph.,." pt 159-60 
Smith, David, , . ., 0 pt 193 
Smith, Wellington,. pt 220 
Singer, Alfred ...., pt 221 
Slough, James N. , ,pt 207 
Slough, Arthur ,... pt 207 
Singer, Isaac..... opt 210,219 
Smith, Frank . . . . . 0 pt 2 I 9 
Smith, Jonathan. , , ' pt 2 I 5 
Sebum, Emmett " pt 150 
Sebum, William..,. pt 150 
Southworth, Park, . . pt 167 
Southworth, Lyman 0 pt 167 
Swayze, Edgar H . opt 161-2 
Savigney, John J. , . pt 168 
Scallion, William.,. pt 163 
Self, H G ".,..,. pt 168 
Tice, AM, . , . . . . . pt 167 
Tanner, William 0 . . . pt 168 
Terreberry, Charles. pt 205-6 
Terreberry, G W , , ,pt 2 18 
Vanderhurgh, Geo.. pt 146 
Vanderburgh, \V A .pt 124,147 
\\ïlson, John.. , ... pt 209, 218 
\Vilson, William.,. 0 pt 192, 209 
Wilson, John \V", opt 192, 209 
'Vi]son, Andrew 0 . , 0 pt 124, 147 
Winger, Fred o' . . . 0 pt 167 
Wedge, Levi ..... 0 pt 167 
\Vedge, John, , , ". pt 167 
\Vedge, George ., 0 . pt 167 
Williams, James. 0 0 pt 156 
'''inney, James R 0 .pt 219 
Youngs, WE", 0 0 ,pt 168 
Zeigler, Joseph. , 0 0 pt 44-5 


Bouk, John l> 


Bradley, J o]m 


Part II-Persons e1ltitled to vote at 1I1Ú1licipal Elections on!.)' 


Bouk, Peter H 



Ball, ..\ndrew 
TIouk, Jesse 
Buck, Lucy 
Brown, George E 
Brown, Ella K 
Brown, Eli7abeth 
Clark, 
Iaria L 
Cunningham, E 
Clark, Edward 
Chappell, F R 
Damllde, .\nnie 
Damude, 
Iary 
Emmett, J 0 
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Feeney, Frank 
Gould, Joseph 
Harcourt, Hon R 
H ill, Samuel 
Kinsman, Lydia 
.l\I ulholland, David 

Iulholland, \Vm 
1'1 isener, Jane 

lcCoombs, John E 
l\Iorris, Stone & 
\ \T ellington 
Ruhle, Philip 
Robins, Elizaheth 
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Reid, W m 
Robins, Cora 
Robertson, Agnes 
Singer, Ellen 
Smith, Julia A 
Smith, Albert 
Sherk, Rosetta 
Tice, Eliza T 
Yanalstine, -George 
Yanderburgh, Bruce 
Williams, Sarah 
Zeigler, Louisa 


Part III-Perso1ls entitled to vole at Elections to the Legislatiz'e 
A ssemblJ' 011IJI 


Crysler, Isaac 
Jeffrey, George 
Damllde, David A 


Kells, Isaac 
(;racey, Thomas 

1 urray, Charles 


Offspring, George 
Overholt, Sylvestpr 
Richards, John 
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OFFICERS AND COUNCILLORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF THOROLD 


1799 
Clerk-John \Yalterhouse. 
Assessors-Andrew Hansel, Jonathan Hagar. 
Collecwr-John DeCow. 
\Yardens-Robert Wilkerson, George Couke. 
1800 
Clerk-John \Valterhouse, 
Assessors-George Couke, Obadiah Hopkins, 
Collector-Jacob Upper. 
\Yardens-Robert Wilkerson, George Couke. 
L For 1801, and also for the years 1823-26 inclusive, records are 
lacking. ] 
1802 


Clerk-John Hill, J r, 
Assessors-Abraham Overholt, Asa \Yalterhouse, 
Collector-George Turney. 
\Yardens-Robert Wilkerson, George Couke. 
180 3 
Clerk -John Hill. 
Assessors-Jonathan Hagar, James Ryan. 
Collectür-Elisha Edwards. 
\Yardens--George Couke, Leonard Misener, 
180 4 
Clerk-John Hill. 
Assessors- Jonathan Hagar, Elisha Edwards. 
Collector-Anthony "Upper. 
'Vardens-Leonard Misener, George Kcefer. 
180 5 
Clerk-John Hill. 
Assessors-Alexander Brown, "'111. Shotwell, 
Collector- John Hoover. 
'Yardens-George Couke, Robert Wilkerson. 
1806 
Clerk-John Hill. 
Assessors-Jacob Upper, \Villiam H, Lce. 
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Collector-Thaddeus Davis, 
\Vardens-George Couke, Rohert Wilkerson, 
180 7 
Clerk - John Hill. 
Assessors-Alex. Summers, Grant Vanderburgh, 
Collector-George :Vfarlatt. 
Wardens-George Couke, Robert \Vilkerson. 
1808 
Clerk -John Hill. 
Assessors-George Keefer, Asa \\'aJterhouse. 
Collector-Hall Davis, 
\\Tardens-Robert Wilkerson, George Couke. 
180 9 
Clerk - John Hill. 
Assessors- Garrett Vanderburgh, Jonathan Hagar. 
Collector-George Keefer. 
\\'ardens-Robert Wilkerson, George Couke. 
1810 
Clerk -John Hill. 
Assessors-John DeCow, Obadiah Hopkins, 
Collector - Benjamin Swayæ, 
Wardens- Robert Wilkerson, George Couke, 
1811 
Clerk-John Hill. 
Assessors-Thaddeus Davis, Jacob Upper. 
Collector- Anthony Upper. 
Wardens - George Couke, Robert Wilkerson, 
1812 
Clerk -John Hill. 
Assesso
s-13enjamin Birdsall, John Couke. 
Collector- ,George Hansel. 
\Vardens - George Couke, Robert Wilkerson. 
181 3 
Clerk-John Hill. 
Asscssors-Ebeneær Cavers, Isaac Wilson. 
Collector-Jonathan Hagar. 
\Vardens - (;eorge Couke, Robert Wilkerson, 
I8q 
Clerk - J olm Hill. 
Assessors -.\lex. Summers, Garrell Vanclcrhurgh, 
Collector-(;eorgc Keefer, 
\rardens- John Hill, (;corge Keefer. 
ISIS 
Clerk - Garrett \'anderhurgh. 
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Assessors-John Darling, John Street. 
Collector- Peter Misener. 
\Vardens-Israel Swayze, John DeCo\\', 
1816 
Clerk-Garrett Vanderburgh. 
Assessors-John De Cow, Henry C. Rail. 
Collector-Peter l\Iisener, 
Wardens-George Keefer, George l\Iiller. 
181 7 
Clerk-Garrett Vanderburgh, 
Assessors-
\nthony Upper, Hall Davis. 
Collector-James Park. 
Wardens-George Keefer, Ebenezer Ca\-"ers, 
1818 
Clerk-G, Vanderburgh. 
Assessors-John DeCow, \\ïlliam :McLelland. 
Collector-Ebenezer Cavers. 
\Yardens-Ebenezer Cavers, Jacob Upper. 
181 9 
Clerk-Garrett Vander burgh, 
Assessors-John DeCow, Jacob Upper. 
Collector-Henry C. Ball. 
Wardens-George Keefer, John DeCow, 
1820 
Clerk-Garrett Vanderburgh. 
Assessors-Amos Bradshaw, \Vm. McLelland. 
Collector-Wm. Terry. 
'Yardens-John DeCow, John Carl. 
1821 
Clerk-Garrett Vanderburgh. 
Assessors-Luke Carroll, Robert Spencer. 
Collector-George Marlatt. 
\Vardens-\ViIliam McLelland, Ebenezer Ca\-"ers. 
1822 
Clerk-Garrett Vanderburgh, 
Assessors-Anthony Upper, Hall Davis. 
Collector-Henry Hoover. 
'Vardens-Jacob Cpper, John DeCow. 
182 7 
Clerk-\Yilliam McClellan, 
Assessors-George :Marlatt, Josiah Page, 
Collector-Amos Bradshaw. 
\Vardens-John Hill, \\Tilliam Orr. 
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1828 
Clerk-\Villiam 
IcClellan. 
Assessors-George 
Iarlatt, Josiah Page. 
Collector-Amos Bradshaw. 
Wardens-John Hill, George Lacey. 
182 9 
Clerk-\\Tm. McClellan, 
Assessors-\\-m, :\lcClellan, Henry Hoover. 
Collector-Josiah Page. 
\\' ardens- J 01111 Brown, Isaac Overholt, 
18 3 0 
Clerk-\\Tm. McClellan. 
Assessors-- \ V m. 
[cClellan, Jonathan Doan. 
Collector-Amos Bradshaw. 
\\Tardens-Thomas Topping, Jr., John Hill. 
18 3 1 
Clerk-\Vm. l\1cClellan. 
Assessors- \V m. )IcClellan, George Marlatt. 
Collector-Amos Bradshaw. 
\\'ardens-John Hill, John Williams. 
18 3 2 
Clerk-\Vm. McClellan. 

\ssessors,-George Marlatt, \Ym. McClellan. 
Collector-Henry C. Ball. 
Wardens- John Hill, Hiram Swayze. 
18 33 
Clerk-\\'m, McClellan. 
Assessors-Amos. Bradshaw, \"tn. 
[cClellan. 
Collector-Anthony Upper. 
Wardens-John Hill, John Williams. 
18 34 
Clerk-Wm. 
IcClellan, 

\ssessors- \Vm. McClellan, Josiah Paf{e. 
Collector-Anthony Upper. 
\"ardcns -John Hill, John Williams. 
18 35 
Clerk and Collector-Samuel Swayze, 
. \ssessors- -John DeCow, ". m. 1\1 cClellan. 
\\" ardens -James Blanchfield, \\' m. Orr. 
18 3 6 


Clerk-\\Tm. 
IcClellan, 
. \sscssor- J o:,iah P.lge. 
Collector -Ceorge \ larla tt. 
Commissioners- Rohert Hohson, Benjamin Fralick, Henry C. 
Ball. 
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18 37 


Clerk - Josiah Page. 
Assessor-Samuel Swayze. 
Collector-Anthony Upper. 
Commissioners-Robert Hobson, Matthew Sebum, Robert 
\Vilkerson. 


18 3 8 
Clerk and Assessor- Josiah Page. 
Collector-Matthew Sebum. 
Commissioners-Samuel Swayze, Joseph Goodwillie, Malum 
Swayze. 


18 39 
Clerk and Assessor- Josiah Page, 
Collector-Anthony Upper, 
Wardens-John Hill, Andrew Vanderburgh, John \Villiams, 
18 4 0 
Clerk and Assessor-Andrew Vanderburgh. 
Collector-Sylvanus Cleveland. 
\Vardens- John Hill, Robert Hobson, Andrew Vanderburgh. 
18 4 1 
Clerk-Andrew Vanderburgh. 
Assessor-Wm, McClellan. 
Collector- Robert Hobson, 
Wardens-- Josiah Page, Thomas Page, \Vm, Orr. 
. 18 4 2 
District Councillors-Robert Hobson, Duncan McFarland. 
Clerk and Collector-John Rannie, 
Assessor-Josiah Page. 
W ardens- Josiah Page, Thomas Page, l\1al u m Swayze. 
18 43 
District Councillor-Robert Hobson, 
Clerk-Ephraim Stem burgh. 
Assessor-Josiah Page. 
Collector-Ephraim Stern burgh. 
18 44- 
District Councillors-Robert Hobson, Duncan McFarland. 
Clerk-Ephraim Stem burgh. 
Assessor- William McClellan. 
Collector-Isaac Kelly. 
18 45 
Councillor-George Keefer. 
Clerk-Samuel Swayze. 
Assessor-Josiah Page. 
Collector-John Rannic. 
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[84 6 
Councillor-Duncan ::\TcFarland. 
Clerk-Samuel Swayze. 
Assessor- Josiah Page. 
Collector-Robert Hobson, 
18 47 
Clerk-John Rannie. 
Assessor- Robert Hobson, 
Collector-Robert Hobson. 
18 48 
Councillor-"T, B. Hendershot. 
Clerk- John Rannie. 
Assessor-\\T m . Ramsay, 
Collector-Henry Hoover. 
18 49 
Councillor-Dilly Coleman. 
Clerk-John Rannie. 
Assessor-Robert Hobson, 
Collector-Jonathan Doan. 
18 5 0 
Councillors-Robert Hobson, Malum Swayze, Baruch Tucker, 
John Radcliffe, George Jordan. 
Ree,-e- John Radcliffe, 
lJeputy-reeve-Robcrt Hobson. 
Superintent of Education-Dexter D'Everardo, 
Clerk-Henry William Tims, 
. \ssessors- John Turney, Hiram 
larbtt, Josiah Page, 
Collector-Jonathan I )oan. 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


Rceve- Robert Hobson. 
Councillors-John Radcliffe, William Wright, George Jordan, 
Josiah Page. 
..\ssessors-\\ïlliam Spencer, John Turney, Samuel Swayze. 
Clerk- Henry William Tims, 
Collector- Edward R. Page. 
Treasurer-John Rannie, 


18 5 1 


Reeve-\\ïlliam "'right. 
Councillors- J 01111 Radcliffe, Rohert Elliott, Philip Garner, 
Dennis Rice, 
Clerk -William Pennock. 
Assessor- Josiah Page, 
Collector -James Vanalstine, 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


18 5 2 
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18 53 
Reeve-James l\IcCoppen. 
Councillors-Philip Garner, Ceo, Vander burgh, Robert Hob- 
son, Dennis Rice, 
Clerk-Charles Stewart, 
Assessor-Benjamin Fortner. 
Collector- J olm l\lcCoppen. 
Treasurer- J 01111 Rannie, 


18 54 


Reeve-Robert Hobson. 
Deputy-reeve-George Vanderburgh. 
Councillors-Dennis Rice, Andrew Upper, Jamcs l\IcCoppcn. 
Clerk-Charles Stewart. 
Assessor-Enoch Shrigley, 
Collector-John 
lcCoppen. 
rAt a meeting of the municipal electors, held In the town-hall at 
Allanburgh, Feb, 23rd, 185..1-, Robert Elliott was elected Councillor 
in place of James McCoppen.] 


18 55 


Reeve-\ViIliam Wright. 
Vepu ty-reeve- James McCoppen, 
Councillors-Jas, Yanalstine, Andrew Upper, Thomas Russell. 
Clerk-Charles Stewart. 
Assessor- -Samuel Hill. 
Collector- John McCoppen, 
Treasurer- J olm Rannie. 


18 5 6 


Reeve-'Villiam \Vright. 
lJeputy-reeve- James 
lcCoppen. 
Councillors - John Radcliffe, James Vanalstine, Obadiah 
Hopkins. 
Clerk-Charles Stewart resigned on account of ill-health and 
Philip S. Mussen appointed. 
Assessor-Ben jam i n Fortner, 
Collector-George Thomas. 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


18 57 


Reeve-Robert Elliott, 
I >Cputy-reeve-Robert Spencer. 
Councillors-\Villiam Spencer, Hyatt Summers, Andrew Slough. 
Clerk-Philip S. Mussen, 
Assessor-Enoch Shrigley. 
Collector-Josiah H. E. Page. 
Treasurer-John Rannie, 
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Reeve-Robert Spencer. 
I)eputy-reeve- William Spencer. 
Councill
rs-\Villiam Hill, Robert Coulter, Hyatt Summers. 
Clerk-Philip S, Mussen, 
Assessor-Benjamin Fortner. 
Collector-Josiah H. E. Page. 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


18 5 8 


Reeve-Robert Spencer, 
Deputy-reeve-Robert Coulter. 
Councillors-"ïlliam Hill, \Villiam Spencer, Hyatt Summers, 
Clerk-Philip S. 
lussen, 
Assessor-Thomas Sowersby. 
Collector-Alexander Page, 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


18 59 


1860 


Reeve- Robert Coulter. 
Councillors-George Hill, Andrew Upper, .\lexander Page, 
Stephen Haney, 
Clerk-Philip S. l\lussen. 
Assessor-John Kelly. 
Collector-George Thomas. 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


1861 


Reeve-Robert Coulter. 
JJeputy-reeve-George Hill. 
Councillors-Stephen Haney, Alexander Page, Andrew Upper, 
Clerk-Isaac p, \\ïllson, 
Assessor-John Kelly, 
Collector-James Yanalstine, 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


1862 


Reeve-Robert Coulter. 
1 )eputy-reeve-Stephen Haney. 
Councillors-John 
1cKinley, John McClellan, Joseph Cpper, 
Clerk-Isaac p, Willson, 
Assessor-John Kelly. 
Collector-Benjamin Fortner. 
Treasurer-- John Rannie. 


Reeve-Robert Coulter. 
Deputy-reeve-Stephen Haney, 
Councillors- John :\lcClellan, John :\frKinley, Joseph epper. 
Clerk-Isaac P. 'Villson. 
.\ssessor-Thomas Sowcrsbr, 


186 3 
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Collector-Benjamin Fortner. 
Treasurer- John Rannie. 


186 4 


Reeve-Robert Coulter, 
Deputy-reeve,-Stephen Haney. 
Councillors-John McClellan, George Couk, Robert Garner. 
Clerk-Isaac p, Willson. 
Assessor-John Kelly. 
Collector-Benjamin Fortner. 
Treasurer-John Rannie, 


186 5 


Reeve- Robert Coulter. 
Deputy-reeve-Stephen Haney, 
Councillors-,Robt. S. Garner, George Hill, John P. Abbey. 
Clerk-Isaac P. Willson until September 9, 1865, thereafter 
C. B. Bennett. 
Assessors-Thomas Sowers by, Jacob Gainer. 
Collector-Levi Goodwillie, 
Treasurer- John Rannie. 


1866 


Reeve-George Hill. 
Deputy-reeve- John P. Abbey. 
Councillors-Matthew Sebum, Robert M. Wilkerson, Stephen 
Haney, 
Clerk-Philip S. Mussen, 
Assessor-Hiram Marlatt. 
Collector-George Thomas, 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 


186 7 


Reeve-Matthew Sebum. 
Deputy-reeve- Da vid Killens, 
Councillors-Alexander Page, John Gainer, Joseph Upper. 
Clerk-Philip S. l\1ussen. 
Assessors- Thomas Sowersby, Hiram Marlatt. 
Collector-James Vanalstine, 
Treasurer- John Rannie. 


1868 


Reeve-David Killens. 
Deputy-reeve-.l\1atthew Sebum, 
Councillors- Leonard Vanderburgh, John Gainer, John R. 
Swayze. 
Clerk-Co 13. Bennett, until April 18, when Robert Spencer 
was appointed. 
Assessor-Jacob Gainer. 
Collector-George Thomas. 
Treasurer-John Rannie. 
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Reeve-David Killens, 
Deputy,reeve-John Allison. 
Councillors-John \\lillson, John R. Swayze, Solomon Damude, 
Clerk-Robert Spencer, 
Assessor-Jacob Gainer, 
Collector-Hiram P. Swayze, 
Treasurer-J ohn Rannie. 
18 7 0 
Reeve-Solomon I )amude, 
] )eputy-reeve-James Brooks, 
Councillors-John R, Swayze, John Gainer, Robert S, Garner. 
Clerk-Robert Spencer. 
Assessor-c. ll. Bennett, 
Collector-Hiram P. Swayze. 
Treasurer-J 01111 Rannie. 


186 9 


187I 
Reeve-James Brooks, who died, and F. M, Hagar was elected 
in June, 1871. 
I )eputy-reeve- J oh n \Vilson. 
Councillors-Robert \\ïlkerson, Thomas Sowershy, Warren 
Moore. 
Clerk-Rohert Spencer. 
Assessor- Philip S. l\f ussen, 
Collector-J ames N, Vanalstinc. 
Treasurer-J ohn Rannic. 


Reeve-John Wilson. 
] )eputy-reeve-David Killens. 
Councillors- John Guinter, Robert S. Garner, Walter Uppcr. 
Clerk-Robeit Spencer. 
.\ssessor-C. B. Bennett. 
Collector-William Clark, 
Treasurer-John Rannie, 


18 7 2 


Reeve--Stephen Beatty. 
I >eputy-reeve-J olm Guintcr. 
Councillors- John Gainer, Jamcs \ramcr, ""altcr Cppcr. 
Clerk-Philip S. Mussen. 
Assessor-Thomas A. Clark, 
Collcctor- Henry 
IcShcrry. 
Treasurer -J olm Rannic. 


18 73 


18 74 


Reeve-Stephen Bcatty. 
I kputy-recve- John C.lÏncr. 
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Councillors-\Valter Upper, J. J. Damude, Robert Larter. 
Assessor-P, S, Mussen. 
Collector-Garret Vanderburgh. 
Treasurer-Baruch Tucker. 
Clerk-Henry Mussen. 


18 75 


Reeve-Stephen Beatty, 
Deputy-reeve-John J. Damude. 
Councillors-Wm. Mulholland, \Varren :\Ioore, Wm, Patterson. 
Clerk-Henry Mussen, 
Treasurer-\Valter Upper. 
Collector-Andrew Coulter. 
187ú 
Reeve--Stephen Beatty. 
])eputy-reeve-John J. Damude. 
Councillors-\Varren Moore, William Patterson, George Page. 
Clerk-Henry Mussen. 
Treasurer-\Valter Upper. 
Collector-George Thomas. 
18 77 
Reeve-Stephen Beatty, 
l?eputy-ree\"e-J. J, Oamude, 
Councillors-George Page, Thomas A. Clark, Jacob J. Upper. 
Clerk-Henry Mussen. 
Assessor-P. S. Mussen. 
Collector-George Thomas, 
18 7 8 
Reeve- John J. Damude. 
Deputy-reeve-Geo. Page, 
Councillors-R. S. Garner, Jacob J. Upper, Geo. Vanderburgh. 
Clerk-Henry l\Iussen. 
Treasurer-Walter Upper. 
Assessor-Thomas A. Clark. 
Collector-Wm, l\lulholland. 
18 79 
Reeve-John J. Damude. 
Deputy-reeve-George Page. 
Councillors-George Yanderburgh, Jacob Upper, Wm. Gainer, 
Clerk-Po S. 
Iussen. 
Treasurer-\\'alter L'pper, 
Assessor- T ohn \V. Robertson. 
Collector
James S. Upper. 
Treasurer-Walter "Cpper, 
Assessor-Thomas A. Clark. 
Collector-\Villiam l\lcSherry. 
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1880 


Reeve-,George Page. 
Deputy-reeve-Jacob J. Upper. 
Councillors-\\Y, H. Gainer, Drayton Summers, Alex, Abbey. 
Clerk-P, S, l\Iussen, 
Assessor-Alexander Upper. 
Col\ector- Henry Cole. 
Treasurer-Walter Cpper. 


1881 


Reeve--Stephen Beatty, 
I )eputy-reeve-J ohn \\ïllson. 
Councillors-Frank Shriner, George Vanalstine, Drayton 
Summers. 
Clerk -Po S. 
Iussen. 
Treasurcr-\Valter Cpper, 

\ssessor- Thomas A. Clark. 
Collector-\Villiam .\IcSherrr, 
1882 
Reeve- T ohn \\TiIlson. 
])eputy-reeve- W. H, Gainer. 
Councillors - Draytån Summers, George .\. Yana;stine, Francis 
Shri ner. 
Clcrk -P, S. \[ussen. 
Treasurer- Walter Upper. 
Assessor- George Page, 
Collector-\\Yil\iam McSherry, 
188 3 
Reeve- J 01111 Willson. 
I )eputy-reeve-Wm. H. Gainer. 
Councillors - Frank Shriner, Drayton Summers, Thomas Archi- 
bald, 
Assessor- Thos, A, Clark. 
Clerk--P, s. :\Iussen. 
Trcasurer -"'alter Upper, 
Col\ector- J 01111 l\Ierithew. 
188 4 
Reeve- John \\'il\son, 
I )eputy-re<:\-e- "T. H. Gainer. 
Councillors-I >Tayton Summers, I I
nry Selway. Robert \\'ilker- 


son. 


Clerk- P. S. :\r ussen, 
Trcasurer- Walter Upper. 
I\ss
ssor-..\Ic"\andcr Cpper, 
Collcctor -Thomas . \. Clark. 
188 5 


Reevc John \\ïllson. 



4 8 


HISTORY OF THOROLD 


Deputy-reeve-\\'m. H. Gainer. 
Councillors-Thomas Allan, Charles 0, Clark, E. Shainholdts, 
Clerk-Philip S. Mussen. 
Treasurer-\\'alter Upper. 
Assessor-Thomas A, Clark. 
Collector-Thomas S. Reavley. 
1886 
Reeve-John Willson, 
Deputy-reeve-W, H, Gainer. 
Councillors-Charles O. Clark, Francis Shriner, E. Shainholdts. 
Clerk-P. S. l\Iussen. 
Treasurer-\Valter Upper. 
Assessor-Alexander Upper. 
Collector-Thomas S. Rcavley. 
188 7 
Reeve-John Willson. 
Deputy-reeve-\V, H. Gainer, 
Councillors-Charles 0, Clark, Frank Shriner, E. Shainholdts, 
Clerk-P, S, Mussen, 
Treasurer- \Valter Upper, 
Collector-Thomas Reavley. 
Assessor-Thomas A. Clark, 
1888 
Reeve- John \rillson. 
Deputy-reeve-Francis Shriner, 
Councillors-Charles O. Clark, Charles Lobb, Richard :\Ioore. 
Clerk-P. S. Mussen. 
Treasurer-\Valter Upper, 
Collector-Thomas A. Clark. 
188 9 
Reeve-John Willson. 
Deputy-reeve- Francis Shriner. 
Councillors-Charles O. Clark, Charles Lobb, Jonathan Brad- 
field. 
Clerk-Until June, p, S. l\Iussen, died, succeeded by Thomas 
A. Clark. 
Treasurer-Until May, Walter Upper, resigned, succeeded by 
Baruch Tucker. 
Assessor-Robert Stevenson, 
18 9 0 
Reeve- \\ïlliam H. Gainer, 
Deputy-reeve-Francis Shriner. 
Councillors-Charles (). Clark, Charles C. Lobb, Jonathan 
Bradfield. 
Clerk-Thomas A. Clark. 
..\ssessor-George Page. 
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Collector-Thomas S. Reavley. 
Treasurer-Baruch Tucker. 
18 9 1 
Reeve-C. B. Bennett. 
IJeputy-reeve-Francis Shriner. 
Councillors-Charles O. Clark, NOf\'al B. Hagar, Isaiah Han- 
sIer, 
Clerk-Thomas A, Clark. 
Assessor-Luther O. :\1cLellan, 
Collector-J onathan L. Page. 
Treasurer-Until September 14th, Baruch Tucker, resigned, 
succeeded by Thomas A, Clark. 
18 9 2 
Reeve-C. B. Bennett, 
I )eputy-reeve- N orval B. Hagar. 
Councillors-Isaiah Hansler, Peter McKinley, Thomas S. 
Reavley, 
Clerk
Thomas A. Clark. 
Assessor-Alhert E. Clark. 
Collector-Charles T, Ware. 
Treasurer-Thomas A. Clark. 
18 93 
Reeve-C. B. Bennett. 
Deputy-reeve-Norval B. Hagar, 
Councillors-Peter McKinley, Elias Egorter, Harvey Gainer, 
Clerk-Thomas A, Clark, 
Assessor-- John Scanlan. 
Treasurer- Thomas A. Clark, 
18 94- 
Reeve-c. B. Bennett. 
Deputy-reeve-N. n. Hagar. 
Councillors- Harvey Gainer, John A. Goodwillie, Isaiah Han- 
sler, 
Assessor - J. w. Clark, 
Clerk -Thomas .\, Clark. 
Auditors- -Charles B. Summers, Thomas Coulter. 
Treasurer-Thomas .\. Clark. 
Collector- Charles T, \\" arc. 
18 95 
Reeve-".alter Upper. 
Deputy-reeve- Elias Egorter. 
Councillors-Isaiah Hansler, Albert E. C'lark, John W. Wilson. 
Clerk and Treasurer-- rhomas .\. Clark. 
Assessur- (;corge ..\. 
Ierrithew. I 
.\uditors-Charles B. Summers and Charles E, Hansel. 
Collector-Thomas Street Reade)", 
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18 9 6 


Reeve-"'alter Cpper. 
Deputy-reeve- Elias Egorter. 
Councillors-John ,V. Shriner, Charles 0, Clark, John 'Y. 
\Villson. 
Clerk and Treasurer-Thomas A, Clark. 
Assessor- Robert Stevenson. 
Auditors-Charles B. Summcrs and Charles E. Hansel. 
Collcctor-'Varren _\Toore. 
18 97 
Reeve- Elias Egorter, 
Deputy-reeve-Charles 0, Clark. 
Councillors-John W, Shriner, Edwy Damude, James P. 
Moore. 
Clerk and Treasurer-Thomas A. Clark, 
Assessor-John 'Y. 'Villson. 
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Statement showing the Quantity of Freight passed down the WcJland 
Canal in Canadian and United States Vessels in 18 95 


ARTICLES 



}EEi:i:i:iiHH':i::1 


=i"::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 
Miscellaneous mchdse... 
Shingles. wood'wre, etc, 
Sawed lumber .....T,B.M.' 


 

:. 




.
 ::'
,
,\

:I 
Firewood .........,..Cords l 


CANADIAS \"ESSELS 


UNITED STATES VES'LS 


TOTAL 


Steam 


Sail 


Steam I Sail St'm and S'I 
-- ---- - 
No,/ Ton'ge NO' l TOn'ge No.,Ton'ge 
20 5 22J.m'roï 4I.32 7 "j66 H7,7-t1 
Tons Tons Tons- 


No. Tonnage No .! 
 
I 209' 108,77 6 - 151 73,895 
I

 T
 


72.895 
16,85-t 
79 8 
1,53 1 


68,935 
3,7 2 t 
16l 
246 


29,345 3 0 .7 2 3 201,BgB 
126,943 17,369 16 4,89<> 
7.7 l 9 8,6!jg 
16,44 l 18,21Q 
4.426 8,t l 2 
67,7 0 5 1,3 l t 108,7t 6 
86 3 1,0ï9 1,96,Z 
9,3 8 5.8g0 It,9 2 9,73t 25,6'zo,84 1 
35,000 3,I12,,Z81 


2 
37,35 6 
20 
1,057,q6 
1, 02 7,9 1 3 


3,9 8 4 
2,3 6 1 


248.071 
2,049,3 68 


Statement showing the Quantity of Through Freight passed up the 
Weiland Canal, in Canadian and United States Vessels, during 
the Season of 18 95 






 
CLE S 
. / _ Tonnage '10. / _ Tonnag
 I NO-: I !on'
 No, / Ton' g
 
- 
09,4
 _1

6 _ / 21 9 238,165 ' 101 4 2 ,9 82 
Class 3 
('f'Incnt and water lime, 1,860 
Fish, . ...,...... 4 
Iron, pig ........,..... 56 
Iron. all othcr...... ... 2,522 
Salt, .. .. . , . . , . . . . 94 0 
Steel . ..., .........., 555 
Articles not enumerated / 778 
Class 4 
Crockery and eanhnwre 16 
:\Iarblc .......' , '...,......, 
Nails .....,,'.... ....' 1 
Paint " ,,'....... 
Pitch and tar ,..,...... 
Sugar '" '" ..... 
Tin,.,...."..,...... , 
:\-Irchndse not enumned 
Class 5 I 
Produce of wood ...... 
Special Class 
Coal....., ,....... 
SlOne, unwrought '" ,. 
Kryolite or chcmical ore 
Total ..,.,..,-'3,77 6 


NO' j TOil.gë 
_68 7 465,fi 34 


3l 


I,S60 
4 
56 
2.55t 
94 0 
555 
3,082 


49 1 


1, 81 3 


1,226 
8l 
9 8 
1.4 60 
416 
2,5-14 


25 
860 


4t 
bOO 
1,226 
9t 
98 
8,081 
436 
55,397 


12 


6,621 


5 2 ,85 1 


95 


3 1 


128 


1, 10 4 


,...,....


 , 1I6:


 3;:
 
7 8 4 . . " ... 35 6 
- 1,74 0 - -17 8 ,3 6 3-1 
22ï 


15 0 ,45 2 
3,0<)6 
--2.,14 0 
23 0 ,100 


Canadian steam vcssels carricd 13,77 6 
Canadian sailing" .. . . . " ,...,........."., ",. ..",." I 74 0 
Unitt-d Slalcs steam vess('l<; ra:-ried............. ,...,'.........",.... ..17 M ,j6] 
United St.lles s.liling" .. , .., .... ,.....,.. . ,....,...... lh.l
1 
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AGRICULTURAL PRIZE LIST, 1897 
HORSES. Classs I-Roadsters, 
Pair-1st, Tames Hall; 2nd, \V, G, Somerville, 
Single-1st, Lewis Phillips; 2nd, Oscar Upper; 3rd, John 
Stirtzinger. 
Three-year Filly or Gelding-1st, Joseph E. Swartz; 2nd, G. &. 
J. Rysdale; 3rd, Samuel Smith, 
Two-year Filly or Gelding-1st, G. & J. Rysdale; 2nd, Anthony 
Collins; 3rd, Jos. E. Swartz. 
Yearling Colt-1st, A, & F, Cowan; 2nd, L. S. Bessey; 3rd, 
\V m, Donaldson, 
Foal of 1897-ISt, A, & F. Cowan; 2nd, Wm, Donaldson; 3rd, 
Anthony Collins. 
Class 2-Carriage. 
Pair-\V. R, McKinney & Son, A Merrithew, 
Single-J, H. Pew, J, E. Swartz, L. Phillips. 
Three-year Filly or Gelding-W. R. Spurway & Son, G. & J, 
Rysdale, H, N. Summers. 
Two-year Filly or Gelding-J. Stirtzinger, p, Metler, 1'hos. 
Stephenson, 
Yearling Colt-John Stirtl:inger, G, & .1, Rysdale, John BOl1cock. 
Class 3-Gtneral Purþose, 
Pair-John Morton, J. c. Brown, W. R. Fry. 
Single-W, Moore ö:. Son, Wm. Donaldson, John Stirtzinger. 
Three-year Filly or Gelding-
L Brady, J. H. Johnston, Harry 
Collier, 
Two-year Filly or Gelding-A. & F. Cowan, Ceo. Dixon. 
Yearling Colt-John Weldon, H. H. Kottmeire & Sons. 
Foal of 1897-1', Edmondstone, John Weldon, Ceo. Dixon, 
Class 4-Heavy Draught, 
Pair-R. & W, Leeson, J os. E. Swartz, A. :\ferrithew. 
Single-\V, l\Ioore & Son, H. Collier, A. 
Ierrithew. 
Three-year Filly or Gelding-\Vm. Newton, Frank \filson, 
Jethro Clark. 
Two-year Filly or Gelding-Geo. Williams. 
Yearling Colt-Jethro Clark, Roht. (;ordon, .\lfred Horton. 
Foal of I897-John C. Brown. 



.\PPEXDIX H 


53 


CA TTLE, Class 5-Durhams, 
Bull Calf-James Brown. 
Milch Cow-James Brown, 1St, 2nd and 3 rd . 
Milch Cow, under 4 years-James Brown, 1st and 2nd, 
Two-year Heifer-James Brown. 
One-year Heifer-James Brown, 1St and 2nd, 
Heifer Calf-Jamès Brown, 1st, 2nd and 3 rd . 
Class 6-A)'rshires a1ld Jerseys, 
Bull, 2 years and over-Robt. Pew, _\. ::\lerrithew. 
Bull, yearling -Thos. Brown, 
Bull Calf-A. ::\1 errithew. 

Iilch Cow-Thos, Brown, A. 
Ierrithew, 
::\Iilch Cow, under 4 years-L. Kot
meire, Thos, Brown, 
Two-year Heifer- 1'hos. Brown, 
One-year Heifer-A. Merrithew, 
Heifer Calf- A \. l\Ierrithew, 
Class 7-Devons or Holsteills. 

l ilch Cow-Thos. Edmonùstone, 
.I\Iilch Cow, 4 years and under-F, Shriner. 
Class 8-Grade Cattle. 

lilch Cow-H. & c. Summers, Thos. Edmondstone, H, & c. 
Summers, 
:\Iilch Cow, under 4 years-Jethro Clark, H, & c. Summers, 
Jethro Clark. 
- Two-year Heifer-James Brown, 1St and 2nd; S, Stephenson, 
One-year Heifer-Wm. Kewton, James Brown, Jethro Clark, 
Calf under I year-H. & c. Summers, 1St and 2nd; \V. Xewton. 
Beef Ox or Steer-James Brown, 1St, 2nd and 3 rd , 
Beef Cow or Heifer-James Brown, 1st, 2nd and 3 rd . 
Sf/ERr. Class 9- Cots 'llJolds. 
Ram, 2 shears and over-D. R Sway,æ, II, Crawford & Son, 
2nd and 3rd. 
Ram, shearling- D. R. Sway,æ, H. Crawford & Son, T. Brown, 
Ram Lamb - D. R. Sway/e, Thos. BrO\\ n, H. Crawford & Son. 
Two Ewes. 2 shears and ova - J), R. Swa}/e, 1St and 2nd: 
Thos. Brown. 
Two Ewes, shearlings -I). R, Swayæ, ) st and 2nd; I L Craw- 
ford & Son. 
Two Ewe Lambs- H, Crawford &. Son, ]). R. S\\:1}'lC, Thos. 
Brown. 
Class IO - Leicesters. 
Ram, 2 shean; and over - Thos. Edmondstone, Thos, Brown. 
Ram, shearling KohL Pew. 
Ram Lamh T. Eùmondstone, T. Drown, Robt. Pcw. 
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Two Ewes, 2 shears and m-er-T. Edmondstone, 1st and 2nd; 
T. Brown, 
Two Ewes, shearlings-- Thos, Edmondstone; R. A, Pew, 
2nd and 3rd, 
Two Ewe Lambs- T. Brown, T. Edmondstone, Robt. Pew. 
Class T I-Shroþshire Do'Wns or Oxfords, 
Ram, shearling- J. H. Johnson. 
Ram Lamb -J. H, Johnson, 1st, 2nd and 3rd. 
Two Ewes, 2 shears and over-J. H. Johnson, 
Two Ewes, shearlings-J. H. Johnson, 1st and 2nd. 
Two Ewe Lam bs- J. H, Johnson. 
Class I2-Southdo'Wns. 
Ram, 2 shears and over -.-P. :\letler, I st and 2nd. 
Ram, shearling-P, Metler, 1st and 2nd, 
Ram Lamb-P. :Metler. 
Two Ewes, 2 shears and over-Po Metler, 1st and 2nd; \Vm. 
Donaldson. 
Two Ewes, shearlings-P, :\Ietler. 
Two Ewe Lambs-P. Metler. 


GOA TS. Class I3-An)' Breed. 
To Harness-\\'m. Roach. 


Sf VINE, Class I4-Chester IVhite. 
Aged Boar-J. Stirtzinger, 1st and 2nd.; J, H. Snider. 
Boar under I year-John Stirtzinger, H. H. Kottmeire & Son, 
H, Crawford & Son. 
Aged Sow, with pigs under 8 weeks-H. H. Kottmeire Òl Son. 
Sow under 8 months- II. H. Kottmeire &: Son, J. Stirtzinger, 
H. Crawford & Son. 
Class I6-Berkshire or Suffolk, 
Aged Boar-(;. A. Merrithew, J. H. Sniùer. 
Boar under I year-J. H. Snider; G. A. Merrithew, 2nd and 3rd. 
Aged Sow, with pigs under 8 weeks,- ,G. A. l\I errit hew, Alfred 
Horton, G. A. 1\Ierrithew. 
Sow under 8 months- J. H, Snider; \\Talter Upper, 2nd and 3rd, 
POULTR y: Class I8, 
Pair Black Spanish- \V. R. :\lcKinney & Son, G. J. Shcnv,md. 
Pail Bantams-\\'. R. :\fcKinne\' & Son, II. N, Summl:rs. 
Pair Polands- Hill & Rose, W, oR. :\IcKinnev & Son. 
Pair Langshangs-Hill & Rose, '-\. H. Presto"n. 
Pair Plymouth Rocks-Wm. Haynes, W, R, _\lcKinney & Son. 
Pair I )orkings-S. D. Furminger & Son, I st and 2nd. 
Pair Hamburgs-G. J. Sherwood, W. R. McKinney & Son. 
Pair Brahmas-Geo. Calcott, \\T. R. :\fcKinney & Son. 
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Pair Leghorns, white- \\T. R. l\[cKinney & Son, p, Steep. 
Pair Leghorns, colored- Hill & Rose, \\" R, McKinney k Son. 
Pair Wyandottes, white-\V. R. 
IcKinney & Son, 
Pair \Yyandottes, colored- J. c. Beatty, Hill & Rose. 
Pair Game Fowls -\Y. R. l\[cKinney & Son, S. D. Furminger. 
Pair Any Other Breed-\V, R. 
lcKinney & Son, 1St and 2nd, 
Pair Turkeys, white- L. F. Pratt, Hill & Rose. 
Pair Turkeys, colored - \\'. R. 
IcKinney & Son, \\T, L. Crysler 
& Son, 
Pair Geese, common-L. F, Pratt, J. H. Snider. 
Pair Geese, China-L. F, Pratt. 
Pair Ducks, Rouen -CO F. Metler, 1st and ,lI1d. 
Pair Ducks, Pekin -\Y. R. :\IcKinney & Son, S. f), Furminger. 
Pair Ducks, any other variety-W, R. 
IcKinney & Son, I. F. 
Pratt. 
Pair Pigeons-So D. Furminger, Roht. ::;mith. 
Display Canaries --\. H. Preston. 
./ý.lANUFACTURES-ClaH I9. 
Pair of Handmade Shoes-James A. Taggart. 
Buggy- ,Ceo. Turner. 
Horse Shoes- Geo. Turner, R. Shriner. 
Collection of Farming Implements- ,Copp Bros., Stuart & Felker. 
GRAIN (Produce of I897). Class 20. 
\\"inter Wheat, white variety - \L Bradt, 1... F. Pratt. 
\Vinter Wheat, red variety - (;eo. 1\1. Brewer, S. Stephenson, 
Spring Wheat-G. 
L Brewer, C. & J. Rysdalc, 
Buckwheat-J, -\. Patterson, G. 
L Brewer. 
Oats, Llack-.:\1. Bradt. 
Oats, white-H. N. Summers, C, S. \Ietler, 
Corn in Ear, yellow-Ceo. 1\1. Brewer, Thos, .:\liddough & Son. 
1)0., white--G. 1\L Brewer, 
Peas. round-J. \. Patterson, G, & J. Rysdale. 
Peas, .:\Iarrowfat-G. :\L Brewer, Jas, 
\. Patterson, 
Barley, two rowed -Wm, Donaldson, S. Stephenson. 
Barley, four-rowed-1\1. Bradt, J. ..\. Patterson. 
Timothy Seed-:\L Bradt, J, .:\, Patterson. 
Flax Seed- H. H. Kottmeire & Son, Chas. Swayæ. 
Beans, l\Iarrowfat-Chas, SwaYl'e, 
L Bradt. 
Beans, common-H. H, Kottmeire & Son, \V. ':\[oore & Son. 


If OR TIC ULTURAL. Class 2I. 
Potatoes, American \Vondcr- \1. Bradt, :\1. Brady. 
Do" White Rose -H. & c. Summers, Lewis Kottmeirc. 
Do., Beauty Hebron, early-
1. Bradt, (;, .:\L Brc\\cr. 
I )0., Beauty Hebron, late-.:\1. Brady, Lc\\ is l\..ottmL'ire. 
1>0., Puritan- J. .\. Patterson, J I. &. C. Summers, 
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Do., Empire State-lVI, Bradt, W, R, Spurway &. Son. 
Do" Burbanks-C. S, Metler, J. A, Patterson. 
Do" any other sort-c. S. Metler, John Stirtzinger, 
Turnips-L. Kottmeire, 
1. Urlocker. 
Mangold Wurtzels-J, A. Patterson, Thos. Edmondstone, 
Swede-G. &. J. Rysdale, Lewis Kottmeire, 
Onions, red-M, Bradt, J. E, Swartz. 
Onions, yellow-M. Bradt, J, A. Patterson, 
Carrots, tahle-S. D. Furminger, J. A. Patterson. 
Carrots, white-H, Collier, S. )), Furminger. 
Beets, long blood-S, D. Furminger, R. 1\1. Spencer. 
Beets, Turnip-M, Urlocker, H. H. Kottmeire &. Sons. 
Parsnips-1\1. Bradt, S. D. Furminger. 
Squashes-Geo. Calcott, Jethro Clark. 
Pumpkins-R, 1\1. Spencer, \\'m. Donaldson, 
Tomatoes- 1\1. Bradt, S. D. Furminger, 
Cauliflower-G. & J. Rysdale, S. D. Furminger. 
Cabbage, white-R, 1\1. Spencer, W. R. Spurway & Son. 
Cabbage, red-S, D. Furminger, !\I, Bradt, 
Celery-S, D. Furminger. 
Peppers-S, D. Furminger, 1\1. Bradt, 
Best Collection of Vegetables-G. &. J. Rysdale, S, D. Furminger, 
FRUIT. Class 22. 
Fall Apples, Cayuga Redstreak- J. A, Patterson, 'V. Donaldson. 
Do., Snow-1\I. Bradt, J. A, Patterson, 
Do., Pippins- G. & J, Rysdale, S. D. Furminger. 
no., any other sort-So Stephenson, J. A. Patterson. 
'Vinter Apples, Spitzenburg-\Vm. Donaldson, S. J), Furminger. 
Do., R. I. Greenings-Wm. Donaldson, .1\1. Bradt. 
Do., Baldwins-- J. A. Patterson, R. 1\1. Spencer. 
Do., Roxbury Russets-T. l\Iiddough &. Son, S. Stephenson. 
])0" American Gölden Russets--R. 
1. Spencer, 1\1. Bradt. 
Do., Swaar-F. Shriner. 
Do., Northern Spy- R. 1\1. Spencer, \Vm. Donaldson. 
Do., any other sort-l\L Bradt, S. D. Furminger. 
Pears, Bartlett-J. A. Patterson, S. D. Furminger, 
Do" Flemish Beauties--J. A, Patterson, S. D. Furminger. 
Do" Seekel-S, D. Furminger, L. Kottmeire. 
Do., Duchess-Wm. L. Crysler & Sons, 1\1. Bradt. 
Do., Clapp's Favorite-J. A. Patterson, 1\1. Bradt. 
Do., Winter Ndles- T. A. Patterson, 1\1. Urlocker. 
Do., any other sort-). A. Patterson, 1\1. Bradt. 
Grapes, black variety-H. &. C. Summers, W. L. Crysler & Sons, 
Do" white variety-So D. Furminger, W, L. Crysler & Son. 
Do" Concord-Thos. l\Iiddough & Son, H. & c. Summers, 
Do., Delaware-M. Bradt, S. D, Furminger. 
Do., 
iagara- T. 
liddough & Son, \V. 1.. Crysler & Sons. 
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1>0., Brighton-"', L. Crysler & Sons, S. D. Furminger. 
Do., any other variety -W. L. Crysler & Sons, S, D, Furminger 
Plums, \Yashington-J. A. Patterson, 1\1. Bradt. 
I )0., Green Gages,- 
l. Bradt, J A. Patterson. 
Do., any other variety- J. A, Patterson, S, D. Furminger. 
Peachps-S, D. Furminger, T. 
Iiddough & Son, 
<2uinces - J. E. Swartz, L. Kottmeire. 
Best Collection Fruit-S. D. Furminger, G. &. J. Rysdale. 
HO-,-YE Y, DAIR Y AND BREAD. Class 2J. 
Honey, extracted- N. B. Hagar. 
Honey in Comb-Po 
letler, N. B. Hagar. 
I )ispl
y of Honey-N, B. Hagar. 
Firkin of Butter - Harry Collier, L. F, Pratt. 
Fin
 Ibs. Butter - Harry Collier, J. Stirt'únger. 
Collection Canned Fruit- Harry Collier, A. H. Preston. 
I.oaf Bread, hop yeast - Harry Collier, S. Stephenson. 
f)O,
f E,\.TIC....;. Class 24. 
Suit of 
len's Clothes-James 
lillar, 1St and 2nd. 
10 yds, Flannel, factorymade - p, l\Ietler, 
laria E. Patterson, 
10 yds, Flannel, homemade - J. E. Swart I, N. H. Hagar. 
Hlankets--
Iaria E. Patterson, P. 
Ietler. 
10 yds, Rag Carpet - J. E. Swartl, Will. Roach. 
Con
rlet - H. H. Kotlmeire, Stuart & Felker. 
<2 11i1t - \'jetoria Ilouse, P. 
Ieller. 
Pair Knitted Socks in \\'001 -I-C Gordon, \1. Bradt. 
Pair Knitted Socks in Cotton -- J. E. Swartl, \laria E. Patterson. 
Pair Knitted Stockings - ,I. Bradt, P. 
Idl
r. 
Pair :\Ien's \1 ilts- (
. \1. Brcwer, P. \Ietll'r. 
\Ian's Shirt P. \Ietler, C. \1. Brewer. 
ladies' L' nderc\ol hes \1 rs. II cm)' I )useau, 
laria E. Patterson, 
IIon1l'made Bread - H. & C. SlImllwrs, (', S. \Ietlel. 
r: I.Ve Y IVOR 1\. Class 25, 
Ihaiding P. \ktler, J. .\. Patterson. 
I ,ace \\"ork - \ILlria E. Patterson, James .\. Patt
rson, 
('rodH't in \rool .\dam Ilaist, J. .\. PLltter
on. 
Crochet in Cotton - \larÏ.l E, Patter"on, .\. Haist. 
Fancy Knitting in Thread ElI:.:.ene (;arner, :\laria E, Patterson. 
Silk Embroiden - .\. llaist, \ILlria E. Patterson. 
Emhroillery on' Canvas in \\ ool-\l,uia E. Patterson, 
L Bradt. 
Em broidery in Cotton II. J}useall, \ïctOi ia II ollse. 
EmbroiJL'ry in \roo! - J. A. Patterson, 
bria E. Pattcrson. 
PLlÍnting in Oil - :\Luia E. Patterson, .\. Ilai
t. 
1\
llIl1an!o>hip Eugene (;.\fI1Cr, C. S. \Ietler. 
Portrait, ('rayon or Pencil- .\. I [aist, Eugene C,uner. 
Painting on 1'11I"h or S,ltin 
laria E. Patterson, \1. Bradt. 
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Painting on Earthenware-A. Haist, 
Pencil Drawing-Maria E. Patterson, Eugene (;arner, 
Table Rouquet- - J. H. Thom
)son, F. Shriner. 
Ladies' Mitts, 'Yool-,Maria E. Patterson, P. 
Ietler. 
Ladies' l\Iitts, Silk-James A. Patterson, Eugcne Carner. 
Silk Quilt :\1. E. Patterson, \ïctoria Housc. 
Sofa Pillow -A. Haist, Yict()ria House. 
Ouoman - :\. Ha ist. 
Collection of House Plants in Pots. -I\Irs. . \. H, Preston, R. 
1. 
Spencer. 
Crazy Work - :\1. E. Patterson, A. Haist. 
Hand Pail1ting on Silk, Cotton or Yelvet-.-\.. Haist, 
1. Bmùt. 
Pillow Shams - \Ïctoria House, 
1. E. Patterson. 
Floor 
Iat-Eugene Carner, Ceo, :\1. Brewer. 
Embroidery (arresene)- -Stuart &= Felker, 
1. E. Patterson. 
Embroidery on Bolting Cloth-A. Haist, 
l. E. Patterson. 
Embroidery, Chenille -;\1. E. Patterson, Victoria House. 

Iacrame "Tork -
1. Bradt, _\.. Haist. 
Darned 
et \York -Victoria House, A. H<li;;t. 
Drawn Thread Work -R. 
I. Spencer, \Y. L. Crysler & Son. 
Putty \York-- J. A. Patterson, J. H. Thompson. 

Iantle Drape-',-\., Haist, 
1. E. Patterson. 
Quilting on Bed Quilts-H. ))useau, P. :\Ictler. 
Table Drape--.\. Haist, 
I. E. Patterson. 
Etching Outline \Vork-
\. Haist, Eugene Garner. 
Toilet Cushion-
I. E. Patterson, A. H. Preston. 
Tatting-A. Haist, 
I. E. Patterson. 
\Yhite Silk Embroidery on Linen - 
I. E. Patterson, A. Haist. 
Battenburg Lace-.\. Haist, 
I. E. Patterson. 
Colored Silk Embroidery on Linen-A. Haist. 
I. E. P.lttelson. 
Collection of Ladies' \\' ork-_ \. Haist, 
I. E. Patterson. 
,...;PECL1L PRIZE,"". 
Baby Show .\. 
brtin, James I>abalcl, Jethro Clark. 
Herd J )urham Catt1e- James l-hown. 
Five Ihs. Butter not wi,;ning any other pri.l
- -John Stirtt.inger, 
Five Ihs. Butter made by girl under 18- - F, Shriner. 
I.ady Dri\-cr - 
Irs. Shaw, 
Irs. C. II. Collier, 
Fat Hogs- -L. Kottmeire. 
Two-year-old Steer,-James Brown. 
Pair Home-made Socks- :\1. E. Patterson. 
Pcn of Leice!-.ter Sheep Thos. Erlmnndstolll'. 
DISCRETIO...VAR Y PRILE.\'- 
Photograph
- -A. Suthcrland. 
J lat Rack-Edw.trd Lynch, 
Rabbits-H. N. Summers, 
Picklt.'s- J. H. Thompson. 
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OLD 
fILITARY I )OCCMEXTS 


A 11 Old-lime Commz".uÙm: 


lSEAL] 


By His Excellency FR.\xrIS GORE, Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Cpper Canada, &c., &c., &c. 
To .\
THOill\ CI'PER, LIFUTEN,\iIIT, 
(;IZEETI,\(; : 
By virtue of the Power and Authority to me given in and by 
a certain Act of the Parliament of this Province, passed in the forty- 
eighth year of Hi
 present 
Iajesty's Reign, entitled: "..\n act to 
explain, amenJ, and reduce into one .\ct of PLlrliament, the several 
Laws now in heing for the raising anJ training the 
[ilitia of this 
Province," 1. the saiJ I .Ïeutenant-Governor, repo
ing an especial 
Trno.;t and Confidence in your l.oyalty, Co ur,1ge, Conduct and 
Constant Readine<;s to do effectual Service for the I )cÍence of this 
Province-By these Presents do Constitute, .\ppoint and lommis- 
...ion You, the said .\nthony Cpper, to he a Licutenant of a Company 
in the Sl'cond Regimcnt of :\filitia in the County of I incoln and in 
the I )istrict of 
iagar.1, Commanded by -; and you are herehy 
Tl
quiled to Train and I>j<;ipline the Persons of the said \[ilitia 
Forces, and in all things carefully and diligently to discharge the 
I )uty of a I.ieutenant of the s.\IlH', according to the Rules, Orders 
.lI1d I Jirections of the said .\ct of Parli.lIlwnt of the said prm ince in 
that hd1alf made alHI Prmided. You all' thl-rdore duly to cxercise 
as \\l'1l the ()Hi("er
 a<.; the Soldiers in .\flIIS, ,11)(1 to IIse \'our hest 
Cl1Ile,lvcro.; to keep them in (;ood (hder and I )iscipline, and al:-:o to 
o!J-:ef\'e and Ohey 
uch ()nkrs Lml! I )ircctions from timc to timc as 
)011 ...hall If'ïei,(' fr\un your Colonel, or ,111)' other your Superior 
( )tììccr, :1( nlHlillg to the RulL'<; ,mù I )i..;("ipline of \\ .If, in pursuance 
lit the Trllst lH'rehy reposed in You. 
(
i\l'n undt'r nl\' lland and Sl'al at \rm...; ,It York in Cppt'r 
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Canada this Second day of January in the year of our Lord 180 9 
and in the Forty Ninth year of His :\lajesty's Reign. 
FRANCIS GORE, 
By His Excellency's Command, Lieut.-Governor, 
To Anthony Upper, 
Lieutenant in the Second Regiment of Lincoln .l\Iilitia, 


Lieutenant Upper was promoted to a Captaincy in No. 2 
Regiment on the 28th of June, 1820, the Commission being a 
shorter form than the above, dated at York, and signed by Sir 
Peregrine 
Iaitland. On the first of June, 1839, he was still further 
promoted to be :\lajor of the Second Regiment of I.incoln :\Iilitia, 
the same form of commission hcmg used, only that York was now 
called Toronto, anù the signature was that of Sir George Arthur, 
Lieutenant-(;overnor of Upper Canada at that time: it was also 
countersigned hy Richard Bullock, ..\djmant-(;eneral. 


DislriblllÙm oj Ille Officers nf Ille 2nd ReI:illle1lt Lincolll LlJililia to 
their respecti'lH: Companies Jlay T4th, I8TO: 


CAPT.\lXS 
John Reilly 
Robert Camphell 
John Rowe 
Christian Wainer 
Elijah Phelps 


LIEUTENANT
 


John Burch 
Fredk. ,Markle 
John DeCoe 
J ames Cooper 
I )a vid BasteJo 


EXSIGNS 
Robert Brooks 
Ch. Buchner 
Lewis Clement 
John :\Ic
Iicking 
J a,'ob 1. Ball 


.I.isl of j\
lllies that took tile Oath 0/ Allegiance at Ch/þþazva, before 
TlzoJJlas CUJJlmings, Esquire, SiTtember 4, T8I2: 


James Ryan 
Jacob Vanderburgh 
J oh n C h ryseler 
Andrew Willson 
Tohn Scott 

\braham Neills 
:\Iatthias Emrick 
Andrew Vanderhurgh 
Adam Chryseler 
Robert \\ïlkerson 
(;eorge 
larlatt 
J ames Scott 
John Johnson 
John Ken\', Sr. 
Ìsaac Keli\" 


Tames 

evils 
-l-lall ))a vis 
. \ndrèw Nevils 
fJa niel ))a vi;; 
Lavel Davis 
George Lacey 
Jonathan Doan 
Thomas Cane 
John Kelly 
Obadiah Swayze 
Hiram Swayæ 
I )ariu
 \riiliams 
!s;lac ( >Strander 
Thaddeus Ostrander 
Sila
 Fole-; 


Nathan 'Iarlatt 
John Vanderlmrgh 
John Wilkerson 
Corn'I's V
mdèrl>LIrgh 
Harmon. \'anJ.lstine 
Fenies Smith 
Frederick Glass 
Thom,1s Loge 
Henry Loucks 
Sam!. Howe 
Alvin Southerlin 
J :1mes Scott 
Peter Bowman 
Xathan Arnold 
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Roll (if Officers of the Secolld Regil/le1lt of Lincoln iJlililia .' 
Thomas Clark, Lieut.-Col. .\braham Bowman, Lieut. 
I }avid Secord, Major Gilbert 
lc)Olicking, Q. Master 
John Crysler, Captain John Misener, Ensign 
James Macklem, Captain Robert Campbell, Captain 
John Rowe, Captain John Conke, Ensign 
J ames Lyons, Ensign Nicholas Smith, Lieut. 
I certify that the officers who have here subscribed the oath took 
it before me at Chippawa, 4th Sept., ISIZ. THO:\l.b I>ICKSO
, J.P, 


Caþtain George Turlley's COmpml)': 


(;eorge Turney, Captain 
(;athom Caswell, Jr. 
Isaiah Babcock 
I om"
 Fortner 
\\'illiam Brock 
Thomas Heaslip 
.\ndrew Fortner 
James Lundy 
Sworn before Thomas Cummings, J. 


Peter Swiars 
John Silverthorn 
William Pew 
lacob Nevills 
"Robert Pew 
Isaac Xcville 
Joseph Clark 


Samuel Emery 

lirzah H ulbut 
.I ohn Campbell 
James Pew 

athanael I )Ollglass 

 oah Cook 
Benjamin Skinner 


P., 4th Sept., I S 12. 


Caþtaill Rob!'r! IlcllJliltoJl's C{ilJlþml)': 


Robert H.uniltoll, Capt. 
.\nthony Cppcr, l.iellt. 
William Ramho 

Iartill .\ndcrson 
Paul \reaveI' 
Frederick Xew 
(;.lbrid '-;mith 
Robert Fralick 
Thomas B.lId 
('h,ules ..\ndelson 
Is,lÏah Schram 
Wi II iam Swart/. 
l,lInes Ostrander 
-.\<lam Bowman 
John I )or
himer 
;rhomas n:oornlidd 
I'hilip I'itoll 
loshua Rohins 
\dam I )ipncr 


('hristian Mester .\ndrew Williams 
James Slaght \latthias (;invick 
Elijah Johnson (;eorge 
1arlatt 
John Camplin Loyal Davis 
Henry Seammak John K.elly 
\rthur 
rclntosh Ohadiah Swayæ 
,\ntionc Edmiller K.im Swarl.C 
I.ouis Blanchdtc I )arills \\:illiams 
William Cilmour -- Ruralstine 
Jo,th I [opkins ('orndi's Yanderhllrg 
Jo
hlla Thomas PI. Smith 
I )ol1
ald 
kLuchlan Frederick (;lass 
Job :\1. I.a yton Thoillas I.odge 
I'hricn 
l()ulton Henry Loucks 
Roherl \\'.llll'rhollSe (;corgl' Bill 
Thom.ls Fortin (;ill)l'rt Yan Wyck 
\\ïlliam Thoma... Ben Il.umphn,>\"s 
.\l1(lrt.'\\' '\evills lohn Bowman 
J o"athan 1)0,111 ('ah'in ( 'ook 
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Daniel Davis 
Thomas Cain 
Reuben Green 
Francis Petty 
Peter Bastedo 
Benjamin DalwoC'k 
John Callogham 
\\ïlli:ull "\gler 
Robert Hopkins 
Richard Griffith 
Henry 
Iillar 
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Adam Killman 
John \\ïlliams 
John Luty 
Robert Willson 
.-\bram Frater 
Thomas Gilmour 
Cornelius Johnson 
James Rran 
) .lCob Y ánderhurg 
John Chrysler 
J oh n Scott 


John Howell 
Samuel Howell 
.\h"es Soothe:rlinn 
J ames Scott 
Peter Bowman 
Nathan ,\rnold 
John :\Iorrison 
ha \'id Pierson 
John Skinner 
j)eter D. I kwilt 


Sworn at Chippawa, 4th September, 1 S r 2, before Thomas 
Cummings, J. P. 


CaPlain Kr?rbJ"s C{iJ1l/'{l1l}': 


James Kerby, Capt. 
John :\IcLellan, Lient. 
John Wilkison 
Joel Skinner 
.Peter Wright 
W m. McClellan, T r. 
Simpson Smith - 
Colin Skinner 
Bpnjamin Corwin 
John Yanderburgh, Jr. 
Charles Cook 
Samuel Hicks 
Hugh \\ïlson 


Philip :\Ietlcr \\ïlliam Horton 
Henry Hoshal A1.ron Doan 
Tob Skinner Nath. 
Iarlatt 
\YiIliam Forsyth Isaac Ostrander 
Alruhum Nevills George Chace 
John Current George Lacey 
J epe Bennett Thaddeus Ostrandl'r 
Uenjamin Middaugh John Bannie 
John Bender Silas Toles 
;rhoma<; Gainer William Weaver 
Stephen Skinner George Shafer 
John Took Haggai Skinner, Jr. 
Jonathan Helms Louis Smith 


The ahove named persons took and suhscrihed the oath on 
September 4th, 1812. 
IIenry Slopen took the o,nh September 8th, 18 r 2 


f.isl f!f 1/,(, Mm that /';01 GUllS at .'-;In'ds IV/lm/: 


Pf'ter Bowman, Scrgt. 
John \\ïlson 
) ;1('oh N L'H'ls 
Cornelius \'anderiJUrgh 
Eækid \' ounglo\"l' 
(;l'orgC Cain 
Phf'nil's Smith 


Fn'derick (;l:1ss 
r oh n I oh nson 
", )a vicf Y Oll ng!o\"(' 
James Folcs 
J;1l11es Ryan 
Thomas I,ogm' 
John I Iowcll 


f knry I,ouks 
Andrcw \\ïlson 
John Chrysler 
lan>h \'and{'rburgh 
Lawl Ibvis ' 
John Ryn.nlmrgh 
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Rdllrll rif Cllf'tain Rob!, Jlllllli//on's Company' oJ 2nd LiJlCtJIJI 
lJfi/itiajor 2..J-lh Decelllbl'r, /8/2: 



 \\IES OF OFFICERS, !\ON-(,O'I\1ISSIO
E)) OFFICERS -'XV PRIVATES 
Capt. Robert Hamilton En
ign John \\'ilson Sl'rgt. ..\. \Jaekinto'ih 
Lil'lIt. . \nthony l'pper Sergt. William }{olls 


I'lli' Call to .1 rlll,i . 


.\/1/ J. CE:\II'R.\I's OFFICF, 
FORT CFOl{(;F, I ITH FEI:., 181.). 
SIR: There being reasoll to believe that the enemy meditate.. 
some attempt on the Frontiers, I am directeù to desire that you will, 
with all po:-;sible e"\pedition. assemble not only the tlank companies 
of your regiment, hut as many spirited young men in addition as can 
he induced to join them, at Chippawa, where quarters will be 
prepared for their reception. 
His Honor 'bjor (;eneral SheafTe trusts that on this occasion 
hoth the olficer
 and men will recollect the very honorable and 

lIccessful manner in which they have hitherto contributed to the 
ùefencc (If thc Province, and that for a little time longer pri\'ate 
con,iderations will give way to public. 
I have the honor to be, !-ir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed by) E
E,\S SH \W, 
.\djt. (;eneral 
1 ilitia 


l.ieut. (:01. ('lark, 
('om. of 2nd Regt. Lincoln. 


.1 Lisl /f .Inlls find J IC{(Julrt'lIIl'lll.i oJ CaPlain .fohn Cllr)'sler's 
Company, 2J1d Rt'g'l Lill{(J/" ./Ili/itia, JIa.1', /8/3: 


Ba\'- Hounds 01 
:\ anlf''' Gnn.. (JIll"" ,\llIlIIuni.ion X.\II)('<; 
John ( luyskr, ('apt. J acoh \\'ilkerson 
. \ntho'1)' l' ppl'r,l.ieut. Rohert \\ïlkl'rson 
Peter Bowman I I ;:dl John II ya tt 
.I no. \\ïlkerson JSI'rgt
. lonathan I )0:111 
Jacob Ncvills John Kelley 
.\dam ('hrysler IX Frl'derick (; Ia
s 
I .a vel I )a\is .!6 .\hr:1ha11l 
evills 
John \' alH lerhurgh I 18 Isaac ( btrandcr 
Isa,\(' Kelley I IR 'll1.\ddells ( )strandeI' 
John BOlick I I IX Sa11lllel S\\a)'/e 
-II all I );l\ is I I .!Ú llarmon \'amkrh'rgh 
:\Iatthias Emrick, . , . I I IR John Hilton 
J I1hn Scott . . 6 . . . . . I I 2Ú II iram :-\way/f' 
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Darius \\ïlliams, .. 
John Bowman, .... 
Andrew Wilson..,. 
Thomas Cain., ... 
John Johnson.,. .,. 
)acoh\Tanderhurgh 
John Chrysler 
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29 
I] 
18 
18 
18 
18 


Obadiah Swape 
George :\T 
rIatt 
Thomas Lodge 
George Cain 
(:eorge Lacey 
Hugh Hagt!;crty 


J/.fllsler Roll of a Detachment rif the 2nd Regiment of Linmlll JJIilitia, 
under the COIJIIJland rif C aþt. GeorJ(e Tllrnq, from the 2 ISt of 
...\è/J/ember to the 3rd of October, both da)'s illclusivf, T8T3: 


..;eorge Turney, Capt. 
Anthony Upper, Lieut. 
James Tomsen, Ensign 
Jacob Nevels, Sergt. 
James Pew, Sergt. 
Geo. 
Iarlatt, Sergt. 
Jacoh Kilman, Sergt. 
Peter Hom"er, Sergt. 
Peter Bowman, Sergt. 
Benjamin Fralick, Sergt. 
Barber Green 
Peter Bastide 
Joseph Bastide 
John Bastide 
_\braham Bastide 
Benjamin Thompson 
Thomas ShadweC'k 
J ames II vatt 
Rohert J'\aliC'k 


Simon Deforest John Kelly 
John Deforest Jonathan Done 
Frederick À\nC'ker Hugh Haggerty 
Robert \\ïl\son Holly Ewen 
August J lowse Hiram l.ee 
Thomas .l\Iilbrd John l.ee 
Robert Pew john Hyatt 
J lenry Pew À\dam Hutt 
:\I.l>orchimber,Sergt.John 
\ngelman 
Peter Rose Ceorge :\letler 
Henry Hoshal Philip :\It,tler 
Henry Green Peter Young 
John Smoke Jeremiah Young 
Thomas Fortner J ohn Vanevery 
:\Iatha Sehurn John Hoover 
Hall J ),1\'is \Villiam Eyckler 
John Bouck Jallles Fuelen 
Andrew Willson John Street 
Robert Wilkerson Stephen Barber 


Return of Caþ!, John Cr)'sler's COlJlpall)/ 
31ililia, Sept. 23rd, I8I3: 
John Crysler, Capt. John Lee 
Anthony Upper, Lieut. Hiram Lee 
Peter Bowman, Sergt. Silas Tobs 
George 
IarIatt, Sergt. .\ndrew Wilson 
Jacob Nevils. Sergt. John Vanderhurgh 
John Houk John H utt 
Robert Wilkerson i )arius Williams 
John Kelly John Bowman 
Isaac Yanvleet (;corge I.acy 


2nd Re.gÎfJle11t Lillmlll 


J acoh Wilkerson 
:-\bram Nevils 
. \Jam Cryskr 
J uhn \V il kerson 
Ìsaac Kelly 
John Scoot 
john Crysler 
Frederick Class 
l-lir.lIH Swayæ 
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Jonathan Done 
Loyal I )avi
 
Hugh H a
gerty 
Hall [bvis 
John Hilton 


Sahenas Yanalstine 
H. \'anderhurgh 
Thomas I.odge 
Samuel S\\ aY/e 


Henry 
tancir 
Joseph Badsly 
'Iatthias Emerick 
John J onston 


SC7}{'Jl Da)'s' Drill: 



T_\:\IFORD, 
I.\Y 23rd, 1814. 
SIR: I am ordered by Colonel Dickson to direct that you will 
call out all the men in your Company (except those who are in the 
King's Service) and appear with them at Queenston, on 
londar, 
the 30th inst., at eight o'clock in the mfJrning, with each man 
proYided with an a"\ and blanket, in order to march to Fort (
eorge 
and sen"e there seven days, exclusi\'e of the days coming and going. 
.\nd I am further ordered to direct that) ou will come prepared 
with a nominal list of the Offiêers, Xon-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates of your Company, accounting for those who are in the 
King's Service. 
You will therefore take the necessary steps for putting this order 
into c\.ecution. Sir, your mo..,t obeùient servant, 
Ih\lll T'IO:\IPSOX, 
ro I.ieutenant C pper, Commanding \djt. 2nd R. I.. "ilitia. 
Capt. I )(>cau'<; \ompall\', 
2nd Rq!.'t I" "ilitia. 


I Check f.ist (If Ca/'t. C,:rslt'r's r(lJl//,all)', \"tntiollc'd at ,\"hflr! lIill:! 
..IIi/Is, Il/
I' '-/-, 181-/-. 211d Nc:
r't /, J[ilitia: 


. \nthonv C pper, Lieut. T ohn Yanderhurgh 
Jacoh Cppcr, Ensign 'Jacoh Yanderhurgh 
John \\ïlkerson, Sergt. \lauhe\\ Sehum 
(;eorge 
Iarlatt, Sergt. H ugh Hag
l'rty 
J acoh 
 evills, Sergt. Silas role
 
Rohert \\ïlkl'r<;on .\d:1m Crysler 
John Williams Isaac \'antleet 
I )arius \\ïlliams 
Iones Y.m,llstilll' 
James R van \\ïlli.1Ill \\ïlson 
II1Igh \\ïlo.;on Peter SW.lrtl 
l,eon:1rù I )l'nni
 fohn Ed\\ ,lnl
 
\\ïlliam 
tevenson ", onathan I )(lan 
Thomas 1 odue "ohn !\ iver 
('onll'liu<; Y,l
foh'nkhurgh i II'nn" KOlin- 


John John<.;ton 
'ohn Hilton 
'J oh n ('rv
ler 
John Ilýatt 
'ames \\ïll'\' 
"Frederick (;lallS 
Joseph B.ulgl'ly 
(;eorge I.an 
II. 'anderhurgh 
Willi 1In ().,trandt'r 
Oh.ldiah Roo.;s\n'lI 
fohn Kell\" 
-'ohn Kl.'l'Ier 
i 
,l,\I' .....I,lh 



() 
 
:I 


HISTORY or THOROI n 


Return of Caþt. Ant/lOll)' Upper's Compall)', 2nd Reg'/ L. lV.lilitill. 
Remainder (
f Ist and 2nd Class, collated ill 1lltmf1ïcal order, 
'if'ith anm, T/zorold, Bctl'l'erdams, .Sept. 5th, I822: 


NO. 


NA
IE 


\kl\IS NO, 


NA:\IE 


AR:\IS 


\nthony epper, Capt. 8 (;eorge Weaver 
Jacob 1. Ball, Lieut. 9 Thomas Page 
(;eorge \Idler, Sergt . 10 Le\'i (
ellis ... _ . . . . 
(;eorge :\Iarlatt, Sergt. 11 Paul \reaver.. '. .. 
Peter H oO\'er, Sergt. . . I 2 (;eorge Turney. . . . . . 
I James Wiley, . , . . 13 Benj. 
Ierrithew ,... 
2 Frederick H utt I --t- Ceorge Keefer, Jr. 
3 John Loree 15 Henry Sytler 
.l J os('ph Clark 16 John Cole 
5 Jqhn Hudson 17 John Hill..... .... 
() Stephen Cll'veland.. 18 Harmonius Slingerland 
7 John SliU;.!;l'rland H). Samuel 
k('omhs, , - 
SECONI) ('L\SS 


Henry Pew.... 
2 . \ ndrew Hansel ... 
3 
Iatthias (>Swatt. . , 
--t- Tohn Bouk 
5 'I.uke Carroll, 


() John I [oO\'er 
i j'rederick BOlICk.... 
8 Philip Best ,.....,. 
9 I )anil,1 Shrilwr., . 


ProJl/o/ed to be Jlllljor: 


W.\TERLOO FERRY, 2Mh Ih:c., 1837. 
SIR: I have much plea
ur(' in acquainting you that Hi!'. 
Excellency the Lielltenant-( ;O\'Crnor has been pleased to pwmote 
you 
Iajor in the Second Lincoln under my command, and that YOll 
will appear in general \Iilitia orders in a few days. So says the 
.\djutant-Ceneral. 
Wishing you my best wishes for your pa"t services, which, in 
every way, have had my wannest approbation, I I-}ave the honor to 
be, sir, Vour obedient servant, 
T A:\IES KERBY: 
To :\[ajor .\nthony Upper, . Colonel Com. 2nd Lincoln. 
Second I.incoln. 


(The foregoing lists contain the names of many residents of the 
Township during the troublous times, as well as the names of 
others who settled at a later day,) 
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The family of Thorold is said to have resided In Lincolnshire 
hefore the ('onf}ue<;t. But the first direct ancestor, from whom it 
and all its branches descend, is Richard Thorold of Selby (Y ork- 
shire), whose only son married Johannah, d<U1
hter and heiress of 
I{o!)f'rt de Hough and :\larston, county of Lincoln. They resided 
at Hough, or The Hill, in 1363- Of his desccndants several were 
knighted, and se\eral held the office of High Sheriff of the county, 
Sir \\ïlliam L'horolll, knight, was Sheriff of thc county in 1630, and 
was created a Baronet Augu<;t 24th, 1642. He suffered for his 
attachment to the Crown, and had to pay the (then) large sum of 
L4, 160 to the sequestrators of the COllllllonwealth for his estates. 
Sir John, who died in 1716, W:1S mcm her for thc county. 
Sir John, who died in 1815, aged 81 years, was also member 
for the county, and it was after him that the Township of Thorold 
was named. 
The twelfth and present B:uonet was horn in 1842, succeeded 
his father in 1866, was married to the Hon. 
\. H, :\L \\ïlloughby, 
daughter of the 8th Baron :\[iddleton, in 1 R6
, anù has three <;ons 
and two dau
htl'r<;, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


[NOTE-Both the Historical Society and the Publisher wish it distinctly understood that 
this department is not regarded as an essential portion of the History; and that they assume 
no responsibility whatever for the preparation of the notes or for any statement made 
therein, This is a book of History-not of Biography; and these notes, supplied with thp 
portraÍ(s, give such information as it did not come within the scope of (he Historian to 
give, A general invitation was issued, and such notes as were handed in are here appended.] 


AZUHAH HOPKINS, wife of Jonathan Hagar, was born June] Ith, 
q 8 9, and died October 22nd, I8.H, in the ï8th year of her age, 
She came from New Jersey. 
ELIZABETH LEE, wife of George Lacey, was born in October, 
17 6 4, and died July 15th, 1864. George and Elizabeth Lacey came 
to Canada from New Jersey in 1796, and 
ettled on lot 117, Thorold 
township, where she continued to reside until her death at the age 
of 99 years and 9 months. 
ABH;AIL S. LACEY, wife of Robert 'V. Hagar and daughter of 
George and Elizabeth Lacey, was born July 28th, 1801, on lot 
I I 7, Thorold Township, and died at Salinas City, California. 
January 16th, [884. 
N.\
cY A, D.WIS, daughter of Robert W. and ,\bigail Hagar, 
is still living near Salinas City, California. 
"NOR VAL B. HAGAR, son of Robert G, Hagar, and Franklin E. 
Hagar, son of H, \Vard Hagar, h8th reside in Thorold Township, 
near the Black Horse Ta\'ern. The last four generations were born 
within a quarter of a mile of each other. N, B. Hagar was Township 
Councillor in 1891, and Deputy-Reeve for 1892-3-4. 
REV. J.UIES \V. 
IITCHELL, 
I. A., was horn near Aherdeen, 
Scotland, and while yet a child his parents came to Canada. 
He was educated at Toronto, first at Toronto Academ," 
and later at University College, He graduated in 1859, carrying off 
the gold medal in natural sciences, and took his C0urse in theology 
at Knox College, After his licensure he crossed the 
\tlantic and 
prosecuted post-graduate studies for about eighteen months at 
Edinburgh, Scotland, anò Tubingen, (;ermany. On hi" return to 
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Canada he recei\'cd calls to a numher of congreg:1tiolls. ultimately 
accepting that to Knox rhurch, - 
Iitchell, where he continued 
nearly fourteen years. During this perioò there were three marked 
revi\"als in the town, and the membership increased three-fold. His 
next charge was First Church, Port Hope, where he continued 
hetween h\'e and six year". The membership here also increased, 
interest in spiritual things deepened, anò the church was renovated 
at a co
t of $2,5::>0. His third charge was the Presbyterian Church, 
Thorold, of which he remained pastor upwards of four years. 
I )ttring this period the deht un the church was largely reduced, and 
the memhership considerahly increased in the face of a declining 
population. He demitted this ('harge early in ) 895 to engage in 
e\'angelistic work, which he is still prosecuting with cheering success, 
THE I.\TE JOH
 
lcl;I1.L, hlack:-.mith, was born in .\yr, Scotl.1nd, 
June 21st, 1812, and came to Canada in [852, settling at Thorold. 
. The hrst work he diò on coming to this country was hlarksmithing 
on the old Suspension hridge for the late John Brown. \1 r. :\lcGill 
died at Thorold Feb. 25th, [D96. 
CH.\RI.ES O. CURK, the present Deputy-Reeve of the Township 
of Thorold, was born in the Township August 16th, 184-6, After 
leaving the public srhool, he attended for a time the Weiland 
grammar schuol. In 1885 he was elected to the township council, 
with which body he wa
 identified for se\-en succösive years. In 
[81)6 he again hecame a member of the council, and in 1897 was 
elected to the office of I >eputy Reeve. 
THO\IAS .\. CLARk, Ckrk and Treasurer of Thorold Township, 
was horn in the Township of Thorold in 1838, on the farm where he 
now resides. After leaving the public school, he attended Fonthill 
high school, and later the county grammar school in the town of 
\\ ell.tnd. For a numher of ye.HS he tau3ht school, and aften\ards 
followcd f.uming. His first experience in municipal affairs was 
acting .1S auditor in 1870 and [872. In 1873 he was appointed 
:1s
essor, and has several times since held the position of assessor 
and collector of ta:xes. In 1877 he bec.lmL' a memher of the 
municip,d council, and in [889 he was appointed clerk on the death 
of the tHe Philip S. :\Iusscn. In [890, on the resignation of :\Ir. 
g,uuch Tucker, he recei\ ed the appointment of L'reasurer, 
THI'; I.ATE B,\RlJCJ( TUCKER of .\lIanhurgh was horn at Bridport, 
I)orsetshire, Engl.lIld, Decem her 25th. [8[.? \fler n.:cei\ing his 
earh eduratiun he dlO
e the tr,lde of a c.Hpentcr .1Ild joiner, and, 
having !;en cd his apprentil"l
ship, he emigrated to \meric.l and 
I.mded on (',1I1a<1I;111 soil. \rending his way west\\ard, he loc,lted in 
the ahove vill.lge in thc )Tar 1833, and followed his tradl' for four or 
fivc years, He Ill.lrried, and hy his tìr
t wife Iud l'i;,!;ht children, 
Two died in infann", !he rest. thrL'l' hoys and tlm'l' girls, growing lip 
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to mature years, but all are now dead except John of Oakville and 
Baruch of Allanburgh: He entered into co-partnership with John 
Rannie in lumber and grist-mill busiqess, a partnership which lasted 
about 30 years, until the mills were sold by the I )cpartmcnt of 
Canals to allow for the building of the New Canal. He soon 
after retired from active business in the lumber line, He was a 
lifelong Reformer. He was once elected councillor, but ha\ ing no 
taste for legislation never offered himself for re-election. He was 
president of the Thorold and Port Robinson 
l.1cadamized Stone 
Road from its inception till a few years before being taken ()\"er by 
the township. In 1874 he was appointed Treasurer of Thorold 
Township, but the following year was voted out by a partisan council. 
He was a member of the 
Iethodist Church. He married for his 
second wife the wi,jow of the late Chas. Richards, who was shot 
while attempting to arrest the notorious murderer Townsend at Port 
Rollinson. He died 1\lay 31, 1891. 
g,\RUCH TUCKER was horn at .\llanhurgh J tine 17, 18-+6, son of 
the late B. Tucker, who is mentioneù elsewhere. .\fter a liberal 
educ:l.tion, he spent a number of yeMs in the mill and lumbering 
business for the firm of Tucker & Rannie, and in the year 1874, the 
firm having dissolved, Rannie sold out his store and homestead to 
B. Tucker, Sr., and on the I st day of January, 1875, B. Tucker, Jr., 
came into full possession, and has continued in the mercantile busi- 
ness, having the post-office in connection till the present. He was 
made a Justice of the Peace about eight years ago, and helù the 
position (If Treasurer of the Township of Thorold for a couple of 
years, having resigned owing to pressure of other business. He is a 
Reformer in politics and belongs to the 
Iethodist Church, r Ic has 
been married twice, his first wife heing .\Iice, only daughter of 
Henry Yanderlmrgh, Esq., of Thorold Township, I>y whom four 
children were hOi n, two hoys and two girls, one boy dying at the 
age of 5 years. H is second wife is Elil.abèth, daughter of tilt' late 
James 
bssie of Port Hope, hy whom three children now sUr\'ivc', 
one boy and two girls. 
THE L.\TE 
IR. ]OH:'\ BATTLE was born in IS:q., in the town 
of Ballymote, county of Sligo, Ireland, He came to ('anada in 
I S.p and 
ettled at Thorold, where he lived for half a cel.tllry. He 
commenced life as a dav-Iaborer on the \\'ellanJ Canal, and al\ 
through his after lit
 100keZI back wirh pride to the J,l)"; wh..'11 he 
earned the munificent 
um of 62 1 2 cents per day, out oi which he 
saved the few dolkus which gave him the foundation 0:1 which he 
built up a competency. In the e,u Iy days of the \rellancl Canal tht 
suhject of our 
ketch was brgt'ly engaged in the towing business, 
was an èè\tensive vessel owner, and UPO:l the Jeath of the late :\1 r. 
John Brown became owner and proprietor of the celehrated 
"' Thorold I Iydraulic Cement Works." Having got those cnterprises 
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well under control, he gave his attention to other business matters, 
and it soon became apparent that John Battle was to be an 
important factor in the commercial prosperity of the community, 
So keen was his insight in all business matters that he seemed able 
to forecast the future, thereby avoiding many losses by dropping an 
enterprise when it had begun to wane, His many friends testify 
that money making did not absorb his better nature, and that 
behind what a stranger might call an unsympathetic e)\terior there 
was a heart as tender a<; a \\oman's, which never turned from a case 
of need when properly presented. To 
Ir. Battle and his amiable 
wife there were born ten sons and two daughters, all of whom 
survive e\.cept one son. 
Ir. Battle died on the evening of the 26th 
of February, 1891, at the age of 67 years. 
I ),\NIEL \\"1I.LIA
IS was born in the Town
hip of Thorold, near 
.\lIanhurgh, July 12th, 1810, He was the third son of Darius and 
Rebecca (Howe) Williams, of \rehh decent. His grandfather, 
Benaja.h \\ïlliams, was a C. E. Loyalist, and when he aba.ndoned 
his possessions in the United States located at Thorold, on the 
farm now known as the John Cordon property, On 
 ovemher 6th, 
18 3 2 , Daniel Williams was married to Susan Snively of Stamford, 
Rev. Joseph Me
smore officiating, and shortly afterwards moved to 
I )umfries Township, in two years returning to Allanhurgh, where 
in later years he carried on a successful business in the manu- 
facture of shingles. The last twenty years of his life were spent 
at Thorold, where he died NO\'emher 18th, 188 7, 
:\1 RS. D.-\:'\IEL WILLIAMS was horn in the Township ot 
Willoughhy August 4th, 1810, and was the third daughter of 
. Jacob and :\Iary (Shainholh) Snivdy. Her great-grandfather, Johan 
Jacob Schne\'ele, was born in Switlerland in 16.19, and he 

migrated to I.ancaster Co. (Penn.) in 17 q, from whence her father 
came to Canada, 
Irs. \\ïlliams had a distinct recollection of the 
war of I S I 2- 1 4, and could recall several incidents which occurred at 
that time. :\1 rs. \\ïlhams' father having died while she was still a 
child, her mother hecame the wife of Abraham Bowll,an of Stam- 
ford. :\Ir. Bowman was a U. E, Loplist, and held a captain's 
l'(,mmission in the Canadian militia, and took an actiH; part in the 
war \)f 1812. She died at Thorold Fehurary 7 th , 18 9 0 . 
CFCII{(;E :\Ic.\R ("HUR, the 
on of Elon and Hannah :\Ic.\rthur, 
was horn at Thorold in 1828, and foul years later the family 
moved into one of the first built suh
tantial houses in the town, 
Here he hrought his hride, Jane Clark, anù here he died at 
the age of 52, helO\'ed by an, For many years he was assuciated 
with :\Ir. John Itmd in running the Fife \Jills, He served on the 
Public S
hool Boarù for nc,Hly fifteL'n Yl'ar
, thc last fi\l; of which 
hL' was Sc'c'retary- rreasurl'r. 
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lARG,-\RET HOOVER, wife of John HoO\'er, was horn on the 23rd 
of April, in the year 1786, in 
Iorris County, New Jersey, coming to 
Thorold Township and settling on lot I4 in the year [800. She 
died June 12th, 1858. 
EI 'I1N.\, daughter of Mrs. John Hoover, was born on the 5th of 
January in the year [819, and died in the year 1861. 
li\:\1Es :\IeNRo was born in Thurso, Scotland, in 182[, and came 
to 'i'horold in [8-l5. 
ELIZ,\BETH 
lu:-.lRO was horn in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1823, and 
came to Thorold in 1844. 
JOHN It\:'\ 0, a native of Fifeshire, Scotland, came to Canada in 
[845, settling first in Crowland, then at Port Robinson, removing to 
Thorold in [848, He learned the milling business with Parke &- 
Cowan, and after a short residence at Ancaster, then at St. 
Catharines, he returned to Thorold, and erccted the Fife 
Iills, 
which he conducted for many ycars. Ilc was a Reformer in politics, 
and a Preshyteri:1Il in n>ligion. 
RE'". P. L. SPE:\CER was born in Portsmouth, England. Whcn 
a boy, he came in [853 to Canada, with relati\'cs, and settled in the 
county of (;rey, recciving his early education at the grammar school, 
Owen Sound. He became a teacher, and, after spending several 
years in the pursuit of this vocation, he entered Trinity College, 
Toronto, and prepared him<;elf tì)r the ministry of the .\nglican 
Church. During his di\'inity course he distinguished himself in his 
studies, obtaining ,.aluable priæs, and at the final examination 
standing first on the list of students. He was ordained deacon in 
[873, and priest in the following year. Previous to his afJpointment 
by Bishop Hamilton to the rectory of Thorold and Port Robinson, 
he held consecuti\'ely the parishes of Burlington, Palmerston and 
Elora, spending in each place a period of se\"eral years. In 1883 he 
was appointed by the late Bishop Fuller to be Rural Dean of the 
county of Wellington, a position which he held until his remm-al in 
188 7 to his present charge. In 1896 he was nominated by the 
clergy of the counties of Lincoln and Weiland to be their Rural 
Dean, the 'nomination being aftcrwards confirmed by the prescnt 
Bishop of Niagara, the H,ight Re\', J. 1'. l>u
Ioulin. 1>. I). 
J OH:\' H. THO'\PSON is a native of this county, having been horn 
in Wainfteet township .\ugust 3, 1853, oÎ U. E. Loyalist stock; in 
186 7 entered the office ut the 
t. Catharines p(),\'t, puhlished hy Fisher 

Ionro; worked as j(wrneyman printer at Br..lI1tford, Toronto, 
Albany (N'. Y.), C;reenfield (
Iass.), St. Catharines and Ottawa: 
entering newspaper hu:-iness at Smith's Falls in 1878, in 1879 sold 
out to his p<Utner, and established the Stirling J.Ve'il's-.--IrguJ; in 188-l 
again sold out, and on January 1St, 1885, purchased The 
1 horo/d POJ!, which he has conclllckò L'ver sinre. In 



APPI:XDI'X. K 


73 


January, 1897, he was appointed Secretary-Treasurer of the Thorold 
Agricultural Society; is also on the council of the Board of Trade; 
and is Yice-President of the Thorold and Beaverdams Historical 
Society, which in 1896 appointed him Superintendent of Publication 
of the History of Thorold, and later constituted him Publisher by 
special contract. September 8th, 1875, he married Bertha, youngest 
daughter of the late Wiliiam Osborn of St. Catharines, the issue 
heing six daughters and four sons, all of whom survive but one 
daughter. Is a Baptist in religion, and independent in politics, 
KEEFER. _\ history of Thorold could not be written without 
frequent mention of the name of Keefer. George Keefer, the chief 
founder of the place, was horn a British subject in the county of 
Sussex, colony of New Jersey, on the 8th of .November, 1773. He 
came to Canada in 1790, at the age of 18 years, accompanied by 
his hrother J 3('oh, aged 16, settling at what is no\\' the Town of 
Thorold. lie married, and attended diligently to farm and home 
matters. He attached himself to the militia of the early times, being 
first Ensign, then First Lieutenant in the Second Regiment, Lincoln 

[ilitia, a:ld served during the war of 1812-14, heing then promoted 
to a Captaincy. He was in the hattles of I,undy's Lane anù 
Chippawa, and never failed at the call of ùuty" When the country 
had become settled, he entered vigorously into active business and 
social life, taking a leading part in every movement set on foot for 
the religious or commercial interests of the people, and leaving a 
record which time cannot efface. He built mills, conducted 
commercial enterprises, gave employment to the people, and in 
many wayt; was a special factor in the general prosperity of the 
section. He ga\'e his whole energies to the WeIland Canal 
t'llterprise, IJein
 elected President of the company \\ hich first 
atlen'pted that great work, turning the first sod with his own hand 
on the 30th of :\o\"l'mber, 1824, But to write the history of Ceorge 
IÙ,,(,fer wou 1<<1 he to write a volume. He ùied J line 25, 1858, in thl" 
85th year of hi" a
e. H is family history is gin'n on the sevl'ral 
p.lges of portraits which appear elsewhere, while much of his business 
adi\.ity appears incidentally throughout this work. I fl> had fifteen 
children, two of whom still survive. Kine of them were hy his 
first wife and six by his second, Of these, (;eorge, Samuel and 
Thos. C. \\.('rc ci\'il engineers: .\ugustus and .\Ie,ander wcre 
Ia\\'y
rs ; Jacoh and Peter wert' merchant-; and millers: (;eor
e and 
Jacob were justices of the peace: John wa-; a miller anù brmcr; 
-'anll's held a county office in 
I iddlesex; Charles llenry wa
 a 
physician, a graduate of 
Ic(;ill colle
e, hut died of ship's fCH'r 
during thl' first year aftcr his graduation. (;eorg
 W,IS engagcd as 
engincer on the Weiland, the St. Lawrence and the (,hamhly can.lls, 
and upon the (;rand Trunk RLlih\ay. Samuel W:1S Chief Engineer of 
Public \\'orks, hLl\'ing hegun hi
 profession on the \\ clland and then 
1Jl'I'n tr;/Ilsf('rrl'cl to tlH' St. I.:1Wfl'IH"(' (',lI1al. I It- huilt tl1(' first 



74 


HISTORY OF THOROLD 


suspension bridg,= in Canada at Ottawa, and the longest one in the 
world (at that time) at Niagara Falls, for which he received the gold 
medal at the Paris Exhibition of 1878. Hc was the second 
President of the Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, having 
succeeded his brother Thos. C. in 1888, when the latter became 
President of the 
\merican Society. He (Samuel) was a member 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers in England, and of the Society of 
['j\'il Engineers of New York. Alexander was elected a member of 
the Legis]ature of \Ïctoria, Australia, 1855-60. 
THO:\I.\S COLTRIN KEEFER, C. 1\1. G., son of the late Ceorge 
Keefer, was born in 1821, and edur.ated at Upper Canada College, 
Toronto. He is an eminent Canal and Rai]way Engineer; was 
employed on the Erie and 'Velland Canals 1838-45, and as Chief 
Engineer of Ottawa River works 18.-1-5-8. In 1859 he gained Lord 
Elgin's prize for the best e
say on "The Influence of the Canals of 
Canada on her Agriculture," and published "Philosophy of 
Railways"; in 1850 he W.1S employed on the surveys for the 
navigation of the rapids of the St. Lawrence, etc., and was sent hy 
the Canadian Government to assist U. S. Consul to report on 
Canadian trade with the Cnited States; in 1852 went to New York 
to assist in a second report on the same subject; these reports It'd to 
the Reciprocity Treatv of 1854; in 1851 made preliminary surveys 
for the Grand Trunk Railway, and for the railway bridge over the St. 
Lawrence at 
[ontreal, and was appointed Canadian Commissioner 
for International Exhibition at London; was nominated Engineer to 
Montreal Harbor Commissioners, 1853; has constructed waterworks 
for the cities of :\10ntreal, Hamilton and Ottawa, and beel
 largely 
engaged in harbor and bridge engineering; was sonic time Chief 
Engineer of Railways in Upper and Lower Canada; Commissioner 
to International Exhibition, London, 1861, and Executive Commi,;- 
siotler for Paris Exhibition, 18ï8, and a member of International 
Jury for Architecture and Engineering (Officer of Legion of Honor); 
in 1869-70 publishcd a series of letters advocating the Canadian 
Pacific Rai]way: in 1886 was Yice-President of American Society of 
Civil Engineers of New York, and Chairman of Royal Commission 
at \[ontreal on ice floods: in 1887 was President of Canadian 
Society of Civil Engineer
, and in 1888 President of American 
Society of Civil Engineers; elected a member of Royal Society of 
Canada, 1891 ; International Commissioner for" Deeper ,raterways 
hetween the (;reat Lakes anù the ,\nt]antic," I S95; is a 
J. 1. C. E., 
London; created C. :\1. (;. in 1878. 
JOSEPH BATTLE, coal men"hant, son of the late Mr. John Battle, 
was born in the town of Thorold on April 27th, 186 r. He was 
educated at the Separatc school and Grammar school of his nativc 
town, and at St. Michael's college, Toronto. After leaving school he 
sailcd for two years as purser on the propeller .\mtia, then running 
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between Chic
go, Duluth and 
Iontreal. He then turned his 
attention to public works. He was a member of the firm which 
built the Buffalo, Waterloo & Lake Erie railway from Brantford to 
\\'aterford, He then drifted to the United States, and in the state 
of i\1 issouri he constructed eleven miles of the Chicago, Santa Fe & 
C
lifornia railway, Upon the completion of this railway he became 
interested in a Ian
e dredging plant in Southern Illinois, and 
operated there for a few years. In] 89 I he returned to Thorold, 
and cmbarked in the coal, wood and ice business; and in 1895 his 
fellow-citizens honored him by electing him Deputy-Reeve. The 
following year his townsmen showed their further appreciation hy 
conferring upon him the office of Reeve, In 1897 Mr. Battle was a 
candidate for the 
la\'oralty. hut through dissensions among some of 
his supporters was defeated by !\fr. J. H, Wilson by a majority of 35, 
The year following, 1898, 
fr. Battle again entered the arena in the 
contest for the :\Jayoralty, and the citizens returned him as their chief 
magistrate. 
Ir. Battle is connected with the C. 
r. B. A" the 
Home Circle and the .\. O. U, \\', He is President of the Young 
Liheral Cluh of his native county, WeIland, and is also a memher of 
the Thorold Board of Trade. In 1887 the present Mayor of 
Thorold was married to 
[iss 
1atilda Freel, the issuc of said union 
being two sons and three daughters. 
Lr, Battle is a Reformer in 
politics, and in religion a staunch adherent of 
he Roman Catholic 
faith. 
James Battte, son of the late 1\1 r. John Battle, was horn at 
Thorold on Novelli her 29th, 1865, He was educated at the 
Separate school, Thorold, the Colle
iate Institute, St. Catharines, 
and C pper Canada College, Toronto. In 188 I he cntered the 
employ of his late father, who was the owner and proprietor of the 
Thorold Cement Work", his position being that of office boy, and 
he is now one of the principal advisers in the successful management 
I)f thc estate. :\Ir. Baltl
 was elected to represent St. Patrick's ward 
at the Town Council Board for the years 1888 and 1889; was 
promoted to the position of Deputy-Reeve for 1890 and 1891, and 
still further to that of Reeve for I89l, during which year hc was 
chairm.lI1 of the finance committee, and took a very prominent part 
in the work of the council. At the end of this time he retired from 
municipal politics, hut has since hdd several responsihle public 
positions, heing a memher of the Separate School Board for 18 93, 
and for 1894 and I X95 was President of the Thorold 
\gricultur.lI 
Society, He is also a memher of the Puhlic I.ihr,uy Board, and is 
on the council of the Thorotd Board of Trade, bcing Treasurer of 
that b()(h, in the deliherations of which he takes an actin: inkre
L 
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METHODIST 1\1Ii':ISTERS-REVISED LIST 
Thorold attachld to St. CatharinlS Circuli: 
18 3 2 , Egerton Ryerson, Joseph Messmore. 
18 33. James E\.ans, John Baxter. 
18 34. Edw)' 1\1. Ryerson, John .\rmstrong, 
18 35. Thomas Be\-iu, Edw)' 1\r. Ryerson. 
18 3 6 . Thomas Bevitt, John Dou<;c. 
18 37. Joseph Messmore, James Musgrove. 
18 3 8 . Joseph 
[essmore, James 1\lusgrove, 
18 39. Samnel Belton, Samuel Rose. 
18 40, Samuel Belton, Samuel Rose. 
18 41. Edmund Shepherd, Thomas Cosford. 
18 42, John Ryerson, Reuben E. Tupper. 
18 43. Ceorge R. Sanderson, Charles Lavell. 
18 44. George R. Sanderson, Ephraim B. Harper. 
18 45. Thomas Demorest, Thomas Rattray. 
1846, Lewis \Yarner, George Young. 
18 47. John Law, Lachlin Taylor, 
]8-+8. John Law, Charles Lavell. 
18 49. \Villiam Price, William Ames. 
18 5 0 . William Price, Isaac Barber, John S. Evans. 
I85I. Claudius Byrne, John S. Evans. 
18 5 2 . C'laudius Byrne, William S. Crithn. 
18 53. (;eorge Goodson, Richard Clarke. 
Thorold Sl! off as a separate Circuit: 
18S4. Thomas Bevitt, Edward H. Dewart. 
18 55, Thomas Be\-iu, Richard J. Forman. 
18 5 6 . John G. Laird, Thomas Cobb. 
18 57. John C. Laird, James Goodwin. 
18 5 8 . John (
. Laird, James (
ood\\"in. 
J 8,if). Samuel Ro
e, John Potts. 
1860. Samuel Ro
e, John Potts. 
1861. Alexander SutlwrJand, John Potts. 
1862. Alexander Sutherland, Daniel Perrin, B. A. 
186 3. John W3kefield, William F. Campbell. 
I X6+ John "Takefield, Egerton R \'onng. 
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186 5. John Wakefield, Egerton R. Young, 
1866. J. Herbert Starr, Robert H. Waddell. 
IS67, J. Herbert Starr, Robert H. Waddell. 
1868. J. Herbert Starr, Benjamin B. Keefer, 
186 9. Lewis Warner, Richard \\', Woodsworth. 
18 7 0 . Lewis 'Varner, Thomas Cardus. 
18 7 I. John S. Clarke, Walter Rigsby, 
18 7 2 -3. John S. Clarke, 
18 74-5- 6 . James Preston. 
18 77-8. James C. Slater. 
18 79- 80 -1. 'V. R. Parker, .M. A. 
1882-3-4. John Kay. 
188 5- 6 -7, John E. Lanceley, 
1888-9 90 I). L. Brethour, 
,89 1 - 2 -3, John Wakefield. 
18 94-5- 6 . Ceorge Clark, Ph. (), 
1897. (;. \\', Calvert. 
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